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PREFACE. 


The first Labour Report issued by this Bureau was published in 1912. 
This Report is the twenty-second of the series and deals chiefly with the 
year 1931. The tabulations, however, include particulars relating to the 
first half of 1932 as well as for earlier years, in most cases back to 1927. 


The subject-matter in the Report has been divided into four main 
Chapters, covering information in regard to Prices ; (Wholesale, Retail and 
International Comparisons); Wages; Employment {Unemployment and 
Industrial Disputes); and Associations (Trade Unions and Employers’ 
Associations). 


The present Report follows the lines of its immediate predecessors in 
scope and arrangement, but, owing to reasons of economy, has been 
considerably curtailed, and a large amount of the descriptive matter and 
commentary embodied in previous issues has of necessity been omitted. 


In the section relating to retail prices information is given concerning 
the “‘new”’ regimen of food and groceries. 


The retail price index-numbers (Food, Groceries and Rent—all houses) 
used by the Commonwealth Arbitration Court, which are not given in the 
body of the Report, will be found in Appendix VII. 


In the Chapter, ‘“‘ Employment ”’, a brief review has been included of the 
special legislation for the relief of unemployment enacted during 1931 and 
the early months of 1932. 


For the purpose of tabulating the results of the investigations which 
have been made in regard to rates of wage, labour organizations, employers’ 
associations, unemployment, industrial disputes, &c., the following classi- 
fication of trades and occupations has been adopted :— 


Classification of Industries and Occupations. 














{ 
I. | Wood, Furniture, Sawmill, Timber- VIII. | Mining, Quarries, &c. 
works, &c. 
Il. | Engineering, Metal Works, &c. IX. | Railway and Tramway Ser- 
vices. 
If. | Food, Drink, and Tobacco—Manu- X. | Other Land Transport. 
facture and Distribution. 
IV. | Clothing, Hats, Boots, Textiles, &c. XI. |} Shipping, Wharf Labour, &c. 
V. | Books, Printing, Bookbinding, &c. XII. | Pastoral, Agricultural, Rural, 
Horticultural, &c. 
VI. | Other Manufacturing. XIII. | Domestic, Hotels, &c. 
VII. | Building. || XIV. | Miscellaneous. 














It is gratifying to record that secretaries of trade unions and of employers’ 
associations, officials of Commonwealth and State Departments, private 
employers, retail dealers, house agents, and others have readily responded 
to the somewhat heavy demands made upon them. 


PREFACE. 


Without the help so rendered, the investigations contained herein would 
have been impossible, and I take this opportunity of expressing my cordial 
thanks to all who have thus assisted. 

The valuable assistance rendered to the Bureau by the Statistical Offices 
in the various States, especially in regard to the collection of retail prices, 
is acknowledged, and to the officers concerned I desire to express my sincere 
thanks. 

Iam specially indebted to Mr. H. J. Petrie, the officer in charge of Labour 
Statistics in this Bureau, for the care and attention which he has bestowed 
on the compilation of this Report and in seeing the matter through the press, 
also to the staff under his control for their cordial co-operation and valuable 
services. 


E. T. McPHEE, 


Commonwealth Statistician. 


Commonwealth Bureau of Census and Statistics, 
Canberra, F.C.T., 20th February, 1933. 
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NorTe.—The figures on the right represent the scale for the percentage unemployed according to trade- 
union returns. The figures on the left represent the scale for the several index-numbers, the year ror 
being taken in each case as base (=1000) _ Since the end of the year 1911, the Retail Price Index-numbers 
(weighted average cost oi food, groceries, and house rent (all houses) for the six capital cities), and the 
Wholesaie Price Index-number (Melbourne) are shown in each quarter, while unemployment percentages 
are shown quarterly since the end of the year 1912 only. The other index-numbers since 1y13 refer to 
the average for the whole year, but for purposes of convenience are plotted on the graph as at the end, 
not the middle, of the year. Retail Price and Wholesale Price Index-numbers show the average level 
during the whole of each quarter, and they also for convenience re plotted at the end, and not the middle, 
of each quarter. Average nominal wage for adult males, and real wage (full work) and (allowing for 
unemployment) for adult males. 
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CHAPTER I.—PRICES. 
Section 1.—Wholesale Prices. 


1. General.—The information given in this chapter refers to Mclbourne 
wholesale prices. An index of Sydney wholesale prices is compiled by the 
Government Statistician, and published in the Year Book of New South 
Wales. 

The scope of the wholesale price index can best be understood by study 
of the list of commodities included given on page 10. It is principally 
an index of the prices of raw material and food, and is therefore in its scope 
fairly comparable with the “ Economist’ and “ Statist’ index-numbers 
of Great Britain. On the other hand, it is very difierent in scope from the 
wholesale price index-numbers of the United States (Bureau of Labour) or 
of Canada (Department of Labour). 

It follows that the Melbourne index has not much significance as a 
general measure of prices or as a criterion of purchasing power. _ Its use is 
rather to indicate changes in the price of the basic materials which, whether 
as raw materials, or as food, cr as a source of power, enter into production 
for home consumption. ‘The commodities are, therefore, weighted (see page 
10), in proportion to Australian consumption. As Australia does not to any 
extent turn imported raw material into manufactured exports, consumption 
alone appears to give the most appropriate weighting. The wholesale 
price index is, therefore, at one end of a scale, and the retail price index at 
the other. The difference between them indicates, not the spread between 
wholesale and retail prices, but rather the combined costs of manufacture 
and distribution. This is the genera] idea underlying the Australian wholesale 
price index, though it has not been consistently followed out. 

The index-number of Melbourne wholesale prices was first computed in 
Ig12, and has been continued on the same iines for nearly twenty years. 
It was resolved at the Brisbane Conference of Statisticians in 1930 that the 
time had come to revise and extend it in harmony with changed conditions. 
An investigation to that end is now in progress, and it is hoped that the 
results will shortly be available. 


2. Commodities in Groups.—The commodities are divided into eight 
groups, as set out on page 10. The descriptions of the groups are given 
below with “‘ weights’, showing approximately the proportional cost of the 
consumption of each group in the middle of 1931. These weights may be 
used to combine any group index-numbers with fair accuracy at the present 
time, but would give unsatisfactory results if used for a time when prices 
were much different relatively, as in 1929. 


Groups of Commodities. 








Number. Description. Approximate Weight 








(1931). 
1. ‘* Metals and Coal ”’ a hs a 40 
Il. “Cotton, Wool ”’, also jute, leather, &c.  .. 30 
Il. “ Agricultural Produce ”’ ae irs 50 
Iv. ** Dairy Produce ”’ é-7 ee rc 22 
Ve “Groceries”... aos at Pe 45 
VI. ‘* Meat ”’ aye a0 a5 es 25 
Vil. ‘“‘ Building materials ’’ (mostly timber) Su 18 
VIE ‘Chemicals ’’ (excluding fertilizers) i 2 





It will be noticed that the chemicals group is almost negligible. 

The index is predominantly of basic materials, but some elements of 
Australian manufacturing costs enter into all groups. The element is small 
in Meat (VJ.), Agricultural produce (II1.), and Cotton, Wool (II), and rather 
greater in vhe others, but the difference is not sufficient to justify any 
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inference as to different changes of the price-level for manufactured goods 
and farm products. The number and weight of manufactured commodities 
included are too small for inference of this kind from any possible grouping. 
Many of the commodities included are affected by the tariff. Cotton, 
Wool (II.), Agricultural produce (III.) and Meat (VI.), are little affected, 
and Dairy Produce (IV.) not greatly, but in the other groups the tariff is a 
dominating influence. 


Melbourne Wholesale Prices—Commodities included, Units of Measurement, and 


















































“ Mass-Units.”” 
| os a CT miata oT 
: Mass 5 Mass 
Commodity. Brand. Unit. times Commodity. Brand. Unit. Unit 
Grovpr I. GRoup V. 

Tron— $ | Currants + Ib. 1,400 
Pig -+ | Mxd. Nos. ton 6+ || Raisins Sultanas a 1,400 
Rod and Bar Stafford ” 34 || Herrings 1-lb. fresh | doz. 1-lb. 50 
Angles rp ” | 34 | tins 
Plate ” ” 3, || Salmon r Ib. tall " 50 
Hoop oe 5 D + | Alaska 
Galvanized .. | 26 gauge » 5 || Sardines Halves |doz.halves| 100 

Tinned Plates .. | I.C, Coke box | 60 Coffee Plantation Ib 200 

Fencing Wire .. | No. 8.. ton 6 Cocoa McKenzie’s r: 100 

Zinc, sheet on » I Sugar No. 1A ton 22 

Lead, sheet ” 2 || Macaroni se Ib. 200 
aus pipes » || Tapioca cwt. 7 

opper, sheet .. | Ib. 2,000 Rice oo ton 2 

uiokellver . ” we Salt .. Australian i 7 
he Newcastle. ton 600 fine 

on wharf Salt .. Rock .. : k 

Group Il. Mustard Coleman’s dbx, tle 6 

| Starch Coleman's Ib. 100 

Branbags doz. 110 White 

Cornsacks 250 Blue. . Keen's 55 50 

Woolpacks each 200 Matches Australian} gross 90 

Leather— | Safety 
Chrome Box ft. 1,200 Candles .. | Rangoon Ib. 1,600 

Hide | Tobacco oa Pn Pe 1,300 
Rough Tanned Ib. 600 Tea a 3,000 
—Split Kerosene galion 1,700 
Bole Leather— re 600 
68 

Cotton Raw . 24,000 Grow 

Wool Greasy.. ny 12,200 

Twine Reaper “a 150 Beet .. | Average 100 Ib 390 

and quality 
Binder Mutton 8 “ Ib. 33,000 
Tallow Mutton ton xg || Veal . ” ” 2,000 
Prime Lamb a na on 5,600 
Pork $5 a ‘ 3,700 
Group MI. 

Wheat bushel | 500 Gnome. Vat 

Flour ton 48 , 

Bran ‘ A 14 Timber— Flooring— 

Pollard x ei 14 6x 4 roo ft. lin. 30 

Oats . Milling. . bushel 1,200 6x ” 30 

Oatmeal Colonial ton 1} 6x 4 ” 30 

Barley English bushel 150 6x + ” 30 
i Cape eS 100 Weather- 

Maize +t x 1,000 * boards » 200 

Ha: Best Mngr.| ton 135 Oregon 1,000 ft. 20 

Chaft Prime .. n 135 sup. 

Straw Victorian ne 25 Shelving ip 10 

Peas.. ay bushel 55 Cement .. | Portland cask 30 

Potatoes ax ” 40 White Lead .. ton 

Malt Victorian ton 140 || Slates .. | Welsh 1,000 ? 

Onions +e a 33 20 X 10 

a I ee ee 
Group IV. GnRovurp VIII. 

Ham .. Ib. 800 Cream of Tartar | In ke i 

Bacon ” 3,200 Carbonate of ; = dba = 

Cheese a 5 1,500 Soda 

Butter Best Fresh FS 9,500 Saltpetre Refined i I-20 

Lard .. Bulk .. S 200 Sulphur vA ie 

Eggs .. Ordinary doz. 1,800 || Caustic Soda ae ewt. i 

Honey ve 1b. 600 Alum Lump ton PS 

Beeswax eye % 40 Cyanide of Po- ae 1b. 570 

Condensed Milk Bacchus doz. Ib. 160 tassium ; 


a eee 
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3. Index-Numbers.—Index-numbers have been computed for each 


group of commodities, as well as for all groups combined. These index- 
numbers are shown in the following table :— 


Melbourne Wholesale Prices—Index-Numbers 1861 to September, 1932, Somputed with 
Year 1911 as Base (= 1,000). 















































j 
= i ; " HOG Il. ; EVE Ve Wi, Wi: VII. te 
Metals otton, | Agricul- atte yas All Com- 
YEAR | “and | Wool,” | tural Pro-| ,Paity | Grocer- | yeas, pias Cems te oat ek 
Coal. | Leather.| duce, &. | *FOCUCe.) les. P = *  |leombined. 
1861 ae 1,438 1,381 1,583 1,008 1,963 ee 1,070 2,030 {,538 
1871 am 1,096 | 1,257 1,236 864 1,586 ean 1,044 1,409 1,220 
188r 5: 1,178 ToS 1,012 935 1,421 35 1,091 1,587 1,121 
1891 we 895 847 1,024 995 1,032 888 780 1,194 5 
Igor 4s 1,061 774 928 1,029 1,048 | 1,345 841 917 974 
191f te {,0¢0 1,080 1,000 {1,000 1,000 {,coo 1,000 1,000 1,000 
1912 oe 1,021 991 1,370 1,206 1,052 1,357 1,057 978 1,170 
1913 ne 1,046 1,070 1,097 1,054 1,024 1,252 1,128 995 1,088 
1914 ts 1,099 1,032 1,207 1,137 1,021 1,507 1,081 1,253 1,149 
IgI5 $3 1,284 1,017 2,162 1,530 1,133 2,435 1,275 1,528 1,604 
1916 #: 1,695 1,423 1,208 1,485 1,322 2,515 1,491 1,760 1,504 
1917 we 2,129 2,008 1,157 1,423 1,343 2,403 1,384 2,171 1,662 
1918 ae 2,416 2,360 1,444 1,454 1,422 2,385 | 2,686 3,225 1,934 
1919 a 2,125 2,363 1,985 1,651 1,516 2,348 2,851 2,898 2,055 
1920 a 2,298 2,624 2,439 2,209 1,918 3,279 3,226 2,825 2,480 
1921 ne 2,17 1,362 1,767 2,000 1,97 2,158 2,733 2,303 1,903 
cae + 73 1,681 1,628 1,648 1,869 1,787 2,005 1,965 1,758 
1923 a 1,826 2,148 1,77 1,837 1,746 2,579 2,025 1,933 1,944 
1924 ore 1,835 2,418 1,647 1,655 1,721 2,223 1,815 1,806 1,885 
1925 2 1,852 1,967 1,797 1,636 1,723 2,212 1,711 1,790 1,844 
1926 ae 1,938 1,582 2,001 1,784 bor EV! 1,931 1,665 1,816 1,832 
rae ae Sona 1,650 1,826 1,823 1,724 2.000 1,624 1,866 1,847 
1928 sti 1,912 1,781 1,726 1,751 1,707 2,015 1,744 1,923 1,792 
1929 se 3,912 1,556 1,792 1,853 1,690 2,246 1,754 1,942 1,803 
1930 =f 1,866 1,127 | 1,484 1,627 1,666 2,025 1,875 1,982 1,596 
1931 2: 1,826 1,039 | 1,121 1,399 1,794 1,508 2,025 2,166 1,428 
1931I— 
anor a: 1,890 974 1,162 1,424 1,811 1,689 1,925 2,059 1,454 
Heb, as 1,868 1,098 1,105 1,492 1,841 1,455 1,992 2,161 1,448 
March .. 1,868 1,170 1,086 1,522 1,814 1,471 1,996 2,161 1,456 
April (a) 1,885 1,173 1,081 1,454 1,789 1,471 1,996 2,177 1,447 
May .. 1,825 1,147 1,091 1,438 1,785 1,494 2,038 2,177 1,440 
June .. 1,823 1,050 1,093 1,433 1,780 1,527 2,038 2,179 1,425 
July .. 1,823 1,049 1,095 1,362 1,782 1,571 2,112 2,179 1,428 
IST Ae 1,810 914 1,097 1,336 1,769 1,583 2,091 2,179 1,399 
Sept. .. 1,810 866 1,115 1,322 1,779 1,550 2,051 2,180 1,39 
Ortaus 1,770 942 Z, 332 1,388 1,791 1,469 2,028 2,180 1,402 
INOVE ns 1,770 1,040 1,199 1,334 1,795 1,431 2,008 2,180 1,428 
Dechency. 1,770 1,056 1,197 1,275 1,792 1,432 2,026 2,180 1,425 
nae aie 1,757 1,051 1,206 1,247 1,783 1,385 1,984 2,183 1,414 
Feb... 1,743 1,079 1,280 1,317 1,788 1,413 1,998 2,183 1,449 
March .. 1,742 1,038 1,245 1,344 1,767 1,477 | 2,009 2,185 1,438 
April .. 1,742 963 1,233 1,414 1,762 1,504 2,019 2,120 1,431 
May .. 1,734 893 1,228 1,370 1,765 1,429 2,076 2,120 | 1,403 
June .. 1,737 842 1,231 1,297 1,764 1,387 2,083 2,120 1,390 
July .. 1,734 885 1,252 1,331 1,760 1,329 2,049 2,120 1,397 
BUES we 1,731 999 1,269 1,311 1,754 1,301 2,060 2,030 1,415 
Sept. .. 1,727 1,120 1,270 1,319 1,764 1,314 | 2,067 2,117 | 1,441 











Note.—The figures given ‘in this table are comparable in the vertical columns, but are not directly 
comparable horizontally. The index-numbers are reversible. 


-numbers for Group II. and Group V. were adjusted at the beginning of the year 193r, 
in oe the fact that the prices of two items were based on import values without full allowance being 
made for the movement iu exchange. 


4. Variations since Outbreak of War.—The variations in the index- 
numbers of the separate commodity groups for the years 1915 to 1931, and 
for each month from January, 1931, to September, 1932, are shown in the 
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following table, taking July, 1914, the last month before the outbreak of war, 
as base (= 1,000) for each group :— 
Melbourne Wholesale Prices Index-Numbers. 
(Base—July, 1914 = 1,000). 





























ig 10 III. TW. ve VI. VII. Vill. 
Metals | Cotton, | Agri- Dairy A di 1 All 
Period. and Wool, | cultural} Pro- pon Meat. Brett ee Groups. 
Coal. | Leather./Produce. | duce. ; 4 
{-- | — | _ | 
July, 1914... 1,000 1,000 1,000 {,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 
Year 1915 an 1,166 934 2,024 ae ee 3,008 1,502 ed Se Bee 
rox Ec 1,539 1,307 1,130 ¥,23) rz 1,551 1,361 1,71 1,31 
cots naa 1,919 1,841 1,084 1,181 1,302 1,480 1,722 2,141 11456 
TOES, 2,197 2,324 1,351 1,210 1,378 1,469 2,448 3,085 1,695 
5» 1919 N 1,930 2,169 1,858 1,373 1,469 1,448 2,602 2,827 1,801 
Aye ke ere) ae 2,091 2,430 2,288 1,840 1,860 2,022 2,944 2,764 2,178 
PLZ La a's 1,974 1,250 1,653 1,663 1,916 1,331 2,495 2,246 1,668 
a EES a 1,763 1,543 1,523 1,370 1,811 1,102 1,830 1,917 1,541 
pre OZ3't a wets 1,658 1,972 1,664 1,527 1,693 1,590 1,848 1,885 1,704 
tO24 ate 1,667 2,220 1,541 1,376 1,668 1,371 1,656 1,761 1,653 
» 1925 20 1,682 1,806 1,681 1,360 1,670 1,364 1,562 1,746 1,617 
», 1926 .. 1,760 1,453 1,873 1,483 1,677 1,191 1,519 1,771 1,606 
5» 1927 a 1,782 1,515 1,709 1,516 1,671 1,302 1,482 1,820 1,593 
9 2928: 1,737 1,035 1,661 1,456 1,654 1,242 1,590 1,876 1,571 
kO29 46 1,737 1,428 1,677 1,540 1,638 1,385 1,601 1,895 1,581 
ertg30) |. - 1,695 1,035 1,389 1,353 1,614 1249 1,712 1,933 1,399 
mee xOSLe | 2 1,659 954 1,049 1,163 1,738 930 1,849 2,112 1,252 
193I— 
January a D771 895 1087 1,184 1,755 1,042 1,757 2,008 1,275 
February .. 1,697 1,008 1,035 1,240 1,785 897 1,818 2,108 1,270 
March x 1,697 1,074 1,017 1,265 1,758 907 1,822 2,108 1,276 
April 35 1,712 1,077 1,012 1,209 1,733 907 1,822 2,123 1,268 
May ae 1,657 1,053 1,021 1,195 1,730 g21 1,860 2,123 1,262 
June 1,656 964 1,023 I,I9t 1,725 942 1,860 2,126 1,249 
July oxi 15050) 963 1,025 1,132 1,727 969 1,928 2,126 1,252 
August Se ae) 839 1,027 I,IIr 1,715 976 1,908 2,126 1,227 
September .. 1,644 795 1,044 1,099 1,724 956 1,872 2,126 1,219 
October Ae 1,608 865 1,059 1,154 1,736 906 1,851 2,126 1,229 
November .. | 1,608 955 1,122 I,109 1,739 882 1,833 2,126 1,252 
December .. 1,608 970 1,120 1,060 1,736 883 1,850 2,126 1,249 
1932— | 
January 8 1,595 965 1,128 1,037 1,728 854 1,811 2,129 1,239 
February .. 1,583 gg 1,198 1,095 1,733 871 1,823 2,129 1,270 
March on 1,583 | 953 1,165 1,118 1,712 gir 1,834 2,131 1,261 
spell 2c 1,583 es 1,154 1,176 1,708 927 1,843 2,068 1,254 
Mie ils) “eepm| gyn | vase fs sone: | oxgae lh) esscl gach meta a mmnaee 
+. , A 152 , ; 1,901 2,0 1,21 
July oo 1,575 812 as 2) 1,107 1,706 B58 Sis 2,068 1,225 
August Aa 1,572 917 1,188 1,090 1,609 802 1,880 1,980 1,241 
September .. 1,568 1,028 1,189 1,097 1,710 810 1,887 2,064 1,263 
I 

















5. Seasonal Fluctuations.—In order to show the seasonal fluctuations 
in wholesale prices, index-numbers have been computed for each quarter 
of the year 1931. These are given in the following table, first, computed 
with the year 1911 as base, and secondly, with the average prices for the year 
1931 as base. Corresponding figures for purchasing-power of money (retail 
prices of food, groceries and cost of housing) have been included for 
comparative purposes. 


Melbourne Wholesale and Retail Prices—Quarterly Index-Numbers, 1931. 
Jan. April July One: Whole 


Particulars. to to to 
March. | June. Sept. Dec. Year. 





Wholesale ay Index-Numbers with 1911 as base 
== I,000) .. nO os 8 ate 
Wholesale Price Index-Numbers with average for 
1931 as base (= 1,000) ae a os 
Retail Price (Food, Groceries and Cost of Housing) 
ae with average for 1911 as base 
== 1,000 oe a ate as 4G 
Retail Price (Food, Groceries, and Cost of Housing) 
Index-Numbers with average for 1931 as base 
(= 1,000) AO ee are ar Sn 1,049 1,006 974 970 1,000 


nw oowo$oe 


1,453 1,437 1,406 1,418 1,428 
1,018 1,006 985 993 1,000 


1,519 3,457 | 1,411 3,405 | 1,448 
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iEbe results evidence a greater variation in retail prices than in wholesale 
prices, but in both instances the index-numbers show that the prices moved 
uniformly in a downward direction during the first three quarters of the year. 


In the fourth quarter wholesale prices rose slightly, while retail prices steadied 
with a further small downward movement. 





6. Prices, 1980 and 1931.—In Section 1, Appendix, details are given 
of the average wholesale prices of the particular brands of commodities used in 
computing the index-numbers in the years 1930 and 1931. Corresponding 
information for previous years was given in the Appendixes to previous 


Reports. In Report No. 1 (1912), prices are given for each year from 1871 to 
Igil. 


§ 2. Retail Prices. 


_ 1. General.—The methods adopted for the computation of retail price 
index-numbers have been described in previous issues of this Report. For 
the principles involved, the reader is recommended to consult the Appendix 
to Labour Report No. 9. A simple discussion of the retail price index for 
food and rent, and of its accuracy and adequacy, particularly in connexion 
with wage adjustment, was given in Labour Report, No. 21, Appendix 


ee which is printed also as a separate pamphlet entitled “‘ Wages and 
Tices.” 


2. The “QOld’’ Composite Unit.—The constitution of the ‘‘ composite 
unit’ hitherto used is shown hereunder. The ‘‘ mass-units’”’ are meant to 
represent the proportionate consumption by the Australian community of 
the articles included. 


Retail Prices.—Comnposite Unit. 




















Commodity or { Unit of “ Mass Commodity or Unit of “Mass 
Service. i Quantity. | Unit.” Service. Quantity. | Unit.” 
Group I.—GROCERIES (INCLUDING BREAD.) Group III.—MzaT. 
1. Bread ate ec, 2 lb. loaf 468 26. Beef, sirloin cf Ib. 67 
z. Flour, ordinary .. 25 Ib. bag igs 27, Beet, rib :. oA as 82 
3. Tea ye ee Ib. 30 28. Beef, flank co . 12 
4. Coffee ate Fe ” 2 29. Beef, shin any Wwe 14 
5. Sugar ate ae = 460 30. Beef, steak, rump .. = 24 
6. Rice Pi Me re 50 31. Beef, steak, shoulder a 53 
7. Sago eye ap - 8 32. Beef, steak, stewing i 33 
8, Jam ays she 1 73 33. Beef, corned round * 39 
9. Oatmeal .. “a ry 35 34. Beef, brisket, with 
ro, Raisins .. ag “4 4 bone... Sr + Ir 
11. Currants .. na a 14 35. Beef, brisket, without 
12, Starch .. an ” I bone... ae 5 32 
13. Blue - si doz. qs. t 36. Mutton, leg aa ia 92 
14. Candles .. a Ib. 16 37. Mutton, shoulder .. ” 62 
15. Soap 45 i ” 64 38. Mutton, loin of FA 30 
16, Potatoes .. ie 14 Ib. 64 39. Mutton, neck oe Fs 40 
17 Onionsiy *:. of Ib. 68 40. Mutton, chops, loin 45 62 
18, Kerosene ad | gallon 17 41. Mutton, chops, leg ” 15 
42. Mutton, chops, neck ny 31 
SS se Le eC AeA! 43. Pork, leg .. a7 AS 93 
Group II.—DAIBY PRODUCTS. 44. Pork, loin i 84 
ee 45. Pork, belly fe - i 
6. Pork, chops 3 ris 
19. Milk ve Pi quart 300 4 P + 
20, Butter .. na Ib. 95 
21, Cheese - ” 15 Group IV.—HOUvUsING. 
22, Eggs A a dozen 18 
2 middle ae lb. 16 
re aeeg! shoulder .. “ 16 47. House Accommoda- 


25. Ham 3h oe A 8 tion i ae week 464 


a nn nnn enn a UIE DUES 


T4 Reta PRICES. 


These ‘‘ mass-units,” which are the weights given to the commodities in 
the index, represent the estimated total consumption in millions of the 
unit of quantity for the whole of Australia in the years 1906-1910. Since 
then, the relative consumption of the various commodities has changed 
vonsiderably. Such a change, however, would make very little difference 
to the index-number, which measures merely the change in price-level. 
If prices had moved very differently for different commodities—some risen, 
some fallen—a marked change in weight might make an appreciable change 
intheindex-number. But the prices of all the principal foods have increased 
substantially since 1910, so that a considerable change in weight would have 
little effect. 


A uniform movement of the principal food prices, nevertheless, cannot be 
relied on in the future, particularly with the possibilities of control of individual 
prices by Governments or by trade combinations. The regimen has, therefore, 
been revised in order to bring it into harmony with the best available 
estimates of current consumption. The opportunity was also taken of adding 
certain items of moderate importance, and of deleting others of which the 
consumption was so small that the effect of including them was negligible. 
The new regimen, details of which are given below, was given a trial for the 
first six months of 1932, side by side with the old regimen, and then brought 
into operation from July, 1932. 


The effect of the change in weighting was tried by computing the change 
in the price level from I9g11 to May, 1932, with both systems of weights. 
For the six capital cities, the new weights give an index of 1,442, and the 
old weights an index of 1,445. The difference was expected to be small, but 
it turned out to be totally negligible for Australia as a whole. The 
differences in some individual towns were somewhat greater, though still 
unimportant. 


In accordance with the general principles of procedure in changing the 
regimen (see Labour Report No. 9, Appendix !., Part I1., paras. 14, 18) the 
index was taken as determined by the old regimen for the June quarter of 
1932, and the new regimen is used to measure variations in the price-level 
after that date. The breach of continuity is very slight, and the index- 
number as published records with the greatest practicable accuracy the 
changes in retail prices through the whole period since IgII. 


3. The New Composite Unit.—In the old regimen, the weights 
represent in millions the annual total consumption of Australia in the years 
1906 to 1910. In the new regimen, the weights are, approximately, the 
annual average consumption per head for household purposes during the 
years 1927 to 1929. Small adjustments in the crude average consumption 
have been made in two ways. Consumption by factories, when the product 
did not go into household use in Australia, was deducted. On the other hand, 
the weights given to some foods, such as dried apricots and canned peaches, 
cover also the consumption of other similar foods. The following table gives 
the new regimen, and the weights of corresponding items of the old regimen, 
reduced for comparison to the same basis of annual consumption per head. 
In the last column, the relative importance of the items making up the new 
regimen is shown, approximately, for the third quarter of 1932. The 
relative importance will change slightly with variation of prices, and revised 
figures will be published from time to time as may be necessary. 


Retail Prices—‘* New Composite Unit.” 


RetTart PRICES. 


15 


(Comparison or ‘‘ New” anv “‘ OLD” WerquTs AND PERCENTAGE Cost oF EAcH ITEM.) 
we Dai cea Abe dot Sel NOE a Ed as atelier iC a Se 



































{d) Cost of 
Items in 
“New” )* Old” Re seal 
Commodity. quate Reuben eaten eaatred of 
| P Weights. Weights. Aggregate— 
Melbourne, 
3rd Quarter, 
1932. 
Group I.—Grocrrius (INCLUDING BREAD). 
1. Bread 2 Ib. loaf | 100 109 5:8 
2. Flour, ordinary 25 |b. bag | 2 2571 I.0 
3. Flour, self-raising 2 lb. pkt. 12 x 1.0 
4. Tea r Ib. 8 7.00 2.9 
5. Sugar nr 100 107 6.5 
6. Rice = 8 Tie, 0.4 
7. Sago oe I 1.87 0.1 
8. Jam, apricot 14 lb. tin 8 11.3 ge 
9. Golden Syrup 2 Ib. tin I in O.1 
10, Oatmeal 1 |b. 8 8.17 0.3 
11. Raisins, seeded ” 5 3.27 0.7 
12. Currants 3 | 2 3227, 0.2 
13. Apricots, dried 9 I = 0.2 
14. Peaches, canned 2 |b. tin 3 0.5 
15. Pears, canned rH I 0.2 
16. Salmon, in tins r lb. tin 3 bes 0.7 
17. Potatoes 14 lb. 9 14.9 Thad 
18, Onions ; * 1 lb. 14 15.9 0.9 
19. Soap, household, ordinary ° 16 14.9 rie 
20. Candles #9 I 3.73 0.2 
21. Kerosene 1 gallon I 3.97 0.3 
Group II.—Dartry Propvce. 
22. Milk, fresh r quart | 72 70.0 6.3 
23. Butter, factory 1 lb. 30 22.2 FAS 
24. Cheese, mild Br F | 4 3.50 0.7 
25. Milk, condensed, sweetened tin 5 te 0.7 
26. Eggs, fresh 1 dozen 6 4-20 158} 
27. Bacon, rashers He t lb. Io 7-46 2.1 
28. Ham, rashers, uncooked i 2 1.87 0.4 
Group III.—Mzat. 
29. Beef, sirloin Be 1 Ib. 18 
30. Beef, ribs .. = 22 
31. Beef, steak, rump ” II 
32. Beef, steak, stewing. . ‘5 20 >107 90.3 10.2 
33. Beef, sausages ” Zi 
34. Beef,cornedround .. > 14 
35. Beef, brisket with bone +5 15 
36. Mutton, leg ” 20 
37. Mutton, shoulder FD 15 
38. Mutton, loin of ¢ 18 +79 lr fe] 5-9 
39. Mutton, chops, loin ” 16 
40. Mutton, chops, leg .. * 10 
41. Pork, leg ” 2 
2. Pork, loin ” 2 
ro Pork, chops ” ra ae ee3 sy 
44. Pork, sausages ” 3 
Grovr IV.—Hovsine. 
45. House Accommodation week 10 be) 38.1 


en 
(a) The weights given for the “‘ Old”’ regimen are Obtained from those given in the previous table 


by dividing by the mean population of Australia for the years 1906 to 1910. 


of Items, ‘‘ New ” regimen. 


(6) Relative importance 
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It will be seen that no attempt has been made to include in the new 
regimen certain foods of some importance, such as fresh fish, and fruit and 
vegetables other than potatoes and onions. It is not possible to obtain 
consistent prices for a standard grade for these items even in a single capital 
city, and their seasonal character would make additional complications. 
The inclusion of such items, moreover, would impair the accuracy and 
stability of the index, and there is no reason to suppose that, even if they 
could be accurately included, the index would be altered to any appreciable 
extent, or in one direction more than in the other. In view of all the 
circumstances it has been considered better to omit these items from the 
regimen. Certain of the omissions of items in the old regimen were 
made partly on account of the difficulty of getting comparable prices. Some 
of the joints of meat, for example, are not sufficiently standardized, and 
anomalies in price were not uncommon. On this account, they have been 
deleted, and the total weight given to meat is distributed amongst the 
more standardized joints. 


4. Collection of Data.—-Retail prices of the commodities included in 
the “composite unit ’’ are collected from representative retail establish- 
ments in each of the five principal towns in each State (30 towns in all). 
The registers of traders are forwarded to the Bureau by the Government 
Statisticians of each State. Prices of food are obtained monthly from 
about ten tradespeople in each town in respect to the various items in the 
regimen, <A careful selection is made from the lists of tradespeople and 
agents to ensure the supply of representative figures for the district as a 
whole, and returns are queried and referred for verification when there is any 
reason to doubt the accuracy of the information supplied. The movement 
in wholesale prices of commodities is used as a check when the indicated 
movement of retail prices appears to be excessive. 


Some natural misunderstanding has occurred over the use of the word 
“predominant ”’ in desciibing the grade of goods for which prices were 
quoted. When retailers first made a return of prices, they were asked to 
quote for the grade most in demand—the “ predominant’ price—and the 
prices have been usually so described. But there was no intention that the 
grade for which a price was quoted should be changed on account of a change 
in the demand. To change the grade in this way would be contrary to the 
first principles of making an index of prices, as was laid down very 
emphatically by Sir George Knibbs in the Appendix to the Labour Report, 
1918. 


The grades and qualities quoted for by the individual retailers have in 
fact been kept constant. Any appreciable change would be detected in the 
tabulated prices, and the return would be sent back for explanation or 
amendment. In 1931, with the very sudden fall in real wages and real 
incomes of all kinds, there was a possibility of considerable changes in the 
predominant grade for some commodities. , Retailers have therefore 
been requested to take speciai care not to change the grade or quality quoted 
for, and the word “ predominant’ has been dropped, as liable to give rise 
to misunderstanding. A careful scrutiny of returns has made it certain 
that there has been no appreciable change of grade in the foods for which 
prices are recorded. 


A return of rents is made at the middle of each quarter by ten or more 
house-agents in each capital city for houses classified according to the 
number of rooms both for brick and wooden houses. The return shows the 
average rent paid for all occupied houses that conform to an average standard, 
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excluding houses with special advantages or disadvantages. Old-fashioned, 
Inconvenient houses and houses out of repair or poorly situated are not 
taken into account. Information on similar lines is collected quarterly in 
each of the country towns included in the investigation. 


5. Change of Base Period.—Attention is directed to the base period 
to which the index-numbers in the following tables are computed. In 
the issues of the Labour Report up to the year 1929, the retail prices of food 
and groceries and cost of housing (four and five rooms) were compared with 
the weighted average cost in the six capital citics in IgtI = 1,000, while 
the total household expenditure tabulations, (i.e., food and groceries, rent 
of four and five rooms, clothing and miscellaneous items) were computed 
to the weighted average cost in the six capital cities in November, 1914 
=1,000. The desirability of computing retail price indexes toa post-war base 
was considered by a Conference of Statisticians, and it was resolved that 
from Ist January, 1930, the average of the five-yearly period—1g23- 
1927—hbe adopted as base for retail price indexes. Consequently, the index- 
numbers in the following tables, with the exception of those given in the 
table showing relative cost in the 200 towns of Australia, have been re- 
computed to the new base. 

The computation of the series of retail price index-numbers (food, groceries, 
and rent—all houses) used by the Commonwealth Court of Conciliation and 
Arbitration in the determination and adjustment of rates of wages has been 
continued on the original base, viz., the weighted average cost in the six 
capital cities in 1gIr = 1,000. These index-numbers are published in 
Appendix VII. to this Report. 


6. Retail Prices—Capital Cities, 1907 to 1931.—Index-numbers, 
computed separately for each group of commodities and services included 
in the investigation, as well as the weighted average for all groups together, 
for the capital city of each State are shown in the next table. The index- 
numbers in the following tables, which have the period 1923-27 as base, 
can be converted to the old base r91I by multiplying by 1,000 and dividing 
by the index-number for IgITI. 

Retail Prices Index-Numbers—Capitel Cities. 


The index-numbers given in the separate groups of the table cannot he compared with each other in 
order to show the relative cost of (say) housing,and food and groceries, because each group or combination 
has its own base, viz., the weighted average cost for the six cities taken together during the five-yearly 
period 1923-1927 for that group or combination, 
























































; 5 : 
TowN. 1907. | I91X. | 1914. | 192T. | 1927. | 1928. | 1929. | 1950. | 1931. 

! 

Group I.—GROCERIES. 

| | 4 ! 
' Sydney ‘4: = 510 | 574 | 627 1,115 1,055 | 986 | 1,106 952 912 
| Melbourne... «+ | 461 521 | 562 | 1,070 942 | 893 989 858 775 
_ Brisbane re estan ge EG 614 607 | 1,105 980 | 953 | 1,021 877 854 
Adelaide zd eS 510 | 541 598 | 1,076 970 | 8094 972 846 753 
, Perth a " 572 | 720 628 | 1,103 950 | 961 | ror 908 844 
* Hobart A ee 501 | 566 604 | 1,087 955 | 927 | 1,025 917 828 

{ | 
| Weighted Average (a) .. | 499 564 599 | 1,093 993 | 939 | 1,037 | 899 838 
t Group II.—DAIRY PRODUCE. 

| 
| Sydney La hie 551 574 656 1,080 1,074 1,067 1,086 984 841 
Melbourne me ae 571 567 635 | 1,087 | 1,014 982 | 1,003 922 804 
| Brisbane =f 7 495 581 588 953 978 959 971 896 793 
" Adelaide = tt} 548 | 65r | 705 | 1,028 | 1,013 | 982 | 1,007 | 908 | 758 
Perth a5 . 709 733 735 | 1,152 | 1,033 | 1,033 | 1,057 983 857 
Hobart 3s Ae 564 587 695 | 1,091 988 963 993 }_ 92% 768 
I Weighted Average (a) .. | 563 | S91 | 654 | 1,072 | 1,034 } 1,016 | 1,036 | 946 | 815 


| 
i! 
rt (a) For all capital cities. 


Wy 
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Retail Prices Index-Numbers—Capital Cities—continued. 























TOWN. 1907. | IgIt. | IQI4. | 1921. | 1927. | 1928. | 1929. | 1930. | 1931. 
Group III—MzaT. 
Sydney ip a | 519 501 668 960 957 | 1,035 | 1,068 | 1,034 853 
Mebourne ae 557 485 663 | 1,030 969 981 | 1,029 991 804 
Brisbane AG on 535 488 610 897 840 882 823 741 644 
Adelaide ne 0 553 541 784 | 1,095 1,141 1,162 1,232 | 1,107 876 
Perth 85 ae 789 824 88x | 1,103 | 1,065 1,218 | 1,220 | 1,025 802 
Hobart 4% oe 668 638 780 | 1,244 | 1,084 |] 1,032 | 1,056] 1,036 842 
Weighted Average (a) .. 558 522 691 | 1,010 980 | 1,029 | 1,061 | 1,001 817 
OSES 2 ORE IO LT ee Se Be a 
Groups I., AND III. COMBINED.—I'00D AND GROCERIES. 

ee EI Sa Es a ee a 
Sydney 6G aie 523 553 646 | 1,062 1,032 1,02I | 1,090 984 876 
Melbourne ee ee 517 523 610 | 1,063 969 942 | 1,004 913 791 
Brisbane we ae 530 569 603 | 1,014 940 935 951 844 778 
Adelaide ag oa 532 570 679 | 1,066 | 1,030 993 | 1,055 937 789 
Perth ti ie 670 753 728 | 1,116 | 1,004 | 1,053 1084 961 836 
Hobart on Fn 565 592 678 | 1,133 | 1,000 966 | 1,025 952 816 
Weighted Average (a) .. 533 §59 640 | 1,064 | 1,000 985 | 1044 941 826 


a ET nna ee 


Group IV.—HovusIne (WEIGHTED AVERAGE 4 AND 5 ROOMS). 


Sydney ae ae 593 FoI 760 989 | 1,109 | 1,143 | 1,162 | 1,197 | 1,026 
Melbourne or a 455 569 628 820 | 1,046 | 1,087 | 1,094 | I,01r 867 
Brisbane AI an 283 373 466 630 832 839 841 775 680 
Adelaide red Bt 510 706 655 809 942 | 1,022 986 916 755 
Perth + + 458 524 589 739 922 941 955 979 881 
Hobart ae An 405 452 518 B81 966 939 932 914 gor 
Weighted Average (a) .. 497 612 662 862 | 1,030 | 1,066 | 1,073 | 1,047 gor 





ALL GROUPS COMBINED.—FOOD, GROCERIES, AND HOUSING. 


ne ee EEE EEIEEEEP SENSEI 





Sydney ate ma 548 606 687 | 1,036 | 1,060 | 1,064 | 1,115 | 1,059 929 
Melbourne an RO 495 539 616 977 996 993 | 1,036 948 818 
Brisbane ae ve 442 500 554 877 go2 gor gi2 819 743 
Adelaide a ie 524 618 671 975 999 | 1,003 | 1,030 929 777 
Perth ae re 594 672 679 982 975 | 1,013 | 1,038 968 852 
Hobart ne de 508 542 621 | 1,044 988 956 992 939 846 
Weighted Average (a) .. 520 578 648 992 | 1,011 | 1,014 | 1,054 978 852 


Leek ne at Pan er es re eee eee es ee 
(a) For all capital cities. 


7. Change of Basis for Rent Constituent.—The preceding table 
takes into account houses of four and five rooms only in respect of rent. 
Up till the end of 1924, the rent of “all houses ” was the basis of the index. 
The “‘all-houses ”’ index is still continued for the use of the Arbitration 
Court (Appendix VII.). There is no appreciable difference in the movement 
of the rent index for any town, whether “all houses” or only four and five- 
roomed houses are taken into account. There is, however, a substantial 
difference in the index-number itself, because the base is the average for the 
six capitals, and the capitals vary considerably from one another in the 
proportion of four and five-roomed houses to total houses. 


8. Retail Prices, Thirty Towns, 1927 to 1932.—The following tables give 
index-numbers representing the variations in the cost of food and groceries 
(46 commodities), in 30 of the more important towns in Australia at yearly, 
quarterly, and monthly periods for the years specified. In addition, index- 
numbers are given showing for the years specified the quarterly and yearly 
variations in house rents and in the combined cost of food, groceries, and 
housing. 
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Retail Prices Index-Numbers 30 Towns : Weighted Average of Six Capital Cities during 
the five-yearly period 1928-1927, as Base (a) (= 1,000). 





N.S.W.—INDEX-NUMBERS. 


VICTORIA.—INDEX-NUMBEBRS. 

























































































































































































ape ; | ; 
i 3 (S| 6 leetite [ea a. S|) & Pp eulees 
ol 3 |e] 2 Beste PS | eel eee 
S : = oo a 3 S : | mes 
I & = =] s oe 2 = = Be pe So. 
= © = 5 ee Se |S 3 5 8 Sul Sie 
ao | & 9 G ma |Bez) r=) -Q Oo | FS |< 
FOOD AND GROCERIES—46 COMMODITIES. 
j i j 
1927 1,032 | 1,025 | 1,205 | 1,030 | 996 | 1,036 | 969 | 989 | 990} 965 | 949] 970 
1928 1,021 | 1,017 | 1,206 | 1,035 989 | 1,026 942 965 | 966 953 928 944 
1929 1,090 | 1,061 | 1,286 | 1,094 1,046 | 1,092 | 1,004 | 1,029 | 1,041 | 1,010 990 | 1,006 
1930 984 | 974 | 1,182 | 977 | 964 | 988} 913 | «952 | 958 | 909] 932] 916 
1931 876 858 | £011) 843 857 879 7ot | 8t5 625 781 810 793 
1931 rst Qtr. 899 | 898 | 1,063 | 875 884 903 835 854 | 863 806 842 | 836 
2nd ,, 888 887 | 1,041 867 873 891 793 816 | 822 775 797 795 
3rd, 857 | 843 | 970} 818 | 833 | 858] 766 | 798 | 806 | 766| 794! 769 
Aut My 861 842 g69 812 837 861 768 | 791 807 779 805 771 
1932 1st Qtr. 870 849 976 820 834 870 786 801 798 795 818 787 
2nd ts; 861 843 Q61 841 834 862 770 775 790 789 812 772 
1931. | 
January 915 903 | 1,094 880 896 918 852 869 871 822 854 852 
February 897 903 | 1,052 874 881 gor 835 855 863 803 849 835 
March 887 890 | 1,045 871 875 Sor 819 838 854 794 823 820 
April 896 898 | 1,048 881 886 goo 806 826 830 791 794 807 
May 883 893 | 1,045 865 869 888 793 814 820 769 800 794 
June 885 870 | 1,029 850 863 887 781 809 816 763 799 783 
July 863 857 968 829 839 865 766 800 807 756 787 769 
August 855 | 836 971 811 831 856 766 798 804 766 791 769 
September .. 854 | 836 971 | B15 829 855 767 | 796 808 776 804 770 
October 860 | 845 970 | 809 832 86r 761 795 807 773 801 765 
November .. 867 845 979 809 834 867 771 792 810 772 808 rig 
December 855 837 958 818 844 856 771 787 804 791 808 774 
1932. | 
January 860 835 970 813 834 860 778 | 790 796 790 804 780 
February 874 859 984 821 829 874 795 814 803 798 829 797 
March © 875 | 854 | 974 | 826 | 840] 875} 784 | 799 | 796| 797 | 820] 786 
April 872 | 851 975 | 846 | 848 | 873 | 782 | 794 | 802 | 803 | 830] 784 
May 859 | 843 | 949 | 842 | 832 | 860] 769 | 777 | 788 | 786 | 806 | 771 
June 852 | 835 | 960 | 836 | 823 | 853} 761 | 755 | 781 | 779 | 800] 762 
HovsInc—(WEIGHTED AVERAGE 4 AND 5 ROOMS). 
1927 1,109 | 1,062 | 693 | 1,138 | 866 | 1,093 j 1,046 | 631 | 788 | 997 | 793 | 1,015 
1928 1,143 | 1,089 702 | 1,183 885 | 1,125 | 1,087 675 793 980 831 | 1,053 
1929 1,162 | 1,082 For | 1,240 880 | 1,142 | 1,694 704 817 941 B49 ncb0 
eat rose |7'8$ | 700 | "983 | Boe |11008 | 'sez | 620 | 683 | sis | 823 | B47 
1931 {,026 895 7 ' | 
i I 738 | 1,028 59 | 1,084 905 639 689 846 834 883 
et oy ne 11057 oa 730 975 938 1,036 | 875 | 619 | 664 | 823 | 810] 854 
3rd ,, }x,012 | 890 | 728 | 942 | 918 | 993 | 847 | 611 | 633 | 799 | 815 | 827 
athees, 927 795 605 867 753 905 843 610 628 792 826 823 
1st Qtr. I 810 615 850 778 895 830 629 643 755 8x1 812 
aoa ets see 798 621 845 783 884 819 629 643 743 805 802 
FooD, GROCERIES, AND HOUSING. 
ne eee eee SS 
1,038 | 1,02 1,068 950 | 1,056 996 862 918 976 894 986 
rade 069 | Hoss | 1027 | 1,087 | 952 |106r | 993 | 862 | 904| 962 | 804 | 983 
1929 1,115 | 1,068 |1,078 | 1,146 | 987 | 1,110 [1,036 | 914 | 962 | 985 | 940 | 1,026 
B ° 1,059 | 998 |1,021 |}1050 | 969 | 1,052 | 94 861 | 884 | g00 | 909} 940 
i931 "929 877 901 882 669 923 818 746 764 793 B15 812 
2 8 2 gil 967 860 778 801 820 839 853 
ek a Ae ou cee oon BEE 896 943 822 746 766 792 804 816 
erdtes 912 860 | 884 | 862 863 | 906} 795 732 745 778 802 790 
qth |, | 884 | 825 | 840] 83x | 807| 877} 794 | 727 | 744 | 783} 813 | 790 
: 88 835 | 848 | 831 | 814 | 879 | 801 | 740 | 743] 781 | 815 | 796 
1932 1st Qtr |e | gay | sax | 843 | 8x6 | 870] 788| 723| 738| 773] 810 | 783 





See 


(a) See explanatory note at centre of page 17. 
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Retail Prices Index-Numbers 30 Towns : 








3 . 3 ust K 
; = & | | , q =e é | a 
3 a 3 4 | B3e38 ; ee dren | o= 4 Be ike 
bee) a | Be | So eee ae lees) oe eepee 
a Q a “ne Ee aS i s a3 | s wa/os 
=| £ | 3s] #6) & [Zee] & [Ses| | © | £2138 
». rs 4 c-) 
9 & | a@s| oe) F |F<o] < |Mae| & | 53 | as | ban 
FOOD AND GROCERIES—(46 COMMODITIES). 
1927 . 912 |1,005 | 1,139 | 969 | 95K }1,030 | 1,071 | 1,071 | 1,015 | 1,102 | 1,033 
1928 . 891 | 970 | 1,087 | 930 | 940 | 993 | 1,059 |1,048 | 997 |1,110 | 999 
1929 929 | 1,011 | 1,102 971 gO6I | 1,055 | 1,137 | I,1IX | 1,034 | 1,166 | 1,061 
1930 846 | 912 | 966 | 877 | 855 | 937 | 1,036 | 1,019 | 924 | 1,044 | 944 
1931 754 843 902 798 788 789 869 853 774 864 | 795 
1931 rst Qtr. 803 870 916 813 810 835 930 910 794 gi2 842 
and ,, 766 848 g16 804 797 810 886 868 774 884 816 
3rd _,, 737 815 884 785 766 754 824 816 760 821 760 
ath“, 748 840 892 790 778 757 834 820 768 837 763 
1932 1st Qtr. 744 | 844 | 898 | 777] 772} 787 | 873 | 854 | 788 | 851 | 793 
2nd: |;, 742 815 885 781 758 781 860 836 783 829 787 
1931. 
January 794 | 858 | 903 | 796 | 804 1 846] 949| 932] 829] 9171 854 
February 814 877 920 819 817 829 931 916 781 914 837 
March 802 876 | 925 825 809 829 gir 881 772 906 834 
April 783 864 920 809 807 824 903 878 779 897 829 
May 768 845 914 810 796 812 885 868 775 882 817 
June 746 834 914 792 787 796 870 857 768 873 801 
July 740 820 896 783 766 762 845 830 764 835 768 
August a 733 808 876 785 762 753 815 809 761 814 759 
September .. 740 815 880 789 77% 748 811 809 755 814 754 
October 744 826 883 784 771 749 814 811 761 826 755 
November .. 751 847 890 785 783 753 835 818 762 828 760 
December .. 751 847 903 8or 781 769 855 830 781 858 775 
1932. 
January 739 | 847 | 900} 787| 775} 769] 854] 845 | 781 | 841 | 776 
February 742 843 894 767 774 798 889 866 790 864 805 
March 751 841 goo 778 767 793 876 852 792 849 799 
April 750 826 893 785 764 795 872 855 786 847 801 
May 743 818 884 784 760 780 856 833 789 826 786 
June 733 802 879 772 750 769 853 820 775 814 775 
per Pee er ee ee ee ee ee ee ee 
wee! ce ee ee ee ee ek a AVERAGE 4 AND 5 RooMS), 
1927 832 743 698 564 745 802 942 508 701 511 801 i A I PN er eee oe ee I 
1928 839 727 | 653 | 677 | 679 | 805 } 1,022 | 481 | 699] 549} 770} 979 
1929 841 | 719 | 633 | 745 | 678 | 806 "986 | 443 | 695 ee 816 | 945 
1930 775 727 685 720 668 759 g16 398 715 810 | 882 
1931 680 628 624 628 648 668 755 402 675 586 715 Ss 
1931 rst Qtr. 690 622 646 657 660 679 807 385 703 586 735 981 
2nd ,, 689 622 630 657 639 677 760 426 684 586 714 740 
3rd_,, 679 | 644 | 627 | 623 | 647] 669] 732 | 398 | 663 | 586) 715 | 733 
4th ,, 660 | 623 | 594 | 574 | 647 | 648} 720| 398 | 650] 586} 697 | 702 
1932 1st Qtr. 649 591 590 557 647 636 696 382 628 610 702 679 
2nd ,, 644 662 590 550 622 637 697 377 629 609 695 680 
Ne ae eee 
FooD, GROCERIES AND HOUSING. 
we eee 
1927 go2 | 852 | 896] 935 | 890] 898} 999 | 871 | 940] 836} 995 | 989 
1928 gor 833 858 942 84r 892 } 1,003 854 925 838 990 | 992 
1929 gi2 855 877 975 867 906 | 1,030 891 963 866 | 1,042 | 1,020 
1930 819 804 832 879 803 821 929 810 gII 804 g6r | 922 
(931 743 716 765 805 745 745 V7 703 790 707 eit | 774 
1931 1st Qtr. | 760 | 739] 791 | 824 | 759] 764} 825 | 737] 836] 720] 849} 820 
2nd ,, 753 | 715 | 770| 824 | 745] 754] 792 | 723 | 803 | 707 | 824} 789 
ards, 730 | 704 | 748 | 79x 736 732 | 746 | 673 | 762} 698] 784} 743 
4th ,, 730 | 704] 753] 779] 739} 732} 744 | 680] 759) 703 | 787 | 744 
1932 1st Qtr. 721 690 | 754} 777 731 724 754 | 699 | 774] 7251 798| 753 
and ,; 710 713 735 767 724 715 752 689 763 721 781 | 749 


Reratt Pricgs. 


the five-yearly period, 1923-27, as Base (a) (= 1,000)—continued. 


QUEENSLAND—INDEX-NUMBERS. 


Weighted Average of Six Capital Cities ducing 


SouTH AUSTRALIA—INDEX-NUMBERS. 




























































































(a) See note at centre of page 17. 

























































































Retail Prices Index-Numbers 30 Towns 
the five-yearly period, 19 


ReTait PRICEs. 
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: Weighted Average of Six Capital Cities during 
23-1927, as Base (6) (=1,000)—continued. 







































































































































































WESTERN AUSTRALIA—INDEX-NUMBERS. TASMANIA—INDEX-NUMBERS. 23 S 
= . 
oF oS 
= : = > > 
6 | re ees ee in as le A ,| <2} < 
| od | ie to vee ;| 2| 21 8] $ |3e8l sslzeg 
: Eel gectsheed hme 3 |S» 171 8 Ss e-| @ | EMS) S= less 
S s ei ok Sa = < 3 <= =s 
a & | £/ 2] 43 me: e I I oR 5 we Gl of jects 
Bot tebe: obi be pee ceed ead penis lee: feral ies feos 
ay td | * Fs) | o |Fab] 4 Q Qa & |\F<c] 30/384 
a ee 
FooD AND GROCERIES—(46 COMMODITIES). 
poe. £4 2S eee EBV 
7 1,004 | 1,148 | 1,098 | 1,109 | 1,101 | 1,026 | 1,000 987 | 1,017 | 1,006 | 1,105 | 1,001 
a 1,053 | 1,173 | 1,104 | 1,130 | 1,096 | 1,069 966 949 | 1,006 973 | 1,080 967 
:) 1,084 | 1,267 | 1,157 | 1,173 | 1,149 | 1,108 | 1,025 995 | 1,078 | 1,038 | 1,140 | 1,024 
0, g6t | 1,138 | 1,041 | 1,070 | 1,055 | 986 952 | 937 | 1,002 938 | 1,068 953 
1 836 994 883 918 656 B16 812 844 327 934 B24 
I Ist Qir. 877 | 1,012 913 | 922 | 938 894 864 853 | 870 867 992 866 
and 866 | 1,007 892 916 935 884 826 822 847 827 929 829 
Sui lias 806 977 866 873 | go1 | 829 784 791 825 798 gor 792 
4th ,, 793 | 980) 861 834 | 899 | 817] 790 | 782} 835 | 814 | 915 | 795 
2 ist Qtr. 826 990 868 828 goo | 845 814 800 859 854 914 817 
andi, 835 | 988 | 879 | 853 900 853 811 791 839 839 908 811 
1931. | | 
uary 870 998 937 922 | 926 887 875 867 896 864 | 1,027 879 
ruary 879 | 1,018 gl4 920 938 896 866 856 854 876 979 867 
‘ch 882 | 1,020 887 926 948 899 850 837 860 | 860 971 852 
il 879 | 1,017 889 923 946 896 838 829 854 849 956 841 
r 869 | 1,008 gor gi2 937 887 833 819 847 820 928 832 
e 849 995 886 913 923 868 806 818 840 811 904 3 
r ait 819 g8r 872 882 gio 840 789 802 820 801 g00 79 
‘ust 801 973 857 866 | 897 823 787 794 822 796 go2 794 
tember .. 800 978 869 870 896 823 776 778 832 797 go2 784 
ober 792 983 | 860 | 844} 904 | 817] 784 776 | 833 810 | 916 789 
rember .. 796 986 861 836 | 903 820 792 784 836 ie 913 796 
rember .. 792 | 972 | 863 822 892 814 795 786 835 30 g16 00 
1932. | | 
, y Bi 820 | 82 870 | 810 889 839 804 796 852 852 910 810 811 814 
aay 5 a mee 858 822 897 | 842 818 803 859 859 gi2 821 825 829 
iota 8 836 | 998 | 877] 852] 9x4 | 855] 821 799 | 864] 852] 920] 822] 822] 825 
il os 844 | 1,006 | 882 | 858 | 910 | 863} 831 | 807] 855 | 853 | 917] 830] 820] 824 
¢ oe 834 988 | 885 | 857 go2 853 812 786 835 835 908 810 808 812 
8 : 826 971 870 843 | 888 Ba4 790 779 827 829 goo 794 800 803 
| i 
; HovusInGc—(WEIGHTED AVERAGE 4 AND 5 ROOMS). 
22 541 894 | 713 | 870 | 8764 966 | 787 | 770 | 743 | 424 | 878 
ae 541 | 917} 671 | 957} 893 | 939 | 845 | 778 | 711 | 460] 878 
955 | 543 | 917} 675 | 985 | 906} 932] 831 | 781 | 733} 520] 873 
) 979 | 582 | 903 | 783 |1,063 | 934] 914 | 806| 726} 774 | 567] 858 
88! 657 B5t | 77! | 1,035 858 901 778 7i2 726 598 840 
i 870 789 | 1,043 888 915 785 710 768 584 852 
B98 ae 862 | 786 |1,042 | 870 } 923 | 783 | 710] 737] 594} 855 
865 | 703 | 835 | 757 |1,060 | 850} 888 | 775 | 708 | 705 | 606] 830 
835 704 838 754 995 824 880 768 718 7o1 606 824 
818 669 823 743 987 805 862 766 715 699 662 814 
foe 765 810 740 g8r 808 878 757 702 698 676 821 
ee ae a ae Ca bn Se mn = a Se Ls a SS 
- FooD, GROCERIES, AND HOUSING. 
a 6 68 | 1,019 | 973 | 988 | 916] 929) 913 | 864} 957 
: |, on re) 11038 967 1,047 |1,007 | 956 | 912 | 926] 880] 860| 935 
: aoe 1,010 | 1,072 | 996 | 1,090 | 1,036 | 992 | 937] 972 930 o20 970 
# | geo | 83 | g72| B6| "960 | 857| Bae | so0| Zor! zor | gis | b2e 
i 852 874 872 & 
\ ee ee lisp Ces ola pe oe ee 
; 3 8 892 882 829 813 832 848 861 
tele as eos Beard & Boa siete aa hisaonl wiabe, hiieons | gae (aes, | cesalt vast 
H oy a 827 880 855 832 957 836 821 786 783 765 797 806 
i 3th sf 808 882 853 806 933 820 822 777 793 774 805 805 
831 831 788 808 799 824 816 
r. 823 876 | 852 798 | 931 3 
ret Qtr | g20| 909 | 854) 813 | 929| 837| 835] 779| 790| 789| 826| 815 











2 ee eEEeEeEeEeeEeEeE—E—E—E—E—eEe——E—E—————EEEE—EEE EE 
i tion (W.A.), Zeehan (Tas.), and Beaconsfield (Tas.), were replaced in 1923 by 
(aybhs comms ob ae eae é : (6) So note at centre of page 17. 


Sttharn (W.A.), 


Burnie (Tas.), and Devonport (Tas.). 


22 Reta PRIcEs. 


In so far as they relate to the capital cities the index-numbers in these 
tables are comparable in every respect with those given on page 18 for the 
respective groups, and where they relate to the same period are identical 
in both tables. 


The index-numbers in the separate parts of the table cannot be directly 
compared with one another in order to show the relative cost of (say) housing 
and food and groceries, since the weighted average cost during the five-yearly 
period, 1923-1927, is in each part made equal to 1,000. 


The last two columns in each of the tables above refer to the weighted 
average for the six capital cities and for the 30 towns. The population 
weights used in the computations of these weighted averages for 1923 and 
subsequent years are as follows :— 


Population Weights Used for Different Towns. 









































| | | 
Hew south | Victoria. Queensland. hese Australia. | stator | Tasmania. 
| 
| | | | 
| 3 | ey Pe | 3 <3 | 3 
Town. a Town. Town. € | Town. £1 Town. ‘Town, 1s 
| © | 3 i) oO oO o 
| & | E E | E ES |B 
| | | | | 
Sydney .. 899 Melbourne 766 Brisbane 210 Adelaide 255\Perth, etc. | 155 Hobart 52 
Newcastle | 84 Ballarat .. | 36 T’woomba 21 Kadina,etc.| 13/Kalg’lic,etc] 19 Launceston) 24 
Broken Hiil 26'Bendigo .. | 30 Rockham’n 24 Pt. Pirie 1o|Northam 4 Burnie .. 3 
Goulburn 13 Geelong .. 32 Chrts. Twrs. g Mt. Gamb’r 4 Bunbury 4 Devonport | 5 
Bathurst | 9 W’nambool 8 Warwick 6 ie a IC 2\Geraldton 4 Queenst’wn| 3 
| | | | | 








The weights used are based on the 1921 Census populations, and represent 
to the nearest 1,000 the actual populations at that date. 


g. Retail Prices Index-Numbers in Terms of Currency.—In each section 
of the next table the average cost for the six capital cities during the five- 
yearly period 1923-1927 has been taken as base = 20s. The figures 
measure the variations in the cost of—(a) food and groceries ; (b) house 
rent ; and (c) food, groceries, and house rent combined, from year to year 
in each city separately (in the vertical lines), and the relative cost in the 
several cities in each year (in the horizontal lines). Thus, by referring to 
the section of the table relating to food, groceries, and house rent combined, 
it will be seen that 12s. 1d. in Sydney in 1911 was equivalent to Ios. in 
Brisbane, or Ios. 10d. in Hobart, while 15s. 11d. in Melbourne for the last 
quarter of 193I was equivalent to 8s. Iod. in Brisbane in 1907, or 138. 5d. 
in Perth in IgitI. : 


Reta PRIcEs. 
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Retail Prices—Amounts necessary on the Average in each Year specified from 1907 to 
1982 to purchase in each Capital City what would have cost on the average £1 during 
the five-yearly period, 1923-1927, in the Capitals regarded as a whole. 
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Weighted 
Year. Sydney. | Melb’ne. | Brisbane. | Adelaide. Perth. Hobart. | Average of 6 
Capita! Cities. 
Foop anp GRocerizs (46 CoMMODITIES). 
gud | a deel. eohen li eae dtc ies, 8. d. 
1907 TOs On| TO™ 4yl mln a ee LOnES Ui Ye fea cs Gol 10 8 
IQIr 1g i 10m Oo II 5 It 85 pena II 10 Il 2 
1921 ZTE See 2 tees | 20 3 214) 22 A | 522088, 2053) 
1926 ZO. LT | TORTOn | B20 5510 20 11 20) 10) |" 520) 1 20 5 
1927 20 8 19 5 18 10 20 7 ZO. 20 0 20 0 
1928 20 5 | 18 10 18 8 19 IO Ziel 19 4 19 8 
1929 21 10)" 20) re) 19 v0 2 aay Zt ats} 20 6 201% 
1930 19 8 18 3 16 II 18 9 IGL.3 19 I 18 10 
193% Bc {if 26) | TS Or eet Sent [pag 16. 9 16 4 16 6 
1931 rst Qtr. LSSFoN 169s 16 0 16 8 7a. 7a 7 eZ 
a andr anitei7 29 15 10 15 9 56) 52 17nd) 16 6 16 9 
7 Biche eel | ea) 15 ig Ot. 4 15) 6 nfoy 3 1 8 16h Sa 
% Aches |) al7) aS 15 4 15 4 its) ae I5 10 15 10 LO x 
TOSS TShese E7S I5 9 T5 3 I5 9 16 6 16.3 16 5 
“r Ay fy EGP 3 15 5 14 II Tey. uo Ms) 16 3 Op, 2 
Hovusr Rent (WEIGHTED AVERAGE, 4 AND 5 Rooms CoMBINED). 
Es 
1907 II Io fy a Bisel, plow 2 (oye Bie a 9g II 
IQII 14 0 Ties 70 Tae oT Io 6 9 0 12/3 
1921 IQ) 9 167 5 i247 Om 2 14 9 U7 a7, T7LnS: 
1926 227A 20 9 16 4 18 6 18 0 19 II | 20 6 
1927 | 22" '2 20 II TOPS) | MLOeLO |e kOe ay 1) LOnn A! 20m 7 
1928 | 22 10 21459 16 9 20 5 18 10 18 9 2I 4 
1929 a GE | Apa aet 16 10 19) 9 19 I 18 8 206 
1930 23/174’ 20° "3 I5 6 18 4 TO. 7, 18 3 20 II 
193! a 20 6 tie [37 15 1 UT few 6 18 0 18 0 
193i Ist Qtr. 22.2 18 I 13 10 TO) 2 18 6 18 4 19 I 
ie Dads, Zia 2 7 On 139 Top 15 Oe ro. 6 TS 4 
af grd! 5; 20 3 16 II r3z7 14 8 re 4 17) =O cay ets, 
me 4th ,, ES 7 16-100} 132 14 5 16 8 VIPS, 16 II 
1932 1st ;; T8343 16 7 13u/0 eet 16 4 17013 162 7 
55 200.545, TG ice 16 5 Lond 13 II 16 3 Ly 7, 16 5 
Foop, GROCERIES, AND HovusE RENT CoMBINED. 
1907 Pp eimnc © 9 II 810] 10 6 LTS Io 2 Io 5 
Igli ie 02 Io 9g TOWsO" |e 12. 4 TS3ee Sie 0) 10, Die 
1921 Ric 20 9 19 6 bt a) 19 6 Ig 8| 2011 Ig 10 
1926 a 21-5 20-2 18—-8)|--20- 1 19 10} 20 6 20 6 
1927 - 20 tz 19 It TS On} 20810) TO On EOS) 20) as 
1928 oH 2 Tana Ig 10 19/20) ZO" = 20 3 nora 20 3 
1929 baa 22a 20 9 18 3 20nE 7, 20 9 Ig IO sit a 
1930 ak 21 ike 18 11 16 5 1S 27 19 4 18 9 19 7 
1931 bis ig 7 16 4 14 10 Die, iit 16 i i7 | 
1931 Ist Qtr 19 6 Gy. Be rey *2 16 6 17 11 17 38 17 10 
je 2nd 4,3 19 0 16.5 } sk5. 15 10 1G sk er ed Lee 
,e 3rd, 18 3 15 II 14 F 14 II 16.7 16 5 16 8 
;@a 4th ts, 177 8 I5 Il 4 7 14 II 167 2 16 5 16 5 
1932 Ist 5, a co) 16 0 ass 155 16 6 1G) 7 16 6 
a and ,, 17. 6 15 9 14. (2 15 5 16 6 16 8 16 3 


24 Foopb, rTc., CLOTHING AND MISCELLANEOUS. - 


to. Price Details, 1931.—The summarized results of price-movements 
are published quarterly, and the average retail prices of food and groceries 
for each month are published in the Quarterly Summary of Australian 
Statistics. In Section II. of the Appendix to this Report, the average 
retail price of each item of the food and groceries regimen during 1931 is 
given for the 30 towns included in the investigation. Information with 
regard to house rents is published quarterly in the Summary, and annually 
in the Labour Reports. In appendixes to Labour Report No. 1, detailed 
particulars were given of retail prices and house rents in the capital cities 
for the years 1901 to 1911. In Report No. 2 and subsequent issues 
information in detail regarding retail prices and rents during each year has 
been published. 


§ 3. Food, &c., Clothing and Miscellaneous. 


1. General.—In the following Section the results are included of 
investigations into retail price variations of ali items ordinarily entering 
into household expenditure classified into four main groups :—Food and 
Groceries ; Rent,; Clothing ; and Miscellaneous. 


The tabulation by the Bureau was undertaken as a result of the recom- 
mendation of the Royal Commission cn the Basic Wage which was appointed 
in Igig to inquire into and report upon the following matters :— 


(i) The actual cost of living at the present time, according to reason- 
able standards of comfort, including all matters comprised in 
the ordinary expenditure of a household, for a man witha wife 
and three children under fourteen years of age, and the several 
items and amounts which make up that cost. 


(ii) The actual corresponding cost of living during each of the last 
five years. 


(iii) How the basic wage may be automatically adjusted tu the rise 
and fall from time to time of the purchasing-power of money. 


This Commission issued two reports—the first in November, 1920, and 
the second in April, 1921. These reports show that, according to the standard 
assumed by the Commission, the cost of living as at the 1st November, 
1920, for a family consisting of man, wife, and three children under fovffteen 
years of age, was as follows :— 


Royal Commission on Basic Wage—Cost of Living, 1st November, 1920. 
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The corresponding cost of the commodities and services included (which 


=< fully set out in the first Report) for the years 1914 to 1920 was as 
CHOWS :— 


Royal Commission on Basic Wage—Cost of Commodities, etc., 1914 to 1920. 
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In answer to the third clause of the inquiry, the Commission recom- 
mended that “a Bureau of Labour should be organized from existing 
members of the Public Service. which should ascertain from time to time 
the rise and fall in the purchasing-power of money in relation to the 
reasonable standard of comfort for the typical family (i.e., such a family 
as is described in Clause 1).”’ After consulting the Commonwealth Statistician 
as to methods of collection and tabulation, the Government decided that the 
recommendation would be met by widening the scope of inquiries of this 
nature already made by the Commonwealth Bureau of Census and Statistics. 


The results of the investigations by the Bureau into the variations in the 
cost of living since 1920 according to this standard are given hereafter. 


2. Methods Adopted.—_The Commission was concerned principally with 
ascertaining variations in the cost of the regimen adopted, which is described 
in the “Indicator List” published in the Report. It appeared, however, 
that the usefulness of the investigations by this Bureau would have been 
somewhat limited if confined in the way suggested by the Commission, and 
it was decided, therefore, to apply to a more detailed inquiry the method 
of index-numbers already used in the investigations into variations in the 
cost of food, groceries and housing. 


The ordinary expenditure of a household has been grouped under four 
heads—(i) Food and Groceries ; (ii) Housing ; (ii) Clothing ; (iv) Other 
Requirements (Miscellaneous). 


It was decided to adopt for food, groceries and house rent,* the 
commodities method and weighting already in use, and the commodities and 
quantities conform very closely to those given in the ‘* Indicator Lists ” of 
the Commission. With regard to housing, the Commission adopted a certain 
type of 5-roomed house as its standard in determining the amount allowed 
for house rent, but the figures quoted by this Bureau, while not confined to 
any particular type, fairly represent variations in the rent for the type of 
house described by the Commission. 


oo 
* The basis of housing accommodation has been altered in this section to conform with the basis 
adopted in § 2, 
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Inquiries by this Bureau had been confined to food, groceries and housing. 
It became necessary, therefore, to investigate the cost of clothing and 
miscellaneous items. With regard to clothing, the Basic Wage Commission 
collected a large amount of information as to duration of articles, and this 
has been used in computing the index-numbers given in the following tables. 

With regard to miscellaneous expenditure, inquiries were made regarding 
cost of fuel and light, household utensils, drapery, crockery, and other items 
in the “Indicator Lists’, and the aggregate expenditure thereon has been 
computed in the same manner as that for clothing. 

The item “ groceries (not food) ” has been omitted from miscellaneous 
expenditure, though it was so described by the Commission, as the index- 
numbers already published by this Bureau cover the articles allowed for 
under this heading, such as soap, starch, blue, &c. 

In respect to clothing and a good deal of miscellaneous expenditure, 
it is not possible to ensure continuity of grade or quality, as it is with food 
and groceries. It is therefore necessary in many cases to fall back on the 
“‘ predominant ”’ price—the price of the grade or quality most in demand. 
The index-numbers for clothing and “miscellaneous expenditure” are 
therefore affected by changing standards and are not such true measures of 
prices as the index-numbers for food and groceries. The complete “all- 
items ”’ index is consequently less trustworthy than the food-and-rent index. 


3. Base.—For comparative purposes, it was necessary to fix some period 
as base. The new series of index-numbers, covering all items of household 
expenditure, were computed in the first instance from price data relating 
to the month of November, 1914. This period was adopted owing to the 
difficulty of securing information regarding prices of clothing and 
miscellaneous items for earlier periods. While the index-numbers for 1914 in 
the following tables relate to the month of November, they may be accepted 
as typical of conditions immediately preceding the war. For base, the 
weighted average cost for the six capital cities was taken, and the aggregate 
expenditure in November 1914 made equal to 1,000. The index-numbers 
were computed to this base up to and including the 4th Quarter 1929. In 
accordance with the decision of a Conference of Statisticians that a post- 
war period should be adopted as base, an alteration was made as from Ist 
January 1930, and the index-numbers in the following tables have been 
computed to a post-war base, viz., the weighted average cost in the six 
capital cities during the five-yearly period—1923-1927—the average annual 
aggregate expenditure in this period being made equal to 1,000. 


4. Variations—Thirty Towns.—The investigations have been extended 
to the five principal towns in each State for the months of November 
1921, and May, August and November 1922, and quarterly for the year 
1923 and subsequently. The task of securing information for previous 
years as to prices of clothing and miscellaneous requirements in towns 
other than the capitals was considered unnecessary. So far as the capitals 
are concerned, details were already available in the Report of the Royal 
Commission on the Basic Wage. Information of this nature is at present 


collected quarterly for all the towns, and quarterly index-numbers are 
available. 


5. Retail Prices—Thirty Towns—Nov. 1914 to 2nd Quarter 1932.— 
The following tables give index-numbers for (i) Food and Groceries; 
(ii) Housing ; (iii) Food, Groceries and Housing Combined ; (iv) Clothing; 
(v) Miscellaneous Requirements; (vi) Food and Groceries, Housing, 
Clothing, and Miscellaneous Requirements combined. 


Food and Groceries 
Six Capital Cities a 
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1927 as base (= 1,000). 
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Housing (4 and 6 rooms).—Index-Numbers—30 Towns; Weighted 
Capital Cities during the five-yearly period 1923-1927 as base (= 
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1 Housing Combined (4 and 5 rooms).—Index-Numbers—20 Towns ; 
Weighted Average Six Capital Cities during the five-yearly period 1922-1927, as 
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Nov. 1914 .. | 560! .. ae * kg oy HMaOsBillenae ois a Avell 
He ky ae 840 | 771 | 779 820} 794 824 898 81r 839 770 844 
Years 1923-27 | 887) 845 | 847 | 892} 854 880 992 | 865) 915 | 818 948 
Year 1927... | 902 | 852/| 896 | 935 890 | 898 || 999 | 87: | 940} 836 | 995 
» 1928 .. | gor} 833 858} 942} 841 | 892 || 1,003 | 854] 925 | 8384 990 | 
» 1929 .. | 9x2 | 855} 877{1 975} 867 906 ||/1,030 | 891 | 963 | 866 | 1,042 | 
ee tOSON tn. 819 | 804 832 | 879 803 | 821 929 | 810 gir | 804 g6r 
1931. | 743 | 716] 765 | 805] 745 | 745 || 777 | 703 | 790] 707 | Sxx | 
1931 1st Qtr.| 760/ 739 | 79x | 8241 759 | 764 || 825 | 737| 836| 720| 849 | 
» 2nd ,, 753| 715 | 770! 824 | 745 | 754 || 792)| 723 803 707) 824 
» 3rd ,, 730 | 704; 748 | 79% | 736! 732 746 | 673 | 762 | 698 | 784 
» 4th ,, | 730) 704 | 753} 779] 739| 732 |) 744 | 680] 759 703 | 787 
pee eee goal | aes 
1932 rst Qtr. | 721 | 690| 754 | 777} 731 | 724 || 754} 699) 774 | 725 | 798 
on GB g10 | 913 | 735! 7671 7241 745 752 | 689 | 763 | 72x | 781 
WESTERN AUSTRALIA.—INDEX- Px Nu = 
NUMBERS. | TASMANIA.—INDEX-NUMBERS. g.; 
; | g5 
| 2 ; a aq =, 
Period. | = g > 3 32 
: S - =] so ia 
| 4 to S 2 =e 
& s 6 a 18 2x 
a IS ee ee ers Sa 
Nov. 191 a 689] .. ote 644 
mA need a4 916] 928) 898 924 
Years 1923-27 | 973] 958 1,004 1,000a 
Year 1927... | 975| 933) 1,026 1,011 
% ious .. | 1,053] 949] 1,038 1,014 
» 1929 .«. | 1,038) 1,010) 1,072 1,054 
» ~=6©-1930:««. | 968} 941) 992 ae 
3» §6193% «. | 852| 874, 872 
B94] 864 893 
1931 1st Qtr. | 894) 864 897 
2 200), > 877| 872) 881 “ 
me ASTGL6 . 39 827| 880; 855 
fn 4 thes 808) 882) 853 poad 
2 1st Qtr. 823) 876 852 823 
0 and ae 826) 909 854 814 






























































Fag i ee 
a {sos 
a Sak 
Be ene 
Hp SS 
BS |Eab 
855 | 876 
891 | 971 
894 | 986 
894 | 983 
940 | 1,026 
909 | 940 
815 812 
839 | 853 
804 816 
802 790 
813 790 
815 796 
810 783 


SOUTH AUSTRALIA.—INDEX-NUMBERS. 


__ | Weighted 
: | Average, 


| S.A. 


Weighted Average, 


30 Towns, 
Australia. 





907 
990 


1,002 
1,094 
1,044 
970 
847 


| 887 
860 
827 
814 


819 
810 





30 Foop, Etc., CLOTHING AND MiscELLANEOUS. 


Clothing.—Index-Numbers—30 Towns ; Weighted Average Six Capital Cities during the 
five-yearly period 1923-1927 as base (=1,000). 





N.S.W.—INDEX-NUMBERS. VICTORIA.—INDEX-NUMBERS. 

















I Ses t= | | os : ¥ 
= joc | zm Pel mony q * A ‘=I Dog 
x } —~ 
Period. 3 za Hoe | 3 es | 5 FA 3 vb g $ ae 
lee |e 3 | 2 /e8a| 81 2 | 3 | 8 | ales 
! ~ aan 7] = —T — 

o Ofna: | |e | o | 3 o |e o So ea 
|e elem. fe ctr eee ll suet, sleet gio a | S | FS pak 

Nov. 1914... >| CAA | REM, Tl (nga Bb |e ef | SET le ie ane ae an An = 
» 192k .. | 1,255 | 1,327 | 1,269 | 1,374 | 1,261 | 1,264 (1,599 | 1,573 | 1,463 | 1,612 | 1,326 
Years 1923-27 950 | 1,015 907 | 1,168 |} 1,022 | 958 | 1,073 | 1,022 | 1,058 | 1,159 } 1,014 


Year 1927... | 936 | 1,002 | 889 | 1,162 978 | 1,069 992 |1,037 11,139 | 984 








Mx ro28e ./pe078 984 | 878 | 1,167 | 1,022 | 1,099 | 1,013 |1,022 | 1,121 998 
a O20". 983 | 9827) 837 | 1,162 | 1,000 | 1,093 | 1,009 993 | 1,086 | 998 
ae ITO 304 «.- Q3I |1,012 | 801 |1,106 | 957 | 1,023 | 1,027 949 | 1,080 970 
ip et eas een 835 | 903 |. 727 |1,042 | 829 | 906 952 841 990 855 
1931 rst Qtr. | 856 | 931 | 731 | 1,100 839 | 941 952 865 | 1,017 R78 
» 2nd ,, | 843 | 912 | 729 | 1,042 | 836 897 | 948 | 852; 997 | 854 
ar Se Ney 828 | 885 | 720]/1,013 | 819 | 897 959 822 971 851 
me 4th 5: 813 | 883} 728 |1,011 | 820 889 | 950 | 823 | 974 | 838 














865 | 934 | 814 | 954] 835 


853 ' 934 808 | 939 | 824 











1932 1st Qtr.| 786| 857] 737] 908| 819 
ile and We), eailib 777 80311087201 QB ON 619 














QUEENSLAND.—INDEX-NUMBERS., SoutH AUSTRALIA.—INDEX-NUMBERS. 


| 
| 








Period. 





Moonta, and 
Wallaroo. 


Queensland. 


Brisbane. 
hampton. 
Charters 

| Towers. 
Average, 
Kadina, 
Gambier. 


Mt. 


| 
| 


| Toowoomba. 


| Adelaide. 
| Port Pirie. 


| 


| Rock- 








| 


| Warwick 
; Weight ed 


| 
| | 
| Fe leote 
1,435 | 1,480 | 1,697 | 1,180 1,238 
1,064 | 1,039 | 1,209 | 1,088 | 1,084 
| | | 
Year 1927 .. | 965 |1,049 1,024 | 831 | 1,105 | 975 || 1,067 | 1,043 | 1,016 | 1,207 | 1,102 | 1,066 
» 1928 .. 945 |1,006 1,01r | 847 |1,096 960 || 1,089 | 1,065 | 1,012 | 1,201 | 1,096 | 1,086 
» 1929 .. | 944 |1,050 | 972 822 |1,102 | 954 || 1,062 | 1,044 | 1,000 | 1,199 | 1,084 | 1,061 
SLOG! Sc: 4 910 | 1.052 | 934 826 | 1,066 923 || 960 1,094 | 923 |1,174 | 1,037 | 965 
» 193t .. | 847] 990| 849 | 774 935 | 858 || 876! 931 | 86x | 1,054 |1,0%5 | 882 


Nov. 1914 .. 657|— oo leer Sol eee ae er orcgedl |laeee 1) 
» 192% ,, [3,325 | 1,408 | 1,452 1,568 | 1,519 | 1,235 || 1,195 


Years 1923-27 | 1,024 | 1,070 | 1,056 915 | 1,090 | 1,028 || 1,084 

















1931 rst Qtr. 870 | 1,002 | 859 | 779 [ 955 | 878 


| 

| 907] 953 | 893 1,083 | 1,027 gi2 
» and ,, | 845] 989) 853 786 | 938) 856 || 879) 935 | 865 |1,054 | 1,010 | 85 
». gid °,, 839 | 993 | 853 | 767| 924 | 852 I 856 ony 849 | 1,048 | 1,009 | 863 


836 | 1,033 |1,014 | 868 


» 4th ,, 836 | 977>| 832 | 766 | 922 | 846 || 863! 914 

















1932 1st Qtr. | 824 | 944 | 824 | 757 | 874 | 832 849 | 888 | 804 | 988 | 963| 852 
weenie, ,, 810} 932 | 836 755 | 850 | 820 || 832 | 8821 793 974 | 957| 836 


| | | 
































WESTERN AUSTRALIA.—INDEX- : ry 

NUMBERS. ‘TASMANIA.—INDEX-NUMBERS. 2. S 

| Hi | ; <i a a | * qo q % 
Period, Tae a | ee g oO. 3 & z 38 us pea 
B Eg & |eOR | 2 2 ; & | 2 | 84} £5 |)8$5 
: 3} = 3 CHI =a) as ° a a a ee ra rear 
3 S jes 2/3 |=S| 3 g a ° & | mh) 85 | Bes 
Rig % | HN leas 8 5 Bs 2 or o o_3 
Gi 3 3 S | o> ° 3 2 EI > Zz o3 
&lM}/2)/al oleae) a | Al] al al & |Fe| Sa1s5&4 

| = Seal Sea | ae | en PG ila a oe he ae Gal se 
Noy. 1ot%@- «. 698 Pine . 825 he a Pree eer (ole 


“* ale yh . . . whe ary 
» 192 .. | 1,232] 1,376|1,382 | 1,454|1,320 | 1,277| 1,427| 1,670] 1,525| 1,405 1,504 |1,513 | 1,246 | 1,290 
Years 1923-27 | 1,019/ 1,136 972! 1,046) 1,010] 1,031 | 1,175|1,110 |1,052 |1,033 |1,217 |1,146 | 1,000q) 1,007 
Year 1927 = .. | 1,013/1,127| 934, 967) 1,003] 1,022] 1,098) 1,077] 1,027] 1,006] 1,188| 1,088] 975 | 982 
» 1928 .. | 1,027)1,130! 969; 974| 1,019] 1,035| 1,095! 1,109] 1,058] 1,025] 1,208 
» 1929 .. |1,023/1,135] 961) 966) 977|1,031| 1,093 1,090| 1,045] 1,066| 1,212|1,093| 996 | 999 
» 1930 .. |1,002|1,117| 938! 988) 972|1,012] 1,044) 1,538] 1,020] 1,072! 1,206/ 1,076 951 | 958 
» 1931 .. | 911/1,079| 875) 944] 909] 928] 950\ 1,015] 937| 924|1,108| 972| 853 | 86! 


























1931 Ist Qtr. 949, 1,086] 883] 944! 953| 962] 997| 1,063} 972|1,005|1,137| 1,020] 877 | 886 
ie anda, 951) 1,095} 893! 953| 930] 964] 971),1,034| 956| 924/1,117| 990] 859 | 867 
» 3rd ,, 874| 1,083} 880 | 953| 878] 898] 917| 999] 914] 890\1,086| 944] 843 85! 
edbliows 3s 869) 1,052] 846, 925) 875] 889 918, 964) 905} 879 




















1932 1st Qtr. 853 1,043] 828 92) 875; 874| 897: 974] 881! 850, 1,072) 
fn 220d 5 853 1,050] 828] 905! 869| 875| 890) 967| 867| 845|1,063| 914| 807| 817 
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7 . . . ities a < 
Miscellaneous.—Index-Numbers—20 Towns ; Weighted Average Six Capital Ci uring 
the five-yearly pericd 1928-1927 as base (=1,000). 


















































































































































































































































N.S.W.—INDEX-NUMBERS. VICTORIA.—INDEX-NUMBERS. 
) 
| | 3 | | | g | Set teal te 
2 | ig 1 a} oP ; otf Soa 
ole ae |29 [se | SE eee eaetee B | E.|ees 
" hob 5B |Sat ° | xe) = | @ES 
5 = | 5 l<S [Soy] -2 =| S ae o2s 
lel | c= Gi 2 my a 
e| 2) 8-| 81 & lezel $1] 2 o | BS |P<b 
b Tames | a PES eae al lene e. Sb = 
Nov. 1914 .. | 766 _ st (ERS a alle | sae oe 
» 1921 .. |1,009 | 995 951 | 989 |1,01r || 1,021 956 oe Sra. | SBE 
Years 1923-27 | 1,021 933 908 934 | 1,013 993 hes . 
| | | 5 | 9 
Year 1927. 1,048 | 954 | 906 925 | 1,038 i 989 | 933 oe | nee oa 
» 1928 .. | 1,048 | 953 | 900 | 928 | 1,037 991 | 93 Bea Beenie ie 
6 | | gor | 925 | 1,035 986 | 927 hig Be 
wiet92008 .... log 947 pears a rang oe 938 853 967 
» 1930 .. |} 1,040 | 935 | , 9 oe | tees 
|3,003 || 939 | 893 
» 193I .. | 1,013 908 902 | 910 |1, weal —<——— 
| | 905 | 845 | 944 
193t 1st Qtr. | 1,021 918 | o70 aa aon | re B06 ae 848 ae 
ope aaa os 309 897 | 906 | 909 || 930 | 889 ed bey gee 
we Brat 3, 1,010 99 | boa leds 
H ath »» {1,009 | goo | 893 | gor | 998 930 | 888 - ; a 
| | 88 7| 834 
Be 08 | 886 | 906} 995 928 4 ae: 923 
ct aha a Bede a | 885 | 905 | 988 926 | 882 88 33 
—INDEX- ERS. 
QUEENSLAND.—INDEX-NUMBERS. || SOUTH AUSTRALIA —INDEX-NUMB 
= a = 
| 3 i | S|} =e Be ee : lp 
| «& aaah F ao 8) . 8 S| & re ile as 
Gass | “ +3 3 aos 5 5 8g 
ees | & 8 § | 82 = \2 fe z g$5) rv 3 £3 =e ; 
§ P - 2 | = @dona|l + : = 
| a | & | Se) BE) & [288] = |s8a] ez 38 | 33 |/s5< 
| @| &|82| 68! & lE<S) & laze) € | Ss 
| | | 
| 8 5 ae ie See 770 Ace | os ae acs 1aee 
Varta cy | Fat | Big [SES Sy) Ble) Bis | xB [ad | | nie |nike [nae 
Pe 592i =< pee geek toes y eeee eee x ; 
Years 1923-27 | 934 ee42 ine 22h | a 
| 6 | 1,017 977 | 1,013 | 1, 
| 19 | 977 | 927 | 937 || 1,022 | 996 |1, Le ocala nak 
Year ee oe | ae a Ae 972 | 927 aa | gts ep mere ae be 1085 
” oa Xr} 971 922 3. ; I,’ | | +9 8 973 970 | 1,01 
see 1929... | ~ 935 |. 949 oe | 5 912 931 | 1,019 ggr 959 6 993 
Oe roca. (See: Piece (kes Ieseeal beeadl Baeailt- een | 909 | 953 | 962 | 964 
ee 8 71 | 898 | 925 || 1,008 | 979 | 957 | 965 | 977 |1,004 
1931 1st Qtr. 926 | 939 92 | 9 oul Ne Bas 995 | 966 | 967/ 963) 964 2 
oe and 920 eS b<p oz baeee | tues | tees dlahece [tees 945 | 961) 958 | 990 
» td, er ee ae | 997 898 | 914 || 992] 963 | 944 | 960] 95 
gab athe cs, 914 | 924 | ——— 
| 922 | 890| 972} 897| 912 || 987| 955 | 940 cog | Weegee oa 
1932 1st Qtr. gri ee 883 | 969 | 898 | 908 || 988! 947! 939 aan 
WESTERN PL eS ge |  TASMANIA.—INDEX-NUMBERS. oe E 
—— 4 | ) ;) E{_g| 48le 
ae \ oe : Leet = 92] os lode 
(g/d) 8) Sle ie) ./ 2] 2 |e] 22 /ae 
Period. SC) ima | 3 |g aa iH 5 3 | 3 5 s = 38 Bee 
12/2 3/2/32) 2)3/12|2/ ¢ | 38) 38 eee 
Sigii2is8issiei4ai21é!é8l83| £2|$e2 
See ee ee 749 |—.. 
MS EK og 8 ce se i ame 952) 1,010 | 1,009 
Nov. 1914 780 a3. 932 985 941] 960] 959 Pe Bat 
p 848} 849) 842) ° 911] I, 
Oa. a. 1,030) 917 927, | 
als 1923-27 i | 
va sgh te ae) te) aaa fae 
eee oak. aren saul. Bait Selo Seah - aes (ONES BO 
2 oe ' | 
” 1929 . pe 899 830] 855| 808/ 891) 999 Hae 
paOgD ss 873 893) 842) 848] 805, 874) 973 e 
” | eae 
5 1931 ae > — Ce Se FEN | a73 
B26 Bee Blol Sool seal Gos] -gra'| B68 
ae 876 886 849) 849 04) 4 - 
Fae on 968 96 
3 8. 8. 803) 875 
Be rao 297) 826 Bay 801! 871 966} 958 
ret ge i eae 70 86894 j | 
ae he 828] 802) 859 963| 955 
== 2 54' 865 863 825 2 a 
1932 1st Qtr. | 955) 968 896 894 gaike oral Bante Beal” BaBhS azgl. 804 28ee > BET 





and | 955 968 897 894! 
ee ee ee en ee 
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Foop, Erc., CLOTHING AND MISCELLANEOUS. 


Total Household Expenditure.—Index-Numbers—30 Towns; Weighted Average Six 
Capital Cities during the five-yearly period 1923-1927 as base (=1,000). 
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N S.W.—INDEX-NUMRBERS. 
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| VICTORIA.—INDEX-NUMBERS. 
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| = ] me 5 | 
4 | = | | o | U 
= | r=] Sime | Nee a | | . fs te 
Period, 4 3 | a iy ged | 7 | els $ F) i 3 3&2 
& Spree eee 3 |SsF ° Re He ee] S BS) 
a “4 = a | ery Sa | oS Z s Oe ties 
oi 6 |oe | 2 |S [eel se | 3 [13 |") Je lees 
os | ee ay 5 a |E<ai) Si fom i) oS | FS |E<b 

2 ey eB ae ee A png ale | ft, | ae 

Noy. 1914 Rial a we wee as we aes GFR wets tl: eae Es lige ot 
4921 . | 1,046 | 1,042 | 975 | 1,033 947 | 1,042 |, 1,003 | g92 | 1,002 1,019 | 1,034 | 1,003 

Years 1923-27 |1,020 | 994 | 970 | 1,041 | 941 | 1,017 990 | 917 925 963 | 950 | 984 

} | | | | \ 

Year 1927... | 1,029 |1,015 | 1,000 | 1,062 | 952 | 1,027 990 | 922! 940 985 945 | 985 
» 1928 1,042 |1,014 | 997 | 1,074 | 964 | 1,038 992, 929! 936 973 941 987 
62920 1,073 | 1,028 | 1,018 | 1,108 979 |1,067 | 1,017 957, 969 980 , 960 |1,01T 
» 1930 1,026 991 | 973 | 1,039 959 | 1,022 956 | 909 | 926 917 ; 939 gst 
» 1931 922 888 882 | 922 867 918 846 | 808 833 822 | 860 843 

1931 Ist Qtr. | 954 925 | 909 965 895 | 950 878 836 | 855 845 | 881 874 
Nee cOde ee, 935 | 906 | 902} 937 | 886! 932 847 | 807 | 833 | 824 | 856] 844 
» 3td ,, | 909] 872} 872 | 903 | 860] 905 830 | 796 | 823 | 808 | 848 | 827 
35 4th 1 | 889 | 85x 844 | 883) 826 884 826 792 | 820 81z | 855 824 

1932 1st Qtr. 883 | 853 851 | 879} 831 879 829 | 793 | 816 | 807 |! 85x 827 
vee 2nGfe.. 874 | 848 836 | 883 832 870 818 | 780 813 Boo | 843 816 

QUEENSLAND.—-INDEX-NUMBERS. SoutH AUSTRALIA,—-INDEX-NUMBERS. 
Witoe ii . Taek (Sasa) e= i Sol eee 
: r= Fe Fe lihen oe! ee Salis ees lt eee ete] . .I3 
Feriod. «| ¢ | 8 | og|\g.| 8 |Zea) 6 |ag8) 2 | z!| ize 
a | = | se! $3 e 1oe8)] @ |Ses) &-| 2/1 ss las 
= mS ERS a = » | oOo, 25: 
#1 3188| #8/ 8 |sssi S$ (383 8 | wi] se se 
a eB |me| 6s) & |Fac) < |MSBE) a | Bo | a8 | En 

Nov. 1914 | 611 oy | a4 Phy ete | 699 = | se || ny | oy ae 
yo 192I_ .. | 923} 949 | 972 13,025 | 994! 94 || 989 | 998 | 1,025 | 1,029 | 948) 992 

Years 1923-27 | 927 Qr4 | go8 gio 921 923 || 1,019 930 g6r 936 99I | 1,012 

| i} | 

Year 1927 | 922 O14 | 9290 gi8* 946 923 | 1,018 932 970 945 | 1,023 | 1,012 
» 1928 | 917 906 | 903 925 QI4 915 |! 1,02 927 960 948 | 1,017 | 1,010 
» 1929 | 923 916 | 904 939 | 93% | 922 || 1,037 | 943] 980 | 963 | 1,043 | 1,030 
» 1930 | 859 885 | 868 883 882 863 952 885 927 918 980 948 
oe Lara We 798 816 806 827 815 | Bor || 837 Bor | 834 831 884 836 

1931 rst Qtr. | 814 834 824 839 , 828 817 | 875 828 870 | 846 | 912 873 
Bae G has | 804 816 816 840 815 807 847 813 | 845 831 | 801 846 
a Ord. ; 788 810 | 797 818 807 792 | 814 780 813 824 | 865 813 
Aree Chee on 786 804 794 810 809 789 | 814 782 | 808 823 | 869 813 

1932 ret Qtr. | 777| 788! 793 805 | 702 78 | 816 | 786| 809 | 827 | 864| 815 
mn 2nd | 767! 799! 784 798! 7831 772 || 8101 7771 800! 822 | 852! 809 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA.—INDEX- a ee A eee ee 
NGS: TASMANIA.- -INDEX-NUMBERS. eg | S 
3 7 aM Tcen a | de l2 
¢ ; SS tees less | e |e ; | aS e 
Period. Si¢ |e |S lge ls 13 | 5 | 8|38| 38 lees 
oles |e 28 [68 (Sah ob ies (Ge oe | S45 ee eee 
a OF (Sa 3) le Sy | ei aes eee: tees S ai\ao| 22 /\/22¢ 
: & z at |e ee (eeeo Pete eS deed S 2 | De! BS | Secs 
3 3 5 3) (MB: (nO Salesos Eas eg 5) eS) Roe! tome cones 
ale) a) A) ole | ai a | | 6 | Be] SS S88 

Nov. 1914 I9RPE - dhe »-ahe ~calic «=see -SUbo BSA ex dhe aalweedie alate ot (1 Ree 
192 1,008) 1,048] 1,030, 1,045) 1,056 1,020|| 1,070) 1,067) 1,003 904] 1,031] 1,057 1,013 | 1,013 
Years 1923-27 | 986/1,002! 985 974 1,015| 988) 1,031) 973, 957) 944) 958) 1,005) 1,000a) 9 

| \| | | 
Year 1927... | 984) 984) 988 963 \1,010| 985) 998! 953. 936| 925 
| 903) | | H 2 932! 977/1,002 | 997 
» 1928 .. | 1,012} 995] 1,003) 963| 1,029 1,009 980! 957| 941| 909! 934! 966! 1/009 | 1,003 
ee 2029) 1,026) 1,032] 1,022, 978) 1,051) 1,026) 1,000] 967} 966) 94 972) 986, 1,033 | 1,026 
» 1930 977| 986) 969) 966)1,029; 979|| 956) 949) 918} 920, 949). 951; 975 | 971 
» 1931 | 885} 937] 878) 877, 951} 891|| 875) 805| 837; 831| 88x| 869] 873 870 
| | | 
1931 1st Qtr. | 920; 933| 897 896: 971| 921|) 907| 894] 856 875| 908 | 
|| goo, 905 | 901 
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» 3rd ,, | 862] 941} 868 870 942) 872/| 8521 854) 824) 808] 864) 849) 857! 855 
» 4th ,, 848! 935) 859 848 926, 859 852) 840! 825! 811} 871 846, 847 | B45 
1932 1st Qtr. | 853] 930| 854| 840, 925| 862|| 852) 843| | 
| | | | | 843) 827) 816) 878; 848 846 
» 2nd ,, 8541 952! 856 848 922 866)| 853! 837! 815! 809 856. B46 837 Hee 








(a) Base. 
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§ 4. Retail Price Index-Numbers, 200 Towns. 


1. General.—To supplement the information collected monthly for 
the 30 towns specified in the preceding chapter, a special investigation into 
prices in 70 additicnal towns was undertaken in November, 1913. This 
investigation was repeated in November, 1914, and again in November, 
1915, when the number of additional towns was increased to 120. In 
November, 1923, the number was further increased to 170. Information in 
regard to prices obtained in November each year will relate, therefore, to 200 
towns. The results of the first investigation were published in Labour 
Bulletin No. 5 (Section IV., pages 26 to 33). The results of succeeding 
investigations have appeared in the Labour Bulletins and Reports of this 
Bureau. 


2. Resuits—1929 to 1931.—The base of the following tables is the cost 
of food and housing (all houses) in the six capitals in 1911. Column B gives 
for any of the towns specified the relative cost of food and housing (4-roomed 
houses only), and Column C the same for 5-roomed houses only. The use 
of these index-numbers is, therefore, for comparison with one another, since 
the base is, to some extent, arbitrary. Column A in the same way gives 
the cost of food only in the town specified, compared with the cost of food 
and housing (all houses) in the six capitals in r911. Column A, therefore, 
gives that part of the index-numbers in column B and (, which is accounted 
for by food. The balance is due to rent. These two parts, the food- 
component and the rent-component have no useful absolute significance, 
but give a valid comparison of food prices and of rent between the 200 towns 
specified. 


Index-Numbers—Cost of Food, Grocsries, and Housing in 200 Towns for November, 1929, 
1930, and 1931, compared with the Weighted Average Cost of Food, Groceries, and 
Rent for all houses in the Six Capital Cities in 1911 as base (=1,000). 









































1929. 1930. 1931. 
November. November. November. 

. - of sa - 4 5 ot > a 
State and Town. is 2.3 2% S 2.3 838 eas gag 
=] Oud | Seo 3 Bus | Bed a Bao | Ses 
Se eels] ee | © |38om | 3om shal tev 

bo) Re a2 ma | Be Be din | cs D> 
gS [ose losy| gs |oseylosy| gf | osy | oss 
mS | SRB ( SME] oS | CME | GME] oS | GE] ME 
88 |8e8|8z8|] 88 | 838] sys] 8s | 88) sus 
BO |ese|/ese |] ao ; ese laam | ao |naa | nam 

New South Wales— A B Cc A B Cc A B Cc 
Sydney 3 .. | 2,186 | 1,751 | 1,897 980 | 1,537 | 1,682 913 | 3,375 | 1,472 
Newcastle .. ve IL ex59 |) 2,049) |) 1.652 956 | 1,453] 1,602 889 | 1,277 | 1,388 
Broken Hill .. .. | 1,406 | 1,772 | 1,892 | 1,169 | 4,551 | 1,671 | 1,031 | 1,339 | 1,459 
Goulburn... fa I,200 | 1,801 1,939 944 | 1,491 | 1,582 852 | 1,288 | 1,355 
Bathurst =... SP |ereraa [11557 | at OL 930 | 1,339 | 1,446 879 | 3,213 | 1,300 
Albury 45 oie I,161 1,822 1,962 930 1,536 1,653 873 1,343 1,461 
Armidale .. val (Soret 27) Il 1t5603)'|, 1,707 937 | 1,375 | 1,463 885 | 1,290 | 1,363 
Ballina Be .. | 1,191 | 1,684 | 1,809 | 1,000 | 1,395 | 1,527 880 | 1,226 | 1,364 
Bega ae 6.8} 1,181 1,506 1,622 957 1,313 1,431 954 1,322 1,427 
Berry bs heb pete 75? lacks 5O4r Io t035 973 | 1,302 | 1,394 899 | 31,215 | 1,288 
Blackheath .. ae 1,272 | 1,733 | 1,812 | 1,036 | 1,463 | 1,582 943 | 1,321 | 1,425 
Bourke 8 Si 1,374 | 1,611 | 1,684 ; 1,089 | 1,418 | 1,484 | 1,018 } 1,380 | 1,478 
Bowral 8 as 1,219 1,794 1,956 991 1,478 1,636 938 1,320 1,431 
Casino ab Be 1,164 | 1,690 | 1,836 916 | 1,443 | 1,574 888 | 1,327 | 1,414 
Cessnock .. s2y ped noa) | yete503) 1) 1,570 935 | 1,307 | 1,420 874 | 1,179 | 1,254 
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Index-Numbers—Cost cf Food, Groceries, and Housing in 200 Towns, efc.—continued. 





1929. 1930. 1931. 
November. November. November. 























| 

sles tlle my wes mans cety pied & uit leew as 
State and Town. » | $2.31 338 | eh Oged | aha aes 23 | Sane 
B | Bas | Ba5 S| Bad | 5x8 qd | S35] S48 
23 2 al aoest S| Sesh) See S rou oes 

Sn on Se ome} Be ae Tn ae ne 
82 |oS¥/o83 | SS |SS91S89| S2 (589) 58s 
Sh I) S2 Cay to OLD 3h “ag eee 
2S | SRB) SAR] oS |SHEL SAB] oS | SHE] che 
82 |828|/8Ee8| 82 |8g8| 838] 82 | ses} ses 
BO |fse|e5e] oo lesa l|ese] ao |asel|eae 

New South Wales—contd. A Beye A B c A B G 
Cobar ‘. .. | 1,312 | 1,570 | 1,549 | 3,119 | 1,333 | 1,386] 1,008 | 1,224] 1,293 
Cooma cf .. | 1,256 | 3,599 | 31,826 | 1,053 | 1,382] 2,571 | 1,026 | 1,335 | 1,473 
Coonamble .. .. | 1,250 | 3,614 | 13,753 | 1,033 | 1,388 | 1,523 984 | 1,302 | 1,408 
Cootamundra 3h 1,166 | 1,712 |] 1,866 942 | 1,446 | 1,625 goo | 1,383 | 1,5I0 
Corrimal ae ae 1,159 | 1,613 1,751 974 1,459 1,510 929 1,350 | 1,447 
Cowra ne a4 1,189 1,680 | 1,817 899 1,347 1,504 889 | 1,262 1,362 
Cronulla Nes oo 1,275 | 1,827 | 1,998 | 1.060] 1,601 | 1,740 934 | 1,390] 1,480 
Deniliquin .. a 1,208 | 1,583 1,734 1,053 1,516 | 1,667 &93 1,274 | 1,380 
Dubbo ae "* | x96 | 3,854 | 3,942 913 | 1,604 | 1,673 868 | 1,441 | 1,549 
Forbes His “i 1,196 | 1,781 | 1,990 918 | 3,512 | 1,632 879 | 1,391 | 1,459 
Gilgandra : rs 1,268 | 1,643 | 1,692 979 | 1,321 | 1,436 gi2 | 1,223 | 1,295 
Glen Innes .. .. | a,1%2 | 1,546 | 1,697 881 | 1,302 | 1,427 877 | 1,243 | 1,366 
Grafton oa .. | 1,060 | 1,546 | 1,705 876 | 1,404 | 1,574 873 | 1,294 | 1,461 
Grenfell BS ms 1,173 | 1,568 | 1,766 961 | 1,395 | 1,553 918 | 1,326] 1,428 
Griffith as my 1,293 | 2,214 | 2,444 | 1,083 | 2,021 | 2,251 T,orr | 1,807 | 1,998 
Gulgong iz a 1,207 | X,512 || 3,622 982 | 1,344 | 1,434 893 | 1,169 | 1,241 
Gunnedah .. ne 1,131 | 1,567 | 1,684 897 | 1,349 | 1,401 861 | 1,246] 1,336 
Hay J3 .. | 3,273 | 1,677 | 1,87x | 1,026 | 1,420 | 1,618 966 | 1,297 | 1,489 
Inverell oe oe. } 35455) 35082. 1025737 930 | 1,445 | 1,522 |* 943] 1,351 | 1,463 
Junee cae min elleecosaterinog | 1,896 963 | 1,587 | 1,687 943 | 3,495 | 1,584 
Katoomba .. .. | 1,250 | 1,848 | 1,980 | 1,048 | 1,691 | 1,778 984 | 1,537 | 1,641 
Kempsey .. Ne 1,037 | 1,517 | 1,607 837 } 1,226 | 1,403 866 | 1,227 | 1,361 
Kiama + .. | T5242 | 1,612 | 1,724 | 1,027 | «1,373 | 1,601 983 | 1,279 | 1,509 
Kurri Kurri .. M 1,163 1,5t0 | 1,603 978 1,372 3,442 884 1,176] 43,273 
Leeton ae ina 1,284 | 2,003 | 2,060 1,013 1,724 1,788 965 1,571 1,656 
Lismore A el I,Xrz | 5,676 | 5,837 959 | 1,485 | 1,691 877 | 1,282 | 1,483 
Lithgow te -. | x,196 | 1,643 | 1,776 981 | x,412 | 1,506 898 | 1,237 | 1,289 
Maitland = cu 1,142 | 1,504 | 1,609 919 | 1,331 | 1,442 870 | 3,201 }] 1,315 
Moree + .. | 15243 | 3,712 | 1,973 | 1,004 | 1,596 | 1,793 977 | 1,515 | 3,573 
Moss Vale... .. | ¥,19r | 1,787 | 1,868 959 | 1,439 | 1,584 894 | 1,250 | 1,399 
Mudgee Ef .. | 1,196 | 1,701 | 1,802 898 | 1,424 | 1,490 888 | 1,305 | 3,415 
Narrabri. .. | 3,205 | 1,658 | 1,799 | 1,009] 1,486 | 1,607 920 | 1,309 | 1,395 
Narrandera .. .. | 13205 | 1,730 | 1,961 | 1,053 | 3,580 | 1,744 | 1,010 | 1,486 | 1,598 
Nowra a. .. | 1,198 | 1,659 | 1,76x | 1,019 | 1,446 | 1,571 972 | 3,323 | 1,410 
Orange am .. | 3247 | 1,700 | 2,873 960 | 1,503 | 1,656 892 | 1,303 | 1,407 
Parkes .. | 1213 | 3,762 | 1,912 916 | 1,436 | 1,549 903 | 1,284 | 1,386 
Penrith oA .. | 1.145 | 1,592 | 1,698 926 | 1,334] 1,456 851 | 1,179 | 1,269 
Port Kembla ie 1,216 | 1,777 | 1,920 | 1,023 | 1,549 | 1,689 952 | 1,355 | 1.478 
Portland = Jib} "3,234 |) 64m 1 rs764 1 t.024) | x48 | eE,40d 941 | 1,204 | 1,270 
Queanbeyan ay 1,235 | 1,690 | 1,782 986 | 1,432 | 1,525 950 | 1,363 | 1,476 
Quirindi. .. | 1,169 | 1,493 | 1,686 | 1,046 | 1,352 | 1,596 984 | 1,258 | 1,450 
Richmond .. val | oks40! | ir535 | ohy732 944 | 1,372 | 1,519 847 | 1,233 | 1,329 
Scone bre -- | 43077 | 15537 | 1,675 941 | 31,415 | 1,533 843 | 1,371] 1,466 
Singleton .. a 1,r48 | 1,543 | 1,684 976} 1,419 | 1,508 913 | 1,282 | 1,370 
Tamworth .. .. | 3,109 | 3,537 | 1,725 889 | 1,336] 1,474 848 | 1,231 | 1,337 
Taree ~ ne 1,149 | 1,682 | 1,833 960 | 1,509 | 1,625 924 | 1,393 | 1,475 
Temora oe ae 1,222 1,782 1,913 1,005 1,565 1,663 932 | 1,458 | 1,590 
Tenterfleld .. a 3,199 | 1,642 | 1,673 954 | 1,408 | 1,494 858 | 1,22 1,313 
Tumut a 6 1,136 | 1,639 | 1,778 938 | 1,465 | 1,629 926 | 1,420 | 1,552 
Ulmarra ae = 1,126 {| 1,508 | 1,653 973 | 1,427 | 1,565 939 | 1,378 | 1,465 
Wagga Wagga os 1,182 | 1,911 | 1,923 937 | 1,627] 1,792 898 | 1,424 | 1,560 
Walcha “ae .. | 3,198 | 1,666 | 1,758 962} 1,302 | 1,488 g21 | 1,250] 1,379 
Wellington .. te | %,237 | 1,598 | 1,704 945 | 1,274 | 1,379 goo | 1,229 | 1,308 
Weston Ee esp |, ELST LOX) FT 6Ral 957 | 1,333 | 1,425 868 | 1,159 | 1,257 
Windsor of ae 1,142 1,622 1,767 941 1,501 1,583 881 1,34r | 1,440 
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Index-Numbers—Cost of Food, Groceries, and Housing in 2006 Towns, ete.—continued. 





State and Town. 


Mew South Wales—contd. 


Wollongong .. ne 
Wyalong ie 2: 
Yass uA 3. 
Young ds 
Weighted Average for 
State (74 Towns) a: 


Victarla-— 
Melbourne .. 2: 
Ballarat ®: Le 
Bendigo : ie 
Geelong Pee Le 
Warrnamboo! 


Ararat : re 
Bacchus Marsh °F 
Bairnsdale .. a3 
Beechworth . . : 

Benalla ats a 


Camperdown Oo 
Casterton .. a: 
Castlemaine . . Le 
Colac z Be 
Creswick a ae 


Daylesford .. + 
Dunolly a6 2 
Echuca ot 2 
Euroa oe 7 
Hamilton .. Pe 


Healesville . . Pr 
Horsham ae 4 
Kerang ae 
Korolt ee A 
Korumburra =. 








Kyneton tod on 
Lilydale os 
Maffra a ate 
Maidon = ne 
Maryborough aie 


Mildura 5 
Morweil a ie 
Nhill mE i 
Orbost ab ae 
Portland oe 43 


Port Fairy .. fe 
St. Arnaud .. ae 
Sale 53 ae 
Seymour he he 
Shepparton 








Stawell . ds 
Swan Hill .. a 
Terang | ds 
Traralgon .. 
Wangaratta .. ae 


Warracknabeal a 
Warragul... he 
Wonthaggi .. te 
Weighted Average for 
State (48 Towns) .. 











1930. 


November. 





1929. / 
November. \ 
| 
cL aa 
S chr saa oe a @ J 
2 | es | goal = 
= Veo ai Oo i= 
o ° or i>] Om ° 
ge fe ge ba) 
Ss |o8&v lay ax 
a SED oe Ei) 
38 | SRE] GME] 38 
Se |8ts!|sys| se 
BO ees |Ras |] aod 
A B& Cc A 
1,173 1724) 1,785 985 
1,236 | 1,632 1,697 997 
1,247 3,765 1,896 1,032 
1,204 1,769 1,862 1,008 
1,187 | 1,727 | 1,871 978 
| 
| 
1,084 | 1,647} 1,795 | 895 
1,127 | 1,440 | 1,624 | 923 
1,130 1,503 1,651 | 903 
1,099 | 1,572 | 2,691 | 903 
1,103 | 1,537 | 1,698 | 928 
1,161 1,551 1,695 969 
1,153 | 1,613 | 1,686 980 
1,167 | 1,528 | 1,732 984 
1,178 1,481 1,517 990 
I,15I | 1,546} 1,592 935 
1,135 1,549 1,795 1,017 
1,113 | 1,508 | 1,639 936 
1,108 1,397 1,527 94t 
1,102 1,683 BIL giz 
1,115 | 1,234 | 1,293 930 
1,076 | 1,372 | 1,438 935 
1,118 1,272 1,361 920 
1,113 | 1,548 | 1,715 934 
1,156 1,504 1,666 1,023 
1,162 1,633 1,774 1,038 
1,173 | 1,504 | 1,594 942 
1,218 | 1,731 | 1,885 948 
1,155 | 1,748 | 1,879 969 
1,102 | 1,382 | 1,448 937 
3,153 ; 1,614 | 1,679 899 
1,122 | 1,458 | 1,583 947 
1,179 | 1,567 | 1,732 970 
1,106 | 1,671 1,763 959 
1,124 1,279 1,325 gor 
1,160 1,524 1,623 g2i 
1,217 | 1,843 | 2,000 } 1,000 
I,1I5 1,628 | 1,723 964 
1,248 | 1,748 | 1,906 971 
1,182 | 1,560 | 1,757 959 
1,162 1,475 1,656 967 
1,109 | 1,409 | 1,507 948 
1,206 1,535 1,812 1,038 
I,II0 1,450 1,661 g6o0 
1,786 | 1,581 | 1,673 969 
1,172 1,785 1,874 960 
1,232 | 1,550; 1,722 993 
1,139 | 1,819 | 1,929 937 
1,137 | 1,480 | 1,683 984 
1,082 | 1,489 | 1,643 931 
1,195 1,636 | 1,832 967 
1,210 1,676 1,838 047 
1,075 | 1,573 | 1,746 922 
1,088 1,468 1,614 922 
1,096 | 905 


1,623 | 1,770 

















I 


Food, Groceries, 
and Rent of 4- 
Roomed Houses. 


| 
| 


he eee 
WWRNYW 
aAoCokH ow 
WAHWS 
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bd ee oe 
WRWAW 


° 
MANORS 


Food, Groceries, 





I, 





I, 





and Rent of 5- 


Roomed Houses. 


4 
an 

° 

oo 


670 


659 




















| 1931. 
| November. 
ie ee Oe ee 
| { | 
{ oe | 3 
ao 2ilu x 
| 3 | 223) 253 
fs} Ou S OHS 
© 18° | sch 
sn ae ae 
Hf (ond | oss 
8m ae aan 
38 | cae | oS 
oo | S$uSiouge 
on osc 9242 
=O | mam | mam 
A B Hl Cc 
928 1,376 1,457 
892 1,205 1,260 
912 | 1,306 | 1,394 
908 | 31,350} 1,457 
{ ‘9x2 1,354 | 1,453 
| 
at 
} | 
S12 1,246 | 1,360 
| 834 1,095 1,279 
{ 53 | 1,149 | 1,268 
813 1,18r 1,368 
850 | 1,259 | 1,429 
871 1,216 1,378 
887 | 1,316 | 1,423 
912 | 1,209 | 1,401 
923 1,219 1,285 
859 | 1,242 1,306 
891 1,286 | 1,42 
880 1,235 1,340 
867 I,120 1,22 
851 | 1,318 1,453 
842 974 I,000 
| 
| 832 | 1,087 | 1,175 
854 | 31,002 | 1,058 
843) 1,189 | 1,294 
850 1,146 1,238 
864 1,287 1,410 
822 1,105 1,194 
875 | 1,265 | 1,401 
842 1,306 | 1,434 
| 880 1,143 1,209 
855 | 7,223 | 1,364 
847 | 1,163 1,294 
874 1,240 1,301 
851 1,240 1,323 
888 | rx,o19 | 1,072 
| 847 1,123 1,222 
915 | 1,458 | 1,652 
858 | 1,279 1,371 
884 } 1,213 | 1,345 
! O97 |" X,272 6 daz 
886 1,217 1,325 
895 | 1,154 | 1,270 
896 | 1,225 | 1,357 
867 | 1,217 | 1,355 
915 | 1,247 | 15375 
856 | 1,266 | 1,432 
goo 1,199 1,314 
845 | 1,371 | 1,592 
937 | 1,304 | 1,459 
842 | 3,197 | 1,367 
854 | 1,316 | 1,418 
875 | 1,220} 1,362 
830 | 1,344 | 1,513 
842 1,232 1,359 
822 | 1,235 | 1,356 
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Index-Numbers—Cost of Food, Groceries, and Housing in 200 Towns, ete.—continued, 
































1929. 1930. _ 1931. 
Nevember. November. November. 

a aS sg ce : Se -~ on 
State and Town. Seca oe > |348|3a2 2» | S48| 3a8 
a |Ssy81/5e8| 2 1 8e8| S85 2 | 8581835 
° oO oOnm oS SOn o On ° 8° oon 

cm | Beh | een | ga | Fe | es Sg | ee | ee 
R2 |S89 1553] 2 | SES /S583] Ga | S53 / 555 

Ci) o 2 m 5 a 

eS | oRE/ GME] oS [SHE] CME! oS | RE) GME 
88 |8e8| See] 88 | 823] 8E8| se | ses} ses 
go lesel/ege|] ao |esel/eaee| eo | eae lege 

B Cc A B Cc A B Cc 

Queensiand— 

Brisbane... .. | 3,010 | 3,409 | 1,542 818 | 1,164 | 1,281 815 | 1,125 | 1,235 
Toowoomba cep -%010)] 2320) 1,475 835 | 1,312 | 1,297 791 | 3,102 | 1,173 
Rockhampton se 1,074 1,355 1,474 886 | 1,195 1,310 892 1,178 | 1,261 
Charters Towers Pee rgt22s |) e525. 03,560 945 | 1,311 | 1,360 937 | 3,222 | 1,286 
Warwick So be 1,042 | 1,392 | 1,452 856 | 1,185 | 1,262 827 | 1,156 | x,222 
Ayr - Re eOpele ocithy |) eyes 996 | 3,404 | 1,522 967 | 1,423] 1,481 
Barcaldine .. =¢ 1,265 | 1,669 | 1,728 | 1,062 | 1,447 | 1,569 | 1,078 | 1,447 | 1,543 
Bowen of -. | 1,197 | 1,592 | 1,732 | 1,002 | 1,355 | 1:490 982 | 1,344] 1,432 
Bundaberg .. .. | t,0rr |] 1,384 | 1,478 877 | 1,203 | 1,298 875 | 1,167 | 1,212 
Cairns 3 .. | 2,192 | 3,766 | 1,904 947 | 1,483 | 1,698 937 | 3,421} 1,574 
Charleville .. 4s 1,181 | 1,604 | 1,839 | 1,005 | 1,487] 1,742 968 | 1,435 | 1,626 
Chillagoe .. .. | 1,279 | 1,542 | 1,595 | 3,368 | 1,379 | 1,431] 1,194 | 1,392] 1,451 
Cloncurry .. .. | 1,310 | 1,705 | 1,836] 1,141 | 1,540] 1,658] 1,059 | 1,469} 1,591 
Cooktown .. -. | 1,249 | 1,446] 1,499 | 3,169 | 1,367 | 1.452] 3,050 | 1,247 | 1,313 
Cunnamulla .. a. 1,251 1,711 1,803 1,054 1,501 1,580 982 1,399 | 1,464 
Dalby =e a 1,099 1,415 1,570 872 1,227 | 1,464 872 1,240 | 1,370 
Gayndah oh 2s 1,161 1,477 | 1,556 960 | 1,262 |] 1,361 971 | 1,287 | 1,373 
Gladstone .. .. | 1,105 | 3,414 } 1,499 948 } 31,245 | 1,369 878 | 1,192 | 1,289 
Goondiwindi .. | 1,187 | 1,608 | 1,648 990 | 1,385 | 1,425 938 | 1,333 | 1,373 
Gympie <e th ssTOos) 9 Xh464.51 635525 886 | 1,234 | 1,362 878 | 1,185 | 1,269 
Hughenden .. ce 1,287 | 1,748 | 1,868 | 1,082 | 1,516 | 13,595 | 1,069 | 1,494 | 1,595 
Innisfail os “fe 1,328 | 1,940 | 2,118 | 1,017 | 1,544 | 1,708 990 | 1,576] 1,681 
Ipswich an te 1,027 | 1,357 | 1,457 855 | 1,159 | 1,246 838 |] 1,094 | 1,183 
Longreach .. fe 1,266 | 1,575 | 1,776] 1,066 | 1,371 1,607 | 1,092 | 1,408 | 1,566 
Mackay i ae 1,147 | 1,707 | 1,851 956 | 1,412 | 1,547 951 | 1,368 | 1,478 
Maryborough .. | 3,206 | 2,418 | 1,619 876 | 1,238 | 1,428 887 | 1,216] 1,347 
Mount Morgan ‘ae 1,189 | 1,321 | 1,387 970 | 1,102 | 1,168 963 | 1,128 | 1,161 
Nambour... ne 3,120 | 1,485 | 1,610 23 | 1,289 | 1,406 QII | 1,240 | 1,319 
Roma st 4. | 2s) ost yas 94r | 1,321 | 1,461 922} 1,253 | 1,373 
Stanthorpe | 135 | 3,532 | 1,595 935 | 1,369 | 1,462 gor | 1,335 | 1,454 
Townsville 1,158 | 1,631 | 1,730 917 | 1,372 | 1,456 984 | 1,399 | 1,460 
Winton 1,286 | 1,746] 1,834 1,064 1,380 | 1,498 1,063 | 1,374 | 1,503 


Weighted Average for 


State (32 Towns) 1,057 | 1,439 | 1,564 863 | 1,211 | 1,330 859 | 1,178 | 1,276 


South Australia— 


delaide 1,124 | 1,619 | 1,740 894 | 1,323 | 35443 793 | 1,152 | 1,274 
Kadina, etc, 1,235 | 1,432 | 1,475 998 | 1,186 | 1,226 879 | 1,068 | 1,112 
Port Pirie .. 1,198 | 1,569 | 1,675 986 |} 1,361 | 1,490 862 | 1,207 | 1,310 
Mount Gambier I,102 1,360 | 1,465 902 I,I60 | 1,281 802 1,047 | 1,192 
Peterborough 
Freeling 1,441 | 1,556 892 | 1,207 | 1,319 832 | 1,095 | 1,161 
Gawler 1,428 | 1,520 882 | 1,177 | 1,264 831 | 1,114 | 1,182 
Kapunda 1,418 | 1,435 937 | 1,147 | 1,182 813 | 1,008 | 1,080 
Kooringa 1,493 | 1,559 959 | 1,275 | 1,354 891 | 1,194 | 1,251 
Millicent 1,477 | 1,559 875 1,279 1,358 842 1,207 | 1,280 
Murray Bridge 1,506 | 1,613 899 | 1,250 | 1,340 791 | 1,054 | 1,153 
Port Augusta 1,710 | 1,790 | 1,086 | 1,503 1,583 941 1,278 | 1,298 
Quorn me 1,56r | 1,654 | 1,005 | 1,294 | 1,378 871 | 1,156 | 1,210 
Victor Harbour 5 1,734 | 1,898 925 1,479 | 1,626 869 | 1,329 | 1,467 
Renmark ate : 1,780 | 1,923 } 3,116 | 1,577 | 33:752 951 | 1,345} 1,477 


Weighted Average for 


State (15 Towns) 3,136 | x,60r | 1,717 907 | 1,317 | 1,43 805 | 1,150 | 1,266 





Western Austraila— 
Perth and Fremantle .. 1,095 1,567 
Kalgoorlie and Boulder 1,279 | 1,580 
Northam ae ite 1,186 | 1,619 
Bunbury ec 55 1,229 | 1,566 
Geraldton .. ef 1,198 | 1,678 


1,721 go2 | 1,363 | 1,502 839 | 1,259 | 1,358 
1,657 | 3,080 | 1,398 | 1,493 | 1,038 | 1,475 | 1,509 
1,803 987 | 1,434 | 1,571 907 | 1,341 | 1,453 
1,677 995 1,416 1,502 881 1,300 | 1,341 
1,881 969 | 1,541 | 1,700 95z | 1,462 | 1,629 


ttt 
NHNRWH OHHH 
Cur cob ty Manw 
STW NI 0 n- HPD 


1,258 3 1,780 977 | 1,389 | 1,461 872 | 1,188 | 1,329 
| 


Se —————————— 
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Index-Numbers—Cost of Food, Groceries, and Housing in 200 Towns, etc.—continued. 





























1929. 1930. 1931. 
November. November. November. 
: > aloe a pec tol frie srectaga laren ied 
State and Town. > Sue ong 3s | B48 Zing 3 | 3 ug 8.8 
& OHO OHO i BaS Betta | Bas Gud 
° BS r| Phd se o 2 on Son io) Bie Son 
32 £8 ge wa | fe ge ga | Se Le 
ESR Sabi mod bel aie t |  eiebel loeb) areey | epebela eas 
ee 7 Sh Rony ay ae jena 32 
m8 | SHE) SRE] oS | SHE] SHR] oS | SHE] GE 
Se | shal Soe buttuete | Suol selsts | ede 
an , BO |mas| mesa! so | Sel maa! wo | wae | was 
Western Australia—contd. A B Cc A B B A B Cc 
Peay ee -- | 1,195 | 1,513 | 1,616 983 | 1,337 | 1,409 g61 | 13,289 | 1,349 
SOREL ne ae 1,187 1,483 1,549 987 | 1,307 | 1,382 921 1,256 | 1,342 
ridgetown .. -- | 1,266 | 1,649 | 1,693 | 1,072 | 1,427 | 1,516 | 1,042 | 1,359 | 1,437 
pcoee Bx ae 1,456 1,932 2,114 1,325 1,801 1,983 1,276 1,752 1,934 
amarvon .. oT 1,347 | 1,808 1,956 | 1,188 | 1,683 1,774 | 1,117 | 1,606 | 1,670 
Collie ae 1,234 | 3,712 | 1,817 999 | 1,462 | 1,568 
At : ; , 906 | 1,277 | 1,375 
ppconbushes nv ile S234. 110.477. ¥,550_|. 1,046 ]_ 3,250) |. 1,942 | 2,020 | 1,797 1243 
atanning .. +» | 1,473 | 1,565 | 1,745 929 | 1,323 |. 1,494 89x | 1,252 | 1,392 
Leonora and Gwalia, .. 1,412 | 1,609 | 1,675 | 1,247 | 1,44 1,510 | 1,135 | 1,398 | 1,464 
Meekatharra. . ae 1,378 | 1,642 | 1,734 | 1,229] 1,466 | 1,624 | 1,098 | 1,467 | 1,592 
Narrogin a: ce 1,173 70x 1,826 943 1,491 1,601 884 1,315 1,421 
oe Be stint gkee 15535 mbOG 1,007 | 1,434 | 1,464 970 | 1,282 | 1,367 
BY an 1,130 | I I Oulesae I 86 II R272 
Weleniol. Average: “i: 14 5 94 1275 1377 4 93 227 
State (18 Towns) .. Tj T3Zyiie Xp57 Onl Xp 7LO O37) 153750) 1,508 875 | 1,292 | 1,384 
Tasmanla— 
Hobart nif a 1,096 | 1,573 | 1,712 932 | 1,390} 1,557 834 | 1,28r | 1,419 
Launceston .. ah 1,087 1,492 1,692 gir 1,308 1,474 826 1,212 1,359 
Burnie ar ee 1,163 | 1,586 | 1,731 994 | 1,355 | 1,489 88x | 1,267 | 1,348 
Devonport .. on 1,116 1,565 1,603 935 1,379 1,402 844 1,265 1,329 
Queenstown th 1,215 1,527 | 1,557 | 1,068 | 1,387 | 1,444 961 1,288 | 1,369 
Beaconsfield Pa 1,052 3,144] 1,183 919 997 | 1,050 871 977 | 1,003 
Campbelltown Y 1,079 | 1,266 | 1,315 971 | 1,183 | 1,238 884 | 3,116 | 1,151 
Deloraine .. a 1,019 | 1,393 | 1,440 88x | 1,213 | 1,276 823 | 1,113 | 1,218 
Franklin ie oe 1,118 | 1,328 | 1,381 950 | 1,187 | 1,239 952 | 1,162 | 1,215 
New Norfolk aul) %,0670] 1,382 } 1,46 923 | 1,292 | 1,318 832 | 1,148 | 1,214 
Scottsdale .. .. | 1,084 | 13,374 | 1,466 913 | 1,209 | 1,286 787 | 1,090 | 1,151 
Ulverstone .. o 1,080 | 1,409 | 1,511 883 | 1,217 | 1,348 841 1,050 | 1,269 
Zeehan Si oe 1,293 | 1,490 | 1,523] 1,103 | 1,301 | 1,334 | 1,002 | 1,200 | 1,233 
Weighted Average for 
State (13 Towns) .. I,102 | 1,529 | 1,666 935 | 1,349 | 1,492 $43 | 3,246 | 1,371 
Welghted Average for re a 2 
1,535 864 | 1,271 1,378 








Australia (200 Towns) | 1,133 | 1,634 | 1,773 e32 | 1,400 








By deducting the index-number in column A from those in columns B 
and C, the relative aggregate expenditure on housing is ascertained. Thus, 
for November, 1931, the index-number for food and groceries in Melbourne 
(column A) is 812. Subtracting this from 1,246 (column B) gives a difference 
of 434, which is the relative cost of house rent for houses of 4 rooms, and 
from 1,360 (column C) gives a difference of 548, which is the relative cost 
of house rent for houses of 5 rooms. The relative cost of housing can be 
ascertained similarly for each of the towns included. 


3. Comparison of Capitals and other Towns.—Three sets of index- 
numbers for food and rent have been given in the preceding pages, for the 
six capitals, for the thirty towns, and for the 200 towns. The first two are 
based on monthly prices of food and quarterly rents, and the third on prices 
and rents in the month of November. The three series, reduced to 2 common 
base (1913 = 1,000) are given in the table below. It will be seen that 
since 1913 food prices have increased slightly more in the capitals than in 
the larger groups of towns, but the increase in rents has been substantially 
greater outside the capitals than in them. 
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The index-numbers for November 1g2I to 1931, computed from the three 
sets of data mentioned above with 1913 as base (= 1,000), are shown in the 
following tables :— 


Retail Prices Index-Numbers—Australia. 





iT 


| 
1921. | 1926. | 1927. 1929. 1930. | 1931. 


) 
! 

Particulars. } 1923. | 
| 





Foop AND GROCERIES. 


| | 











H ' 


| | 
All Towns a. .. | 1,000 | 1,578 | 1,675 | 1,691 | 1,625 | 1,770 | 1,455 | 1,349 
Five Towns in each State .. | 1,000 | E577. 1,670 | 1,690 ;} 1,618 | 1,769 | 1,454 | 1,343 
Capital Cities only | §,008 | 7,588 pues 1,705 | 1,627 | 1,782 1,463 | 1,351 
| 








RENT OF 5-ROOMED HovSEs. 
5 











ashy Gene 
All Towns He . | 1,060 | 1,268 | 1,571 | 1,586 |} 1,64 | 1,635 | 1,541 | 1,314 
Five Towns in each State .. | 1,000 | 1,271 | 1,554 11,570 | 1,632 |1,622 | 1,516 Le 
Capital Cities only 1,098 | 1,251 | 1,496 | 1,507 | 1,571 | 1,562 11.453 jt#29 
i | ! i 


| | 


— a 














| | { } 
1,636 | 1,651 1,719 | 





All Towns x. .. | 1,908 | 1,401 | 1,632 1,488 } 1,336 

Five Towns in each State .. | 1,008 | 1,458 | 1,525 | 1,643 | 1,623 | 1,712 | 1,478 | 1,322 

Capital Cities only -. | 1,900 | 1,455 | 1,607 1,624 1,604 | 1,692 | 1,459 | 1,301 
} | | | | 





The figures in the vertical columns show merely the cost in November of each year compared with 
November 1913 for ‘' All Towns," ‘‘ Five Towns in each State,”’ and “‘ Capital Cities only ” respectively. 


4. Rent Reduction Acts.—Legislation was enacted in New South 
Wales and Western Australia prescribing a reduction in rents during 1931. 
In New South Wales, the Reduction of Rents Act, No. 45 of 1931, came into 
operation on gth October, and the Western Australian Reduction of Rents 
Act, No. 21 of 1931, was assented to on 18th August. The Acts, which are 
on practically similar hnes, prescribe that a general reduction of 22} per cent. 
is to be made in rents, unless the lessor obtains an order permitting him to 
charge and receive rent under the lease at a higher rate. The order in New 
South Wales must be obtained from a Court of Petty Sessions, and in Western 
Australia from a Commissioner appointed by the Governor fer the purposes 
of Part VI. of the Financial Emergency Act 1931. A special circumstance to 
be considered by the tribunal is the amount by which the rent of the 
premises, the subject of the lease, may have been reduced since the 30th 
June, 1930. Any such reduction shall be taken into account in calculating 
the reduction to be effected, but the lessor may not charge a higher rent 
than was charged at the commencement of the Act. The measures, which 
are of a temporary nature, expire on 31st December, 1932, and do not apply 
to premises which were not leased on 30th June, 1930, unless a lease was 
entered into earlier than three months before the commencement of the 
Acts. 


In Victoria, the Landlord and Tenant (Rent Reduction) Act, provides 
for reduction of rents payable under long leases by 224 per cent. Orders 
for reduction may be made by lower Courts, where rent under lease does 
not exceed £208 per annum. 
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§ 5. International Comparison of Price Index-Numbers. 


. 1. Wholesale Prices—Australia and other Countries.—The following 
table gives index-numbers of wholesale prices for the years 1913 to 1932 
in Australia and other countries, the prices for the year 1913, the year 
before the war, being taken as base (= 100). These figures are obtained 
chiefly from the “ Monthly Bulletin of Statistics ” published by the League 
of Nations. It must be understood that the figures do not show the relative 
prices in the various countries, but the fluctuations in prices in each country 
separately. 








Index-Numbers, Wholesale Prices, Vatious Countries. (Prices in 1918 as Base—100). 
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I9I4 .. oF 100 99 | 2100 {00 0 aioo 134 enti LOD 102 an 106 
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| 1925... 159 | 160 154 | 0136 | br60 ai 1,008 | f210 166 152 550 |1,129 | gr42 
| TOZOs... 148 | 150 143 123 149 | cl00 955 163 159 132 | 695 | b142 133 
| 
f T9235 lent. 140 | 142 135 130 145 102 979 153 149 120 | 645 145 140 
1929 .. 137 | 134 127 130 141 105 924 150 148 | 116 627 | 139 137 
1930 .- 120 | 113 107 117 117 115 | br17 | 130 134 | 103 554 128 125 
f r9gz... 104 98 89 Tog 96 126 107 | 114 105 | 97 502 11g Ilr 
| | | 
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19321. 106 | 100 go 114 97 120 GOr|||) SeSb © igs 89 439 | 133 100 
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() Average. | | j | 
J TOL y.\< {00 too | 100 100) -- 100 100 oa) 100 , 100 100 {00 {00 
Tore. 14 96 | 109 Peat <S. ae LOL Ae 100 98 106 Ioz | 104 97 
1920 .. Me tt 259 | 292, oc .- 221 | 359 aie 221 228 244 207 22 
1925 .. | 6646 202 | 155 253 | 188 | 161 162 | 148} 170 160 | 161 128 
1926 .. 654 179 | 145 198 181 | 149] 145 | 143 | 168 |) 156] 154} 22 
} | | 
1928 .. 491 x7 | 149 | g157 | tIOr 167 | 148; 145 139 | 165 I5I | 147] 120 
TOggiee 481 166 | 142 149 | 96 171 140 14t | X37 166 | 149 | 147 116 
1930 .. Atl Tay) LUT 137 | 2 172 122 127 12 147 135 143 103 
hi r932..- 342 116 97 122 7i 174 III IIo 105 131 113 133 100 
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* It. 323 122 83 123} 65 178 110 Too 95 133 | 108 131 as 
if [ten 322 120 | 82 122 64 180 | 109 99 95 | 132 | TOS: atone ioe 
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as ! \ 
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@ June, 1914. 6 Gold index. c Base. d July. __e End of year. f Official since year 
1925. g New series. h Average of eight montis. i Base, 1927. j Until end of 1925, 
“Lorenz.” k Not available own o8' ke. 
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2. Retail Prices—Australia and other Countries.—The following tables 
give index-numbers of retail prices, (i) cost of living, including articles 
other than food, and (ii) foodstuffs only for the month of July in each year 
from 1914 to 1931, and quarterly for 193I and 1932, the prices for July, 
1914 being taken as base (= 100). It must be understood, however, that 
the figures which have been obtained chiefly from the “ Monthly Bulletin 
of Statistics,” published by the League of Nations, show merely the 
fluctuations in prices in each country, and are not comparable horizontally. 


Index-Numbers of Retail Prices in various Countries, with Prices in July, 1914, as Base 
(=100). 
(i) COST OF LIVING. 
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1st Quarter, 1931 150 105 213 84 157 139 120 139 134 117 
2nd YH 1931 146 105 206 81 154 135 120 137 134 II4 
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1st 7 1932 150 80 157 142 124 120 132 80 123 139 














Note.— With the following exceptions the index-numbers in the above table, are based on the cost of 
food, housing, clothing and miscellaneous items :—Belgium, exclusive of housing : Switzerland and British 
India, exclusive of miscellaneous items: Luxemburg, exclusive of housing and miscellaneous. Fort 
footnotes, see next pa ze. 
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Injez-Numbers of Retail Prices in Various Countries with Prices in July, 1914, Base 
(=100).—continued. 


(ii) PRICES OF FOODSTUFFS. 
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« December. j Third quarter of year. k From 1915, for month of August. t For 1921-24, 
ineludes fuel and soap, since 1925 exclusive of those items. m Base 1921-25. nm 1st June. 
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CHAPTER Ii.—WAGES. 


$1. Operations Under Arbitration and Wages Board Acts and 
Industrial Legislation. 


i. Generai.—Particulars regarding operations under the Common- 
wealth Arbitration Acts and the various State Acts for the regulation of 
wages and hours and conditions of labour were first compiled for the year 
1913, and reviews to the end of each annual period appear in previous issues 
of the Labour Report and in the Quarterly Summaries of Australian Statistics. 


2. Awards and Detsrminations Made and Industria! Agreements Filed. 
The following table shows the number of awards and determinations made 
and industrial agreements filed, excluding variations, in each State and under 
the Commonwealth Statutes during each of the years 1927 to 1931. 


Awards and Determinations Made and Industrial Agreements Filed. 
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| 1927. 1928. 1929. 1930. 1931. 
| | ay | | 
n ! n Dn n 
Stat. | 3 2 2 mn 8 | 2g | 8 : 
eC. ~~ ~ a ~~ + 3 ~~ 8 
se | 2 [52/8 |s8 1/3 |s8 [oe jes |e 
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Bed] &2 | zea) bS | soe| GE | ESS] 8 | EDS! BS 
“A E| <4 |<AB] “<8 |<AE!] <a | <08| <a | a8] <a 
New South Wales ev arog’ 33 93 36 55 27 31 16 46 40 
Victoria are Se 74 ae 73 46 83 ies 204 
Queensland ee ee 56 18 34 27 21 16 I4 44 4 28 
South Australia .. Sis 5 Weed! 14 4 13 9 17 64 15 
Western Australia = 6 57 19 28 15 29 8 38 of Io 
Tasmania ee “4 4 sic Io j 3 4 2 Io x 31 3 
Commonwealth Court 2 34 25 40 | 30 29 26 17 Io II 16 
Commonwealth Public Ser- 
vice Arbitrator a I ae 6 4 5 I 
Total a amie a53 137 | 289 | 128 187 | 109 185 r1o. | 4x2 | x12 














The figures in the preceding table are exclusive of variations and 
interpretations of principal awards and agreements, of which a considerable 
number are made each year. The total variations made by the State and 
the Commonwealth Courts, Wages and Industrial Boards, and the Common- 
wealth Public Service Arbitrator, numbered 923 in 1931, compared with 
1,067 in 1930, and were distributed as follows :—New South Wales 304, 
of which 35 were made by the Industrial Commission and 269 by Con- 
ciliation Committees ; Commenwealth Court 286 {including orders for the 
Io per cent. reduction); Queensland 228; South Australia 49; Western 
Australia 23, and the Commonwealth Public Service Arbitrator 33 (including 
two Common Rules). In Victoria and Tasmania any alteration in the 
determina‘ion of a Wages Board is incorporated with the existing 
determination, and a new determination issued which wholly repeals the old 
one, 


OPERATIONS UNDER ARBITRATION AND WaGES Boakp ACTs. 43 


Industrial agreements filed during the year 193 numbered 112, of which 
g6 were filed under the provisions of the State Industrial Acts in New South 
Wales, Queensland, South Australia, Western Australia and Tasmania, and 
16 under the provisions of the Commonwealth Conciliation and Arbitration 
Act. The registration of industrial agreements is not provided for under the 
State Act in force in Victoria, but agreements filed under the provisions 
of the Commonwealth Conciliation and Arbitration Act are in operation 
within the State. 


3. Awards, Determinations, and Agreements in Force.—Considerable 
expansion of the principle of the fixation of a legal minimum rate of wage 
and of working conditions has taken place during the period under review. 
The number of industrial awards and determinations in force throughout 
Australia at the 31st December, 1931, was 1,317, and the industrial 
agreements filed at the same date numbered 614. Including the operations 
under the Commonwealth Arbitration Acts* the number of awards or 
determinations and industrial agreements in force has increased by 742 and 
213 respectively over the number in force at the 31st December, 1913. 


With reference to the number of industrial awards and registered industrial 
agreements in force at the end of any period, awards and determinations 
made by both State and Commonwealth tribunals as a rule continue in 
force after the term of operation mentioned therein has expired, until 
rescinded or superseded by a subsequent order or award. Section 28 (2) 
of the Commonwealth Conciliation and Arbitration Act provides that after 
the expiration of the period specified, the award shall, unless the Court . 
otherwise orders, continue in force until a new award has been made; 
provided that where in pursuance of this sub-section an award has continued 
in force after the expiration of the period specified in the award, any award 
made by the Court for the settlement of a new industrial dispute between 
the parties may, if the Court so orders, be made retrospective to a date not 
earlier than the date upon which the Court first had cognizance of that 
dispute. In the Industrial Code of South Australia, Section 47 (2), and in 
legislation for other States, similar provisions are in force. All industrial 
agreements, with the exception of those made under the provisions of the 
Tasmanian Act, continue in force after the expiration of the term mentioned, 
until rescinded or superseded by a subsequent agreement or order. The 
Tasmanian agreements have no legal effect after the term of operation has 
expired, unless and until revived perhaps by a subsequent agreement. 


The provisions in the Commonwealth and State Industrial Acts that 
awards and agreements shall remain in force until they have been superseded 
or cancelled occasion some difficulty when the compilation of a list of awards, 
determinations and agreements actually operative is undertaken. The 
specified periods for many awards, ete., have expired. This applies not 
only to State awards and determinations but to awards of the Commonwealth 
Court also. No new awards or subsequent determinations for the industries 
concerned have been made, and the records do not show that they have been 
superseded or rescinded. Legally, therefore, they are in force. Certain 
awards, determinations and industrial agreements regarding which definite 
information that they have been superseded or rescinded is not readily 
ascertainable, are therefore included in these records, but in cases where it 
peed OR ee ee 


“ The Commonwealih Conciliation and Arbitration Act 1904-30, and the Arbitration (Public Serv‘ce) 
Ad 1920-28. 
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could be definitely claimed that the award, determination or agreement 
was out of date and the terms of the award, etc., were not actually in 
operation, such awards, etc., have not been included in the records as at 
31st December, 1931. 


The above account may be accepted as a brief explanation in general 
terms of the currency of awards and agreements. There may be exceptions 
in certain cases, but they are infrequent. 


Particulars of Boards, and of Awards, Determinations and Industrial Agreements in 











Force. 
! ! ‘ 
* | Boards which 
spears had made rene Industrial 
Dates. Authorized. etek minations soe 
minations. in Force.(a) ie 
31st December, 1913... oe 505 387 575 401 
Py cf IQI5 4 re 573 | 498 663 540 
5) 4 EQ20) ox Wa 475 440 1,041 972 
of 7) 1925 a oe 575 524 1,181 607 
= a 1930) 45a e 644 582 1,285 601 
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(a) Including awards made by Arbitration Courts and the Commonwealth Public Service Arbitrator. 
The following table shows the number of Industrial and Wages Boards 
authorized, and the number of awards, determinations and industrial 
agreements in force at 31st December, 1913 and 1931 :— 


Industrial and Wages Boards Authorized, and Industrial Awards, Determinaticrs, ard 
Agreements in Force. 
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At 
1st | N.S.W.| Vic. "land.| S.A. | W.A.| Tas. | Total, 
Particulars. ses Pub. Q 
Court. | Ser. 
Arb. 

Industrial and Wages— hee ate oa 216 135 75 56 x 23 505 
Boards authorized .. 1931 Ae -. |(a) 316 186 2 76 17 54 651 
Boards which have ope ao ate 123 123 74 no 47 19 386 

made determinations} { 1931 a5 a 277 175 2 66 12 51 583 

Awards and Determina- 

tions— Vee 17 ag 265 127 73 54 18 21 575 
In force 1931) 152 43 477 | 177 267 71 79 SI |} 1317 

Industrial Agreements— pee 228 ais 75 ie 5 Ir 82 Ad 401 
In force .. ce, 1931 140 ae 134 ae 130 30 175 5 614 

Commonwealth Court 

Awards— 
Number in force in Be ee se eS 13 17 15 16 9 13 
each State A 1931 we a2 98 109 30 77 32 63 
Commonwealth Agree- 
ments— 
Number in exces in \on 45 = 132 129 68 62 57 61 
each State 1931 ds oe 37 62 12 23 12 35 
Commonwealth Public 
Service Arbitrator— 
Number of Deter- 
minations in force 
in each State o- | 193% ae = 38 35 30 32 29 29 oe 


(a) Under Industrial Arbitration Act 1926, Conciliation Committees have been appointed, and at 
the end of 1931, 184 Committees were in operation. 
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Information as to the main provisions of the various Industrial Acts 
in force throughout the Commonwealth has been given in previous Reports, 
and brief reviews have been furnished each year respecting new legislation 
of an industrial character, as well as information respecting noteworthy 
pronouncements or procedure by industrial tribunals, and any special 
application or conditions of the terms of awards or determinations. In 
this Report, brief particulars are given regarding new industrial legislation 
and special reports and tribunals connected with industrial matters during 
the year 1931. 


(i.) Commonwealth Conciliation and Arbitration Court—The number of 
awards made by the Commonwealth Court during 193I was II, and 16 
industrial agreements were filed under the provisions of the Act. Among 
the industries and occupations for which awards were made during the year 
were—ironworkers in New South Wales, Victoria and South Australia ; 
liquor trade employees (hotels, etc.) in Tasmania; seamen on shipping 
around coast of Australia (interim award); clothing trade employees 
(tailoring and dressmaking) in New South Wales, Victoria, Queensland, 
South Australia and Tasmania; rope and cordage workers in New South 
Wales, Victoria and Queensland ; theatrical employees in New South Wales, 
Victoria, South Australis and Western Australia ; seamen (re manning 
of vessels); seamen (re engagement of labour); and confectioners in 
Victoria and Tasmania. Industrial agreements covering the undermentioned 
occupations were made during the year :—shipwrights; meat canning 
employees, Wyndham, Western Australia; engine drivers (tramways), 
Adelaide; municipal employees, various municipalities in Victoria ; 
engineers; timber workers; engine drivers on Government works, 
Tasmania; breadbaking at Darwin, Northern Territory ; engine drivers 
(electric supply), Adelaide ; and flour mill employees in Tasmania. 


A Basic Wage Inquiry by the Full Arbitration Court was undertaken 
during October, 1930, and succeeding months. The inquiry followed on the 
applications of the Victorian and New South Wales Railways Commissioners 
for variations of current awards in the railway industry. The applications 
sought orders making provision for (a) a variation in the basic wage, (0) 
rationing of employment, and (c) a percentage reduction of wages and/or 
salaries. The variations in the basic wage sought were—the abolition of the 
“ Powers 38.” ; the adoption of the Statistician’s “all items” purchasing 
power of money index-number figures in lieu of the figures now in use for 
determining the basic wage and adjustments thereof. The matte.s in 
respect to the basic wage and standard hours were referred to the Full 
Arbitration Court. 


On 5th November, 1930, by direction of the Court, all organizations 
bound by awards of the Court were notified that the mstters in issue affected 
the basic wage and were advised that they could intervene in the hearing 
ifso desired. The Acting Attorney-General of the Commonwealth intervened 
in the public interest. Representatives were nominated by the Railway 
Commissioners of Victoria, New South Wales, South Australia and Tasmania 
and by employers’ associations and companies covered by awards of the 
Court, and the employees were represented by officials of the unions 
interested. 


The hearing of evidence concluded on the 15th January, 1931. 
The final judgment was delivered on the 22nd January, 1931. The 
Court refused to make any variations in the basic wage or in the 
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present method of calculation thereof without further inquiry, but was 
forced to the conclusion that for a period of twelve months and thereafter 
until further order, a general reduction of wages was necessary. With 
certain exceptions, orders were meade for variation of the awards 
covered by the applications by the reduction of all wage rates therein 
prescribed by ten (10) per cent., for a period of twelve months, and thereafter 
until further order, such variation to operate from the Ist February, 1931. A 
prief review of the judgment of the Full Court was published in Labour 
Report No. 21. As a result of the judgment of the Full Court the rates 
of wage for practically all employees working under Commonwealth awards 


co) 


ot industrial agreements were made subject to the 1o per cent. reduction. 


Applications by organizations of employees for cancellation oi the Orders 
of the Court reducing wage rates prescribed in awards by Io per cent. came 
on for hearing before the Full Arbitration Court in Melbourne on the 7th 
March, 1932, and subsequent dates. The employees’ organizations were 
represented by nineteen arbitration officers and union officials, five of whom 
appeared for applicant organizations generally, while the others represented 
the members of their respective associations. On the employers’ side, the 
Victorian, South Australian and Tasmanian Railways Commissioners 
were represented by industrial officers, and 22 representative officials or 
arbitration agents appeared on behalf of the employers’ associations and 
important industries. A iegal representative appeared for employers 
generally. 


The evidence and data submitted to the Court covered a wide range, 
and the hearing of the applications occupied the Court for several weeks, 


Tn a written judgment, delivered on the 17th June, 1932, the Full Court, 
after examination of the mass of material and argument advanecd in 
support, considered that the grounds of the applications may be substantially 
stated as follows :— 





1. That the combined effect of periodic adjustments of the basic 
wage arrived at on data which do not accurately refiect the cost of 
living, of the 10 per cent. reduction, and of greater intermittency 
of employment, has been to bring the earnings of many employees 

_ below a bare living standard. 

2. That the method of calculating and adjusting the basie wage 
is erroneous and unjust and should be revised. 

3. That, having regard te the amount of tangible production 
since the Court’s orders, industry can now carry at least the wage 
standards existing before those orders were made. 

4. That monetary reform would be the most effective cure for 
recurring cycles of depression, and would exclude necessity for wage 
reductions. 

5. That the restriction of purchasing power resulting from wage 
reductions has retarded rather than assisted economic recovery. 

6. That the distribution of sacrifice imposed by the depression 
has not been equitable, but so far has fallen most heavily on wage 
earners. 

7. That the orders for reduction have tended to increase rather 
than decrease unemployment, and that events subsequent to the 
orders support the original contention of employees that wage 
reduction was not necessary, end would not effectively contribute 
to econemic rehabilitation. 
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Material relating to the basic wage and to the reduction in earnings 
of wage earners arising from increased loss of time through intermittency 
of employment was submitted to the Court. Evidence, both oral and on 
affidavit, was tendered disclosing distress among employed workmen, 
especially those with families above the average. It was tacitly admitted 
that wage reductions arising from cost of living adjustments had been 
unavoidable, but strong objection was raised to the cumulative effect of 
such reductions, the 10 per cent. reduction and increased intermittency 
of employment. The judgment states that nearly all the convincing 
illustrations of individual distress were of workmen with domestic 
responsibilities above the average. Men with large families, even before 
the Io per cent. reduction, found it increasingly difficult to live on the wage 
they could command. This is a defect in the system of industrial 
regulation which can be remedied only by the State and Commonwealth 
legislatures. The Court can only fix a minimum wage on average 
responsibilities. If a minimum based on the needs of large families were 
prescribed, it would be paid to families without dependent children and 
to single men. The result would be an aggregate wage payment a long 
way above the capacity of industry. Any system of wage regulation which 
ignores the necessity of graduations of minima according to domestic 
responsibility must result,in anomalies. It becomes more evident every 
day that by means of child endowment or some other device the aggregate 
amount which industry can pay to wage earners as a whole must be more 
equitably divided. 


The criticism by the union advocates of the present method of calculating 
fluctuations in retail price levels and on the sufficiency of the formula on 
which the basic wage is calculated was heard at great length by the Court, 
and was followed by a long cross-examination of the Acting Commonwealth 
Statistician. Analysis of the argument and exhibits on this issue would be 
tedious and unprofitable. The Court concurred with the Acting Common- 
wealth Statistician’s conclusions as expressed in his pamphlet “ Wages and 
Prices” published as an appendix to Labour Report 10930, No. 21 :— 
“(q) That the index for food and housing makes in general a fairly 
satisfactory meacure for retail prices generally ; (6) that the index for food 
and housing if not always periectly satisfactory for retail prices generally 
is still the best measure of them that can, in practice, be made ; (c) that 
the error in using food and housing as a general index of prices will be now 
one way, now the other, so that it will not accumulate to any serious amount 
in any moderate period of years.” 


In the present judgment the Court repeats certain passages from the 
original Io per cent. reduction judgment relating to the method of arriving at 
the basic wage, and then continues—‘ On the further inquiry made in these 
proceedings the ‘serious doubts’ expressed at that time have been 
dissolved. The Court is now satisfied that the Commonwealth Statistician’s 
index-numbers furnish the best available measure of retail prices, but that 
does not dispose of the suggestion that the whole system of fixation and 


adjustment might have to be reconsidered by the Court at an appropriate 
time.” 


‘A mass of evidence was submitted to the Court by economic and financial 
experts and by the union advocates relating to—the wage paying capacity 
of Australia ; monetary reform; the national income; the high wage rate 
and increased purchasing-power theory ; equality of sacrifice ; production ; 
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and unemployment. As in the previous inquiry, the economic and financial 
position of the Commonwealth was reviewed, and in support of the arguments 
submitted to the Court world-wide authorities on economic questions were 
quoted. | 


The union advocates, in support of their applications for cancellation of 
the orders, submitted many prepared statements and arguments, the chief 
of which were—that the reduced national income would support previous 
wage standards ; that wage reduction by reason of its consequent reduction 
of community spending power has increased unemployment; that factors 
in production other than labour had not made sacrifices equivalent to those 
imposed on wages by the ten per cent. reduction; that the fall in wages 
which had resulted from the Court’s order had not resulted in increased 
employment. 


The opinion and decision of the Court on each phase of the evidence 
submitted and arguments advanced by the parties to the inquiry are set 
out in detail in the judgment, which concludes as follows :—‘‘ The Court 
after giving close attention to the material and arguments submitted by the 
parties to these applications, has, in view of the foregoing considerations, 
arrived at the conclusion that the general abrogation at present of the 
orders in question would be detrimental, and it is therefore refused. 


After the expiration of the present year, circumstances may justify 
further consideration, particularly as to those who have no margins above 
the basic wage.” 


(ti) New South Wales.—During the year 1931 the number of Conciliation 
Committees established under the Industrial Act of 1925 was 55, the number 
which expired, were dissolved or were no longer operative was 138, and at 
the end of the year 184 Committees were in force. In addition, 316 Industrial 
Boards, constituted under the Act of I9g12, were in force, but no awards were 
issued by these Boards, the work previously performed by them being 
undertaken mainly by the Conciliation Committees. Six principal awards 
were published by the Industrial Commission and 40 by Conciliation Com- 
mittees. The number of subsidiary awards and variations issued during 
the year was 304, of which 35 were made by the Industrial Commission, 
and 269 by Conciliation Committees, which issued also 121 subsidiary 
awards relating to apprentices. The number of principal awards in force 
at the end of the year was 477, and at the same date 134 industria! agreements 
were in force. 


The “living” wage for the State was not revised during the years 1930 
and 1931, the declaration made on 20th December, 1929, by the Industrial 
Commission continuing in force. The rates declared on that date were— 
£4 23. 6d. per week for adult male workers, and £2 4s. 6d. per week for adult 


female workers. The family unit taken for the adult male rate was “a 
man, wife and one child.” 


These rates remained in force until 26th August, 1932, when the Industrial 
Commission declared the “ living ” wage for adult male employees at £3 10s. 
per week, and for adult female employees at £1 18s. per week. 


The Industrial Arbitration (Hight Hours) Further Amendment Act, 
No. 53 of 1930, assented to 23rd December, 1930, was proclaimed to commence 
on the 5th January, 1931. The working week of 44 hours was restored. 
Wages fixed by any award or agreement on a weekly basis were not to be 
reduced by reason only of the reduction of ordinary working hours under 
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the Act, and daily and hourly rates of wage, without order of the Court were 
to be increased to such amounts as will provide each employee working 
full time the same amount of wages as he would have received for working 
full time under the provisions of the award. Provision was made also for 
adjustment of piece-work rates. Section rz of the previous Act, which 
provided that the section in any award relating to prohibition of piece work 
or contract work or any other system of payments by results shall be void 
and of no effect was omitted from the amended Act. 


The Family Endowment (Amendment) Act, No. 54 of 1931, assented to 
on the 7th October, 1931, amended the Family Endowment Act 1927-1930. 
The principal Act is amended by omitting from section 3 the definition of 
“employee ” and inserting the following definition :—“ Employee ” means 
person employed, whether on salary or wages, or piece-work rates, or as a 
member of a butty gang, and includes any such person who is employed 
by or on behalf of the Crown in right of the State of New South Wales, or 
by or on behalf of a statutory authority representing the Crown in such right, 
and the fact that a person is working under a contract for labour only, or 
substantially for labour only, or as lessee of any tools or other implements 
of production, or any vehicle used in the delivery of goods, shall not in 
itself prevent such person being held to be an employee.” 


“Employee ” also includes insurance and time payment canvassers or 
collectors paid wholly or in part by commission ; and timber-getters, whether 
paid by wages or at piece-work rates. 

The term “employee ”’ does not include—(a) any person whose wages 
are paid by the Government of the Commonwealth of Australia; (b) a 
member of a family in the employment of a parent ; (c) any person employed 
in domestic service otherwise than in connexion with his employer’s trade or 
business ; (d) any person whose employment is casual or intermittent and 
who is employed otherwise than for the purposes of his employer’s trade or 
business. 

The definition of ‘employer’ was amended as follows :—“‘ Employer ” 
means person, firm, company or corporation (including the Crown in right 
of the State of New South Wales and any statutory authority representing 
the Crown in such right) employing persons whether on behalf of himself or 
itself or any other person. ‘ 

Where an employer is resident out of the State, the term shall be deemed 
to include a person to whom the management of the affairs of the employer 
relating to his employees within the State is for the time being committed.” 

The definitions of ‘“‘ prescribed statutory body” and “ prescribed 
industrial undertaking ’’ were omitted from the section. 

Sections relating to regulations, collection and proceedings were amended 
or extended. 

The Finance (Family Endowment Tax) Act, No. 51 of 1931, assented to 
on the 7th October, 1931, declares the percentages at which contributions 
to the Family Endowment Fund are to be made by employers in respect of 
wages paid after the 30th June, 1931. From ist July, 1931, the contribu- 
tion shall be 2 per centum. The percentage payable from the Ist January, 
1930, to the 30th June, 1931, was I per centum. 

The Industrial Arbitration (Amendment) Act, No. 64 of 1931, assented 
to on the roth December, 1931, provided that, notwithstanding anything 
to the contrary in the Principal Act, every industrial board constituted prior 
to the commencement of this Act, and in existence at such commencement, 
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shall be deemed to continue in existence until a date appointed by the 
Minister. Provided that this sub-section shall not operate to curtail the 
exercise of any powers conferred on the Minister or the Court or the 
Commission under sections of the Principal Act or amendments thereof, 
A date appointed under this Act shall be notified in the Gazette, and may 
refer to—(a) generally to all boards ; or (6) to one or more boards specified 
in the notification; or (ce) to all boards other than those specified in the 
notification. 

The Honorable E. C. Magrath, M.L.C. was appointed Deputy Industrial 
Commissioner from 24th June, 1931, the position being previously occupied 
by the Honorable E. J. Kavanagh, M.L.C. 


His Honour Mr. Justice Street resigned as a member of the Industrial 
Commission, his last day of service being 30th September, 1931. 


His Honour Mr. Justice A. B. Piddington resigned his office of President 
and Member of the Industrial Commission on Igth May, 1932. 


The two vacancies on the Commission were filled on the 20th June, 1932, 
by the appointment of Joseph Alexander Browne, K.C., and Alan Mayo 
Webb, Esquires, Barristers-at-law, the first mentioned being appointed 
President of the Commission. Mr. Justice Cantor is the other member of 
the Commission. 

The Select Committee of the Legislative Council for whose consideration 
and report the “ Industrial Conciliation and Arbitration Bill” was referred 
by resolution of 19th March, 1931, submitted three reports during the year. 
The first interim report is dated 28th April, the second intezim report, 7th 
July, and the final report, 3rd September. The evidence is published in 
the interim reports. 


The Committee held 40 meetings, at which 76 witnesses were examined. 
The Committee reported that voluminous evidence from parties opposed to 
the measure was submitted, covering a very wide field embracing the 
financial and industrial sides of the primary and secondary industries 
generally, together with that of certain insurance companies and of certain 
unions of employees whose members were seriously affected by the Bill. 
No evidence in support of the measure was ofiered voluntarily. The 
Committee regretted that none of the representatives of industrial organiza- 
tions who might justifiably have been regarded as holding views in support 
of the Bill came forward to offer evidence and submit themselves to 
examination. The Committee receiving no response from the representatives 
of unions to its first general invitation, addressed special letters to certain 
representatives of industrial organizations requesting their attendance at 
certain specified times, but the invitations were not availed of. The 
Committee stresses the fact that, while every facility was afiorded, not one 
recognized trade union organization or any other sponsors of the Bill, came 
forward to espouse its provisions. 


In the final report, under general observations, the Committee states— 
“There was a remarkable unanimity of opinion among the witnesses that 
the Bill would strike a death blow at the industrial and business life of the 
community, and that while designated as a “ Conciliation and Arbitration 
Bill ” it did not disclose a single provision of a conciliatory nature, but was 
the most provocative and coercive piece of legislation that has ever been 
submitted to Parliament.’’ Further condemnatory remarks on the Bill are 
given in the final report, in which the main features of the evidence are 
reviewed. 
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The conclusion of the Committee was as follows :—* The evidence leaves 
no doubt in the minds of members of your Committee that the provisions 
of the Bill to which attention has been given would, if passed into law, have 
a most disastrous effect upon all industries. If the State is to recover from 
the present financial depression, due regard must be paid to the very 
important part that our primary and secondary industries will play in our 
economic rehabilitation. Bearing in mind that our existing industrial legis- 
lation 1s more burdensome than that which our competitors in other States 
and overseas have to contend with, it would be absolutely futile to expect a 
reviva! in industry were those burdens added to or made more irksome. 
In these circumstances your Committee has amended the Bill in the direction 
of enabling industry to function, as far as possible, under normal conditions, 
and now begs to submit it to your Honorable House in the amended form, 
including an amendment in the Title.” 


(iii) Victoria. Wages Boards made 204 determinations during the year. 
This number included determinations which were reviewed more than once 
during the twelve months. Although the legislation in this State does not 
provide for automatic adjustment of wages according to the rise or fall in 
the retail price index-numbers, it is the practice fer certain of the Wages 
Boards regulating wages and working conditions in industries for which 
Commonwealth Court awards are also in force in the State to mect and revise 
the rates of wage, bringing them into close conformity with those being 
paid by employers working under the Commonwealth awards. Among the 
Boards adopting this practice are those covering employees in the industries 
of engineering (skilled and unskilled); iron-moulding; gas-working, and 
engine-driving (factory). Determinations covering these trades were revised 
and gazetted, in some cases three, and in other cases, four times during the 
year. At 31st December, 1931, 177 determinations were considered to be 
legally in force. 


The weekly hours fixed by Wages Boards in this State are as follow :— 
4 Boards have fixed fewer than 44 hours ; 42 Boards have fixed 44 hours : 
g boards have fixed 45 to 47 hours; 120 Boards have fixed 48 hours ; and 
2 Boards have fixed more than 48 hours. 


The Bread Trade Board was authorized in September to determine the 
lowest prices or rates of payment for bread making and baking in 
Victoria, and will take the place of the Bread Board, the Country Bread 
Board and the Provincial Bread Board, which were abolished. The Wicker 
and Baby Carriage Board was appointed, and will take the place of the 
Perambulator Board and the Wicker Board. The powers of the Grocers 
Sundries Board were extended to determine rates of wage for persons formerly 
subject to the determination of the Polish Board. The powers held by the 
Picture Frame Board were conferred on the Furniture Board. The Clerks 
(Timber Trade) Board was abolished, and its powers were conferred on the 
‘Commercial Clerks Board, whose powers were extended to cover typewriters 
‘or stenographers in law offices. Adjustments or extensions of the powers 
of the following Boards were made during the year :—Cycle Trade Board ; 
‘Engineers and Brassworkers (Skilled) Board ; Flock Board ; Hospital and 
‘Benevolent Asylum Attendants Board ; and the Knitting Trade Board. 


| With the exception of Acts passed for the relief of unemployment, no 
special legislation of industrial import came into force during the twelve 


menths. 
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The Third Annual Report of the Apprenticeship Commission of Victoria 
for the year ended 30th June, 1931, points out that the progress of appren- 
ticeship under the Commission has been very seriously retarded by the 
severe industrial and financial depression through which the State is passing. 
No additional apprenticeship trades were proclaimed during the year, while 
the number of apprentices indentured in the proclaimed trades was far 
below the estimated number of new apprentices required annually to 
maintain trade. 


The serious position is attributed mainly to the following factors :— 
(a) The greatly decreased industrial activity, and the consequent unemploy- 
ment among journeymen, have limited the capacity of many employers to 
take additional apprentices. In many cases employers have found it 
exceedingly difficult to find work for existing apprentices, and have sought 
relief from their obligations under indentures ; (b) the uncertainty regarding 
continuity of work over a period of years has, in the case of employers 
fortunate enough to have sufficient work to keep their journeymen employed, 
influenced them against engaging new apprentices; (c) the considerable 
number of “old improvers”’ employed prior to the proclamation of 
apprenticeship trades. As “old improvers”’ may continue to work at the 
trade, many employers, in times like the present, prefer to employ such 
youths in preference to accepting the obligations over a period of years 
imposed under indentures of apprenticeship; (d) the introduction of 
process work, involving production operations of an unskilled or partially 
skilled nature, in the place of skilled operations previously performed by 
journeymen or apprentices, has reduced the opportunities for employment 
of apprentices in a number of trades. The inadequate provisions of the 
Apprenticeship Act regarding the supervision of employment of boy labour 
by expert members of Trade Committees or by supervisors possessing an 
expert knowledge of the trades supervised, render it possible for many boys 
to be employed in skilled trade work under the guise of message and shop 
boys or process workers without being indentured. In the interest of boys 
engaged in industrial occupations and of the industries themselves, the 
appointment of at least one special supervisor to supervise apprenticeships 
and boy labour is considered essential by the Commission; (e) the legal 
difficulties experienced by numerous employers in obtaining some measure 
of relief from their obligations under existing contracts of apprenticeship 
in the face of insufficient work and financial embarrassment brought about 
by the depression. 


As rationing of apprentices is not permitted under existing indentures 
of apprenticeship, the Commission has recommended the enactment of 
legislation to afford some measure of relief to employers who are unable to 
provide continuous work for their apprentices owing to the industrial 
depression. Other sections of the Report deal with the serious conditions of 
the building trades ; the effect of awards of other industrial authorities on 
apprenticeship conditions, such as wages, etc. ; compulsory technical school 
provisions ; technical classes in operation for apprentices; workshop 
training of apprentices ; prosecutions ; period of probation ; proportion of 
apprentices to journeymen allowed ; vocational guidance activities ; neces- 
sity for reliable figures relating to number of journeymen employed in each 
trade, and trade committees. 
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Railways Classification Board, Victoria.—This Board which had not been 
functioning for about five years prior to 1930 made one award during that 
year and five awards during 1931. The Board was created twelve years 
ago at the request of employees for a tribunal which would give them an 
equal voice in determining rates of pay and conditions of employment. 


The Board is appointed by the Governor-in-Council under the provisions 
of the Railways Act 1928 (No. 3759), and is constituted of four members 
(not legal practitioners), and a Chairman (who is a judge of the County 
Court). Two members, one of whom is not a member of the Railway Service 
and who is regarded as representative of the public, are nominated by the 
Victorian Railways Commissioners and approved by the Minister of Railways, 
and the two remaining members, who are the representatives of the staff, 
are elected by the officers and employees of the Railway Service. His 
Honour, Judge H. C. Winneke is the Chairman of the Board. The members 
of the Board hold office for a term of three years. 


The purposes and duties of the Board may be briefly stated as follows :— 
(a) To determine the rate of salaries and wages payable each year to officers 
and employees up to a maximum of £500 per annum; (b) to determine 
before the last day of February in each year the rates of wage which shall 
be the basis of any award made under (a); (c) to determine conditions of 
employment, such as hours of duty, payment for overtime, Sunday time, 
expenses (relieving, travelling and incidental, and transfer), conditions 
associated with the running of trains, etc., in respect of officers and 
employees up to a maximum of £400 per annum; and (d) to make orders 
setting out the correct interpretation of any matter arising out of any award 
and referred to the Board for that purpose by any claimant or by the 
Commissioners. 


Under the terms of the Railways Act, the Board must, before the last 
day of February in each year, fix the rates of salaries and wages of officers 
and employees up to a limit of £500 per annum, but the fact that Common- 
wealth Arbitration Court awards have been made in respect of a great 
number of grades covered by the Board’s awards has resulted in the Board’s 
rates being paid in respect of only a small number of grades of officers and 
employees, provision being made in awards of the Board that rates not less 
than those prescribed in any Commonwealth Arbitration Court award 
binding on the Commissioners shall be paid in lieu of those provided in the 
Board’s awards. The practice of the Board, since the awards of the 
Arbitration Court covered the railway employees, i.e., since 1926, has been 
to adopt the same basis as that prescribed by the Court in the Australian 
Railway Union award, with the result that practically the whole of the 
staff are paid a basic wage in accordance with the Arbitration Court formula. 
The Order setting aside the railway awards (with the exception of the basic 
wage and standard hours) by the Commonwealth Arbitration Full Court as 
from the 4th October, 1930, resulted in the margins over and above the 
basic salary or basic wage prescribed by the Board coming automatically 
into force, and application was made by the Railway Commissioners for a 
deduction of 74 per cent. from such margins. An award was made by the 
Board for a deduction of 6} per cent. to be made as from the 4th October, 
1930. As the result of the cost of living adjustments, the deduction of 6} 
per cent. became inoperative by the beginning of February, 1931, and the 
Commissioners made application to the Board for a deduction of Io per cent. 
from the margins above the basic salary or wage. ; This action was apparently 
influenced by the decision of the Full Arbitration Court to reduce wages 
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by Io per cent., by which amount the basic wage (over which the Court 
retained control) payable to railway employees was reduced. The Board 
issued an award which had the effect of reducing the margins by Io per 
cent., but those grades which had suffered a greater reduction by the “ setting 
aside ” order were not subjected to any further reduction. 


The effect of the awards by the Board was te make the deduction 
practically uniform throughout the Railway service, as the IO per cent. 
reduction in the basic wage which was determined by the Court was provided 
for by the Board, and, together with the emergency deduction prescribed in 
Award No. 30 cf 1931, makes a deduction of ro per cent. from the total 
salary or wage. 


(iv.) Queensland.—Forty-cight industriel awards were made during the 
year, three of which were awards of the Industrial Court, and 45 of the 
Conciliation Commissioner. The number of industrial agreements filed was 
28. Variations of awards numbered 228. At the end of the year, 267 
awards and 130 industrial agreements were in force. One revision of the 
basic wage was made by the Industrial Court during 1931. The basic rates 
as from ist July, 1931, were determined at 74s. per week for adult male 
employees, and at 39s. per week for adult female employees. These rates 
were in force at 30th June, 1932. 


The Industrial Conciliation and Arbitration Acts Amendment Act, No. 
50 of 1931, assented to on the 14th January, 1032, amended the principal 
Act by the insertion of the following section :— 


‘ (62B.) Notwithstanding anything contained in this Act or in any other 
Act or law or rule or usage or practice or process of law to the contrary, 
and notwithstanding any declaration made under section 13 of this Act, 
where it is proved to the Court or Board that any industry is prevented from 
being carried on in this State, or if carried on in this State is prejudiced 
adversely by reason of the fact that any condition (other than wages) of the 
award which applies or would apply to such industry is less favourable to 
the industry in this State than any like condition of the award or awards 
made under the law of any other State or of the Commonwealth which 
apply to the said or any similar industry in any other State, and which is 
or may be in competition with the industry or prospective industry in this 
State, the Court or Board shall on application vary the award so as to 
approximate any such condition as nearly as may be to the like condition 
of the award uader which such competitive industry in another State 1s 
operating.” The term “industry ”’ includes any calling or any section or 
sections of any industry or calling. 


The Industrial Conciliation and Arbitration Act, No. 28 of 1929, provides 
that the Queensland Industrial Court, constituted by the Judge and two 
Conciliation Commissioners, shall declare the “‘ standard ”’ hours in industry, 
and shall, in the matter of such declarations, take into consideration the 
probable economic efiect of such declarations in relation to the community 
in general and the probable economic effect thereof upon industry or industries 
concerned. 


In April, 1930, applications were filed in the Court on behalf of the 
Government for an increase in the hours of work for certain groups of Crown 
employees, also for an increase to 48 hours for railway employees. The 44- 
hours per week had been in operation since Ist July, 1925, and it was stated, 
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on behalf of the Government, that the cost of the reduction had become 
an uniair burden on the Crown and the railways under existing conditions. 
The Court, after hearing the representatives for the Government and of the 
unions concerned, granted the applications, and the hours of work per week 
for the employees of those sections of the public service and railway service 
included in the applications were declared at 48 as from 16th June, 1930. 
The weekly hours for tramway employees were declared at 48 in October, 
1930. in subsequent declarations of ‘“‘ standard ” hours the Court increased 
the working hours to 48 per week in a number of industries and callings. 
For employees engaged in the following cccupations the hours were declared 
at less than 48 per week :—shop assistants (44); female cleaners (44) ; 
laundry workers (44); lime crushing, quarrying, burning or bagging (44) ; 
bread bakers and pastrycooks (44); sewerage treatment works (44); fish 
market hands (44); confectioners (46); biscuit makers (46), and fish-shep 
hands (47). 


(v.) South Ausivala.—The Industrial Court made seventeen awards, 
and 47 determinations were made by Industrial Boards during the year. 
Fifteen industrial agreements were also filed. The number of awards and 
determinations varied by the Court or Industrial Boards was 49. Eleven 
Industrial Beards were re-constituted during the year. The Furniture 
Board, which was constituted on the 2nd December, issued a determination 
on the 17th December, 1931. The Special Board constituted under the 
Industrial Acts by the Industrial Court by Order dated the 7th October, 
1931, to determine the question which had arisen as to the right of employees 
in the calling of bricklayers to do certain work in an industry, viz., tiling, 
made a determination as follows:—The Special Board determines that 
employees in the calling of bricklayers shall not have the right to do tiling 
to the exclusion of employees in other callings. 


At the end of the year, 71 awards and determinations, and 30 industrial 
agreements were in force. 

The Board of Industry made two declarations as to the “living” wage 
during 1931. On the 17th August, the Board declared the “living ” wage 
to be paid to adult male employees in the metropolitan area at Ios. 6d. per 
day or 63s. per week ; and on the 4th December, the “living” wage to be 
paid to adult female employees in the metropolitan area was declared at 
31s. 6d. per week. The Board was unable to reach unanimous decisions, 
and in the case of the declaration of the “living” wage for adult male 


eraployees a minority report was issued. 


A review of the evidence and the reasons for the declarations, together 
with the minority report, are published in Bulletin No. 9, issued by the 
Department of Industry, South Australia. The rates of wage mentioned 
were in force at 30th June, 1932. 


(vi.) Western Australia.—During the year, the Industrial Court made 
six awards, and an award covering the coal-mining industry was made by 
an Industrial Board. Ten industrial agreements were filed under the 
provisions of the State Act during 1931. Twenty-three awards and twenty- 
one industrial agreements were varied. At the end of the year there were 
79 awards and 175 agreements in force. 
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The Court of Arbitration made four declarations relating to the basi 
wage in accordance with the provisions of the Industrial Arbitration 
Amendment Act, No. 40 of 1930. Under this Act, the State Government 
Statistician is directed to supply, as soon as practicable at the end of each 
quarter, the price index-number and other information showing the variation 
in the cost of living which has occurred during the then last precedi 
quarter. If that statement shows a change of 1s. or more per week, then 
the Court shall consider the same. There is a direction also to the effect 
that the Court may adjust and amend the basic wage previously existing 
in accordance with the figures so supplied. The basic rates of wage in force 
at the end of the year 1930 were :—Metropolitan area—adult ma 
employees, £4 63. per week ; adult female employees, £2 6s. 5d. per week 
These rates were reduced on 3rd March, 1931, to £3 18s. per week and 
£2 2s. 2d. per week respectively, and on the 5th November, 1931, the rates 
were further reduced to £3 13s. 6d. per week and £1 19s. 8d. per week. 
declaration of the Court dated 29th February, 1932, reduced the rate fo 
adult male employees in the metropolitan area to £3 12s. per week, and fo 
adult female employees in the same area to £1 18s. 11d. per week. Thes 
rates were in operation at the end of June, 1932. Further particulan 
relating to the basic wage declarations by the Court of Arbitration will bf 
found in Section 3—The Basic Wage and Child Endowment in Australia. 
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The Financial Emergency Act, No. 20 of 1931, provides, under Divisiot 
2, Part V., Variation of Contracts of Service—that any employer who 1 
subject to the provisions of the Industrial Act 1912-1925, and amendment 
thereof, or who is bound by any award or industrial agreement made unde 
the provisions of the Act, and who is employing workers at a salary, wag@ 
ete., which is fixed either directly or indirectly by any such award 0 
industrial agreement may, within twelve months after the commencement 0 
this Act, by notice in the prescribed form, apply to the Arbitration Court fa 
a variation of the award or industrial agreement by which he is bound a 
regards the terms and conditions relating to rates of salary, wages, ete 
preseribed or fixed thereunder. 


If, on hearing the application, the Court is satisfied that the nations 
emergency with which the State is faced justifies it in making an order fa 
a reduction of rates of salary or wages prescribed in the award or industrig 
agreement in relation to which the application is made so as to bring thet 
into accord with the reductions made under Part II. of the Act, the Cou 
may, notwithstanding the provisions of the Industrial Arbitration Act, 4 
of any award or industrial agreement made thereunder or of any declare 
basic wage to the contrary, make an Order that the award or industrié 
agreement in respect whereof the application is made shall forthwith qj 
varied so that the rates of salary or wages therein prescribed shall be reduc 
in accordance with the provisions of Part II. of the Act, and the raté 
prescribed in the Schedule thereto. The rates of reduction prescribe 
were—On annual salary not exceeding £250, a reduction of £18 per centum 
on annual salary exceeding £250 but not exceeding £1,000, £20 per centum 
and on annual salary exceeding £1,000, a reduction of £22 Ios. per centum 


imployers availed themselves of the provisions of the Act, and numerots 
applications were made to the Court of Arbitration for orders to vary awards 
or industrial agreements so that the rates of salary or wages thereil 
prescribed might be reduced in accordance with the provisions of Part Il 
of the Act and the rates prescribed in the Schedule. The Court erantel 
many orders during October, November, and December to individual 
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employers. Considerable doubt existed as to the effect of these Orders. 
he Supreme Court (Full Court) giving judgment in the matter of a Writ 
of Prohibition directed to the Arbitration Court, ruled that an Order made 
by the Court of Arbitration under the provisions of the Financial Emergency 
Act had the effect of a Common Rule in the industry to which the award, 
or industrial agreement, applied. 


The rates of pay of employees working under 23 awards and 21 industrial 
agreements were varied by the Orders. The judgment of the Supreme Court 
and the discussions in the Court of Arbitration regarding the effect of the 


a appear in the Western Australian Industrial Gazette, Vol. XI., 
oO. 4. 


_ (vii.) Tasmania.—During the year, Wages Boards made 31 determina- 
tions, and three industrial agreements under the State Act were filed. The 
determinations made covered employees engaged in the following industries 
and callings :—Butchers ; bootmakers; bakers; employees at electrolytic 
zinc works ; engineers and foundry workers; clerks in insurance offices, 
and in law offices; employees in produce stores; brickmakers; textile 
workers ; workers in country stores ; cement makers ; hairdressers ; motor 
garage employees ; builders and painters ; hotel employees ; retail grocers’ 
eroployees; drapery employees; cycle makers; electrical engineers ; 
wholesale grocers’ employees; plumbers; fuel merchants’ employees ; 
butter and cheese makers; printers; city and country municipal council 
employees ; tanners; quarrymen ; and ship workers. The industrial agree- 
ments filed covered employees in the jam trade, in country stores and in 
the motor trade. 


The State Industrial Act in force in Tasmania provides for the inclusion 
of a clause in the determination for the automatic adjustment of rates of 
wage according to the increase or decrease in the retail price index-number. 
The inclusion or otherwise of this provision is decided by the Wages Boards. 
A number of determinations issued during the year 1931 embody the 
clause for automatic adjustment. Among the Wages Boards which have 
adopted this system of wage adjustment may be mentioned the following :— 
Bakers; Builders and Painters; Carriers; Mechanical Engineering and 
Founders; Electrolytic Zinc; Fuel Merchants; Jam Makers; Motor 
Garage; Printers; Produce Stores; Rubber Trade; Tanners ; Textile 
Workers ; and Wholesale Grocers. 


At the end of the year, 51 determinations and 5 industrial agreements 
filed under the State Act were in force. 


(viii.) Commonwealth Public Service Arbitrator —During 1031, the 
Arbitrator made one determination, declared two Common Rules, and 
varied 3x determinations. The determination made related to the deduc- 
tions to be made from salaries of clerical officers of the Commonwealth 
Railway Commissioner under the Financial Emergency Act. Clerical 
officers in the Commonwealth Railways had received £6 per annum less 
than the officers in the Public Service proper, by way of cost of living increases. 
The memorial from the claimant organization was submitted for the purpose 
of adjusting this difference, as it was claimed that Parliament intended that 
the adjustment in salaries should be based on the principle of reasonable 
equality of treatment as between officers. The deduction from the salaries 
of officers in the Public Service proper was, in the case of officers receiving 
less than £600 per annum, £34. The Arbitrator stated that, in his opinion, 
it was right that the intention of Parliament should be given effect to, and 
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approved of the application. He made a determination providing that the 
salaries of officers of the Commonwealth Railway Commissioner, who are 
members of the Commonwealth Public Service Clerical Association, shall be 
reduced by £28 per annum in the case of adult officers receiving less than 
£600 per annum. The deductions to be made in other salary groups were 
also determined. 


Provisions in determinations relating to leave of absence on account of 
accidents were, with certain exceptions, declared a Common Rule of the 
Public Service. 


The Commonwealth Public Service Board lodged applications with the 
Arbitrator for variation of certain determinations by providing that in lieu 
of money payment, equivalent “time off” should be granted to employees 
for overtime, Sunday duty, holiday duty, emergency duty, etc. The 
applications were granted, and provisions were made in Determination 
No. 20 of 1931 for compensation by “time off” for overtime, Sunday duty, 
etc. These provisions were declared a Common Rule by Determination 
No. 24 of 1931. 


Determination No. 3 of 1931 provided that the adjustments in the rates 
of pay for officers of the Commonwealth Service, consequent on a downward 
variation in the cost of living during 1930-31, which would have automati- 
cally operated from ist July, 1931, should come into operation on and from 
the r6th April, 1931. 


In presenting the case for the Public Service Board, it was stated that 
the Government, in view of the very serious position of the national finances, 
desired to effect some further reductions in expenditure on the Public Service. 
The Board had been requested to get in touch with the Public Service 
organizations to this end. The Board had consulted the organizations, and, 
subsequently, representatives of the latter saw the Prime Minister. As the 
outcome of these negotiations, there had been, with two exceptions, a 
general consent to a proposal that the reductions in rates of pay resulting 
from the cost of living adjustment should be applied as from the Ist April, 
1931, instead of from the 1st July, 1931. The attitude of the Public Service 
organizations concerned may be briefly summarized by stating that two 
organizations definitely opposed the appliction, and eighteen organizations, 
either by expressed or implied consent, agreed to the main purpose of the 
application, viz.:—A reduction in rates of pay to take effect as soon as 
possible. The Arbitrator, after hearing the arguments advanced against 
the application, decided to vary the salaries in accordance with the cost of 
living adjustment on and from the 16th April, 1931. With certain excep- 
tions stated in the Determination, salaries were reduced as follow: 
(a) Employees under 21 years of age—£g per annum; (b) Adult female 
employees—£12 per annum ; and (c) adult male employees—£18 per annum. 





Salaries and working conditions were varied in determinations covering 
motor mechanics ; excise lockers—Department of Trade and Customs; 
clerical officers ; audit officers; andartisans. Other variations made during 
the year related to cost of living adjustments ; allowance to certain electoral 
officers for performance of State electoral duties ; rent for quarters ; stretch 
of shift (telegraphists and postal clerks) ; definitions of “ day ” and “ night ” 
duty (male telephonists); sick leave (clerical officers and 4th Division 
Customs officers) ; relieving allowance (mechanics); and emergency duty 
(Third Division telegraphists). 
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During the year, consideration was given by the Public Service Board 
to the advisableness of instituting in certain sections of the Service a five-day 
working week—Monday to Friday—which would not involve reduction in 
the number of hours to be worked each week. A statement was made in 
Parliament by the Prime Minister on the 2gth April, 1931, to the effect 
that this general principle had been approved “subject to the condition 
that there must be no inconvenience to the public nor any added cost or 
inefficiency in the Service.” Applications were submitted to the Arbitrator 
by the Public Service Board to vary the provisions regarding hours of duty 
contained in the awards covering members of twelve organizations of public 
servants, and a determination was made to the effect that the hours of duty 
to be worked per week by employees in any particular Section or Branch 
may be so arranged as to confine those hours to five days per week, 1.e., 
Monday to Friday. Any re-arrangement so effected shall not involve the 
payment of overtime or stretch of shift allowance or other compensation 
to employees, or any holiday in excess of that which otherwise would be 
payable. 


Applications for variation of awards by the insertion of a provision 
relating to payment of not less than the basic wage to officers under 21 years 
of age who are married were lodged by two organizations. The Public 
Service Board formally opposed the claims but later reconsidered the matter. 
(A Public Service Regulation extending the Arbitrator’s decision to the 
Service generally had been approved.) The Arbitrator decided to prescribe 
£204 per annum as the base figure and to provide in the cost of living adjust- 
ment a clause for variation in the case of married minors equally with adult 
male officers. The variation took effect from 1st July, 1931. 


(ix.) Federal Capital Territory.—On the 12th January, 1927, the Industrial 
Board appointed under the Industrial Board Ordinance 1922-1928, fixed 
the rates of pay and conditions of employment for workmen in the Territory 
as from roth December, 1926, such rates to be binding on the Government 
and/or any contractor employed by it or performing work on its behalf. 
The wage for an unskilled labourer was fixed at 100s. per week. The 
Ordinance determined the rates of wage for a wide range of occupations, 
including construction and maintenance labourers; quarrymen ; store 
employees ; motor transport employees ; watchmen and cleaners ; fire brigade 
. employees; survey hands; engineers; electricians ; engine drivers and firemen ; 
building trade employees ; and timbermill and brickworks’ employees. The 
rates of wage specified in the Ordinance were reduced in 1931 by 162 per cent. 
in connexion with the general scheme of salary and wage reductions in the 
Commonwealth Service. 


During 1931 the Industrial Board held eight open sittings and ten 
Committee meetings. The number of plaints submitted to the Board was 
29. There was no general revision of the previous Ordinance, but a number 
of variations in rates of wage and working conditions were gazetted during 
the year. Provisions relating to rates of wages for caretakers, rangers, 
groundsmen on sports oval, men engaged in fire-fighting and attendants 
on sewerage treatment works were inserted in the Ordinance. A variation 
of the preference clause in the section “General Conditions” was made, 
and the clause now reads—‘ Preference shall be given—other things being 
equal—firstly to returned soldiers and sailors with satisfactory records of 
service ; secondly to members of unions registered under the provisions of 


60 RatEs oF WaGE AND Hours oF LABOUR. 


the Commonwealth Conciliation and Arbitration Act 1904-1930 ; provided 
that the latter employees shall be members of the union that represents 
the class of work offering.” 


An amendment of the Industrial Board Ordinance was gazetted on the 
24th February, 1932, and the Board is now constituted by a Chairman, 
a member representative of the Commonwealth Public Service Board, and a 
member representative of the workmen. The workman’s representative 1s 
determined according to the matter in respect of which the Board is exercising 
its powers. 


The Minister of any Department of State, the Public Service Board, 
and any organization is entitled to submit any matter in which he or it is 
interested to the Board, relating to wages, rates of pay or terms or other 
conditions of employment of workmen in the Territory ; and to be represented 
before the Board on the hearing of such matter. The Board’s jurisdiction 
is to hear and determine all matters relating to salary, wages, rates of pay 
or terms or conditions of service or employment of workmen in the Territory. 


§ 2. Rates of Wage and Hours of Labour. 


I. General.—The collection of data respecting the nominal rates of 
wage payable in different callings and in occupations in various industries 
carried on in each State was first undertaken by this Bureau in the early 
part of the year 1913. Owing to the difficulty of ascertaining reliable par- 
ticulars of the numbers of apprentices, improvers and other juvenile workers 
to whom progressive rates of wage fixed or otherwise according to increasing 
age or experience are payable from year to year, the inquiry was confined to 
the rates of wage payable to adult workers only, and was further limited 
generally to those industries in operation within the metropolitan area of 
each State. In order to make the inquiry comprehensive, however, certain 
industries were included which obviously are not carried on in the capital 
cities, e.g., Mining, Shipping, Agriculture, and Pastoral. The particulars 
acquired were obtained primarily from awards, determinations, and industrial 
agreements under Commonwealth and State Acts, and related to the minimum 
wage prescribed. In cases where no award, determination or agreement - 
was in force, the ruling union or predominant rate of wage was ascertained 
from employers and secretaries of trade unions. For convenience of com- 
parison weekly rates of wage were adopted, but in many instances the wages 
were based on daily or hourly rates, since in industries and occupations 
in which employment is casual or intermittent, wages often are so fixed and 
paid. Hence the average weekly earnings in such occupations will probably 
fall considerably short of the computed weekly rates. The information 
thus obtained referred to the weekly rate of wage in upwards of 400 industries, 
and related to 1,569 male occupations or callings. These particulars furnished 
the necessary data for the computation of average rates of wage in various 
industrial groups,* and in each State and Australia. The average rate of 
wage thus computed for the industrial groups represented the arithmetical 
average} of the rates of wage payable for all classified occupations within 
SEA tA AE PERN Mo Dic Rh le ge 


* The classification of industries adopted is shown on page 3. 
+ The summation of the weekly rate of wage divided by the number of occupations included. 
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the industrial groups. It is not claimed that results obtained by this method 
are precisely correct, but owing to the difficulty of obtaining satisfactory 
data as to the number of persons engaged in each of the occupations for 
which rates of wage had been obtained, no detailed system of weights could 
beapplied. Though a large amount of information as to the number of persons 
engaged in different industries and occupations was available from the 
Census results, it was found impracticable to bring the classification of 
these results into line with the detailed classification of occupations in the 
varlous industries as set out in the awards, determinations, etc. For final 
results for each State and for each industrial group throughout the States, 
however, a careful system of weighting according to industrial groups was 
adopted. For example, in computing the result for any State in any year, 
the computed average wage in each industrial group was multiplied by a 
number (weight) representing the relative number of all male workers engaged 
in that group of industries in the particular State. The sum of the products 
thus obtained, divided by the sum of the weights, represents the average 
wage for that State for the particular year. The weights used for each 
industrial group in the computations of the average wage for male and female 
occupations have been published in the previous issues of the Labour Report. 


The results thus ascertained for the year 1913 were published in Labour 
Report No. 2, pp. 28-43. In the early part of the year 1914, the scope of 
the inquiry was considerably extended, and particulars of the weekly rates 
of wage in 930 specified industries and 4,256 adult occupations (3,948 male, 
and 308 female) were included, and results obtained thereby to the 30th 
April, 1914, were published in Labour Report No. 5, pp. 44-50. These 
results were further analysed, and the average number of working hours 
which constituted a full week’s work in each occupation was ascertained 
and weighted in a similar manner to the rates of wage. This course was 
adopted in order to overcome the difficulty of making comparisons of the 
rates of wage in any specified occupation, since, in many instances, a different 
number of working hours constituted a full week’s work in separate States. 
By dividing the weighted average number of working hours into the weighted 
average weekly rate of wage, what for some purposes may be considered a 
more adequate standard of comparison was ascertained. Results obtained 
from these computations were given for each industrial group for each State. 


Since the 30th April, 1914, the number of occupations included in 
comparative computations has been kept constant, but the particulars of 
wages given in the Appendix (Sections IV. and V.) to this Report include those 
for many additional occupations. In most instances these have been taken 
from awards or determinations made subsequent to the date specified by in- 
dustrial tribunals, from agreements registered under Commonwealth or 
State Acts, or were obtained by direct inquiry. 


To supplement the results thus obtained, investigations were made 
regarding rates of wage in past years with a view io showing their general 
trend in each State and in various industrial groups. The total number 
of occupations for which particulars were available back to 1891 was 652. 
The particulars given in this Chapter show variations in nominal wages from 
year to year in each State and in various industrial groups. Index-numbers 
are also given showing variations in effective wages in each State. 
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2. Adult Male Weekly Wages—States, 1914-32.—The arithmetical 
average of the rates of wage taken into account furnishes the basis for the 
computation of relative weighted wages in different industrial groups and 
States. The following table gives particulars of the weighted average 
nominal weekly rates of wage payable to adult male workers, at the 30th 
June, 1914, and at the end of the periods specified to the 30th June, 1932, 
for a full week’s work in each State and for Australia, together with index- 
numbers for each State at each specified interval, with the average 
for Australia for the year IQII as base (== 1,000):— 


Wazes—Adult Males—Weighted Average Nomina! Weekly Rate payableior a Full Week’s 
Work, and Wage Index-Numhers. 


Norz.—Index-numbers based on the average wage for Australia in 1911 (518. 3d.) 
as base (= 1,000). The index-numbers in this table are comparable throughout. 





l 
s.a. | wa. | Tas. | (@)Aus- 






























































Particulars. N.S.W | Vic. | Q'land. | tralia 
fetes Face cece |- 
} } 
No. of Occupations included. 874 | 909 | 627 | 567 489 | 482 3,948 
i ‘ | 
RATES OF WAGE. 
z eh seve Siw aes aa . = 
& dy | CLES OO WE Sd 8. d. | 8. d. 8. d. 
3oth June, 1914 ae ne 55 SP Pe kS40 hel Wezerots 52) ca eGzeg. | (5205701 ois hes 
31st December, 1914 a oe 56 2 | 54.7 53 5 54.5 62 10 | 2S 55 7 
31st December, 1927... ae) jp HOT, FO) oT00. 43> |pTAO Peel 961-17, 98 10 93 10 | 100 2 
31st December, 1928 s: <a | 202. b OO) 160) LOM een. OO) 25t) | Ogm GO 93 3} I00 5 
30th September, 1929 _ .. Lea rtx03 46 rol I/| IOr 4; 97 5 | 100 8 94 °=7 lbrox 5 
‘ | } 
31st December, r920_—x. LS | LozgNtt|| TOT Tal eX Oe as eT azn TOO 7 of 8 trroress 
goth September, 1930 ni, [LOS 10: 99 2 96 5} 95 2} 100 6 93 9 99 5 
31st December, 1930 x. S: 99) Tt 96 11 92 5 92 8 °9 7 Pipe 96 9 
31st March, 1931 se 96 6 92 2 92 1 85 6 | gi 9 87 6 93 0 
30th June, 1931 we of 95 1 86 7 92 0 82 4] 9x 2 84 0 go 5 
| 
30th September, 1931 .. ks o4 6 84 « 89 6] 8 oj 90 4 81 10 88 11 
31st December, 1931 Ty te 03 °«O85 82 2 89 Oo 75, 0 84 41 79 9 86 10 
31st March, 1932 che st 92 9 8x 2 88 11 Fans 83 4 | 79 0 86 1 
30th June, 1932 ae ad | 2 6 80 7 88 8 73 8 82 7 | 78 9 85 8 
INDEX-NUMBERS. 
| | ry 
30th June, 1914 op ee 1,091 1,059 | 1,030} 1,060 1,225 1,026 1,079 
31st December, 1914 fe ne 1,096 1,065 1,042 1,062 1,226 1,028 1,085 
31st December, 1927 he ig 1,988 1,957 1,953 | 1,885 ti928 |, *x.6a2 1,955 
grist December, 1928 oe pete) 200m 1,944 1,974 1,877 1,941 1,820 1,959 
30th September, 1929 _ .. -+ | 2,020 1,973 1,977 1,901 1,964 | 1,846 1,979 
31st December, 1929 lx. j. .. | 2,007 | <1,972 1,975 1,896 1,963 1,848 1,974 
30th September, 1930 .. neu |) 42,990 1,935 1,88r | 1,858 1,961 1,829 1,939 
31st December, 1930 ane -. | 1,933 1,891 1,803 1,807 1,943 1,797 1,887 
31st March, 1931 20 sV2 1,882 1,798 1,797 1,668 1,789 1,708 1,814 
30th June, 1931 a5 -- | 1,855 1,689 1,795 1,607 1,779 ; 1,640 1,764 
| { 
30th September, 1931 Arm) reey ik) 1,641 1,746 1,580! 1,76 1,597 1,735 
31st December, 1037 Se Pett bibs Aoi e 1,603 1,737 1,463 \ Hoar eee eee 
31st March, 1932 bbe ae 1,809 1,583 1,734 1,440 1,627 1,541 1,680 
30th June, 1932 5 a5 | 1,804 1,573 1,731 1,438 1,612 1,536 1,672 
(a) Weighted Average. (0) Highest weighted average weekly rate recorded for Australia. 


3. Adult Male Weekly Wages—Industrial Groups, 1914-32.—The 
following table shows (a) the average weekly rate of wage in cach of the 
industrial groups, and (b) the weighted average wage for all groups combined, 
at 30th June and 31st December, 1914, and at the periods specified for the 
years 1927 to 1932 :— 


WGsus “stile sualcs — by CIGMUCU ALVOLGES LULU WOUHLY ME PGYBLIO LUX B OU WEEK'S WOIS, BC Wage MNUeX-NUIUDELS ma euco BOUSITia: UTOUD. 
Nore.—Index-numbers for each industrial group and for all industrial groups are based on the average wage for all groups in 1911 (518. 3d.) as 
base (= 1,000). The index-numbers in this table are comparable throughout. 














INDUSTRIAL GROUP. 
































| 
| | VI. x. ‘< 
Date. | i. rt Tey TV V. | Other Other XI XII. | xm. | XIv. All 
Wood, My Food, |Clothing,! Books 2 Vil. vill. Ix. 4 Agricul- 1 
Nee Engineer- : ; > | Manu- Land Shipping, Domestic,| Miscel- | Industria 
Furni- |; Drink Boots, |Printing Building} Mining. | Railways,} ©) tural, 
ture, etc, | 128 ete. Ayal pap ae (phe ete, Trans- etc.(a) etc.(b) etc.(b) laneous. | Groups.(c) 
| Dg. port. 
a ee | = 
RATES OF WAGE. 
% A os é 
8. d, 8. d. 8. d. 8. d. s. d. 8. d. 8. d. s. d. e. d. 8. d. 8. d. 8. d. &. d. 8. d. 8. da. a 
30th June, 1914 Dis 59 2 57 2 55.2 52 10 63 9 55 8 65 4 64 XL 59 8 Siz) ax 48 7 49 5 47 0 53 10 ele} } 3 
31st December, 1914 .. 59 6 57 9 55 8 53 0 63 10 56 0 65 5 65 2 59 8 52 8 49 10 49 5 47 IL 54 0 Sheps a? 
31st December, 1927 .. 104 6 102 Io 99 8 98 3] 103° 7 { tor” @ | x22)x0) | Tog) 9) 103 97 4 103 7 94 3 93 3 96 0 100 2 iS) 
31st December, 1928 .. I03 If xqz5 5 99 9 99 4] 117 10] 100 8} I12 4] I09 ro Tog 2 96 3 103 3 95 9 03 13 96 1 100 5 
30th September, 1929.. 104 8 TOS LX} AOt,) Li xOo OniPrx19) 35), 102" 7 | ira) 6S5a|_ rro68 6 105 2 97 8 106 7 95 10 93 5 97 0 Iok § x 
31st December, 1929 .. 104 10 103 6} 100 10 99. 6 |\_rr9 x |] X02. 2 | jxr9° (O}} xro” 7 105 2 96 9 107 0 95 6 92 6 96 8 LOX 2 g 
30th September, 1930. . 1oz 8 100 If 98 8 99 5 | 116 9 99 8] x15 9] 108 ro Yo? 2 94 6 102 It 04 8 gt Ir 94 10 99 5 b> 
31st December, 1930 .. 100 3 99 I 97 998 «5 -| 216° 35 97 10} 109 8] 107 xo 100 2 2 x0 99 6 Bye 1s gr 3 935 7 96 9 i] 
31st March, 1931 04 4 92 10 95 2 Sgr ny |eita ee: 63.” 4 |) X061 20} )) ros) 8 92 1 oO Ir 89 4 83 9 89 8 Ch mee 93 0 o 
30th June, 1931 90 4 90 3 9r 9 88 10 | 108 10 89 6] 102 8 | roqm 1 or 2 7 0 86 0 830 S 87 2 87 11 9° 5 Feel 
30th September, 1931. . 87 I1 88 8 90 2 84° 6} "x05 4 87° 9 | xor 2] x03 6 87 6 85 7 84 1 83.0 86 8 86 2 88 11 i) 
31st December, 1931 .. 85 7 86 3 88 6 83 2c ero20 10) Sse 98 9 | 102 § 86 7 83 11 81 10 80 3 85 3 83 11 86 10 8 
31a8t March, 1932 af 84 It 85 11 88 o 8x 6 99 10 84 5 98 2] xr0oz 6 85 7 84 3 80 7 78 9 85 0 83 «5 86 x 
30th June, 1932 * 84-7 85 Ir 87 Ir 8r 5 99 10 84 1 O7 KI'| toz) £ 86 9 83 11 8x 6 77 2 85 0 83 4 85 8 g 
ee ial 
INDEX-NUMBERS. e 
30th June, 1914 one I,I54 1,116 1,077 3,031 1,243 1,086 1,275 1,267 1,164 997 948 964 918 I,050 1,079 =| 
31st December, 1914 .. I,161 1,127 1,085 1,034 1,246 T,093 1,276 1,272 1,165 1,026 g72 965 935 1,054 1,085 ; 
31st December, 1927 .. 2,039 2,006 1,944 I,Q17 2,216 1,977 2,202 2,142 2,012 1,900 2,021 1,839 1,820 1,872 1,955 
31st December, 1928 .. 2,028 1,993 1,947 1,939 2,299 1,964 2,191 2,143 1,994 1,878 2,014 1,869 1,820 1,874 1,959 
30th September, 1929.. 2,042 2,028 1,973 1,950 2,327 2,001 2,214 2,157 2,052 1,905 2,079 1,870 1,823 1,893 1,979 
3iat December, 1929 .. 2,046 2,019 1,967 1,942 2,323 1,994 2,205 2,157 2,052 1,888 2,087 1,863 1,804 1,886 1,974 
30th September, 1930.. 2,003 1,968 1,925 1,940 2,278 1,945 2,180 2,124 1,993 1,843 2,009 1,847 1,793 1,850 1,939 
31st December, 1930 .. 1,956 1,933 1,894 1,940 2,271 1,909 2,139 2,104 1,955 rec: 1,941 1,706 1,780 1,826 1,887 
31st March, 1931 ate 1,841 1,811 1,858 1,748 2,212 1,821 2,085 2,061 1,797 epi | 1,743 1,634 1,750 1,788 1,814 
3oth June, 1931 Oe 1,763 1,762 1,790 1,732 2,124 1,746 2,003 2,031 1,780 1,697 1,678 1,627 1,701 1,716 1,764 
30th September, 1931.. 1,716 1,730 1,759 1,648 2,061 1,709 1,974 2,019 1,707 1,670 1,641 1,619 1,691 1,681 1,735 
31st December, 1931 .. 1,669 1,683 15727. 1,638 1,991 1,664 1,926 1,999 1,690 1,638 1,596 1,566 1,663 1,637 1,694 
31st March, 1932 5 1,657 1,677 1,717 1,591 1,949 1,647 1,916 2,000 1,689 1,644 1,572 1,536 1,659 1,627 1,680 
goth June, 1932 e's 1,650 1,677 1,716 1,589 1,949 1,641 I,gir 1,992 1,693 1,638 1,590 1,506 1,659 1,627 1,672 


(a) Including the value of victualling and accommodation where supplied. 





(6) Including the value of board and lodging where supplied. 





(c) Welghted average. 
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4. Adult Female Weekly Wages.—States, 1914-32.—The index-numbers 
given in the preceding paragraphs for male adult workers were computed 
with the weighted average wage in IgII as base (= 1,000) in order that 
comparisons might more readily be made between these index-numbers and 
the retail price index-numbers which are also computed to the year IQII as 
base. In the case of females, however, it has not been possible to secure 
information for years prior to Ig14, and the index-numbers are therefore 
computed with the weighted average rate of wage payable to adult female 
workers in Australia at 30th April, 1914, as base (= 1,000). 


The following table shows the weighted average weekly rate of wage 
payable to adult female workers for a full week’s work in each State and 
Australia at the 30th June, 1914, and at the intervals specified to the 30th 
June, 1932. The table also gives index-numbers for each State based 
on the average weekly wage at the end of each of the periods indicated, 
computed with the weighted average wage for all States at the 30th April, 
1914, as base (= 1,000). 


Wages—Adult Females—Weighted Average Nominal Weekly Rate payable for a Full 
Week’s Work, and Wage Index-Numbers. 

Norr.—Index-numbers based on the average wage for Australia at 30th April, 1914, 

(278. 2d.) as base (= 1,000). The index-numbers in this table are comparable throughout. 





Particulars. N.8.W. | Vic. | Q’land. | S.A. W.A. Tas. ete) 





No. of Occupations included 85 87 37 47 24 28 308 





RATES OF WAGE. 























8. d. 8. d. 8. d 8. d. 8. d. 8. a: 8. d. 
30th June, 1914 i 26 9 27 4 270) 24 1 37) ed 25 10 i) 
31st December, 1914 Me 26 10 27 9 por ay atest Eye of) 25 10 27) 65) 
31st December, 1927 oO 5Sau.0 52 7 53) 5. 49 II 58 8 5257 52 10 
31st December, 1928 a0 53 7 53 9 54 10 50 II 58 10 Oye y | 53 10 
3oth September, 1929 x 54 1 54 1 54 10 sre 4 58 10 53-7 |654 2 
31st December, 1929 oF 53 11 54 1 54 10 5I 4 58 10 Sao 54 1 
30th September, 1930 ats 53 8 53° 9 53° 9 5I 3 60 2 53,9) 53 9 
31st December, 1930 ie 53 8 53 6 S2rr 5I 2 60 1 eet. 53 7 
31st March, 1931 a Sr 3 50 2 49°79 46 1 55 10 50 6 50 5 
30th June, 1931 BB 51 0 48 10 49 7 45 9 55 10 49 «1 49 8 
30th September, 1931 of 49 II 46 9 47 11 43 11 55 10 45 11 48 1 
31st December, 1931 a6 49 8 45 10 47 I1 43 +1 BIer7, 45 8 47 5) 
31st March, 1932 - 49 0 45 0 Age Y 4I Ir Br 4) 44 10 46 8 
30th June, 1932 54 49 0 44.7 47 1 41 10 50 0 44 4 46 5 

INDEX-NUMBERS. 

3oth June, 1914 ate 984 1,006 993 885 rx ° 1,000 
31st December, 1914 a 987 1,022 996 885 wees aoe 1,008 
31st December, 1927 Sc 1,950 1,934 1,966 1,838 2,160 1,935 1,945 
31st December, 1928 at, 1,973 1,979 2,017 1,875 2,164 1,964 1,980 
30th September, 1929 oi 1,992 1,989 2,020 1,887 2,165 1,973 1,992 
31st December, 1929 aA 1,983 1,990 2,020 1,888 2,16 1,978 1,990 
30th September, 1930 x. yj. 1,976 1,977 1,977 1,886 eo ee Hee 
31st December, 1930 as 1,974 1,968 1,947 1,884 2,211 1,976 1,971 
31st March, 1931 at 1,886 1,847 1,826 1,695 2,055 1,859 1,854 
30th June, 1931 “ic 1,876 1,796 1,825 1,685 2,055 1,808 1,828 
30th September, 1931 te 1,838 1,720 1,765 1,616 2,0 1,690 1,771 
31st December, 1931 ote 1,828 1,688 1,765 1,584 Fons 1681 i 
31st March, 1932 Ry 1,803 1,656 1,733 1,543 1,888 1,650 1,716 
3oth June, 1932 oo 1,803 1,640 1,733 1,540 1,839 1,632 1,707 











(a) Weighted average. (6) Highest weighted average weekly rate recorded for Australia. 
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5. Adult Female Weekly Wages—Indusirial Groups, 1914-32.—The 
following table shows the weighted average weekly rate of wage payable 
to adult female workers at the 30th June and 31st December, 1914, and 
at the periods specified for the years 1927 to 1932, in the industrial groups 
in which females are mainly employed, and in all groups combined. Taking 
the average wage for all groups at the 30th April, 1914, as base (= 1,000), 
index-numbers are given, computed on the average rate of wage ruling at 
the end of each period. 


Wages—Adult Females—Weighted Average Nominal Weekly Rate payable for a Full 
Week’s Work and Wage Index-Numbers in each Industrial Group. 


Notz.—Index-numbers for each industrial group and all industrial groups, based 
on the average wage for all groups at 30th April 1914 (27s. 2d.), as base ( = 1,000). 
The index-numbers in this table are comparable throughout. 








INDUSTRIAL GROUP. 














| 
Date. 11. Were sees ey hho XIN, es 

Tood, Clothing, All Other Domestic, Miscel- All 

Drink, Boots, Manu- Hotels, lancous, | Gtoups.(>) 

etc. etc. facturing. etc.(a) 

RATES OF WAGE. 

8. d. 8. d. 8. d. Beds 8. d. 8. d 
30th June, 1914 7a 22 6 24 9 26 II gt x 30 2 22 
31st December, 1914 23 «+5 24 II 27,0 30) 2 2T) 4 27 5 
31st December, 1927 48 9 52 7 53 2 ae 5 52 8 52 10 
31st December, 1928 49 3 Saaz tal Barr S5ieT 52 10 53 10 
30th September, 1929 49 5 54 6 53 11 SSaun 53 4 54 2 
31st December, 1929 49 4 54 4 53 it 54 9 53, 10 54 1 
30th September, 1930 48 11 54 2 §2 II ca oF, 53 3 53 9 
31st December, 1930 48,441) S492 $20 Fay | 5a. 2 52 10 ime) 
318t March, 1931 48 0 48 9 $I 0 2 8 Saud 50 § 
goth June, 1931 45 8 404.5 48 0 2 6 Sr 0 49 8 
3oth September, 1931 4sivs 45 II 47 3 oer 50 6 48) 2 
31st December, 1931 Py ee ae 45 5 4611 | 50 9 49 10 47 5 
31st March, 1932 43 11 44 0 45 11 50 8 49 10 46 8 
30th June, 1932 43 3 43 11 45 10 | 50 4 49 3 46 5 





INDEX-NUMBERS. 























3zoth June, 1914 a6 = | 828 gir | 99t 1,144 I,ITO 1,000 
31st December, 1914 wei }.4: 602 917 994 I,T10 1,153 1,008 
31st December, 1927 - 1,793 1,936 1,958 2,001 1,937 1,945 
31st December, 1928 x 1,813 1,993 1,954 2,029 1,946 1,980 
30th September, 1929 oe 1,819 2,006 1,984 2,029 1,963 1,992 
31dt December, 1929 1,815 1,999 1,984 2,015 1,982 1,990 
3oth September, 1930 H 1,799 1,995 1,948 2,007 1,961 1,979 
31st December, 1930 + 1,777 1,994 1,934 1,994 1,945 1,971 
31ts March, 1931 As ES 1,768 1,795 1,879 1,940 1,923 1,854 
30th June, 1931 4. 5, 1,679 1,781 1,768 1,932 1,897 1,828 

mber, 1931 5 1,666 1,690 | 1,739 1,017 1,858 1,772 
pss Homa Be > 1,630 1,672 1,728 1,869 1,834 1,746 
gist March, 1032 Fi 53 1,617 | 1,620 I 691 1,865 1,834 1,716 
3oth June, 1932 4. 3 1,591 | 1,617 1,686 1,853 1,817 | 1,707 

(a) Including the value of board and lodging where supplied. (b) Weighted average. 


6. Hours of Labour and Hourly Rates of Wage, 31st December, 1931.— 
(i.) General.—The rates of wage referred to in the preceding paragraphs are 
the minimum payable for a full week’s work. The number of hours con- 
stituting a full week’s work differs, however, in many instances, between 
various trades and occupations in each State, and between the same trades 
and occupations in the several States. To secure what may be for some 


3548.—3 


66 Rates oF WaGE anp Hours or LaBouR. 


purposes a better comparison, the results in the preceding paragraphs are 
herein reduced to a common basis, viz., the rate of wage per hour in industrial 
groups in each State and in all States. In the Appendix (Sections IV. and V.) 
details are given of the number of hours worked per week in the various 
industries. The following tables give the average number of hours per week 
for each State in industrial groups. 

The tables show (a) the average weekly wage, (b) the average number 
of working hours per week for a full week’s work, and (c) the average hourly 
wage for adult male and female workers in each State and industrial group 
except Groups XI. (Shipping, etc.), and XII. (Pastoral, Agricultural, etc.). 
Many of the occupations included in the latter two groups are of a casual 
or seasonal nature, and the hours of labour are not generally regulated 
either by awards or determinations of industrial tribunals or otherwise, 
hence the necessary definite particulars for the computation of average 
working time and hourly rates of wage are not available. 

The general effect of reducing the weighted average rates of wage to a 
common basis (7.e., per hour) is to eliminate on comparison any apparent 
difference between the several States which may be due to unequal working 
time. 


(i.) Adult Males.—The following table shows the weighted average 
nominal weekly and hourly rates of wage payable to adult male workers 
and the weekly hours of labour at the 31st December, 1931 :— 


Weekly and Hourly Rates of Wage—Adult Males—Weighted Average Rates of Wage 
Payable and Weekly Hours of Labour, 3lst December, 19381. 


Industrial Groups. Particulars.(a) | N.S.W.| Vic. | Qld. | S.A. | W.A.| Tas. rec 























Weekly Wage 91/6 | 81/5 | 92/2 | 74/5 | 79/7 | 81/4 | 85/7 
Working Hours | 45.74 {47.97 |44.03 148.00 |46.58 147.90 146.46 
Hourly Wage 2/o | 1/84 2/1 | 1/64 | 1/84 | 1/84 | 1/10 


Weekly Wage | 95/11 {78/11 | 89/7 | 74/2 | 84/9 |80/z11 | 86/3 
Working Hours | 44.03 |46.71 |44.00 |46.63 |44.80 |45.64 [45.28 
Hourly Wage 2/2t | 1/83 ; 2/0} 1/7 |1/10% | 1/9} {1/102 


| 
Weekly Wage 95/8 | 81/9 | 88/o |} 84/2 | 86/7 | 86/o | 88/6 
Working Hours | 44.35 {46.93 |44.92 |46.36 145.80 |47.94 145.55 
Hourly Wage 2/2 1/9 | 1/114) 1/9% |1/r0¥ | 1/94 [1/113 


Weekly Wage 85/5 | 82/6 | 84/3 | 84/3 | 88/8 |77/x1 |83/11 
Working Hours | 44.00 | 45.17/44.00 |44.00 144.00 |46.29 144.54 
Hourly Wage 1/t1} |] 1/10 | r/1x | r/rx | 2/of | 1/82 |1/104 


I. Wood, Furniture, etc. 


II. Engineering, Metal 
Works, etc 





III. Food, Drink, ete. 


IY. Clothing, Boots, etc. 


Weekly Wage 107/8 | 98/3 |101/4 |89/10 |111/9 | 91/7 |102/o0 
Working Hours | 43.38 |43.63 |44.00 |43.56 [42.52 143.35 |43-5I 
Hourly Wage | 2/5%| 2/3 | 2/38 | 2/o8 | 2/73 | 2/zk | 2/44 


Weekly Wage 91/9 |79/10 | 85/4 |78/11 | 84/7 | 83/4 | 85/4 
Working Hours | 45.29 |47.21 |45.16 [47.25 |46.03 |47.03 |46.21 
Hourly Wage 2/ot | 1/84 |1/r102 1/8 | 1/10 | 1/9} |1/10} 


Weekly Wage | 109/4 | 90/9 |103/4 | 84/9 | 90/5 | 86/4 | 98/9 
Working Hours | 43.66 |44.33 |44.00 |44.44 |44.13 144.59 |44.04 


Y. Books, Printing, etc. 


VI. Other Manufacturing 





VII. Building 





Hourly Wage 2/6 | 2/o% | 2/44 | 1/1x | 2/o% |x/11} 2/3 
Weekly Wage 106/7 | 97/4 |112/5 (e) 98/7 | 91/6 |102/5 
VIII. Mining(b) Working Hours | 43.20 145.61 143.47 oe ae 44.83 |43.87 
Hourly Wage 2/54 | 2/14 2/7 a 2/3 | 2/o% 2/4 








Weekly Wage 97/2 | 79/0 | 86/3 |73/10 | 82/1 | 75/6 | 86/7 
Working Hours | 44.00 147.59 |47.37 |48.00 |44.10 |48.00 145.96 
Hourly Wage 2/2} 1/8 | 1/9% | 1/6% |1/10} 1/7 |1/104 


Weekly Wage 96/10 | 72/x | 86/3 | 69/6 | 80/2 | 70/4 |83/11 
X. Other Land Transport. f Working Hours | 44.00 |47.73 147.67 |48.00 |46.50 Vigk me 
Hourly Wage 2/2 | 1/6 | 1/o% | 1/5 | 1/82 | 1/53 | 1/98 


IX. Railand Tram Services . A 




















(a) Particulars relate to the average weighted weekly wage, working hours, and hourly wage respec- 
tively. (6) Average rates of wage and hours prevailing at the principal mining centres in each State. 
(c) Average rates of wage are for occupations other than Masters, Officers, and Engineers in the 
Merchant Marine Service, and include value of victualling and accommodation, where provided. 
(d) Including the estimated value of board and lodging where supplied. (e) Mining industry dormant 


oving to low prices of industrial metals. Very few workpeople employed regularly in metalliferous 
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Weekly and Hourly Rates of Wage—Adult Males—Weighted Average Rates of Wage 
Payable and Weekly Hours of Labour, 21st December, 1931—continucd. 



































| 
Industrial Groups. Particulars.(a) | N.S.W.' Vic. | gia. | S.A. | W.A.| ‘Tas. maki 
nae = . Fj =. ee 
Weekiy Wage(c)| 82/11 80/10 | 80/8 | 82/2 | 80/ 81 81/10 
XI. Shipping, etc. 3 { Working Hours aaaall ie f ae se he ae 
Hourly Wage | z cA 
| 
Weekly Wage(d)) 84/0 | 77/1 | 83/0 | 72/0 | 77/2 J1x | 80/3 
XII. Pastoral, Agricultural,< | Working Hours ot | He ae _ i mb vie 5 ys 
etc. Hourly Wage | 

Weekly Wage(d)| 92/1 | 85/6 | 78/7 | 72/0 |80/10 | 65/9 | 85/3 

XIII. Domestic, Hotels, etc. i Working Hours| 44.00 |47.95 47.80 48.00 |48.00 |48.00 146.38 
Hourly Wage 2/1 | 1/9% | 1/7? 1/6 | 1/8t | 1/44 | 1/10 

- Weekly Wage 91/4 '80/11 85/6 | 70/5 | 76/8 73/2. 83/11 

XYV. Miscellaneous .. bo Working Hours} 44.54 |47.74 |45.22 147.84 147.23 |47.88 146.20 
Hourly Wage 2/o} | 1/8} |1/103 | 1/5% | 1/7k | 1/64 | 1/9 

aes 5. on in toe go ae Ee lio ful (Sblor Selo haat 

| 

Ali Groups | Weekly Wage | 93/5 | 82/2 | 89/0 | 75/0 | 84/1 | 79/9 \86/10 
pose Wage 96/4 | 83/3 | 91/7 | 75/4 | 85/9 | 80/6 | 88/9 

All Groups excepting XI.4 | Working Hours] 44.22 46.88 |44.98 146.83 j45.55 |46.76 |45.51 
and XII. | Hourly Wage 2/2t | t/9t | 2/ok | 1/74 |x/10h | 1/82 |1/114 

i i 














(a) Particulars relate to the average weighted weekly wage, working hours, and hourly wage respec- 


tively. 


(b) Average rates of wage and hours prevailing at the principal mining centres in each State. 


(c) Average rates of wage are for occupations other than Masters, Officers, and Engineers in the 
Merchant Marine Service, and include value of 
(d) Including the estimated value of board and lodging where supplied. 


owing to low prices of industrial metals. 


victualling and accommodation, 


where provided. 


(2) Mining industry dormant. 


Very few workpeople employed regularly in metalliferous mining. 


(ili.) Adult Females.—The following table shows the weighted average 
nominal weekly and hourly rates of wage payable to adult female workers, 
and weekly hours of labour at the 31st December, 1931 :— 


Weekly and Hourly Rates of Wage—Adult Females—Weighted Average Rates of Wage 
payable, and Weekly Hours of Labour, 3ist December, 1831. 
































Industrial Groups. Particulars.a | N.S.W.| Vic. | Qld. | S.A. | W.A. | Tas nin. 
Weekly Wage 45/8 | 45/0 | 40/5 |36/1x | 39/8 | 38/3 | 44/4 
Ili. Food, Drink, etc. Pa Working Hours | 44.80 |47.33 |45.00 |48.00 |44.00 48.00 146.17 
Hourly Wage 1/ok jo/11$ }o/r10z | 0/94 |0/102 | 0/o$ j0/114 
Weekly Wage 47/0 | 44/2 | 45/4 |45/1x | 47/2 143/10 | 45/5 
IV. Clothing, Boots, etc. .. Working Hours | 44.00 |44.86 |44.00 [44.00 |44.00 |45.33 |44.41 
Hourly Wage 1/o} jo/xrZ | 1/ok | 1/ok | 1/0% 10/11} | 1/ot 
Weekly Wage 47/3 | 47/5 | 44/4 143/20 46/4 146/11 
IZ IE V., Gee. Working Hours | 44.19 |45.73 |44-14 |46.17 44.00 }45.04 
All other Manufacturing Hourly Wage 1/o} | 1/ot 1/o |o/11t r/o} | x/ot 
Weekly Wage(?) lg gee 48/3 Acre 56/5 e/2 50/9 
XIII. Domestic, Hotels, etc. .. Working Hours | 43.38 |46.15 |46.00 [48.00 |47.20 |48.00 |45.43 
Hourly Wage 1/2k | 1/14 | 1/0} Jo/rof | 1/2t | 1/of | 1/14 
Weekly Wage 54/t | 46/3 | 54/6 | 40/0 49/10 
XIV. Shop Assistants, Clerks, Working Hours | 44 00 |46.09 |44.00 |48.00 Beta 
etc. Hourly Wage 1/2} r/o | 1/2} | 0/11 1/1t 
Weekly Wage 49/8 145/10 147/11 | 43/1 | 51/7 | 45/8 | 47/5 
All Groups Me Working Hours | 43.93 |45-44 {44.56 |46.03 |45.57 |46.07 144.88 
Hourly Wage 1/14 1/o 1/t jo/11t | 1/14 1/o | 1/oz 


srr Ln ne ee TE 

(a) Particulars relate to the average weighted weekly rates ot wage, working hours, and hourly wage 
respectively. (0) Including the value of board and lodging, where supplied, in order that the rate may be 
comparable with those paid in other industries. 
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7. Average Nominal Weekly Wage—States, 1891 to 1981.—The following 
table shows the average weekly rate of wage payable to adult male workers 
in each State from 1891 to 1931. The wages given in this table relate to 
the 31st December in each year. 


Average Nominal Weekly Rates of Wage payable to Adult Male Workers. 


Notr.—Index-numbers based on the average wage for Australia in 1911 (518. 3d.) 
as base (= 1,000). The index-numbers in the table are comparable throughcut. 









































Particulars. 1891.| I901.| 1907.! IgII.| 1914.| 1920.] 1921.| 1926. | 1927. | 1928. | 1929.] 1930. |1931. 
$. d.| 8. d.| ac dfs. dl ¢. dé.) 8. d.| #0) 8 2.8: 72.) &. a) 8, a) a. a) ee. 

N.8. Wales .. 144 1/43 11/46 7/51 5|56 2/94 0/95 IOj}I00 §/IOr Ioj/102 7/|102 Ir] 99 1/93 5 
Victoria -- 140 5/40 9/43 I1/50 6154 7/86 1/93 7) 99 6/100 3! 99 8j10xr 1] 96 11/82 2 
Queensland .. |46 6/46 2/46 ro/5r 1/53 5/91 6|96 8|100 1I]r00 Ir\rox 2/r0r 2| 92 5/89 o 
S. Australia .. |41 7/42 0/43 11/51 11/54 5/82 8/89 5195 8] 96 7] 96 2] 97 Oo] 92 8175 oO 
W. Australia .. |52 4/53 11/53 11/59 0/62 10/89 9/95 0} 98 9] 98 10] 99 6/100 7] 99 7|84 1 
Tasmania «. 138 6/36 10/37 I}4x oj52 8/85 gi9t 8] 94 I0; 93 10] 93 3) 94 8] 92 1179 9 
Australia(a) (43 5143 5/45 9/5z 3/55 7/89 10/94 6] 99 4\100 ee 5|r0r 2| 96 9/86 Io 

Inprex- NUMBERS. 

N.S. Wales .. 861] 858] 910] 1,003] 1,096] 1,835] 1,869] 1,959 | 1,988 | 2,001 | 2,007 | 1,933 | 1,823 
Victoria : 789| 796| 857| 985] 1,065} 1,679] 1,826] 1,941 | 1,957 | 1,944 | 1,972 | 1,891 | 1,603 
Queensiand .. | 908) gor] 914} 997) 1,042] 1,785} 1,886] 1,952 | 1,953 | 1.974 | 1,975 | 1,803 | 1,737 
§. Australia . 811] 819) 858) 1,013] 1,062| 1,613] 1,745] 1,867 | 1,885 | 1,877 | 1,896 | 1,807 | 1,463 
W. Australia .. | 1,022] 1,052] 1,053! 1,152] 1,226] 1,751| 1,853] 1,927 | 1,928 | 1,941 | 1,963 | 1,943 | 1,642 
Tasmania 2. 751} 719] 725| 799] 1,028] 1,674] 1,788] 1,851 | 1,832 | 1,820 | 1,848 | 1,797 | 1,556 











Australia(a) 848) 848} 893] 1,000] 1,085) 1,752] 1,844) 1,938 | 1,955 | 1,959 | 1,974 | 1,887 | 1,694 





(a) Weighted average. 


8. Average Nominal Weekly Wage—Industrial Groups, 1891 to 1931.— 
The following table shows for various years the average weekly wages payable 
in each industrial group. The wages relate to the 31st December in each 
year. 


Average Nominal Weekly Rates of Wage payable to Adult Male Workers in each 
Industrial Group. 
Notz.—Index-numbers for each industrial group and for all industrial grovps are 
based on the average wage for all groups in 1911 (518. 3d.) as base (= 1,000). The 
index-numbers in the table are comparable throughout. 









































Particulars. | 1891.| r90r.| 1907.| 1911.| 1914.) 1920. | 1921. | 1926. | 1927. | 1928. | 1929. | 1930. | 1931. 
8. d.| 8s. d.| s. dj 8. dj 8. dj 8. al | 8. Gt BE 8.5 Uy) a od.) ee | 

Group I. {52 5|52 3/53 9157 8/59 6] 95 1! 98 2/104 5/104 6/103 11/104 10/100 3) 85 7 
is I. |47 8/48 5149 9154 6/57 9] 92 5] 98 2l102 ojro2 roj102 1/103 6] 99 1| 86 3 

* YH. 38 2)44 7|46 3}50 9/55 8} 89 3] 93 10} 98 9] 99 8) 99 9g|x00 10) 97 1) 88 6 
A TV. |36 8/36 3/43 10/50 3153 0] 86 5] 93 3] 96 6) 98 3] 99 41 99 6] 99. 5) 83 13 
V. 153 5/5I oOl5r 9158 11/63 10) 99 6/104 ix 5]113  7\117 10 Ig 1/116 5/102 oO 

i Vi. 46 4146 5/46 4 51 11156 oO} 88 11) 95 ojr00 6|r0r 4/100 8j102 2) 97 10| 85 4 

" VII. {50 6/53 r0j56 7/62 13/65 5] 95 7\102 5|110 8x12 roj11z 4\113 oj109 8 98 9 

A Vili. 58 3154 8/57 3/6r 2/65 2/103 roj105 4}109 6|109 g|109 rolx10 7\x07 rojr02 § 

“A IX. {50 r0j52 4/52 7\57 959 8) 93 13) 97 5|102 6)103 I)102 2/105 2\100 2] 86 7 
” X. 139 6140 o/4r 8/46 7\52 8) 87 3) 90 2] 95 6) 97 4| 96 3] 96 9] 92 10) 83 11 
Ee xi 38 2/38 5/49 4144 7/49 ro} 88 ojror 8/103 7/103 7|x03 3/107 0] 99 6) 81 10 
»» XII. 134 10/32 1/37 5/43 0149 5] 87 11 89 o| 93 5| 94 3) 95 9] 95 6] 87 5] B80 3 
» RIE. |32 10}30 8/3z 2/45 5147 11| 80 6) 84 2] 90 x0) 93 3) 93 3 92 §| 9r 3) 85 3 
RS XIV. |39 4 1O|4I 7/47 7|54 0} 84 XI] gr I! 95 ‘| 96 0} 96 1] 96 8) 93 7} 83 11 
ALL GROUPS |43 5/43 5/45 9/51 3/55 7| 89 10] 94 6] 99 4j100 2/100 5|10r 2] 96 9} 86 10 

a i 





(a) Weighted average. 
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Average Nominal Weekly Rates of Wage payable to Adult Male Workers in each 
Industrial Group—continwed. 


Nore.—Index-numbers for each industrial group and for all industrial groups are 


based on the average wage for all groups in 1911 (51s. 3d,) as base (= 1000). The index- 
numbers in the table are comparable throughout. 


Inpex-NUMBEBS. 





Industrial Group. 1891. 190%. 1907./1911./1914.|2920.|1921./1926.|1927.|1928.|1929.|1930.|1931. 





| 


ses | fo cs pie 


' 
I. Wood, Furniture, ete. |1,023 1,019|1,049|1,125|1,161|1,855/|1,916|2,037|2,039| 2,028) 2,046] 1,956)z,66 
77 Engineering, Metal »019 9 5|t, »855)1,916)2,037)|2,039]2, 2,046/1,95 | »609 
orks, etc. =5 931 945) 971)/1,064|1,127/1,803/1,915| 1,991|2,006|1,993/2,019/1,933|1,683 

III. Food, Drink, etc. .. | 745  871| 902) 991\1,085|1,742 1,832\1, 26|1,944)1,947|1, 67\1,8 1727 
TV. Clothing, Hats: Boots, | | 99 5|1,742|1,832/1,926|1,944)1,947|1,967|1,894)1,727 
etc. ae ore, 716 708) 856) 981!1,034|1,687|1,819|1,883/1,917/1,939|1,942|1,940/1,638 

VY. Books, Printing, etc. {1.043 996/1,010,1,149|1,246|1,941|2,040|2,173|2,216)2,299|2,323,2,271|1,991 


Vi. Other Manufacturin 904 907} 905|1,013/1,093|1,736|1,854/1,961/1,977|1,964/1,994|1,909|1,664 
Pt ens ne +» | 986 Oc 1,105 1,213|1,276|1,865| 1,999|2,160|2,202|2,191|/2,205|2,139|1,926 
. Mining = + |I,134 1,067)1,117|1,194|1,272|2,026|2,056|2,137|2,142|2,143|2,157|2,104|2,999 

IX, Rail and Tram Ser- Sa : ge Cirsit a 
vices ~ °°. bt 992 1.021/1,027|1,113|1,165|1,816)1,901|2,001|2,012|1,99412,052/1,955|1,690 
X. Other Land Transport | 772. 795] 813) 910/1,026/1,702/1,760/1,863!1,900|1,878| 1,888, 1,812/1,638 


XI. Shipping, etc. sort 
XII. Agricultural, Pastoral, j 
680 627) 730) 839] 965\1,699/1,736/1,823/ 1,830] 1,869|1,863/1,706|1,566 


etc. oie ae 
XIII. Domestic, Hotels, etc. | 641 598| 608) 887) 935|1,571!1,642|1.772|1,820|1,820|1,804|1,780|1,663 
XIV. Miscellaneous .- | 773, 759| 812) 929|1,054)1,656|1,778|1,863|1,872|1,874|/1,886| 1,826)1,637 


All Groups(a) se | 848, 848 893] 1,000 1,085]1,752\1,844|1,938 1,955|4,959 


i 





745, 751| 787) 871| 972\1,716\1,984|2,020!2,021|2,014|2,087}1,941|1.596 
i 






































1,974|1,887|1,694 





(a) Weighted average. 


g. Hourly Rates of Wages (a)—1914-1931.—The foliowing table shows 
the weighted average nominal hourly rates of wage payable to adult male 
workers in each State at the dates specified. 


Average Nominal Hourly Rates of Wage—Adult Male Workers. 


Norr.—Index-numbers based on the average hourly wage for Australia—3oth 
April, 1914 (13.96d.) as base (= 1,000). The index-numbers in the table are 
comparable throughout. The rates of wage per hour are shown to the nearest 
farthing. 























New 
ueens- South Western Tas- 5 
Date. at Victoria. ae Australia. | Australia.; mania. Australia. 
Slats We Gig Gs te Shel 82, Gd. | Sing @..\. .8:440- Neh. 
30th April, 1914 jaa fa) | Wine Se Sl lee epee a, 1. TE ek 4% Tiel ia 62 
31st December, 1919 Bo) Gale Tey OF 19 I 54 1 7% I 5¢ i 7t 
os G 1920 20 I Io 2 of I 8? I ig T. To eee 
Ss, - 192! 2 if} 2 of | 2 2 TELOS. Nee Pane LIT |. 52 Coe 
S = 1922 2 of ring] 2 14 I Toz? | 2 Of | 1 10%] 2 © 
es * 1923 2 OF ln 2\, 5 2 it TyIId lie 2yy OF seg ITZ | 2) OF 
a - 1924 2 of 2 1 2 i T 11 |} 2), oF I 11? 2 of 
54 ro 1925 2 “Td, 2, EE lo zeae 2 0 | 2 IF]. 2 0 2 I$ 
s Ee 1926 2 34)/-2 2 hey! 2, of 2 24 2 of 2 2k 
a x 1927 2 32 2 23 24 Zee 2 24¢ 2 O40)) (2522 
5 a 1928 es Ane By 2 4 | eT |e 2 Zeal? _O 2s 
3 ~ 1929 | 2 4| 2 2¢| 2 4 Zeit | Vee Zee? OF || 2 3 
ne “A 1930 oes EEG ail ae | 2.0 2 Pett LEE) (2 Te 
ap < 1931 Z 23 1. 94 |) 2-03 | 1 7t | I 10$ zi 8} I 1ig 


rage computed hourly rates of wage for all industrial groups excepting Groups 
Ft (onieninn ete), aad StL (Agricultural, Pastoral, etc.). Working hours have not been generally 
regulated by industrial tribunals for occupations classified in Industrial Groups XI. and XII. 
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Average Nominal Hourly Rates of Wage—Adult Male Workers—continued. 


Nore.—Index-numbers based on the average hourly wage for Australia—3oth 
April, 1914 (13.96d.) as base (= 1,000). The index-numbers in the table are 
comparable throughout. The rates of wage per hour are shown to the nearest farthing. 








| New 























: Ripe oil s- | South | West Tas- : 
Date. | pute | Victoria. | ne | Sustralia. | Australia. | Bee Australia. 
4 | 
INDEX-NUMBERS. 
; l ] | 
30th April, 1914 998 980 | 963 991 1,170 933 1,000 
31st December, 1919 | 1,405 1,332 | 1,512 1,262 1,408 1,259 1,378 
7; i 1920 | 1,725 1,570 1,753 | 1,492 1,686 1,567 1,655 
re ‘5 1921 | 1,817 1,741 | 1,865 1,637 1,790 1,675 1,779 
- re 1922 | 1,735 | 1,709 | 1,803 | 1,621 1,766 1,628 1,726 
” ” 1923 | 1,775 1,790 | 1,808 1,676 1,754 1,696 1,771 
p “6 1924 | 1,761 1,790 {| 1,838 1,709 1,771 1,706 1,774 
p % 1925 | 1,808 1,823 | 1,988 | 1,761 1,827 1,723 1,829 
st 7 1926 | 1,944 1,864 1,997 | 1,776 1,878 1,746 1,900 
rs a 1927 | 1,980 | 1,880 1,998 | 1,800 1,882 1,731 1,920 
AS ‘3 1928 | 2,004 | 1,867 2,001 | 1,788 1,916 1,728 1,928 
a A 1929 } 2,011 1,895 | 2,001 1,808 1,923 1,751 1,940 
ne a 1930 | 1,912 1,813 1,846 1,724 1,922 1,708 1,851 
‘ 5 1931 1,873 1,527 | 1,749 1,383 1,617 1,480 | 1,676 
| 





10. Weighted Average Nominal Hours of Labour—Adult Males.—The 
following table shows the weighted average nominal hours of labour (exclusive 
of overtime) in a full working week for male workers in each State and 
Australia at the 30th April, 1914, and at 31st December, 1919 to 1931. 
Index-numbers are given for each State, based on the average weekly hours 
at each of the periods specified, computed with the weighted average hours 
of labour for all States at the 30th April, 1914, as base (= 1,000). 

Weighted Average Nomina! Hours of Labour (exclusive of Overtime) Worked by Adult 
Male Workers during & Full Working Week, and Hours index-Numbers. 


Note.—Index-numbers based on the average hours of labour for Australia at 
the 30th April 1914 (48.93), as base (= 1,000). The index-numbers in the table are 
comparable throughout. 





| 
| 


New 





low: A s- South Western | Tas- Australia. 

Date. | Boal | Mictoniars| aad. TT ae Pa er ay o 

30th April, 1914 .. | 49-42 | 48.80! 48.78 48.60 | 47.78 | 48.62] 48.93 
31st December, 1919 | 47.77 | 47-36 | 46.19 47-58 | 47.60} 47.89) 47.41 
” ” 1920 | 47-51 | 47-19 | 45-63 | 47-29 | 46.53 | 47-33 | 47-97 


* : 1921 | 45.66} 46.95 45-52 47-07 +24 46.84 46.22 





> 
an 








FA + 1922 | 46.05 | 46.99 | 45.51 | 47.00 | 46.41 | 46.93 | 46.38 
} } | 
: » 1923 | 46.73 | 47-08 | 45.51 | 47-00 46.66 | 47.27 | 46.70 
“n {e 1924 | 46.75 | 46.99 | 45.40 46.98 | 46.52 47.26 | 46.66 
ne = 1925 pees 46.98 | 43.88 | 46.97 | 46.26} 47.25 | 46.44 
‘ » 1926 | 44.55 | 46.94) 43-95 | 46.95 | 45.80] 47.27| 45-57 
é pa? Kozy | 44-44 | 46-82 | 143-96 | ° 46.78] 45-75 47-10 45.48 
7 Mi 1928 | 44.17 | 46.70] 43.96 | 46.67} 45.30| 46.85 | 45.27 
my » 1929 | 44.14 | 46.83 | 43.96 | 46.83 pei al 47-09 | 45-34 
= " 1930 | 45-64 | 46.85 | 44.43 | 46.83 | 45.55 | 47-09 | 45.98 
FA ip 1931 | 44.22 | 46.88 44.98 46.83 45-55 46.76 | 45.51 








(a) Weighted average working hours per week for all industrial groups excepting Groups XI. 
(Shipping), and XII. (Agricultural, Pastoral, etc.) in which working hours have not been generally 
regulated by industrial tribunals. 


Rates oF WAGE AND Hoours oF LABOUR. 71 


Weighted Average Nominal Hours of Labour (exclusive of Overtime) Worked by Adult 
Male Workers during a Full Working Week, and Hours Indez-Numbers—continued. 
Notsr.—Index-numbers based on the average hours of labour for Australia at 


the 30th April, 1974 (48.93), as base (= 1,000). The index numbers in the table are 
compatable throughout. 






































New 3 
7: . Queens- Soutl Wester Tas- : 
Date. ae Victoria. land. jattts, Australia, mahal aoe 
INDEX-NUMBERS. 
é | } | 
30th April, 1914 .. | 1,010 997 | 997 993 976 994 | 1,000 
31st December, 1919 976 968 944 972 | 973 979 969 
” ” 1920 971 964 933 | 966 951 967 962 
» ” 1921 933 960 930 962 945 957 945 
” » — - 1922 | 941 960 939 Joo, 96E 948 959 948 
| 

” ” 1923 955 962 930 961 | 954 966 954 
” ” 1924 955 g60 | 928 | 960 95% 966 954 
” ” 1925 956 960 897 | 960 945 966 949 
3 o 1926 gIo 959 898 | g60 936 966 931 
” » 1927 | 908 957 898 | 956} = 935 964 929 
# » 1928 | 903 954| 808 | 954| 926] 957| 925 
” ” 1929 go2 957 | 898 | 957 932 962 927 
“ i 1930 933 958 908 | 957 931 962 940 

x + 1931 904 958 919 


957 | 931 956 930 








(a) Weighted average working hours per week for all industrial groups excepting Groups XI. 
(Shipping), and XII. (Agricultural, Pastoral, etc.) in which working hours have not been generally 
regulated by industrial tribunals. 


11. Hourly Rates of Wage, 1914 to 1931—Adult Females.—The follow- 
ing table shows the weighted average nominal hourly rates of wage 
payable to adult female workers in each State at the dates specified. 


Average Nominal Hourly Rates of Wage—Adult Female Workers. 


Notz.—Index-numbers based on the average hourly rate of wage for Australia 
at 30th April 1914 (6.64d.), as base (= 1,000). The index-numbers in the table are 
comparable throughout. The rates of wage per hour are shown to the nearest farthing. 























New | wy, 
Date. | out Victoria. | a Aelia: pide seat nie Australia. 
| j | 

} | -| - 

ae OS: T | Me aay esd: &. d. 8. d. 

30th April, 1914 o 6} 0 62] © 6¢| o 5%] © of | oO 6 o 6% 
31st December, 1919 o10| o 8% o of o 8 O Ir Oo TSU o oF 
5 b 1920 o 113; 0 113 | O 11f | © 10} | I IZ o 10of | © 114 
FS Ss Fo2T \e-aP xv) \PtxORod) |PPICETA | Por I 2% Io I of 

PB = 1922 | I of 1 0% het! OF |*'o Trg") er 2d is sod) r 0 

| | | | 

Fe P 1923} I 1 pe OF) POrERr 2) |OtTeto.4 | Mer Gha? | WET OF sy te: 

a ‘ 1924 TP .0F|PRnP hn. PP rChrd) | ro Ta i2e } SE _ of Te 
= is 1925 ah x) Otrvbrd | Mertee | | Crtiod) |TReOsgd Ptr “OF eT Te 
A; be FOZ0 Jo ah Ter Pers | Pre ros, | OPE cer | ty 34 Neer 7 I If 

- FA 1927 Th 2h Parone | ria) |/Pcr HEL | EPISE Pe Tp oer e 2 

| | | | | 

# - 1928 th 22 bCrOb2Ts PGT dts 3) | Spectr d Tongs |r. 2 I 25 
BS a 1929 DP 23/01 9h2t Dees. |OhRchrs | Per Eth a 2 I 23 
Fy: Fs O30) (eee 2) |e raez | rhea} | iectrd EOS? Peer 2 I 2} 
- : 1931 I 14] Liss (0) | rer +|Hoerrd |Sext tr4") Pr co I of 
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Average Nominal Hourly Rates of Wage—Adult Female Workers—continued. 
Norr.—Index-numbers based on the average hourly rate of wage for Australia 
at 30th April 1914 (6.64d.), as base (= 1,000). The index numbers in the table are 
comparable throughout. The rates of wage per hour are shown to the nearest farthing, 





Ni Queens- South Western Tas- 





ew 
Dates SU Naee Victoria. | “jand. | Australia.| Australia.| mania, |“™Stralia. 
INDEX: NUMBERS. 
31st December, 1919 1,523 1,307 1,483 1,262 1,639 I,21I 1,410 
ns Fo 1920 italy) 1,685 1,761 1,578 2,069 1,580 1,730 
A FO 1921 1,965 1,578 1,989 1,770 2,215 1,794 1,923 


30th April, 1914 .. 980 1,021 976 881 1,386 920 1,000 
2,215 | 1,797 | 1,889 


” ” 1923 | 1,943 1,937 | 1,997 1,815 | 2,215 | 1,831 1,944 
op 6 1924 | 1,929 1,943 2,017 1,821 2,236 1,898 1,949 
+ ne 1925 | 1,944 2,000 2,125 1,913 2,280 1,893 1,995 
» 3 1926 | 2,080} 2,059 | 2,169 1,959 | 2,319 1,952 | 2,078 
” "9 1927 | 2,175 2,084 2,193 1,958 2,327 1,985 2,125 
” op 1928 | 2,205 2,140 2,250 2,003 25383 2,092 2,172 


2,015 2,333 2,108 2,182 
2,011 2,383 2,105 2,128 
1,688 2,045 1,791 I,g10 


0 % 1929 2,218 2,154 2,252 
» a: 1930 | 2,113 2,127 2,172 


” ” 1922 7,899 1,881 1,908 1,726 
” ” 1931 | 2,044 1,822 1,943 | 








12. Weighted Average Nominal Hours of Labour—Adult Females.— 
The following table shows the weighted average nominal hours of labour 
(exclusive of overtime) in a full working week for female workers in each 
State and Australia at 30th April, 1914, and at 31st December, 1919 to 1931. 
Index-numbers are given for cach State based on the average weekly hours 
at each of the periods specified, computed with the weighted average hours 
of labour for all States at the 30th April, 1914, as base (= 1,000). 


Weighted Average Nominal Hours of Lakour (exclusive of Overtime) worked ty Adult 
Female Workers during a Yull Working Week. 
Nore.—Index-numbers based on the average hours of labour for Australia at 
30th April, 1914 (49.08), as base (= 1,000). The index-numbers in the table are 
comparable throughout. 

















| l 

| New a: ; as. 

Date. - | South | Vietori, | Queens | South) Western | ar, | Austalia 
Lote Dee Pa ei sa” 

30th April, 1914 .. | 49.34 48.54 49.32 49.33 48.69 50.76 49.08 
31st December, 1919 | 47.53 | 47-63 40.76 | 47.67 48.12 | 49.28 47-54 
” 2A 1920 | 46.83 | 406.23 46.09 | 46.51 46.20 | 47.86 | 46.47 
45-66 | 46.10 45-97 | 47.86 | 45.69 


” ” 1921 | 45.06 | 46.04 


” » 1922 | 45.33 | 40.14 45.60 | 46.10 45-97 | 47-86 | 45.82 








” ” 1923 | 45.8 
o ” 1924 | 45.98 46.08 
” ” 1925 | 46.17 | 45.83 
” y 1926 | 44.02 45.60 
” ” 1927 | 44.02 45-58 


46.10 45.97 | 47.86 46.02 
44.00 | 46.10 | 45.57] 47.86 | 45.78 
44-01 | 46.10 | 45.57 | 47-86 | 44.94 
44-01 | 46.10 | 45.57 | 47.86 | 44.94 





| 
| 

46.13 45.60 | 46.10 | 45.97] 47.86 | 45.98 
| 


» ” 1928 | 43.93 44.01 | 46.03 | 45.57 | 46.07 | 44.79 
» » 1929 | 43.03 | 45-40 | 44.01 | 46.03 | 45.57 | 46.07 | 44-79 
” » 1930 | 45.85 | 45-44 | 44.01 | 46.03 | 45.57 | 46.07 | 45.48 
% + 1931 | 43-03 | 45-44 | 44.56] 46.03 | 45.57 | 46.07 | 44.88 
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Weighted Average Nominal Hours of Labour (exclusive of Overti 
i ; ertime) worked by Adult 
Female Workers during a Full Working Woke : 


Notr.—Index-numbers based on the averaze hours of labour for Australia at 


goth April, 1914 (49.08), as base (= 1,000). The index-1 i 
Semipareble throtphont ( ,000). The index-numbers in the table are 





| 
| 






































New | | 
Date. s . Queens- South West Tas- : 
on See | nectat land. Australia. Australia. | mania. SSUES. 
= tes. { 1 
INDEX-NUMBERS. 

eS l l 1 | ——— , 
30th April, 1914 .. 1,005 | 989 | 1,005 | 1,005 | 992 | 1,034 1,000 
31st December, 1919 968 | 970 953 | 971 980 1,004 967 
a » 1920 | 954] 942 | 939/ 948 | 941 975! 947 
” ” 192 | 918; 938 930) 939; 937 9759) Oat 
fi 5 1922 | c= shal lep mn 929; 939] 93%] 9 975 | 934 

| j H | 
» » 1923. | 933] 940 | 929] 930! +9371 +975 | 937 
i i i924 937 939 929 | 939{ 937} 975 | 938 
5. ». 1925 | 941 934 | 896 939; 928 975 | 933 
x » 1926 | 897; 929 897 | 939 | 928 975 | 916 
» » 1927 |. 897 | 929 897 939 | 928 | 975, 916 

| | | | 
7 * 1928 | 895 | 925 | 897 938 | 928 939 | 913 
. 1929 895 925 897 938 | 928 939 913 
5 ” 1930 | 934 | 926 897} 938) 928 939 927 
- = 1931 | 895 926 908 938 | 928 939 914 

| | | | | 





13. Nominal Wages and Effective Wages.—(i.) General. Wages are said 
to be nominal when they represent the actual amounts of money received in 
return for labour, and are described as effective or real when their equivalence 
in purchasing powez is expressed, that is their purchasing power according to 
some definite composite unit or regimen the cost of which is ascertained at 
a particular date or during a particular period adopted as a datum for 
reference, ‘The relation between nominal and effective or real wages was 
discussed at some length in Labour Report No.6,and reference to the matter 
was also made in Labour Report No. 11. 


(ii.) Effective or Real Weekly Wage Index-numbers—1go1 to 1931. In 
computing these effective wage index-numbers for the respective years, the 
nominal wage index-numbers have been divided by the retail price index- 
numbers, food, groceries and rent (all houses) for the capital cities. 
The resulting index-numbers show for each State and for Australia for 
the years specified the variations in effective or real wages. The nominal wage 
index-numbers for the years prior to 1914 are based on rates of wage current 
at the end of December, the only data available. For the years 1914 onward, 
however, the nominal wage index-numbers used are based on the average 
wage for the four quarters in each year, and in this respect differ from those 
in the preceding sections. However, so far as the years Igor and 1911 
are concerned, it must be noted that 2s the movement in wages during any 
one year prior to 1914 was very slight, it is possible, even if the wage data 
were available in quarters, that the index-numbers used would approximate 
very closely to those based on averages for the year. 
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Effective or Real Wages (Full Work)—Adult Males. 
iy 


Particulars. | 1901.| 1911.| 1914.| 1920.| r921.| 1924. | 1925. | 1926. | 1927. | 1928. | 1929. | 1930. | 1931. 























N.S.W... 961] 973] 906) grr] 1,079] 1,069] 1,048) 1,035] 1,079] 1,089] 1,050} 1,107] 1,160 

Victoria .. 915| 1,037} 961} 875) 1,038] 1,097 1.073 1,069} 1,095} 1,120] 1,084} 1,158] 1,162 

Queensland | 1,172] 1,090| 1,038] 1,036] 1,244] 1,232] 1,241} 1,183} 1,222] 1,236] 1,220] 1,317] 1,345 

S. Australia 948} 957} 929] 853) 1,027} 1,051) 1,053] 1,076] 1,073) 1,089] 1,067] 1,166] 1,178 

W. Australia | 1,024] 1,023] 1,070] 1,012| 1,139 1,161] 1,162} 1,165) 1,199] 1,156] 1,143] 1,229] 1,232 

Tasmania .. 827| 838) 942} 830 977| 1,017} 1,044] 1,037] 1,072] 1,099] 1,064] 1,111] 1,114 
i 


























Australia 964] 1,000] 948] 911) 1,076] 1,095} 1,081] 1,072] 1,102] 1,115] 1,082) 1,152] 1,185 























In the preceding table the effective wage index-numbers are computed 
to the one base, that of Australia for rg1z. Subject to the qualification 
already referred to, which, as has been pointed out, does not materially affect 
the figures, the index-numbers are comparable in all respects, and comparisons 
may be made as to the increase or decrease in the effective wage index- 
number for any State over any period of years. Thus, it will be seen that 
comparing 1931 with 1g01 and with Io1I, there has been an increase in the 
index-numbers in all States. 


14. Effective or Real Wages and Standard ci Comfort, 1901 to 1931.—In 
the preceding paragraph, particulars are given as to variations in effective 
wages in cach State, due allowance having been made for variations in the 
purchasing-power of money, but not for unemployment. 


For years prior to 1913, the data available as to unemployment are so 
meagre that comparative results allowing for variations both in the purchas- 
ing-power of money and in unemployment cannot be accurately computed for 
the several States. In the subjoined table, for these earlier years the 
percentage of unemployment for Australia and the nominal wage index- 
numbers relate to the end of the year. For the year 1914 and subsequent 
years, the wage index-numbers, percentages of unemployment, and retail 
price index-numbers are the average for the year. Column I. shows the 
nominal wage index-numbers, and Cclumn II. the relative percentages 
unemployed (see Chapter II!.). These percentages of unemployment are 
appled to the index-numbers in Column I. to obtain rate of wage index- 
numbers allowing for unemployment, which are shown in Column III. com- 
puted with the year 1g1I as base = 1,000. In column IV. the price index- 
numbers are shown, and in Columns V. and VI, the effective or real wage 
index-numbers are given, firstly, for full work, and secondly, allowing for 
unemployment. These are obtained by dividing the figures in Columns 
I. and IIT., respectively by the corresponding figures in Column IV. The 
resulting index-numbers show for Australia for the years specified the 
variations in effective wages or in what may be called the “standard of 
comfort.”* A comparison between the figures in Columns I. and V. shows 
the relation between the nominal rates of wage and the purchasing efficiency of 
these rates. The figures in Column VI. (see graph on page 8) show variations 
in effective wages after allowing not only for variations in prices, but also for 
unemployment. 





* This expression must not be confused with ‘“ standard of living.’’ A change in the standard of 
living necessarily involves a change in regimen (see Labour Report No. 1) that is, a change in the nature 
or in the relative quantity of commodities purchased, or both. A change in the “ standard of comfort,” 
merely implies a variation in effective wages, which variation may or may not result in or be accompanil 
by @ change in the * standard of living.” 
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Unemployment, and Nominal and Effective or Real Wage Index-Numbers. (7) 



































I. Ko weaved Ii. |). Baw olueg apties' an Preatawnee 
| | | | ~ Index-numbers. 
if 1 
; | Retail | 
Rate of Wage sey | 
Nominal | | Tiles siuben: “ pee Vv. Ly VI 
Year. Weekly | Percentage} allowing for am ack | i 
Wage | Unem- | Unemployment, | aia ae | alow 
eee CHEMIE Groveies’| Wal Work tos Wee 
| numbers, ecomputedss lesen callie one ba 
COE = es) j(all houses). | | ment. 
| | 
TGOR; of! ved 848 6.6. 4fii 832 | 880 | 964 945 
TG0G6,s & 53 Le 866 6.7 848 go2 960 940 
1907 4 ae 893 57, 884 897 996 986 
1908... aS|| goo ; 6.0 888 951 946 | 934 
1909. 2 | 923 5.8 913 948 |. 974...) yp0O3 
| | | 
TGTOs) Tet he, Welt 955 5-6 945 O7Om |e \OSsn | mO7 4 
ROLES! Die LIS66® 4-7 1,000 | 1,000 1,000 1,000 
OU ss Ll) teen Lo 5 aye 1,042 | 1,101 955 — 946 
rors... -. | 1,076 nes 1,071 | 1,104 975 | 970 
IgI is ae 1,081 8.3 1,040 [L) indo; || 94 912 
914 | | 4 40 | 8 
I9Ol5, . 2- ‘oelheOozamlik OS3ie 1,039 1,278 | 854 | 813 
IQIO: 4. --)| 1,144 5o8 | I,13i 1,324 | 864 | 854 
Ton7 +. a: 1,226 | 7.1 | 1,195 \ 3n8) 930 | 907 
LOLS se «. hol | alg 2go Bae «eth 1,255 | 1,362 | 932 | 921 
LOIQ) 4 - at 1,370. | |.e0e6 1,343 ieeree sto 907 | 889 
| if 
1920+... se pe Ej627 6.5 1,596 pata S5s} gir | 894 
Ig21 ce moth Ly SZ20id | MEL 1,701 15697 |e 91,076 | 1,002 
rozz* . .. | 1,801 9.3 1,715 F600 SPGATIZ6 | 1,072 
1923 mae | T0591 oeyek 4 1,760 1,700 | 1,062 | 1,035 
1924 ie oe 1,840 8.9 1,759 1,681 1,095 | 1,046 
WgZ5 a ox 1,861 | 8.8 1,781 1,722 1,081 1,034 
HOZO)" “> oh (Let OLA | 7-1 1,866 1,786 1,072 | 1,045 
BO27 a. fas 1. | 1,046 Ree, 1,899 1,766 1,102 | 1,075 
T9255 :> se) joe OO3 lil ahOeS 1,837 1,760) Sh" 1,105 a4 ore 
TQO20). 3. Lope mov? ple tied i 1,839 1,822 1,082 1,009 
| | | | 
1930. .. | 1,939 | 19.3 1,642 1,683 | 1,152 | 976 
ROSES tks lhe gt 952 teagan hay! 55835 1,479 | 1185 | 903 
| | | 





(a) As to the effect in abnormal periods, see Section IV., par. 3, of Labour Report No. 6. 


— ars prior to 1914, the nominal wage index-numbers and the precentage unemployed 
iki eel neaaee pale, but from 1914 onward these figures in addition to those for retail prices 
are averages for the whole year. 


Compared with 1911 the effective wage in I90I was 3.6 per cent. less 
for full work, and 5.5 per cent. less after allowance for unemployment. In 
connexion with the index-numbers in Column VI., unemployment was less 
in 1911—the base year, than in any other year. During the period 1912 to 
1920, while wages increased steadily, prices increased at a greater rate, with 
the result that the purchasing power of wages was less in each of these years 
thaninigi1. The first occasion on which the effective wage was higher than 
in IQII was in the year 1g2T.. 


Retail prices fell rapidly during the year 1931, as compared with the 
previous year. Nominal wages declined, but not to the same extent as 
prices, with the result that the effective wage index-number for full work 
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increased from 1,152 to 1,185, the highest point recorded in the investigation. 
As unemployment increased considerably, the index-number allowing for 
unemployment declined to 903, the lowest point recorded since the year 
1921. Comparison with ro11 shows that the effective wage for full time 
work was 18.5 per cent higher, but allowing for unemployment was 8.7 
per cent. lower during 1931. 


15. Productive Activity—The preceding table shows the movement 
in real (or effective) wages, i.e., wages measured in retail purchasing power 
over food and housing. A parallel problem i is the measure of productivity, 
ie., the quantity of production (irrespective of prices) in relation to 
population or persons engaged in production. 


The following table shows the total value of production from various 
sources during the years specified :— 


Estimated Vaiue of Australian Production. 


| 
































Dairy, Forestry 
Agricul- m Manufac- 
Year. le oeicat: Pastoral. eee ming oe ae Mining. turing. Total. 
| 
eee ne eee I 

£1,000. | £1,000, | £1,000. £1,000. £1,000. £1,000. £1,000. 
1906... | -25,349 | 45.389 | 13,611 | 4,879 | 26,643 | 31,172 | 147,043 
1907 -- | 30,323 | 545772 15,667 3,940 | 28,157 | 34,090 | 166,948 
1908 #5 37,150 40,468 16,504 45368 245355 33,956 | 162,861 

| 

1909 a0 41,056 52,336 16,571 | 4,504 22,893 36,913 | 174,273 
I9IO ee 39,752 56,017 19,086 5,072 23,030 42,442 | 185,399 
Igli -. | 38,774 | 52,729 20,154 5,868 | 23,303 | 47,532 | 188,359 
1912 . 459754 | 50,148 | 21,733 6,745 | 25:475 | 53401 | 209,236 
1913 oe 46,162 | 63,146 21,682 | 6,626 25,594 57,674 | 220,884 
1914 es 36,052 67,085 22,504 6,853 | 22,054 59,004 | 213,552 
1915 x 759475 70,172 22,399 6,253 | . 22,060 59,212 | 255,571 
IgI6 ae 61,255 | 83,054 27,931 6,062 23,192 60,502 | 261,996 
1917 «. | 59,641 | 91,979 31,326 6,147 | 24,998 | 65,327 | 279,418 
1918 a 59,036 96,662 33,738 6,890 25,462 70,087 | 291,875 
I9I9-20 .. 72,202 | II1I,683 38,830 9,670 18,982 92,330 | 343,607 
1920-21 .. | 112,801 90,641 52,013 11,136 21,675 | 101,778 | 390,644 
igzi-22 .. 81,890 752954 44427 10,519 20,029 | 112,517 | 344,426 
1922-23 .. 84,183 | 97,127 43-542 | 11,124 | 20,281 | 123,188 | 379,445 
TO25 eA 81,166 | 110,216 42,112 11,866 22,184 | 132,732 | 400,276 
1924-25 .. | 107,163 | 127,302 45,199 12,357 24,592 | 137,977 | 454,580 
1925-20 .. 89,267 | 113,556 48,278 12,784 24,529 | 143,256 | 431,070 
1926-27 .. | 98,295 | III,717 46,980 | 12,790 | 23,939 | 153,634 | 447,354 
1927-28 .. 84,328 | 124,555 50,261 12,181 23,015 | 158,562 | 452,901 
1928-29 .. | 89,440 | 116,733 50,717 | 11,617 | 19,539 | 159,759 | 447,805 
1929-30 .. 77,109 | 84,563 49,398 Bert | 17,912 | 149,184 | 380,537 
1930-31 .-- 793500 69,499 43,007 8,313 | 15,356 | 112,966 | 319,701 
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In previous issues, an attempt has been made to measure the quantity 
of material production by means of production price index-numbers. 
These index-numbers have never been regarded as satisfactory over a long 
period, and there is danger in continuing them further in respect to manu- 
facturing production. (See Production Bulletin No. 24, page 112.) In 
the absence of a satisfactory measure of the quantity of production, all that 
is offered here is a measure of “real”’ production, i.e., the value of produc- 
tion measured in the same retail purchasing power, which was used to find 
“real” wages. 


‘ 


Two tables are given :—The first shows “real” production per head of 
population. This table must be read with caution for the following con- 
siderations. The production considered is only material production and 
takes no account of services. As civilization advances, material production 
becomes less important relative to services, and a smaller proportion of the 
population is engaged in material production. For example, the present 
use of the motor car, the cinema, and wireless is comparatively recent, and 
these employ a much larger number of people in services than in material 
production, particularly when the material instruments are largely imported. 
It follows that material production per head of population will not measure 
accurately the progress of productive efficiency, but will tend to give too 
low a value. Unemployment, of course, will also depress it. 


A better measure is given by “real” production per person engaged in 
material production. The second table attempts to give this. The result 
will give a better measure of productive efficiency, but will not take into 
account the effect of unemployment, though the index may be somewhat 
depressed by short time and rationing. 


The two tables tell a different story. Before unemployment became 
severe in 1930, “real” production per head, as shown in the last column 
of the first table, had remained substantiaily steady, with minor fluctuations 
ever since 1906. Whatever gain had been made in productive efficiency 
had been off-set by the gradual swing-over from production of goods to 
production of services. With unemployment becoming intense in the last 
three years, the index fell from its normal figure of about roo to 76 in 1930-31. 
This would imply a fall in average real income of about 24 per cent. from the 
normal level, taking unemployment into account. It is anticipated, how- 
ever, that the corresponding index for 1931-32 will show an improvement and 
will probably reach 79; an increase of almost 4 per cent. in “Teal” 
production per head. 


The index of “real” production per person engaged, as given in the last 
column of the second table, shows on the other hand an appreciable upward 
tendency. It rose steeply during the war, as might have been expected, 
fell somewhat after the war, and recovered again. For 1929-30, it fell to 
105, due to the lag in the fall of retail prices, increased to 107 for 1930-31, 
and will probably rise appreciably for 1931-32, as contrasted with about 79 
for “real” production per head. This high figure for “real” production 
per person engaged implies a high “real” wage for those in employment. 
This is consistent with available information concerning rates of “ eflective”’ 
or “real” wages, which in the second quarter of 1932 had maintained 


the high level reached in the years 1927-29. 
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Production per Head of Population. 
1 i 
Value of Material Production. 














| | 
| fs Real” Produc- 


























il Pri tion per head 
| Per head of population. } eaang a of population 
Year. | | (a) (measured in 
! Total. ia : | 1o1r = 1,000. jzetaul purchas- 
| £r,000. | Index Number. | — ing power). 
H Actual. } 1911 = x00, | | TORE = 100: 
boat dal | i ia lL 
| eae sae 
1906 <. |) Ea7ogs | . 35.9 87 | goz | 97 
IQII ; 188,350 ez i Ico} 1,000 | 100 
IQT3 or} 220,884 | 4521 11O—< if 1,104} 99 
IQl4 a 213,552 43-0 i 10g | 1,140" } 2 
| | | 
1gI6 ae 261,996 | 53-3 | 129° | 1,324 08 
1917 if 279,418 ; 56.1 136 | 1,318 | 103 
1918 ae 291,875 | 57-5 140 | 1,302 | 102 
1919-20 a 343,607 | 64.8 E57 otf 1,624, «| 97 
1920-21 Be | 390,644 a2 | 175 1,821 96 
1921-22 bh 344,426 | 62.5 152 | 1,600 | 95 
1922-23 a 3793445 67.4 164 | TjG4232%) 10u 
1923-24 - 400,276 69.6 169 | 1,714 | 99 
1924-25 & 454,580 } 77 «4 188 | 1,690 | Ill 
1925-26 =e 431,670 | FP gsi 175 1,766 | 99 
| 
1926-27 ae 4475354 73-2 ree 1,763 | IO! 
1927-28 mie 452,901 72.6 176 | 1,776 |} 99 
1928-29 a 447;805 | 70.7 172) | T3735 esr 96 
1929-30 es 389,537 | 60.7 148} 1,783. | 83 
1930-31 _ ee 310,701 j 49-4 | 1200 7] 1,574. 41 5 One 
(a) Retail prices of food, groceries, and housing (all houses) for six capital cities. 
es Production per Person Engaged. 
| Value of Material Production per |. Real” Production 
Number { person engaged in production.(a) | per person 
. engaged 1 | engaged (measured 
Year, phe | | | 2 ofa pup 
| oduction.(a) | chasing power 
| | Index Number. 
| | Actuai. | Torr ea I9II = 100 
| (1,000.) A | 
Ig06 .. acted 659 | 223 87 96 
idee sean se 728 257 100 100 
| 
| Z i 
TOS ae, wet 756 290 113 102 
19Ql4 .. died 733 280 } 113 \ 99 
TOLO,...: sa 685 381 148 112 
TOUT eae Le 683 408 159 120 
1918 .. Sn 685 424 165 121 
IQi9g-20 et 743 460 } 179 i1o 
1920-21 ae, 760 510 | 199 109 
| 
1921-22 are 775 \ 441 172 107 
1922-23 | 793 475 } 185 113 
1923-24 Ban 810 491 Igl Ii! 
1924-25 bea 826 | 547 213 | 126 
1925-26 Ay 831 515 } 201 114 
| 
1926-27 Cea 841 | 527 | 205 | 116 
1927-28 eo) 838 530 | 209 | 118 
1928-20 aresed | 830 536 | 209 117 
1929-30 oe] 803 | 482 | 187 105 
1930-31 ask 728 | 431 | 168 \ 107 





Ee ee eo 
ta) Vide expianatory remarks below. 
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The data for the preceding table are not complete. The numbers 
engaged in timber getting are not accurately known, so that the value of 
production on this account, and the corresponding persons engaged, are both 
leit out of account. Further, the information about women engaged in 
primary production is unsatisfactory, so that males alone are counted in 
primary industries. In manufacturing, the numbers are converted into 
equivalent male workers on the basis of relative wages for male and female 
workers. The column headed “‘ numbers engaged” is therefore, rather an 
index than the absolute number of individuals occupied in material 
production, but as an index, it should be accurate enough to give a 
satisfactory index of production per person engaged. 


§ 3. The Basic Wage and Child Endowment in Australia. 


1. The Basic Wage.—(i) General—The “basic” or “living” wage is 
determined by industrial tribunals in Australia operating under Common- 
wealth and State Arbitration Acts. In the Commonwealth Conciliation and 
Arbitration Act, and in the industrial legislation in New South Wales, 
Queensland, South Australia and Western Australia, provision is made for 
the tribunals appointed by the Acts to determine the minimum rates of 
wage to be paid to adult unskilled workers. In Victoria and Tasmania, the 
provision for the declaration of a minimum rate of wage for the respective 
States is not included in the industrial Acts in force. The Wages Board 
system operates in these two States, and each Wages Board determines the 
rate of wage to be paid to the unskilled worker when the determination for 
an industry or calling is under review. 

The Acts in force providing for the determination of a “basic” or 
“living ”’ wage are as under :— 
(a) Australia—Commonwealth Conciliation and Arbitration Act 1904- 


1930. 

(b) New South Wales—Industrial Arbitration Act 1912-1931. 

(c) Queensland—Industrial Conciliation and Arbitration Act—1g29- 
1931. 

(d) South Australia—The Industrial Code 1920-1925. 

(e) Western Australia—Industrial Arbitration Act 1912-1930. 


(ii.) Commonwealth—The doctrine of a basic wage was propounded as 
far back as 1890 by Sir Samuel Griffith, Premier of Queensland, and the 
same principle was enunciated in the New South Wales Arbitration Court 
in somewhat similar terms by Mr. Justice Heydon in 1905. In spite, 
however, of these pronouncements, and of the fact that wage-fixing tribunals 
had been in operation as early as 1896 (in the State of Victoria) it was not 
until the year 1907 that the first basic wage, as such, was declared by a Court 
in Australia. This declaration was made by Mr. Justice Higgins, President 
of the Commonwealth Court of Conciliation and Arbitration, and is popularly 
known as the ‘“‘ Harvester Judgment’? on account of its having been 
determined in connexion with H. V. McKay’s Sunshine Harvester Works. 
The rate of wage declared in this case was 7s. per diem or £2 2s. per week 
for Melbourne, the amount considered reasonable for “a family of about 
five.” The constituent parts of this amount were £1 5s. 5d. for food, 7s. for 
rent, and gs. 7d. for all other expenditure. 

The judgment was delivered on 8th November, 1907, in the matter of 
the application of H. V. McKay for an Order in terms of Section 2 (d) of the 
Excise Tariff 1906. The Commonwealth Parliament had by this Act imposed 
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certain Excise duties on agricultural implements, but provided that the Act 
should net apply te goods manufactured in Australia ‘‘ under conditions as 
to the remuneration of labour which are declared by the President of the 
Commonwealth Court of Conciliation and Arbitration to be fair and 
reasonable.” The President discussed at length the meaning of “fair and 
reasonable’, and stated “These remarks would not be made if the 
Legislature had defined the general principles on which I am to determine 
whether wages are fair and reasonable or the reverse. . . . The provision 
for fair and reasonable remuneration is obviously designed for the benefit of 
the employees in the industry: and it must be meant to secure to them 
something which they cannot get by the ordinary system of individual 
bargaining with employers. . . . The standard must therefore be 
something else ; and I cannot think of any other standard appropriate than 
‘the normal needs of the average employee regarded as a human being living 
in a civilized community.’ ” 


The President in his judgment stated—‘‘ My hesitation has been chiefly 
between 7s. and 7s. 6d.; but I put the minimum at 7s. as I do not think 
thet I could refuse to declare an employer’s remuneration to be fair and 
reasonable if I find him paying 7s. per day.” 


The basis of 7s. per day or £2 2s. per week for Melbourne has been varied 
by the Commonwealth Court of Conciliation and Arbitration from time to 
time in accordance with the retail price index-numbers (food, groceries 
and rent—all houses) prepared by the Commonwealth Bureau oi Census 
and Statistics for the city or town in which the persons affected are employed, 
and the rate so obteined has been taken by the Court as the minimum rate 
of wage for an unskilled male worker. 


The weekly wage rates for the capital cities as so varied are shown in 
the third column of the following table. These rates are the “‘ Harvester ” 
equivalents plus the ‘‘ Powers’ 3s.” per week, an amount added in 1921 
for the purpose of securing to the worker during a period of rising prices 
the full equivalent of the “ Harvester”? standard. In accordance with 
the judgment of the Full Arbitration Court of 22nd January, 1931, referred 
to in the following paragraphs, these rates are subject to a Io per cent. 
reduction. The basic weekly rates as at Ist August, I932, are given in 
the table. 


Basic Weekly Wage Rates fixed by Commonwealth Court of Conciliation and 
Arbitration for each Capital City as at lst August, 1982. 








| 
| Index Numbers— 


Capital. Food, Groceries, ‘* Harvester ”’ Weekly Rate 
| and Rent Equivalent Plus | after 10 per cent. 
(all Houses). “* Powers’ 38.”" Reduction. 


2nd Quarter, 1932. 














| 8. d. 8. d. 
Sydney .. Eds 1522 76 Oo 68 5 
Melbourne =e 1392 70 oO 63 0 
Brisbane a 1269 64 0 577 
Adelaide Be 128g 65 0 58 6 
Rerthieee os 1363 68 6 6r 8 
Hobart .. : 1456 73 0 65 8 
Weighted Average— 
Six Capitals .. ae ae 1419 JI o 63 11 
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The adequacy or otherwise of the amount allotted under the “ Harvester * 
judgment has been the subject of much discussion, the author of the judgment 
himself urging on several subsequent occasions the need for its review. 
Frequent references to the desizability of an investigation have been 
made by Judges of the Court, but it was not decided to hold an inquiry into 
the method of determining the basic wage until the latter portion of the 
year 1930. 


On the 15th August 1930, applicaticn was made by the Victorian and New 
South Wales Railways Commissioners for variation of current awards in the 
railway industry. The application sought variations in the basic wage as 
follows :—the abolition of the “ Powers’ 3s.”’, and the adoption of the 
Statistician’s “all items’ purchasing power of money figures in lieu of the 
figures now in use (food, groceries and rent—all houses) for determining the 
basic wage and adjustments thereof. On 5th November, by direction of 
the Court, all organizations bound by awards of the Court were notified that 
the matters in issue affected the basic wage, and were advised that they 
could intervene in the hearing. Employers and employees selected repre- 
sentatives, and the Full Arbitration Court held a Basic Wage Inquiry. The 
hearing commenced in November 1930, and concluded on Igth January 
1931. Judgment was delivered on 22nd January. The Court refused to 
make any variations in the basic wage or in the present method of calculation 
thereof without further inquiry, but was forced to the conclusion, after 
considering the evidence relating to the decline in the national income, the 
reduction in spending power due to the cessation of loans, and the general 
depressed state of industry, that for a pericd of twelve months and thereafter 
until further order a general reduction of wages was necessary. With a few 
exceptions orders were made for variations of the awards covered by the 
applications before the Court, by the reduction of all wage rates therein 
prescribed by xo per cent. for a period of twelve months and thereafter until 
further order, such variations to operate from Ist February, 1931. Additional 
applications for variation of awards were successful in obtaining the reduction. 
and rates of wage in practically all awards of the Court are subject to the Io 
per cent. reduction. 


Applications from organizations of employees for cancellation of the 
orders providing for the Io per cent. reduction came before the Full Arbitration 
Court on the 7th March, 1932, and subsequent dates. After an exhaustive 
inquiry, the Court refused the applications for cancellation of the orders. 
Further reference to the judgment, which was delivered on the 17th June, 
will be found in Section I. of this Chapter. 


The Commonwealth Conciliation and Arbitration Act provides that the 
“basic ” wage is to be considered by a Court constituted by the Chief Judge 
and not less than two other Judges, and must be approved by a majority 
of the members of the Court. The amended Aci of 1930 provides that any 
alteration of the “ basic’ wage or the principles on which it is computed, 
or any variation or interpretation of any award where the variation or 
interpretation would result in any such alteration, shall have no force or 
effect unless it is considered by the Court constituted as above-mentioned. 


(iii) New South Wales—The first determination under the New South 
Wales Industrial Arbitration Act of a standard “living” wage for adult 
male employees was made on 16th February, 1914, wnen the Court of 
Industrial Arbitration fixed the “living ” wage at £2 8s. per week for adult 
male employees in the metropolitan area. The Court, however, indicated 
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to Industrial Boards that in view of the prosperous condition of industry 
they should fix the “living” wage at 8s. 6d. per day. Determinations of 
the “living ” wage in New South Wales were made by the Court of Industrial 
Arbitration during the period 1914 to 1916. The rates declared on the 18th 
August, 1916, for adult males were £2 15s. 6d. per week for future awards, 
and £2 14s. per week for existing awards. The Board of Trade was 
established in 1918, and was empowered to determine the “living” wage 
for adult male and female employees in the State. The first declaration 
by this body was made on 5th September, 1918, when the rate for adult 
male employees in Sydney and suburbs was declared at £3 per week, while 
the rate for female employees was declared at £1 10s. on 17th December 
1918. The Board of Trade made numerous declarations during the period 
1918 to 1925, but ceased to function after the Industrial Arbitration 
(Amendment) Act 1926 established the Industrial Commission of New South 
Wales which exercised the powers of the Board of Trade as from 15th April 
1926. The Industrial Arbitration (Amendment) Act, No. 45, 1927, altered 
the constitution of the Industrial Commission from a single Commissioner 
to one consisting of three members. 


The fizst declaration of the Commission was made on 15th December, 
1926, when the rate for adult males was fixed at £4 4s. per week, the same 
rate as previously declared by the Board of Trade. On the 27th June 1927, 
the rate for adult males (except rural employees) was declared at £4 5s. per 
week, and for adult females at £2 6s. per week. The weekly rate for adult 
rural employees was declared on the 20th July 1927, at £4 4s., and this wage 
remained in force until December, 1929. Under the provisions of Industrial 
Arbitration (Amendment) Act, No. 41 of 1929, any declaration of a “ living” 
wage made after the commencement of the amended Act did not extend 
to employees in rural industries. The next declaration of the Commission 
was issued on the 20th December, 1929, when the rate for adult male workers 
was fixed at £4 2s. 6d. per week, and for adult female workers at £2 4s. 6d. 
per week. The adult male rate was determined on the family unit of a man, 
wife and one child. The President dissented from the other two 
Commissioners and presented a separate judgment. These pronouncements 
are published in the New South Wales Industrial Gazette, Vol. XXXVI, 
No. 6, and deal exhaustively with matters relating to basic wages. The 
“living ” wage determined by the Industrial Commission in I929 remained 
in operation until the 26th August 1932, when the Industrial Commission 
declared the “living” wage for adult male workers at £3 10s. per week, 
and for adult female workers at £1 18s. per week. The judgment of the 
Commission is published in the New South Wales Industrial Gazette, Vol. 
GE No: 2: 


The principle of supplementing wages by a payment in respect of 
dependent children under fourteen years of age is operative in New South 
Wales. The Family Endowment (Further Amendment) Act, No. 58 of 
1929, provides that where the family income in the determined period did 
not exceed the amount for the same period of the “living” wage for an 
adult employee in force in such period and appropriate to the case, a certificate 
for endowment shall, subject to the Act, be issued for the amount of five 
shillings per week for each child (under fourteen years) except one in the 
family. 


(iv.) Queensland.—The Industrial Conciliation and Arbitration Act (No. 
28) of 1920, repealed the Industrial Arbitration Act 1916, and amendments 
thereof, and the Basic Wage Act of 1925. The Board of Trade and Arbitration 
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was abolished, and a Court, called the Industrial Court, was established. 
The Act provides that it shall be the duty of the Court to make declara- 
tions as to—(a) the “ basic ” wage, and (b) the maximum weekly hours to be 
worked in industry (called the “standard” hours). For the purposes of 


making any such declarations the Court shall be constituted by the Judge 
and the two Conciliation Commissioners. 


The main provisions to be observed by the Court when determining the 
“basic wage” are—(a) the minimum wage of an adult male employee 
shall be not less than is sufficient to maintain a well-conducted employee 
of average health, strength and competence, and his wife and a family of 
three children in a fair and average standard of comfort, having regard to 
the conditions of living prevailing among employees in the calling in respect 
of which such minimum wage is fixed, and provided that the earnings of the 
children or wife of such employee shall not be taken into account ; (b) the 
minimum wage of an adult female employee shall be not less than is 
sufficient to enable her to support herself in a fair and average standard 
of comfort, having regard to the nature of her duties and to the conditions 
of living prevailing among female employees in the calling in respect of which 
such minimum wage is fixed. The Court shall, in the matter of making 
declarations in regard to the “basic” wage or ‘standard ” hours, take into 
consideration the probable economic effect of such declaration in relation 
to the community in general, and the probable economic effect thereof upon 
industry or any industry or industries concerned. 


The first formal declaration by the Industrial Arbitration Court in this 
State of a minimum wage was gazetted on 24th February 1921, when the 
basic rates of wage in industries of average prosperity were determined to 
be—in Brisbane and Rockhampton, £4 5s. per week for adult males, and 
£2 3s. per week for adult females ; in Townsville, £4 15s. for adult males, 
and £2 8s. for adult females. Prior to this declaration the rate of £3 17s. 
per week for adult males had been generally recognized by the Court in its 
awards as the “‘ basic” or ‘‘living’”’ wage. The basic rates for Brisbane were 
reduced by the Court as from 1st March 1922, to £4 per week for adult males, 
and £2 Is. per week for adult females. On 28th September, 1925, these rates 
were increased to £4 5s. per week and £2 3s. per week respectively. Two 
reductions in the “‘ basic ’’ wage were made in 1930. On the 1st August the 
rate for adult male employees was reduced to £4 per week, and on the Ist 
December to £3 17s. The rates for adult females at these dates were fixed 
at £2 1s. and £1 rgs. 6d. per week respectively. A further reduction of the 
basic rates was gazetted in 1931, the rates fixed as from the 1st July, 1931, 
being £3 14s. for adult males and £1 19s. for adult females. These rates 
were in operation at the end of June, 1932. The declarations of the Industrial 
Court and the opinions of the members are published in the Queensland 
Industrial Gazette. 





(v.) South Australia.—The Industrial Code 1920, provides that the 
Board of Industry shall, after public inquiry as to the increase or decrease 
in the average cost of living, make a determination declaring what shall be 
the “living” wage to be paid to adult male employees and to adult female 
employees, with full powers to fix different rates to be paid in different 
defined areas. 


It is provided that the Board of Industry shall hold an inquiry for the 
purpose of declaring the “living ”’ wage wherever a substantial change in the 
cost of living or any other circumstance has, in the opinion of the Board, 
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rendered it just and expedient that the question of the “living ” wage should 
be re-opened and reviewed, but no new determination shall be made by the 
Board until the expiration of a period of at least six months from the date of 
its previous determination. 


The Board of Industry consists of five members, one nominated by the 
Minister for Industry, two nominated by the South Australian Employers’ 
Federation as representatives of employers, and two nominated by the 
United Trades and Labour Council of South Australia as representatives of 
employees. The member nominated by the Minister shall be President 
and shall preside at all meetings of the Board. 

According to the Industrial Acts 1920-25, “living wage” means a sum 
sufficient for the normal and reasonable needs of the average employee 
living in the locality where the work under consideration is done or is to be 
done. 

The family unit is not specifically defined in the Code, but it is stated 
that the South Australian Industrial Court in 1920 definitely decided that the 
“average employee” in respect of whom the “living” wage is to be declared 
is a man with a wife end three children. 

The first declaration of the “living ’’ wage was made by the Board of 
Industry on the 15th July, 1921, when the “living” wage for adult male 
employees in the metropolitan area was determined at £3 19s. 6d. per week. 
The “living ” wage for adult female employees in the same area was declared 
on the 11th August, 1921, at £1 15s. per week. 

The Board of Industry made declarations of “living” wages in 1922, 
1923, 1924 and 1925. The rates declared in 1925 were—£4 5s. 6d. per week 
for adult male employees, and £1 19s. 6d. for adult female employees. 
These rates were not altered until the year 1930. 

On the 11th October, 1930, the Board of Industry declared the “living ” 
wage for adult male employees in the metropolitan area at 12s. 6d. per day, 
or £3 15s. per week, and on the 22nd December, 1930, the rate for adult 
female employees was declared at £1 15s. per week. The above rates are 
those determined by the majority of the Board of Industry. In each case a 
minority report was issued. Tae reports of the Board of Industry bearing 
on these declarations are published in Bulletin No. 8 issued by the Department 
of Industry, South Australia. The Board of Industry, on the 17th August, 
1931, declared the basic rate for adult male workers at £3 3s. per week, and, 
on the 4th December, 1931, declared the rate for adult female workers at 
£1 11s. 6d. per week. These declarations are published in Bulletin, No. 9, 
issued by the Department of Industry. These rates were in force at the 
30th June, 1932. 


(vi.) Western Australia—The Court of Arbitration, appointed under the 
provisions of the Industrial Arbitration Act 1912-1930, determines and 
declares the “basic” wage in this State. The Court consists of three 
members appointed by the Governor, one on the recommendation of the 
indusirial unions of employers, one on the recommendation of the industrial 
unions of employees, and the third member, a Judge of the Supreme Court. 
The last mentioned member is the President of the Court. 


The Industrial Arbitration Act 1912-1925 provided that, before the 
14th June in every year, the Court, of its own motion, shall determine and 
declare—(a) a “ basic” wage, operating irom the Ist July of each year to be 
paid to male and female workers ; and (8) wherever and whenever necessary 
differential basic rates to be paid in special or defined areas of the State. 
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The expression “basic wage” means a sum sufficient to enable the 
average worker to whom it applies to live in reasonable comfort, having 
regard to any domestic obligation to which such average worker would be 
ordinarily subject. The family unit is not specifically defined in the Act, 
but it has been the practice of the Court to take as a basis of its calculations— 
aman, his wife and two dependent children. 

Provision is made in the Industrial Arbitration (Amendment) Act of 1930 
for quarterly adjustments of the “ basic” wage by the Court of Arbitration 
when the official statement supplied to the Court by the State Government 
Statistician relating to the cost of living shows that a variation of Is. or 
more per week has occurred, compared with the preceding quarter. 


The first declaration of the “ basic’ wage by the Court of Arbitration since 
the authority to fix same was vested in the Court by the Industrial Arbitration 
Act of 1925 was made on the 11th June, 1926, when the rate for adult male 
employees was determined at £4 5s. per week, and for adult female employees 
at £2 5s. 11d. per week. These rates remained in force until the declaration 
of the 5th June, 1929, when the rate for adult males was increased to £4 7s. 
per week, and for adult females to £2 7s. per week. These rates 
applied to the State with the exception of the gold-fields area where the 
rates were £4 5s. for adult male employees, and £2 5s. 11d. for adult female 
employees. The Court of Arbitration on the roth June, 1930, revised the 
basic rates and fixed the rates as from Ist July, 1930, at £4 6s. per week for 
adult males and £2 6s. 5d. for adult females in the metropolitan area, and at 
£4 5s. and £2 5s. 11d. respectively in other parts of the State. On 3rd March, 
1931, these rates were reduced to £3 18s. and £2 2s. 2d. in the metropolitan 
area, and £3 17s. and £2 Is. 8d. in other parts of the State. A declaration 
on the roth June continued the basic rates previously declared. On the 
18th August the Court issued a declaration determining the “ basic * wages for 
the agricultural area, that is for the South-West Land Division, excluding 
the metropolitan area, at £3 16s. per week for adult males, and at £2 is. 
per week for adult females. The rates for the metropclitan area and for 
other parts of the State were not changed. 

A deciaration on the 5th November adjusted the rates as follows :-— 
Metropolitan area—adult males, £3 138. 6d. _per week : adult females, 
£1 19s. 8d. per week ; South West Land Division—adult males, £3 14s. 6d. 
per week ; adult females, £2 os. 3d. per week. The “ basic ” wage in other 
parts cf the State remained as previously declared, viz. :—£3 178. per week 
for adult males, and £2 1s. 8d. per week for adult females. 

On the 29th February, 1932, the Court declared the basic rates for the 
metropolitan area at £3 12s. per week for adult males, and at £1 18s. 11d. 
per week for adult females. For all other portions of the State the “ basic ” 
wage remained at the rates previously declared. 

The declarations of the “‘ basic ” wage and the remarks made by members of 
the Court concerning such declarations are published in the Western Australian 
Industrial Gazette. The declaration of the 2gth February, 1932, is published 
in Gazette, Vol. XII., No. 1. 

On the 3rd May the “basic” wage for the South West Land Division was 
declared at £3 13s. 6d. per week for adult males, and at £1 Igs. 8d. per week 
for adult females. The mostrecent declaration, dated Ioth June, 1032, 
made no alteration in the basic rates for the metropolitan area, or for the 
South West Land Division, but increased the rates for the gold-felds areas, 
and other parts of the State, exclusive of the South West Land Division, to 
£3 18s. per week for adult males, and to £2 2s. 2d. per week for adult females. 


86 TrrE Basic WaGE aNp CHILD ENDOWMENT IN AUSTRALIA. 


Under the provisions of the Financial Emergency Act 1931, the Industrial 
Court has made Orders, on the applications of employers in a number of 
industries and callings, reducing the “‘basic’’ wage rate to 71s. 4d. (82 per 
cent. of 87s. per week), the “ basic” wage rate in 1929-1930. 


(vil.) The “ basic ” or “‘ living ’’ wage rates of State industrial tribunals 
are shown in the following table. 


Basic Weekly Wage Rates fixed by State Industrial Tribunals. 

















* Basic’ Wage. 
Date of Family Unit 
State. Operation. (for Male Rate) 
Males. Females. 
Siete beer, | 
New South Wales (a)3 10 Oo} 318 O | 26.8.32 | Man, wife, and child 
Victoria .. ae (b) i (6) | (6) (6) 
Queensland ar 314 0] 119 Of 1.7.31 | Man, wife, and three children 
South Australia .. | (e)3 3 0 | (fe 1) | gn | Be ; 
Western Australia.. | (d)3 12 0 1 Sera | er 2353924} (c) 
(byoky o> (bpd () 
\ 


Tasmania 3 | (6) 








(a) Plus child allowances, 

(0) None declared, but follow Federal rates to large extent. 

(c) Although the family unit is not specitically defined in the legislation of this State, the tribunal 
appointed to determine the “ basic "’ wage has adopted the unit of man, wife and two children. 

d) Metropolitan area. “ Basic’’ wage for country districts (including gold-fields areas), excepting the 
§8.W. Land Division—males. £3 18s.; females £2 23. 2d. S.W. Land Division (3rd May, 1932)—males, 
£3 138. 6d.; females, £1 ros. 8d. 

(e) Judgment dated 17th August, 1931. 

(t) Judgment dated 4th Decemler, 1931. 


(vili.) Royal Commission on Basic Wage, 1920.—The Commonwealth 
Government appointed a Royal Commission in IgIg to inquire as to the 
actual cost of living at that time, according to reasonable standards of comfort, 
including all matters comprised in the ordinary expenditure of a household, 
for a man, wife and three children under fourteen years of age. The Com- 
mission made inquiries in each State, and their report, issued 1n 1920, recom- 
mended the following amounts for the various capital cities, viz. :— 


F sSeshde 
Sydney 217 1 
Melbourne 5 10 6 
Brisbane Se (Ona 
Adelaide 5 16 I 
Perth 5,13 11 
Hobart 5 16 11 
Six Capitals (Weighted Average) es 515 8 


The recommendations of this Commission were not given effect to owing 
to the marked advance of the amounts suggested over ruling rates* and the 
grave doubts expressed as to the ability of industry to pay such rates. 


2. Cuitp ENpowMENT.—(i.) General—The principle of supplementing 
wages by a payment in respect of dependent children under fourteen years 
of age has become very prominent in Australia in recent years, and is actually 
in operation in certain instances. 





® The “‘ Harvester ’’ equivalent for Melbourne as at the time (September quarter, 1920) was £4 138. 
per week, but only £3 18s. to £4 2s. was being paid on the basis of an annual index number. 
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(i.) The New South Wales Scheme.—The earliest attempt made in Australia 
to Institute the system was in New South Wales in 1919, when a Bill was 
introduced into the State Parliament to provide a flat basic wage for a man 
and wife, and an allowance of 5s. per week for each child, the latter rate to 
be reduced on a sliding scale and to cease automatically when the income 
reached an amount of £3 per week above the basic wage. The Bill was 
rejected, and the matter dropped until the Session of 1926-27, when Acts, 
which have been amended during subsequent years, providing for the payment 
of child allowances were enacted. Prior to December, 1929, the Act provided 
for (a) the declaration of a basic wage, and (b) the payment of an allowance 
of 5s. per week in respect of each dependent child, subject to the provision 
that child allowances would only be paid to the extent by which the total 
earnings of the worker and his family fell short of the sum represented by 
the basic wage plus child allowance at the rate of 5s. per week for each child. 
The amending Act, assented to on the 23rd December, 1929, provides that 
child endowment shall be 5s. per week for cach child except one in the family. 
Payments of child allowances in New South Wales commenced to operate 
from lst September, 1927. The fund from which these payments are made 
is created by a levy on the total amount of wages paid by employers. The 
rate of tax to be collected by the Government from employers during 1930 
was fixed at I per cent. From the 1st July, 1931, the rate of tax was 
fixed at 2 per cent. 


(ii1.) Commonwealth Public Service—The first payment of child endow- 
ment allowances in Australia was in connexion with the Commonwealth 
Public Service. When the Commonwealth Government decided to pay 
allowances, payment was made to officers at the rate of 5s. per week for each 
dependent child under fourteen years of age, with a limitation of £400 per 
annum by way of salary plus allowance. The payment of the allowance 
in the Service is now limited to officers receiving from salary and allowance 
less than £500 per annum. further details regarding the introduction and 
method of calculating the payments will be found in previous Labour 
Reports. 
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CHAPTER Iil.—_EMPLOYMENT. 


§ 1. Industrial Disputes. 


1. General.—The collection of information regarding industria! disputes 
(strikes and lockouts) in Australia was initiated by this Bureau at the 
beginning of the year 1913, and particulars relating thereto, for the first 
complete year, were published in Labour Report No. 5, Section XI. An 
examination of official reports, newspapers, and other publications showed, 
however, that there was insufficient material for the compilation of complete 
information for years prior to IgI3. 

Annual figures for subsequent years have been given in Labour Reports 
Nos. 6 to 21, while details of industrial disputes during the year 1931 are 
furnished in this Report. 


2. Industrial Disputes in Industrial Groups, 1931.—The following table 
gives particulars of industrial disputes involving stoppage of work during 
the year 1931 in industrial groups. A list of the 14 groups included in the 
classification will be found in the preface. Similar information for the years 
IgI4 to 1930 was Bapishede in Labour Reports Nos. 6 to 21. 

The number of industria! disputes recorded during 1931 was 134, 28 com- 
pared with 183 during the previous year. In New South Wales 87 disputes 
occurred. Of this number 69 involved workpeople engaged in the ceal- 
mining industry. Working days lost during 1931 prounted to 245,901 for all 
disputes in Australia as compared with 1,511,241 working days lost during 
1930. The estimated loss of wages was £227,731 in 193I as compared with 
£1,592.342 for the year 1930. 


Industrial Disputes in Industrial Groups, 1931. 





| | 
Workpeople Involved. i 
| Estab- | hii : 


















































| | lish - Working} _Esti- 
4 o orking 
Class. | Industrial Group. | Mant ee | | Days eee 
| i. cask h- . . In- Lost. - 
i valved Directly. directly. Total, Wages. 
New South Waies— 2 
ii. | Engineering, metal works, etc. I I 68 | , 68 68 70 
Ili. | Food, drink, ete: a 2 2 206 | 206 334 286 
VII. Building 2 2 7 ae 71 96 74 
JS (a) Coalmining . 69 | 69 | 19,229 1,348 | 20,577 | 106,368 | 111,378 
VIII 3 
(6) Other mining, quarries, ete. I I 421 I5r 572 18,304 | 14,640 
2 ther land transport I I II ot x 44 50 
XI. | Shipping, wharf labour, ete. 3 8 351 302 653 8,387 45753 
XIII. | Domestic, hotels, ete. I 40 93 on 93 930 698 
XIV. ! Miscellaneous 5 7 * 552 sie 552 1,506 I,IIg 
Total 87 131 | 21,002 1,801 | 22,803 | 136,037 | 133,068 
; _ | 
Vistoria— | 
1. | Wood, sawmill, timber, etc. I 2 50 fe 50 150 144 
III. | Food, drink, ete. .. 4 83 1,802 | 460 2,262 | 19,032 | x8,807 
Vil. | Building I I er rs 28 70 71 
VIII. | (2) Coal mining on I I 1,700 ue 1,700 1,700 1,500 
XI. | Shipping, wharf labour, etc. 2 4 ior 50 I5I 1,486 837 
XIV. | Miscellaneous x I | 348 104 452 55424 3,525 
Total a 92 | 4,022 | 621 4,643 | 27,862 | 24,884 
= = io | feasts | PE 
Queenstand— | 
JIT. | Food, drink, ete. Aa 4 10 I,gor | 261 2,162 8,046 7,053 
VII JS (a) Coal mining - | 4} 4 545 8 553 8,532 6,715 
* | (8) Other mining, qu: arries, etc. | 3 3 433 43 476 8,292 75374 
IX. | Railway and tramway services I r 1,616 ac 1,616 9,696 7,700 
XII. | Pastoral, agricultural. etc. .. 3 340 584 330 914 | 16,530 | 17,913 
Total | 15 358 5,079 | 642 5,721 | 51,096 | 47,415 
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Industrial Disputes in Industrial Groups, 1931—continued. 





Workpeople Involved. 















































Wee Esti 
Class. Industrial Group. Num-| jent Working! mated 
I ber mene Days | Loss in 
i n- “ : 
volved,| Directly. direatly. Total. | ¥°St- | Wages 
; ake feud tahoe £ 
é ood, sawmill, timber, ete. .. I I 
111. | Food, drink, etc. .. = I I “a d i a "ce io 
XI. | Shipping, wharf labour, etc. . . 2 2 64 64 128 87 
XIV. | Miscellaneous a ae I I 25 25 25 21 
= Total u 5 5 160 6 166 655 582 
ee Wester pale 
, ooks, printing, binding, etc. I 8 x 
MIAGBHUMpraE TT Lo Rta t or (251s | pOpedce A Tegduls Spoilers 
VII. S(a) Coalmining .. i 3 3 360 f 360 2,080 1,664 
(6) Other mining, quarries, etc. 4 5 967 4 967 9,416 7:235 
XI hipping, wharf labour, etc. .. I I 20 a0 20 120 66 
XIV. | Miscellaneous 3 8 2,291 50 2,341 | 10,666 4,848 
Sees Total 13 26 3,878 50 3,928 | 24,022 | 15,829 
$ Tasmania— 
VILE (a) Coal mining 2 2 155 6 161 5,409 5,278 
Northern Territory— 
XIV. Miscellaneous aS 2 2 245 |. 245 gio 675 
Australia— | 
{,.| Wood, sawmill, timber, etc. .. 2 3 61 6 67 592 570 
Il. | Engineering, metal works, etc. I I 68 . 68 68 79 
If. | Food, drink, ete., manufactur- | 
ing and distribution re Ir 96 3,969 721 4,690 | 27,472 | 26,794 
Vr Books, printing, binding, ete. I 3 180 F 180 g00 1,260 
Vil. | Building .. — Pe a3 4 9 152 7 159 1,006 gol 
VIII (a) Coai-mining ; oe 79 79 | 21,989 1,362 | 23,351 | 124,089 | 126,535 
* | (6) Other mining, quarries, et 8 9 1,821 194 2,015 | 36,012 | 29,249 
IX, | Kaiiway and tramway services I I 1,616 . } 1,616 9,696 7,760 
X. | Other land transport. ~ I I II ve II 50 
XI. | Shipping, wharf labour, etc. .. 8 15 536 352 888 | 10,121 5,743 
XII. | Pastoral, agricultural, ete. 3 340 | 584 330 914 16,530 | 17,913 
XIII. | Domestic, hotels, etc. I 40 93 oe 93 930 698 
XIV. | Miscellaneous 14 19 3,461 I ,615 | 18,531 | 10,188 
54 3 3 
Total—Australia* 134 616 | 34,541 3,126 | 37,667 | 245,991 | 227,731 
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® Tho following disputes commenced in, and were uncompleted at the end of the year 1930, and in 
respect of ‘Number’, ‘* Establishments” and ‘‘ Workpeople”’ are duplicated in the figures for 1931, 
viz, :— 


eee 














‘ Workpeople Involved. 
Establish- 
State. Number. ments = 
Involved. Directly. Indirectly. Total 
New South Wales... i 3 3 556 99 655 
Queensland. . Pet Ae i 20 300 | 50 350 
South Australia Se ae 1 I 11 6 17 
Total ais ks 5 24 867 155 1,022 








3. Particulars of Principal Disputes in 1931.—(i) General.—T he 
preceding tables show the number and efiect of all disputes for the year 1931 
classified according to Industrial Groups. The figures show large decreases 
compared with those of the previous year as regards number of working days 
and amount of wages lost. The number of disputes is the lowest recorded 


for any year during the period covered by the investigation. The tables 
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show that of the total number of disputes (134) which occurred in 1931, 
no less than 87 were in connexion with the mining industry, and of these, 
70 occurred in New South Wales. The total loss in wages through all 
disputes in Australia was £227,731. The loss through 69 disputes in the 
coal-mining industry in New South Wales was £111,378, or 49 per cent. of 
the total loss in wages for Australia. 


(ii) Details regarding Principal Disputes—There were no disputes of 
outstanding magnitude during 1931. 


The losses in working days for all disputes during the year amounted to 
245,991, the lowest figure recorded for any annual period during the investiga- 
tion. Previous to 1931 the lowest figure was recorded in 1918 when the number 
of working days lost was 539,593. Brief particulars of the disputes mainly 
responsible for losses in working days and wages during Ig3I are given 
below :— 


New South Wales.—A dispute at the Coalcliffs colliery which commenced 
in June, 1930, was not settled until March, 1931. The dispute arose over 
filling rates for machine cut coal and the refusal of claims for the re-employ- 
ment of men who had been given notice of dismissal. Despite negotiations 
between the parties the dispute remained unsettled at the end of the year 
1930. A compulsory conference under the Commonwealth Act was held 
in February but was adjourned on the understanding that the parties would 
consider a proposal of the Judge to submit the matters in dispute for 
arbitration to the Commonwealth Conciliation Commissioner. The proposal 
was accepted, but at the request of the parties the Commissioner sat as a 
private arbitrator. As a result of the arbitration the parties agreed to a 
compromise on the matters in dispute and work was resumed after a 
stoppage of nine months. 


A stoppage of work occurred in August at the State Coal Mine, Lithgow, 
because of the proposal of the Railway Commissioners to reduce wages under 
the provisions of the Salaries Reduction Act, as the Commissioners 
considered that production costs at the mine should be reduced. The 
dispute was taken up by the Premier, who succeeded in arranging a settle- 
ment on the basis that each miner would increase his daily output by one 
skip per day. In consideration of the increased output, the provision of 
the Salaries Reduction Act would not operate. The colliery was idle for about 
three weeks. 


At the Zine Corporation South Blocks’ Mine, Broken Hill, in July, a 
proposal for the reduction of contract rates to a party of miners caused a 
stoppage of work for ten weeks. The Company agreed to provide work 
elsewhere for the party concerned in the dispute, but refused to pay the 
rate previously paid. 


In October, a serious dislocation of interstate shipping arose out of 
a dispute concerning the dismissal of a relief fireman on S.S. Canberra. 
Vessels were held up in Sydney and Newcastle, and the trouble extended to 
Melbourne, Adelaide and Fremantle where other vessels were laid up. The 
strike lasted for approximately three weeks—a settlement being effected 
at a compulsory conference under the Commonwealth Arbitration and 
Conciliation Act presided over by the Chief Judge. 
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Vietora.—Two disputes involving employees in the meat industry 
occurred in this State during the year—the first occurred about the end 
of April owing to a refusal of slaughtermen at about 70 establishments to 
accept a reduction in wages as provided by a determination of the Wages 
Board. Early in May, the Assistant Minister for Labour proposed terms 
of settlement. These were not accepted by the employees, but after further 
negotiations the original terms were accepted, i.e., the rates under the 
determination were to apply, but the quarterly reduction of 2s. owing to the 
fall in the cost of living figures was not to operate from the Ist May, and 
was to be restored to those automatically reduced under the Commonwealth 
Arbitration Court Award. 


The other dispute occurred in October, concerning a “ go slow” policy 
as &@ protest against the existing rates of wages provided in an agreement. 
A rank and file committee took control of the dispute. At a conference, 
the meat exporters suggested terms of settlement, a compromise being 
effected, the existing agreement being extended to the end of 1932. 


Queensland.——A serious dispute occurred in November, involving railway 
employees at Townsville owing to the dismissal of certain shunters who 
refused to handle a truck of ore from one of the mines, the ore having been 
declared ‘* black ’’—1,600 men ceased work as a protest against the dismissals. 
The Government passed the Railway Strike and Public Preservation Act, 
dismissing all strikers. The dispute. after six days, was declared “off” 
by the men, re-employment was left to the discretion of the Railways Com- 
missioner. 


A dispute involving employees in the principal meat works in the State 
oceurred in July. After stop-work meetings held on the 8th July, as a 
protest against a reduction in wages by the State Industrial Court affecting 
employees in the export section of the industry, work ceased at a number 
of establishments, and was not resumed for about a week. At an informal 
conference of employers and employees held at the invitation of the Premier 
a proposal for re-opening the works to treat stock on hand was made. It 
was agreed that the proposal should be considered at a mass meeting of 
the employees, who decided to resume work. 


A dispute as to the tonnage rates for machine-mined coal occurred at 
the State Coal Mine, Collinsville, in September—the dispute did not terminate 
for about three weeks—the men ultimately accepting the Mines Department’s 
rates and conditions. 


Western Australia—A stoppage of work occurred among employees in 
the Fremantle Wool stores in November, consequent on a reduction of 
wages under an order by the State Arbitration Court under the provisions 
of the Financial Emergency Act in addition to the basic wage reduction. 
Stop-work meetings were held, the matter eventually being left to the Disputes 
Committee for negotiation with the Employers’ Federation. Numerous 
conferences called by the President of the Arbitration Court followed without 
suceess, and the Secretary and members of the union were prosecuted before 
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the Police Court with having taken part in a strike and were convicted and 
fined. The men resumed under terms suggested by the President of the 
Arbitration Court as follows :— 


“That, pending the Arbitration Court’s decision, the employers 
pay the difference between the rates specified in the Industrial agree- 
ment as varied by the Court’s orders under the Financial Emergency 
Act and the rates now payable under the said egreement as modified 
by the current basic wage declaration, provided—(a) the men return 
to work forthwith ; (b) that the union immediately lodges appeals 
against the said orders, and undertakes to abide by the Court’s decision 
thereon, without any further cessation of work; (c) the Court to 
proceed to hear the said appeals immediately.” 


On the 24th December, the President of the State Arbitration Court 
cancelled the orders previously made in favour of the wool firms. 


A reduction of 8s. per week in the State basic wage which the Kurrawang 
Woodline Company proposed to introduce in July caused a stoppage of work 
involving wood cutters supplying the Company. The matter was referred 
to the State Arbitration Court, resulting in the piece workers losing their 
annual holiday pay per fortnight, but not suffering any reduction in pay 
for day work. The hours of work were increased from 44 to 48 per week. 


In September, owing to the “ seniority ’’ question, employees of the same 
Company refused to work, alleging victimization of old employees in the 
previous dispute. The Company stated that the men were dismissed as 
they finished cutting their block, as had been the practice. After meeting 
the union, the Company decided to recognize right of service, and, so far as 
possible, to re-engage the dismissed men. 


Tasmania.—The only serious dispute in this State occurred in April at 
the Seymour Colliery, over the question of regular payment of wages and 
arrears. ter many conferences, most of the amount due was paid, but, 
owing to shortage of orders, the mine closed down permanently. 


4. Industrial Disputes, 1927 to 1931.—(i) Australia.—The following 
table shows in industrial groups the number of industria] disputes, the 
number of workpeople involved, the losses in working days and wages for 
each of the years 1927 to 1931, and the aggregate for the whole period :— 


Tadastrial Dispates—Australia. 


) 
Mining. (Group VIII.) | 


Transport, | Miscsl- 














facturing, Building. | CC—C—CS}:s«éSLand and’ | lameous. | | ALL 

Year. (Groups I (Group | Sea.(Groups|(Groups XTi; GRouPS. 

to VI.) Vil.) | Coal- | Other | 1X.to XI.) XIV.) | 

Mining. | Mining. | | 

NUMBER. 

| by Ee | iF ' . [ " f | 
1927 oat 60 19 | 271 14 41 306 | 441 
1928 So 28 6 Ig0 4 42 17 287 
1929 | 29 | 8 | 193 il 9 9 259 
1930 35 a7 H 126 | 4 5 21 183 
1931 | 15 4 | 79 | 8 10 18 134 

bee w asa Gee rues 
1927-31 .. | 159 | 290 | 859 | 41 107 101 1,304 

{ ! i 
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Industrial Disputes.—Ausiralia —continued. 
| 








Mining. Group VIII.) | | 
Transport, Miscel- 


| Manu- 











. Building. 
Year. ae (Grorip f ae and | laneous. ALL 
to WE) ge Coal- | Other [1x to XE) wee cas eer 


| Mining. | Mining. 


| | | 





WorEPEOPLE INVOLVED. 


SS SSS en re ee ee ee ee eee 





| 
1927 Ee 11,368 | 9,690 | 130,911 1,855 42,487 6 | 7 

| ? 2 ? as 4544 | 200,757 
1928 3,304 | 290 72,267 | 237 17,992 , 2,332 | 96,422 
1929 i 25,364 | 732 68,751 | 8,015 1,286 456 | 104,604 
1930 oe 6,034 | of 40,336 | 851 2,610 4,391 | 54,222 
1931 2 5,005 | TSO) |) (23,355 | 2,015 | 2,515 4,622 | 37,667 
1927-31 .. 51,075 | 10,871 | 335,616 12,973 66,890 | 1,6247 | 493,672 

i | | | 








Workme Days Lost. 





1927 ae 168,432 | 342,649 | 848,823 19,956 | 304,586 | 20,135 | 1,713,581 
1928 . 71,803 3.419 | 315,121 1,124 | 367,271 , 18,540| 777,278 
1929 -+ 11,896,091 4,456 |2,496,028 31,748 | 30,237 | 2,918 | 4,461,478 
1930 “+. 77,232 -- _ |1,328,142 3,798 46,427 | 55,642 | 1,511,241 
1931 3. 29,032 1,006 | 124,089 | 36,012 19,861 35,991 245,991 





1927-31 .. 2,242,590 351,530 [5,112,203 92,638 768,382 | 142,226 | 8,709,569 
} | 





EstmaTep Loss 1x WaGEs. 





H £ | £ | £ £ £ £ = 
1927 -- | 138,418 | 293,792 | 995,891 13,689 © 210,214 24,692 | 1,676,696 
1928 Le 61,160 | 3,225 | 377,586 1,069 | 317,337 14,982 7751359 
1929 .. 1,680,629 | 5,060 [2,810,623 36,468 33,971 | 2,554 | 4:569,305 


| 
1930 a 73,126 | obs 1,398,706 5,111 48,304 67,005 | 1,592,342 
1931 4 28,694 QOI | 126,535 29,249 | 13,553 | 28,799 | 227,731 





1927-31 .. 1,982,027 302,978 (5,709,341 85,586 | 623,379 | 138,122 | 8,841,433 


Satisfactory comparisons of the frequency of industrial disputes in classi- 
fied industries can be made only after omitting those which are recorded for 
coal-mining (Group VIII.). During the year 1931 these disputes represented 
59 per cent. of the total for the year, as compared with 69 per cent. in 1930. 


During the past five years, working days lost through dislocations of work, 
involving workpeople engaged in coal-mining numbered 5,112,203 repre- 
senting 59 per cent. of the total loss of working days for the period. The 
majority of these disputes involved employees in the coal-mining districts 
of New South Wales. In making any comparison as to the number aud 
magnitude of disputes in this particular class, it should be noted that the 
number of workers engaged in the coal-mining industry is very much larger 
in New South Wales than in any of the other States. A serious dispute, 
involving timber workers in the States of New South Wales and Victoria, 
was responsible for the higher figures relating to working days and wages 
lost in the Manufacturing Group during the year 1929. 
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(1) States.—The number of industrial disputes in each State during the 
years 1927 to 1931, together with the workpeople involved, the working days 
lost, and the estimated loss in wages are given hereunder. 


Industrial Disputes—States. 





| Workpeople Involved. 






















































































¥ Establish-|_ === C*s« Working | Estimated 
State or Territory. Year. | Number.| ments Days Loss in 
{nvolved. In- Lost. Wages. 
Directly. directly. Total, ks 
£ 
1927 339 470 |108,116 | 40,425 | 148,541 |1,133,963 |1,230,060 
1928 230 313 70,303 | 10,119 | 80,422 | 480,394 | 521,768 
New South Wales .. 1929 231 513 75,197 4,152 | 79,349 |3,146,038 |3,421,412 
1930 156 384 46,418 2,151 | 48,569 |1,443,366 [1,516,296 
1931 87 131 21,002 1,801 | 22,803 | 136,037 | 133,068 
1927 24 36 8,937 284 9,221 54,367 44,470 
: 1928 21 51 4,309 1,567 5,876 | 110,659 96,454 
Victoria ro 1929 1 320 8,893 12,719 | 21,612 |1,296,676 |1,130,565 
1930 5 5 385 23 408 7,744 7,228 
1931 | 10 92 4,022 621 4,043 27,862 24,884 
1927 30 | 376 | 29,594 640 | 30,234 | 428,135 | 325,884 
1928 12 329 2,958 670 3.628 70,764 62,008 
Queensland. . 1929 | A 23 1,691 8 1,699 3,443 3,379 
1930 10 31 1,561 70 1,631 9,881 11,059 
1931 rsa | 358 5,079 642 5,721 51,096 47,415 
| | 1927 at 24 6,517 1,359 7,876 51,284 40,266 
1928 8 40 2,257 1,211 3,468 54,835 45,999 
South Australta 1929 | Pie || 21 532 40 572 9,040 7,910 
1930 oh 246 2,870 6 2,876 22,778 22,987 
1931 5 5 160 6 166 655 582 
1927 20 25 35345 47 3,392 23,819 19,944 
; 1928 II 62 2,106 422 2,528 54,896 43,472 
Western Australia 1929 4 a 827 50 877 2,672 2,771 
1930 | 2 | 26 468 os 468 27,072 34,378 
1931 | 13 | 26 3,878 50 3,928 24,022 15,829 
2 | — |_| ee fee a 
(| 1927 6 6 354 421 775 14,950 9,182 
; 1928 4 | 8 371 84 455 5,595 5,508 
Tasmania .. er 1929 6 | 40 | 333 142 475 3,409 3,063 
1930 3 3 270 . 270 400 394 
1931 2 2 155 6 161 5,409 5,278 
1908 | 2 2 338 On 338 5,163 45753 
192 I I 45 i 45 135 150 
Northern Territory 1929 ae Ae “A = 83 Se 
[ 1930 no } ae an AG rs Ab Se 
4 1931 2 2 245 a 245 g10 675 
1927 Cal 5 380 Ba 380 1,900 2,137 
. 1928 ore | hs A ote i ni a 
Fed. Cap. Territory 1929 it I 20 a | 20 200 200 
| 1930 
1931 
1927 441 944 |157,581 | 43,176 | 200,757 |1,713,58 |1,676,696 
1928 287 Bo4 82,349 | 14,073 | 96,422 | 777,278 | 775,359 
Australia .. ok 1929 259 926 87,493 17,III | 104,604 |4,461,478 |4,569,305 
1930 183 695 51,972 2,250 | 54,222 |I,51I,241 |1,592,342 
1931 |(@) 134 616 34,541 3,126 | 37,667 | 245,991 | 227,731 

















(a) See footnote page 80. 


5. Duration of Disputes.—(i) General.—The duration of each industrial 
dispute involving a loss of work, i.e., the period which expires between the 
cessation and resumption of work, is for statistical purposes computed in 
working days, exclusive of Sundays and holidays, except in those cases where 
the establishment involved carries on a continuous process (e.g., Metal 
Smelting and Cement Manufacture). The following limitations of time 
have been adopted :—(a) One day or less; (6) two days and more than 
one day; (c) three days and more than two days; (d) over three days and 
under six days (the latter considered as constituting one week) ; (e) one week 
and under two weeks ; (f) two weeks and under four weeks ; (g) four weeks 
and under eight weeks ; and (A) eight weeks and over. 
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5 Industrial Disputes - Working Days Los! 
in 


Various Industrial Groups 


(URN) a a 


ae A Cy Manvfacturing and ace: 
beg Mining 


G Transport 
TT] Others 
LY 































15 
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iY na Z i i fel UL Ail i U/, an Z tf Hin 4 A 
1913 1314 1915 $915 1917 1978 1919 1920 1921 1922 7923 1924 1925 1926 4999 1930 193 


EXPLANATION.—The scale refers to working days lost in hundred thousands. Thus, taking the 
year 1917, and coraparing the shaded and blank sections with the scale. it will be observed that about 
870,000 working days were lost in Manufacturing and Building, over 1,300,000 in Mining, over 2,300,000 
in Transport, and about 150,000 in other industries. 
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(ii) Australia—z927 to 1931.—Particulars of industrial disputes, according 
to limits of duration, for Australia for the years 1927 to Ig3I are given in 
the table appended :— 


Duration of Industrial Disputes—Australia. 








Workpeople Involved. 


Working | Estimated 
Days Loss in 
| Lost. Wages. 





Limits of Duration. Year, | Num- 
ber. 


Directly. directly Total, 



































Spohn ERS BERS ee sal EN es eee. le 3 leer eas 
& 
1927 | 162 48,827 5,826 54,653 54,613 64,895 
1928 | 119] 41,892 3,511 45,403 44,781 52,576 
z day and less 1929 127 41,299 828 42,127 47,869 55,514 
1930 8x 21,031 335 21,366 20,907 22,9075 
1931 45 12,776 1,234 14,010 13,810 14,791 
1927 54 14,820 1,060 | 15,880 30,153 33,859 
1928 29 11,038 458 11,496 22,992 27,050 
2 days and more than: day .. 1929 31 7,942 528 8,470 15,697 16,631 
1930 27 5,315 298 5,613 11,055 12,422 
1931 16 3,940 102 4,042 8,054 7,363 
{| 1927 42 12,718 2,236 14,954 41,903 44,822 
1928 22 4,412 28 4,440 13,225 15,365 
3 days and more than 2 days .. 1929 21 5,217 300 5,517 16,327 18,865 
1930 4 25454 18 2,472 7,398 7,760 
193 13 4,122 7 4,129 12,373 7,295 
sone - 10,370 1,175 ep $2,708 $2)751 
192 I 2,490 235 2,725 11,372 12,75 
peed Coden lees than 241 929 | 31] 7,721 799 | 8520 | 34,049 | 38,049 
t. : 1930 15 3,233 105 31338 14,193 16,774 
1931 18 4,615 233 4,848 22,786 22,173 
[| 1927 60 | 54,722 3,676 | 58,398 | 444,500 | 380,956 
1928 33 4,391 657 5,548 50,642 52,982 
1 week and less than 2 weeks .. 1929 23 5,540 201 5,741 47,784 51,893 
1930 20 2,897 492 3,389 25,018 25,245 
U} 1931 19 4,552 683 55235 40,782 375469 
{| 1927 49 6,162 17,209 23,371 305,469 304,653 
1928 33 6,659 1,777 8,436 132,366 150,634 
2 weeks and less than 4 weeks |. 1929 ir 1,506 239 1,745 27,752 28,454 
| 1930 12 2,895 419 3,314 475444 53,860 
193 Ir 2,997 509 3,506 48,940 42,522 
“| 1929 25 9,018 11,870 20,3838 658,908 664,597 
1928 19 9,300 3,427 12,727 3225445 290,830 
4 Weeks and less than 8 weeks |. 1929 5 154 37 I9L 5,262 5,812 
1930 6 2,608 360 3,028 73:514 79,453 
1931 8 907 233 1,140 38,323 34,840 
{| 1927 8 | 944 124 1,068 125,327 125,163 
1928 14 1,667 3,980 5,647 179,455 173,160 
3 weeks and over... o | 1929 ro} 8,114 14,179 32,293 | 4,266,738 | 4,353,187 
1930 8 11,479 223 11,702 | 1,311,712 | 1,382,853 
1931 4 632 125 757 60,923 61,278 
1927 | 441 | 157,581 43,176 | 200,757 | 1,713,581 | 1,676,696 
1928 | 287 | 82,349 14,073 | 96,422 | 777,278 | 775,359 
Total ce Se 1929 | 259 87,403 T7,III | 104,604 | 4,461,478 | 4,569,305 
1930 | 183 51,972 2,250 54,222 | 1,511,241 | 1,592,342 
1931 134 | 34,541 3,126 37,667 245,992 227,731 








6. Causes of Industrial Disputes.—(i) Generai.—The reasons alleged by 
employers and employees for a stoppage of work do not in every instance 
ugree in detail. In such instances additional information is sought to verify 
or support the contention of either side. On occasions, the alleged reason is 
of a twofold character, and, where this is the case, the claim which is fully or 
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partially satisfied and results in a resumption of work is taken to be the 
principal cause of the dispute. For the purpose of classification these causes 
(or objects) of industrial disputes are grouped under seven main headings, 
viz. :—(z) Wages; (2) hours of labour; (3) trade unionism; (4) employ- 
ment of particular classes or persons ; (5) working conditions ; (6) sympathy ; 
and (7) other causes.* The first five groups are subdivided to meet the 
varying phases of the causes of disputes under each of the main headings. 


(ii) Causes in Australia, 1913 to 1931.—The following table gives 
particulars of industrial disputes classified according to causes for Australia 
for the years specified. 


Causes of Industrial Disputes.—Australia. 




















Causes of Disputes. 1913. 1925. 1926. 1927. 1928. 1929. 1930. 1931. 
NUMBER. 
= $e e ae ee aS 
1. Wages— | 
% For increase 42 33 23 2 8 8 e 
b) Against decrease .. 4 5 5 4 3 6 9 17 
(c) Other wage questions 31 99 67 66 39 45 44 16 
2. Hours of Labour— 
(a) For reduction 5 3 4 13 14 2 6 4 2 
(b) Other disputes re 
hours .. Sd 7 6 2 4 2 2 
3. Trade Unionism— 
(a) Against employment 
of non-unionists. . 8 8 5 12 6 3 - 1 
{b) Other union questions 5 27 22 24 ir 12 20 4 
4. Employment of particuiar 
classes or persons i 44 118 108 152 105 87 48 50 
5. Working conditions 51 106 46 72 48 31 27 22 
6. Sympathetic 5 16 8 5 9 6 ir 5 
y. Other causes 8 77 61 64 54 53 20 13 
Total 208 499 360 441 287 259 183 134 
EEE nn arc neneec nae a a aE 
WORKPEOPLE INVOLVED. 
1. Wages— 
a) For increase me 8,633 23,443 17,046 75316 2,775 1,414 oy 2,053 
b) Against decrease .. 563 1,123 z,275) 300] 1,317 10,532| 12,824 7,108 


(c) Other wage questions 7,160] 31,387) 18,883} 20,297) 17,057 8,742] 12,686 3,999 
2. Hours of Labour— 


(a) For reduction us 460 462 9,730 7,813 61 21,646] 4,334 192 
(b) Other disputes re 
hours i on 1,819 2,668 290 288} 1,005 2,067 


3. Trade Unionism— 
(a) Against employment 
of non-unionists. . 5,370 1,592 125 45432 193 103 ne 9 
(b) Other union questions 1,418] 10,957 3:790| 25,848] 2,311 4,367} 4,160] 2,240 














4. Employment of particular 
classes or persons 3 11,370 36,075 25,165 55,174| 35,379 22,933 7,751) 12,023 
5. Working conditions aa 10,785} 35,034| 12,889] 29,766] 14,169 4,072| 4,276] 6,659 
6. Sympathetic =. . Rd 947 5,328 35499 1,484] 6,123) 11,604] 4,010} 1,053 
7. Other causes .. 4 1,758| 28,677] 20,342} 48,039] 16,032) 16,524) 4,181] 2,331 
Total “4 a 50,283) 176,746] 113,034] 200,757) 96,422| 104,604) 54,222| 37,667 








* The heading, ‘‘ Other causes” has been adopted to meet various sets of circumstances which 
mainly arise in connexion with stoppages which are not concerted movements, and include among 
others the following :—(a) During the course of a meeting of miners, the wheelers return their horses 
to the stables and leave the colliery; (b) disputes (not necessarily connected with industrial matters 
which the employer can control) arise between wheelers and clippers, or any two sets of workers, and 
sufficient workmen are not available to work the mine to its full capacity. 
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Causes of Industrial Disputes.—Australia—continued. 


Causes of Disputes. 1913. 1925. 1926, 1927. 1928. 1929. 1930. 1931. 


WorEING Days Lost. 


1. Wages— 
(a) For increase «+ | 100,069] 209,356] 580,183} 150,691 6,548 75433 at 15,425 
84 Against decrease .. 9,438] 24,352 2,573 2,578| —3,824|2,332,157|1,227,808| 111,258 
c) Other wage questions} 78,183] 154,169} 82,898] 83,831! 80,755} 47,261] 113,102| 43,746 
2. Hours of Labour— 
(a) For reduction je 2,774| 12,816) 280,152] 305,782 725\1,887,196| 63,583 152 
(6) Other disputes re 


hours 
3. Trade Unionism— 
(a) Against employment 
of non-unionists 91,002 14,784 1,623} 82,156] 2,137 424 a4 99 
(0) Other union questions} 32,388] 105,195} 15,607| 204,802| 8,900] 49,924| 50,225] 11,752 


15,111] 16,173 290) 4,487] 2,667 3,183 





4. Employment of particular 
classes or persons .. | 191,723) 214,738] 114,917] 310,425] 423,555] 78,492| 24,683] 38,567 
5. Working conditions -» | 73,562] 150,325} 123,390] 303,788] 98,852 8,545 8,551] 17,106 
6. Sympathetic .. -» | 24,066] 41,046] 38,381 3,573] 106,358| 23,482] 17,648) 4,070 
7. Other causes .. ie 5,:212| 185,616] 70,247| 261,468] 42,957] 23,381 5,641] 3,816 
Total .. «+ | 623,528) 1,128,570|1,310,261| 1,713,581] 777,278|/4,46%,478/1,511,241| 245,991 








The main causes of industrial disputes are “‘ wage ” questions, ‘‘ working 
conditions,” and ‘‘ employment of particular classes or persons.”’ 


The number of disputes concerning “‘ wages ” in 1931 was 37, representing 
28 per cent. of the total disputes. Under the heading “‘ Employment of 
particular classes or persons’’ are stoppages of work for the purpose of 
protesting against the dismissal of fellow workpeople who were considered 
to have been unfairly treated or victimized. This class of dispute occurs 
frequently in the coal-mining industry. Disputes over “‘ Employment.” 
questions in 1931 numbered 50, or 37 per cent. of the total, and over “ Working 
Conditions” 22, or 16 per cent. Disputes classified under these three 
headings numbered 109, or 81 per cent. of the total dislocations during the 
year. 


7. Results of Industrial Disputes.—(i) General—The terms or condi- 
tions under which a resumption of work is agreed upon are taken as the basis 


of the result of the dispute. They come within one or other of the following 
four classes, viz. :— 


(a) In favour of workpeople ; (6) In favour of employer ; (c) Com- 
promise ; (d) Indefinite. 


Disputes are considered to result :—(a) In favour of workpeople, when 
the employees succeed in enforcing compliance with all their demands, or are 
substantially successful in attaining their principal object, or in resisting a 
demand made by their employers; (6) In favour of employer, when the 
demands of the employees are not conceded, or when the employer or em- 
ployers are substantially successful in enforcing a demand ; (¢) Compromise, 
when the employees are successful in enforcing compliance with a part of 
their demands or in resisting substantially full compliance with the demands 
of their employer or employers ; (d) Indefinite, when, for example, employees 
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stop work owing to some misconception regarding the terms of an award, 
determination, or agreement, and work is resumed as usual on the matters 
in dispute being explained ; or in cases where a dispute arises in connexion 
with certain work which is, however, abandoned, even though the employees 
return to the same establishment to be employed on other work. The results 
of “ Sympathetic ”’ disputes, in which a body of workers cease work with the 
object of assisting another body of workers in obtaining compliance with 
some demand, are generally “ Indefinite ’ except when the stoppage is entered 
eee ey to enforce a demand in which these workers might ultimately 
enefit. 


_ (1) Results in each State, 1931.—The following table shows the industrial 
disputes during 1931, classified according to results. 


Indusiral Disputes—States, Results, 1931(a). 
























































| f 
| Number. | Workpeople Involved. | Working Days Lost. 
| | 
| | | et ) + 
State : - L . | ain | rll | b 
Peiiierrttory... Meee sire | eso ts of io foe sit le) | ee 
Bee Steel S| eslatt Pees ayy Seen Bag liane 
o ml oO = o Dy cS | =) Po) 35 5 R= 
Saleol «& e Sa os ee ee Sa os g c 
4 =| a)] a a4 | Ses = a a4 >= a S 
S| SS a Se | Se | = 3 Si sO S o 
Su thaeeeiculiktS. lore | Bool svar ml tas diese B 3 
Seiaaj ole | sel ga 5 s Se} ge 5 
| 
New South Wales | 16| 55} 16] .. | 3,795) 15,594] 3,414] 21,987, 78,428) 35,622 
Victoria en iin oa “Al eile | 92! 3,301] 1,250) 552] 17,560) 9,750 
Queensland... 3 8 Bleeoe|) SO8\, marae 285 2,877) 38,879] 2,608 
South Australia Ee 4 lees a3 149 17 an 213 442 
Western Australia| 4 6; 2 1,151 2,397) 320 15,576 6,926 680 
Tasmania 14 | ches || tore 41 o0 120 5,289 = 120 
N. Territory 2) au n = bes 245] . ae gto ; 
F.C. Territory .. : we , ess 
A ee ee es = | ee peas ing 
Total, Aust. a6 27| Bo] 25 5,917| 26,182] 5,406 | 47,191] 142,006} 49,222 
! | | 








(a) The following are the particulars of disputes which were incomplete at the 31st December, 
1931, Which should be added to the above figures to effect a balance with those published in the preceding 
tables :— 


























| | 
| , | P 
= | stabs. | Working 5; 

State. syumper: | Involved. | Workpeople. Days Lost. Wages 

Queensland. . Be Oe a | a il 102 6,732 5,969 

Western Australia .. ; I Big Yl 60 840 756 

Total 4 2 2 7 | 162 7,572 6,725 
ee ee 


(b) See note to table on page 89. 


(iii) Australia, 1931.—The following table shows the number of disputes, 
number of workpeople involved, and the total number of working days lost, 
in disputes in Australia during the year 1931, classified according to cause 


and result of dispute. 
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Industrial Disputes—Causes and Results, Australia, 1981. 
Number. Workpeople Involved. Working Days Lost. 
Classified worl: é a pe Be <3 é 
according to oelfous Ste aor t S28 on 3 . 
Causes and yS|55 =| 9 Ea eye =| s 5S 55 | 3g 
Results. 5 Sm] 6 | 3 52| Se 6 = Se o> ° a 
ea eSl ala Ea Eee) & a ee = a S 
Seieeg/8|Ss/ S81 ¢)] 8 | Ss] #8 H | 3 
AB amy) Sp Se | ga 3 8 Sse Sa ‘s) & 
Wages— 
(a) For increase z 2 1 376 477| 1,200 376 5,449| 9,600 
(0) Against de- | 
crease at 5) 10 1,622 5,324 25,118} 78,568 
(c) Other Wage 
questions. . 2| xo] 4 g1| 3,295 613 7,039| 11,065] 25,642 
Hours of Labour— 
(a) For reduction I I 28 164 70 82 
(0) Other dis- 
putes re hours 
Trade Unionism— 
(a) Against em- 
ployment of 
non-unionists I 9 99 
(6) Other union 
questions .. 2 2 534} 1,706 1,336] 10,416 
Employment of 
particular Class- 
@s or Persons. . m4) 23] 13 3,140! 6,499] 2,384 11,613 18,114 8,840 
Working condi- 
tlons ne 18 4 se 5,932 727 13,366] 3,740 
Sympathetic 4 I : 803 250 oe 2,820| 1,250 
Other Causes 2| 10 I 145| 2,118 Gite 1,610 2,138 68 
Totalad 27| 80] 25 5,917| 26,182] 5,406 47,191| 142,006] 49,222 








(a) See note to table on page 8o. 


(5) See note (a) to table en pnge 99. 


(iv) Australia, 1927 to 1931.—The following table shows the number of 
disputes, number of workpeople involved, and the number of working days 
lost in disputes in Australia during the five years 1927-1031, classified accord- 
ing to results :— 


Industrial Disputes—Results, Australia. 





Working Days Lost. 








Number. Workpeople Involved. 
ey gh |e © “oo b=) o “oO ~ 
Como o) og P om Cite EA ok Our 
Year. Bou) dis] of B 6 a a 
ag)26/6 || 22| 28 | 2 | § | 22) 38 
Seale SENSE PAS | eee aa ae 
S525) 8 | S| 35] 48 EI 8 8% 5 
SE)Ga|\o/ 8] 8F)] &a is) pe as fa 
1927.. 88] 307} 35 5] 28,005] 152,429] 18,571 995] 207,009 |1,198,163 
1928.. 39] 228) 14] 1) 7,362) 85,306] 2,814) 173, 55,757 | 674,076 
1929.. 70) 135| 44] 5] 21,200] 69,859} 7,150) 15,304) 38,943 |4,315,760 
1930.. 36] 117] 24] 1) 4,133] 45,204] 3,343] 520] 13,497 |1,358,044 
1931 (a) 27) 80} 25 5,917] 26,182] 5,406 3 47,191 142,006 








(a) See note on page 89. 


(5) See note to first table on page 99. 


Compromise. 
Indefinite. 





294,102] 10,285 

16,309 178 
43,174| 26,302 
25,177| 13,000 
49,222 


The figures for the year 1929 in the table above and in the following 
table include the number of workpeople involved and the working days 
lost in 1929 in the dispute on the Northern Coalfield of New South Wales 


which commenced in March, 1929, and terminated in June, 1930. 
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_ Disputes resulting in favour of workpeople exceeded those resulting 
in favour of employers in the earlier years, but latterly the position has been 
teversed. The percentage in favour of employers in 1931 was 61. Many 
of the disputes in the coal-mining industry are of short duration, and the 
records show that the workpeople resumed work on antecedent conditions 
without apparently gaining any concessions. These disputes have been 
classified as terminating in favour of the employer. A number of disputes 
in each year resulted in a compromise, while in certain cases the heading 
Indefinite ’’ had to be adopted. 


8. Methods of Setilement.—{i) General—Methods of settlement have 
been classified under the following six headings :— 


(i) By negotiation. 
(ii) Under State Industrial Act. 
(iii) Under Commonwealth Arbitration Act. 
(iv) By filling places of workpeople on strike or locked out. 
(v) By closing down establishments permanently. 
(vi) By other methods. 


Hach of the first five methods indicates some definite action. The sixth, 
“‘ Other Methods,” is more or less indefinite, and is connected with “ Other 
Causes’ and mainly relates to resumptions of work at collieries at the next 
shift, the cause of the stoppages not being in all cases made known officially 
to the management. 


(ii) Australia, 1913 and 1925 to 1931 (a)—Information for Australia for 
the years specified is given hereunder :— 


Methods of Settlement of Industrial Disputes—Australia. 


Methods of Settlement. IgI3. 1925. 1926. 1927. 1928. 1929. 1930. |193r.(b). 


NUMBER OF DISPUTES. 





Negotiation— 

Direct between employers 
and employees or their 
representatives 5 

By intervention or assist- 
ance of distinctive third 
party—not under Com- 
monwealth or State In- 


138 130 134 88 
dustrial Act .. 7 17 24 16 18 8 8 3 3 


119 209 166 229 


By intervention,assistance 


Under State Industrial Act— 
or compuisory conference 19 12 8 13 10 3 6 1r 

By reference to Board or 
Court ae an 22 2 10 19 8 I 2 x 

Under Commonweaith Con- 

suBilon and Arbitration 

ct— 

By intervention, assistance 
or compulsory conference 4 13 13 19 6 6 4 

By Filling Places of Work- 

people on Strike or 
Locked out .. eae 13 4 8 5 10 7 9 2 

By Closing down Establish- 
ment permanently .- I I ae 10 3 3 I 2 
By other mathods Ae 13 226 135 122 99 96 23 21 
Total | 208 | 491 356 435 282 254 178 |(b) 132 


(a) See note page 89. (b) See note page 99. 
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INDUSTRIAL DISPUTES. 





Methods of Setilemen 


Methods of Settlement. 


i 


| 


I9g13.- 


! i 
1925. H 1926. | 
| 


| 
i927. | 
I 


t of Industrial Disputes—Australia—continued. 





| | 


1928. | 1929. | 1930. | 1931. 








WORKPEOPLE INVOLVED. 





Negotiation— 

Direct between employers 
and employees or their 
representatives eee 

By intervention or assist- 
ance of distinctive third 
party—not under Com- 
monwealth or State In- 
dustrial Act .. So 

Under State Industrial Act— 

By intervention, assistance 
or compulsory conference 

By reference to Board or 
Court oc + | 

Under Commonwealth Con- | 


clilation and Arbitration 


Act— | 

By intervention. assistance | 

or compulsory conference) 

By Filling Places of Work- | 

peoole on Strike or | 
Locked out .. pe 

By Closing down Establish- | 

ment permanently =. - | 

By other methons toa 


Total 





23,357 


3,172! 
| 
6,505) 


| 
i 





175,314| 132, 


| 
| 


75,961 
| 


i 
| 
| 

44,095| 

12,767) 


i 
| 


1,781 





3,251) 33,517 


| 


160} 533! 


1,104 
56,860 


28! 
81,158| 


fein 4 


ss303 40,804| 22,292 


19,161 196 1,885 


3476 
ve 


487) 
56 


1 | 


| 


3,871 


1,497 5Tr 1,083 


{ 


\ 
11,047 5,431 2,040! 222 


266 
38,916 


144 


! 40 52 
45,350| 5,560] 8,058 
| 








200,000 








| 
| 





95,660} 103,513} 53,200) 37,505 
1 





Workin@ Days Lost. 





Negotiaticn— 

Direct between employers 
and employees or their 
Tepresentatives ro 

By intervention or assist- 
ance of distinctive third 
party—not under Com- 
monwealth or State In- 
dustrial Act .. eR 

Under State Industrial Act— 

By intervention, assistance 
or compulsory conference 

By reference to Board or 
Court He oT 

Under Commonwealth Con- 


siliation and Arbitration | 


Act— 
By intervention, assistance 

or compulsory conference 

By Filling Placas of Work- 
Psoris en Strike or 
Locked out .. i 

By Closng down Establish- 
ment permanently 

By other methods 


Total 


| 94,490 








26,335 


187,871 


221,769| 
| 
| 





| 


' 
14,139] 


20,400| 
56,509 


ie Cine | een 
ee 


470,110, 417.158] 700,968} 


549,427 





320,046 100,148 





| 
17,650 11281 80,815 


4,338} 60,236 


| 
| 


72) 


| 


| 


| 





8744) 
| 


67,2 134,841 saan 


1,163 2,865 9,706 





1,932 on 30,289 
180,665} 118,580} 422,094 





{ 
{ 
| 
| 


273,254|2,417,171|1,289,487| to9,601 


| 
36,937] 1,279,258 2,893} 2,625 





38,878 54 56,648] 25,257 


29,533 1,272 252 


| | 
3,962! 1,882| 30,327 
H 


266,369 610,686 34,612! 27,042 


5,355 
37,970 


80 
24,726 


9,861 
100,004 


750 
96,637 





623,528 





1,063,176) 1,242,896/1,709,559 
i 














746,320] 4,424,179|1,409,718| 238,419 





In each of the years included above, with the exception of the year 1925, 
direct negotiation between employers and employees setiled the majority 
of the disputes. During the year 1913, 57 per cent. of the total number of 
dislocations were settled in this manner, and the percentages in subsequent 
years varied between 53 in 1923, and 7I in 1915, the proportion in 1931 
amounting to 67 per cent. In connexion with the comparatively large 
numbers of disputes classified as settled “‘ By other methods,”’ a large number 
of stoppages of work occur each year, principally at the collieries, without 
any cause being brought officially under the notice of the employers or 
their representatives. Such stoppages usually last for one day, and work 
is resumed on the following morning without negotiation. 
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g. Interstate Disputes.—Disputes which extend beyond the limits of 
# single State, while necessarily extensive, are comparatively few in number. 


These disputes rarely start on an interstate basis, but develop into such 
through the interdependence of trade union organizations and the submission 
to the principle that the objectives of one section of unionists must not be 
prejudiced by another section. 


During the year 1931, one dispute of an interstate character occurred, 
involving seamen and others on vessels engaged in the interstate shipping 
trade. The dispute arose over the dismissal of a relief fireman, and vessels 
were held up in Sydney, Melbourne, Adelaide and other ports, the dislocation 
lasting for about three weeks. A settlement was effected at a Compulsory 
Conference held under the provisions of the Commonwealth Conciliation 
- and Arbitration Act. 


_ Particulars of interstate disputes during past years have been published 
in Labour Report, No. 20, and in previous issues. 


§ 2. Fluctuations in Employment. 


1. General.—The collection by this Bureau of information relating to 
unemployment was initiated in Ig12, when special inquiries were forwarded 
to officials of trade unions throughout Australia for particulars for that year, 
and for information relating to previous years, as far back as I8qI. 


Since that year information concerning the extent of unemployment of 
trade unionists has been collected at quarterly periods, and the results of 
the investigations have been published in the Official Year Book, Quarterly 
Summary of Australian Statistics, and the Labour Reports. The Bureau 
is greatly indebted to the responsible officials of the various unions for the 
kindly readiness with which they supplied available data. 


The particulars in the following tables are based on information furnished 
by the secretaries of trade unions, and the number of members of unions 
regularly reporting has now reached over 430,000. Unemployment 
returns are not collected from unions whose members are in permanent 
employment, such as railway and tramway employees, and public servants, or 
from unions whose members are casually employed (wharf labourers, shearers, 
etc.). Very few unions pay unemployment benefit, but the majority of the 
larger organizations have permanent secretaries and organizers who are 
in close touch with the members and with the state of trade in their 
particular industries. In many cases unemployment registers are kept, and 
employers apply to the union officials when labour is required. Prevision 
is also made in the rules for members out of work to pay reduced subscrip- 
tions. It may, therefore, be claimed that percentage results based on trade 
union information fairly show the general trend of unemployment. 


Seasonal fluctuations in unemployment have been recorded by collecting 
returns quarterly since the Ist January, 1913, the yearly figures quoted 
representing the average of the four quarters. 


2. Unemployment.—(i) States, 1931.—In addition to the qualifications 
referred to above, allowance must be made for the circumstance that the 
industries included in the returns from trade unions are not quite identical 
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in the various States. The results may, however, be taken as representing 
fairly well labour conditions generally. The figures in the following tables 
do not include persons out of work through strikes and lock-outs :— 


Unemployment—States, 1931. 





| 











| Unions Reporting. | Unemployed. 
State | areas MenT scat 
Number. tkconir eet “E pagal ai aces Percentage. 
New South Wales .. ue oy 113 | 186,789 573472 30.8 
Victoria .. he be 81 122,726 3%, 674 25.8 
Queensland 32 Ly aE 46 52,416 8,453 | 36.2 
South Australie .. és 3 58 32,108 | 10,432 | 32.5 
Western Australia .. oe ce 63 | 26,537 | 75249 27/43 
Tasmania .. - oe ee 36 | 9,428 2,586 2586 | 27-4 
ee 
Australia .. = ea | 397 430,004 117,866 | 27-4 





(ii) Australia, 1891 to 1932 (3rd Quarter)—The following table gives 
particulars for Australia for the years 1891 to 1932 (3rd Quarter) in respect 
of :-— 


(a) The number of unions for which returns as to unemployment are 
available, (b) The number of members of such unions, (c) The 
number of members unemployed, and (d) The percentage of 
members unemployed on total number of members. 


Unemployment.—Ausiralia. 


! 
UNEMPLOYED. 














PARTICULARS. | Uaions, | Number of 
Number. | Percentage. 
See —|—___— | a 
\ | 
189i end of year ‘| 25 6,445 | 599 | 9.3 
1890 ,, Fe st | 25 4,227 |} 457 | 10.8 
| 
1901 ,, rr sda 39) | 8,710 574 | 6.6 
1997 ” seo} 5t | 13,179 | 757 5+7 
1908 _,, : ae 68 18,685 | 1,117 6.0 
1909 ,, Es zt Ba} 21,122 1,223 5.8 
igio_,, ry) Te 109g} 32.995 1,857 | 5-6 
TORT ys * wt 160 | 67,961 | 3,172 4-7 
1gI2 ¢ 3 464 224,023 | 12,441 5-6 
1913 (average i for year) . | 462 | 246,068 16,054 6.5 
1914 Bs, # Paul 459 | 268,938 22,344 | 8.3 
1915 a b ay 47° 276,215 25,063 | 9.3 
| | | 
1916, ” .: 473 290,075 16,783 5.8 
1917 “ 5) amt 450 286,811 20,334 7-1 
1918 a 33 % 478 299,793 17,530 5.8 
IgIg a 2 real 464 310,145 20,507 6.6 
1920), = oe 447 341,907 22,105 6.5 
{ | 
IQ2! as ” Saal 449 | 361,744 40,549 11:2 
1922 » > ore | 445 | 380,998 35,238 9-3 
1923 o oS a 430. |} 76,557 | 26,672 7-i 
1924», oe eS 397,613 35,507 8.9 
1925 ” 9 : | 380 391,380 34,620 8.8 
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Unemployment.—Australia—continued. 


























: UNEMPLOYED. 
PARTICULARS. Unions. Number of 
Mem bers. ihe ore. Se a) ae Re 
; gh } Nuraber. | Percentage. 

1926 (average for year) ate 374 i 415,397 | 29,320 Wal 
1927 ” ” = eh 375 { 445,985 31,032 7.0 
1928 ” Sr ee 375--~| 423,422 | 45,009 10,8 
7929 » 9» oe 382 | 424,093 | 471359 1E.3 
7930» ‘ . 395. 438,574 84,707 19.3 
193i ss ” a 397 | 430,004 | 177,866 | Pe frp 

| | | 
1929 4st Quarter a 375 ai 420,750 | 39,159 | 9.3 
2nd nf * 370 | 499,503 | 49,966 10.0 
3rd x5 ae 388} 433,388 | 52,480 RAS 
4th a et 390 432,727 | 56,801 13.1 

{ | | 
1930 tat P| “3 302. | 432,464 | 63,144 | 14.6 
ands, . 394 435,239 80,565 | 18.5 
3ra ” . 396 439,971 92,379 20.5 
4th i, oe 399 | 447,822 | 104,951 | 23.4 

} | i 
1931 Ist 7 Aas 397 440,234 | 103,614 || 25.8 
2nd 5 a 307 429,687 | 118,424 } 27.0 
3rd 5 a 396 | 426,603 | 120,694 | 28.3 
4th rf a 396 423,403 | 118,732 28.0 

| | 
1932 Ist FF 5; F{a)z0 425,004 | 120,366 | 28.3 
2nd s ae 306 | 413,742 124,068 | 30.0 
3rd a ne 395 412,997 | 122,340 | 29. 6 





3. Unemployment by Industries.—(i) Australia, 1931.—The following 
cei shows the percentages unemployed in industrial groups. Industries 
in which employment is stable—such as railways or occupations in which 
employinent is subject to exceptional fluctuations-—-such as wharf labour, 
agricultural, pastoral, ete., are insufliciently represented in the returns, 
owing to the impossibility ‘of securing the necessary information from the 
trade unions. Particulars are not, therefore, shown separately for these 
groups, such returns as are available being included in the last group, ‘‘ Other 
and Miscellaneous.” 


Unemployment in Industrial Groups—Australia, 1931. 


Meee ee ye Biot wh tuntetes 1Vis ee 























Number Reporting. Unemployed. 
Industrial Group. SSA TS SS ee ee Jet Peers 
Unions. “_Untons. | aen Members. Number. | Percentage. 
Manufacturing— 
I. Wood, Furniture, ete. 17 19,461 | 6,477 33-3 
TI. Engineering, Metal Works, ete. 63 78,018 | 22,853 30.1 
III. Food, Drink, Tobacco, etc. .. 51 36,143 7,165 19.9 
TV. Clothing, Hats, Boots, etc. .. 23 35,045 9,224 25.9 
VY. Books, Printing, etc. oe 13 | 19,383 2,758 14.3 
VI. Other ean rverki tn ¢ 5 66 40,235 17,515 Piel 
VII. Building. - 47 | 53,120 | 17,588 | 33.2 
VIli. Mining, Quarrying, eta: ft, 21 27,477 | 9,087 33-1 
X. Land ‘Transport other than { | 
Railway and Tramway services 12 17,843 4,302 DA 2 
Exes MP tI RATT; and XIV., 
Other and Miscellaneous ps 84 104,073 20,897 20.0 
All Groups a ag. 397 | 430,004 117,866 27.4 





arn eee 
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(ii) Australia, 1912, and Quarterly, 1930 to 1932.—The following table 
gives for various industrial groups the percentages of members of trade 
unions returned as unemployed during fourth quarter of 1930 to the third 
quarter of 1932. The percentage of unemployed at the end of 1912 is also 
inserted for purposes of comparison. 


Unemployment.—Australia, Percentages by Industries. 


















































1912. | 293° 1931. 1932. 
Industrial Group. ete ] 
| Year. | 4th 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 1st 2nd 3rd 
Qtr. Qtr. | Qtr. |} Qtr. | Qtr. Qtr. | Qtr. | Qtr. 
Manufacturing— | 
I. Wood, Furniture. etc. .. a.7 | 20n4 | 3x.r | 33-3 | 34.0 | 34.8 | 36.6 | 39.6 | 39.4 
II. Engineering, Metal Works 7.4 | 25.24 27-7 | 30.2] 3%.2 | 3X-2 | 32-1 | 33-9 | 32.9 
JII. Food, Drink, Tobacco, etc.} 7.3 | 16.8 | 17.4 | 20.7 | 20.5 | 20.4 | 17.2 | 19.4 | 20.7 
IV. Clothing, Hats, Boots, etc.| 6.3 | 22.5 | 25.9 | 26.7 | 27-4 | 23.7 22)\.8 || 22.0n| Sha3 
V. Books, Printing, etc. 2.8 | 0.x | 12.6) T4. 4°) D5 15.0} F5-4") 16.87) To07 
VI. Other Manufacturing 6.9 | 38.7 2.3.| 44.3°| 45.0 | 42.5 2.5 | 43-0) 1 43.3 
VII. Building Ae 5.5 0127.9 | 30.4 | 3286 | 33-5 | 36.0) 37-9) | 42 irq) 47-6 
VIII. Mining, Quarrying, etc. 5.6 1228.8 | 32.4 | 3207 | 33-7 | 33-5 | 33-5 | 34.25) 35.0 
X. Other Land Transport os z.z | 38.5 | 2r.9 | 24.0°| 25.5 | 25.2 | 27.3 | 29.6 | 29.9 
IX., XI., XII., XIII., and XIV., 
Other and Miscellaneous .. | 5.4°' 17.7 | 19.3 | 1929) | 20.5 | 20.2 | 2%.4 | 22.0)| 2250 
AUSTRALIA 5.6 | 23.4 | 25.8 | 27.6 | 28.3 | 28.0 | 28.3 | 30.0 | 29.6 











4. Unemployment.—States.—The results of the quarterly investigations 
as to unemployment in the years I913 to 1919 were published in Labour 
Reports Nos. 1 to 11, and in the Quarterly Summary of Statistics. The 
following table shows for each State the percentage of members of trade 
unions returned as unemployed quarterly during the years 1920 to 1932 
(3rd Quarter) :— 


Unemployment.States, Percentages Quarterly. 





























| 
Period. N.S.W. | Victoria. | Q’land. | S. Aust. | W. Aust. |Tasmania.| Australia. 
1920 3rd Quarter et Bed od 5.3 13.4 5.9 ZY 15 | 6.2 
1921 3rd “f me 12-3) 4 10.2 325, 8.5 Co yRe. T5i7. IT 
1922 3rd “4 a 11.9 7-4 8.6 6.6 11.1 6.7 9.6 
1923 3rd a rs 9.3 6.4 6.6 4.6 5.8 3-9 74 
1924 3rd » el 13.5 7.8 C55) 5.4 6.1 iA 9.5 
1925 3rd PA a Lista | 9-9 5.4 5.1 6.9 9.3 7.9 
1926 3rd i ee Cia Wea 8.3 6.6 9.2 15.0 7.6 
1927 3rd AA ne 5.3 8.1 5.5 8.9 4 ik po ted 6.7 
1928 1st ee oe 11.8 10.6 Fag Dok 5.2 13.3 TOs, 
2nd 7 a 10.9 ron CLS 16.1 9.5 10.7 TX oz 
3rd » rs 11.9 3I.2 6.8 17.6 8.8 8.2 Il.4 
4th mo an 10.6 9.6 6.4 13.3 9.2 10.0 9.9 
1929 Ist a ae 9-7 8.6 Pik 13.2 8.5 8.7, 9.3 
2nd iy ay 10.0 9.4 7.6 14.1 9.8 14.6 10.0 
3rd A ae 12.4 13.0 6.2 17.8 9.6 15.0 cziak 
4th os sie 13.8 13.5 7.4 17.8 11.8 15.1 13.1 
1930 1st 3 a5 16.3 I4.1 8.4 18.6 15.1 Te 14.6 
end a oe 2150 17.6 10.1 21.4 TSi7 18.9 18.5 
3rd fe oF 23.3 19.4 11.6 24.7 18.4 23.4 20.5 
4th a oa 26.3 21.9 12.5 28.5 24.6 26.5 23.4 
1931 1st on an 29.2 24.4 14.1 30.6 26.1 26.6 25.8 
2nd 2 na 30.7 26.5 16.1 32.4 27 AB 8 27.3 27.6 
3rd ” re 31.6 26.8 16.9 33.3 27.9 27.3 28.3 
4th os Bn 31.5 25.6 17.5 Bey; 28.1 28.4 28.0 
1932 Ist AR he 31.8 26.0 18.2 Aany 28.6 27.3 28.3 
2nd ” .: 33.2 27.7 19.9 35.2 30.3 27.4 30.0 
3rd “A At 33.0 27.0 19.3 35.4 30.1 26.9 29.6 
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5. Causes of Unemployment.—iIn earlier issues of the Labour Report 
tables were published showing the percentage of members of unions 
unemployed through—(a) lack of work; (b) sickness and accident; and 
(c) other causes. The returns from trade unions for past years show that 
while the percentage unemployed through lack of work has varied 
considerably according to the state of trade during the period, the percentages 
of members unemployed through sickness and accident, and through other 
causes, have remained uniform at 0.7 per cent. and 0.2 per cent., respectively. 


6. Seasonal Employment in Australia. An investigation concerning 
the extent of seasonal employment in Australia was made during 1928. 
The State Statisticians were invited to furnish brief reports regarding the 
industries and callings in their respective States subject to seasonal fluctua- 
tions, and from the reports received, supplemented by information from 
other sources, particulars were published in Labour Report, No. 19. The 
result of inquiries concerning the organization of public works in connexion 
with unemployment was also published in Report, No. ro. 


7. Special Legislation for Relief of Unemployment.—(i) General.— 
The position in regard to unemployment in Australia became so serious 
in 1930 that the usual methods of providing funds for relief work and 
sustenance were found to be inadequate. The number of unemployed 
increased rapidly, and the Governments realized that special action was 
needed to provide additional funds to relieve the distress. 


The steps taken by the Governments to provide money for the relief 
of unemployment, and the legislation enacted during 1930 for that purpose 
were briefly reviewed in the Annual Labour Report, 1930, No. 21. 


Unfortunately, the provision made proved inadequate to meet the 
situation as the number of employed increased during 1931. The Acts 
in operation were amended, and higher rates of special taxation were imposed. 
In the following statement the Acts which came into force during 1931 and 
1932 are briefly reviewed. 


(ii) ComMONWEALTH.—(a) General.—The Loan (Unemployment Relief 
Works) Act, No. 9 of 1932, authorizes the raising of money to the amount 
of £1,800,000 for assisting the States in the relief of unemployment. The 
amounts allotted to the States were as follows :—Victoria, £475,000 ; 
Queensland, £310,000; South Australia, £195,000; Western Australia, 
£145,000 ; Tasmania, £75,000. 


(b) New South Wales.—Relief of unemployment in New South Wales. 
Under the Act referred to above the Commonwealth may expend an amount 
not exceeding £600,000 on works approved by the Employment Council. 


(c) Commonwealth Advisory Committee on Employment.—An Advisory 
Committee, composed of five members was appointed by the Commonwealth 


Government in September, 1932. 


The preparation of the agenda for Premiers’ Conferences and the following 
up of decisions and undertakings is one of the functions of the Committee. 
The operations of the committee do not interfere with or hamper State 
activities, but render all possible assistance to the States. At the first 
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meeting of the committee, held on 28th September, 1932, the Minister in 
charge of Development, stated that the Premiers’ Conference decided that 
a special loan programme of £7,000,000 should be carried out as part of 
a three-year plan to provide £15,000,000 for reproductive works. 


(iii) New South Wales——Legislation during 1931 was as follows :— 
Unemployment Relief Tax Act, No. 25 of 1931, and Prevention and Relief 
of Unemployment (Amendment) Act, No. 26 of 1931. 


The rates of tax are as follows :—(a) One shilling in the £ of the net 
assessable income derived by any person or company during the income 
year ending 30th June, 1931; and (b) one shilling in the £ of the income 
derived from employment by every person other than a company during 
the income year commencing on Ist July, 1931. Under the original Act 
the wage of any employee who was paid less than thirty shillings per week 
was exempt from the tax, whereas under the amending Act the exemption 
wage is any wage less than two pounds per week. 


Resident taxpayers whose total income from all sources did not exceed 
£100 per annum were exempt from tax. 


(iv) Victoria.—Legislation during 1931 was as follows:—The Stamps 
(Unemployment Relief) Acts, Nos. 3,958, 3,966, 3,973 and 3,982 provided 
for the relief of unemployment by means of Stamp Duties, 


The Unemployment Relief Amendment Act, No. 4,000 of 1931 provided 
for new schedules of rates on taxable incomes. This Act also provides for 
advances—free of interest to municipalities out of the Unemployment Fund 
and for the expenditure from and repayment of such advances. 


(v) Queensland.—Legislation during 1931, was as follows :— The Income 
(Unernployment Relief) Tax Acts Amendment Act, No. 12 of 1931 approved 
the continuance of the operation of the Income (Unemployment Relief) 
Tax Acts of 1930 and increased the rates of such tax. 


(vi) South Australia.—The Unemployment Relief Council Act, No. 1,965 
of 1930, established a Council to devise and execute proposals for the relief 
of unemployment. The necessary funds were voted by Parliament from 
the general revenue. 

The Collections for Unemployment Act, No. 1,966 of 1930, provided for 
the control of persons soliciting money or goods for the relief of unemployment. 


(vii) Western Australia.—Special legislation relating to unemployment 
was not enacted during 1930 and 1931. The money required for sustenance 
payments and relief works was provided by the Government, municipal 
authorities and other bodies. 


(viii) Tasmania.—Legislation in 193I is summarized hereunder. The 
Public Works (Unemployment Relief) Hxecution Act, No. 5 of 1931, provided 
for the raising of a sum of £25,000 for the relief of unemployment. 


The Unemployment Relief Act, No. 6 of 1931, amended the Unemploy- 
ment Relief Act 1930, and provided for the appropriation of £20,000 for 
the purposes of the Principal Act. 


The Unemployed (Assistance to Primary Producers) Relief Act, No. 21 
of 1931, provided for assistance to holders of agricultural land, which, in 
the opinion of the Board of Management, was not sufficiently developed or 
improved to provide adequate support for such persons during the full year. 
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The Unemployed (Assistance to Municipalities) Relief Act, No. 46 of 
1931, provided for advances by way of loan to municipalities for the purpose 
of providing work for unemployed persons. 


8. Unemployment Special Taxation.—(i) General—The following 
legislation was enacted for the purpose of providing funds for the relief of 
unemployment :— 


(ii) New South Wales.—Unemployment Relief (Tax) Act, No. 25 of 1930 ; 
Unemployment Relief (Tax) Amendment Act, No. 52 of 1930; Unemploy- 
ment Relief (Tax) Act, No. 25 of 1931; and Prevention and Relief of Un- 
employment (Income from Employment) Act, No. 22 of 1932. 


(iii) Vietoria.—The Unemployment Relief Act, No. 3,866 of 1930; The 
Stamps (Unemployment) Relief Tax Act, No. 3,868 of 1930; The Unemploy- 
ment Relief Amendment Act, No. 3,948 of 1930 ; The Stamps (Unemployment 
Relief) Acts, Nos. 3,966 of 1931, 3,973 of 1931, 3,982 of 1931 and The 
Unemployment Relief Amendment Act, No. 4,000 of 1931. 


(iv) Queensland.—The Income (Unemployment Relief) Tax Act, No. 1 
of 1930 and The Income (Unemployment Relief) Tax Acts, Amendment 
Act, No. 12 of 1931. 


(v) South Australia.—No provision was made in this State for special 
taxation legislation. 


(vi) Western Australia.—No provision for special taxation legislation. 


(vii) Tasmania.—The Income Tax Act, No. 3 of 1932. 


g. Unemployment Relief—Sustenance Rates.—(i) New South Wales.— 
The food relief for unemployed persons is administered by the 
Department of Labour and Industry in the metropolitan area and in some 
of the larger towns. In other districts relief orders are issued by the police. 
The value of orders for goods varies with prices and are higher in value in the 
country districts. 


The following table shows the approximate value of food relief orders, as 
at August, 1932, for the various family units in the metropolitan area :— 




















Limit of vale ot atin of Weine ss 
; Income ‘00 . ncome 00 
Family Unit. per Relief. LATE per Relief. 
fortnight. | per week. fortnight. | per week. 
8. 8. a. es 8. d. 
Single man or woman 20 5 8%|| Married couple, 6 
Married couple oe 40 8 8 children a! 80 
Married couple, 1 child 40 14 © || Married couple, 7 26 74 
Married couple, 2 or 3 children Be go 
children 5c 50 18 114|| Married couple, 8 
Married couple, 4 or 5 children 5, 100 
children Ae 60 22 5 || Married couple, 9 36 0 
children eel Le 











(ii) Victoria.—Sustenance payments are distributed by relief committees 
approved by the Charities Board of Victoria, with the assistance of the 
Police Force. 


IO FLUCTUATIONS IN EMPLOYMENT. 


The maximum income and allowance under the system introduced in 
July, 1932, are as follows :— 





} 




















| suste- | i | Suste- 
nance not ! i | nance not i 
erancenit pu | | tuned i Pine 
Family Unit. Family Sastor all Family Unit. Family stisten 
| Income | ae it Income a: 
| exceeds. | MACE Lm | exceeds. - 
| per week. per week. 
TOON 6 gh TR > an | 
Sas (eos: dail a s. d. 
Single man or woman | 10 0 | G o |} Man, wife and 5 child- | 
Man and wife S20) (00) SyoNvon|| yizen 350 21 6 
Man, wife and I child | oe og Vere t6 | Man, wife and Gchild- { 
Man, wifeand2 children} 27 6 | 14 oO ren atl Sie 24 0 
Man, wife and 3 children} 30 0 | 16 6 j| Man, wife and B child- | 
Man, wife and 4 chil- | | ren = | adoro 26 6 
dren e ae 3216 tor ‘oF ean; wife and 8 or 
| | more children W428 bal t2oneo 
| | | } 





(iii) Queensland.—The Intermittent Relief Scheme provides work through 
Local Authorities and Government Departments for all persons eligible 
to draw food relief. The classification of the family units and amounts 
allotted thereto are shown in the following table. 


Weekly Ration Scale, Family Units, Number of Work Days and Total Amount of Pay as 
from 15th August, 1982. 




















| 
Weekly Ration Scale, | ; ; Total Amount 
{f not on Relief Work. | Family Unit. | Work Days. We nea 
s. d. | Peta FC 
10 0 One person I { 13° 9G 
14 6 Man and wife .. 3 e 1} 740) |) 
18 0 | Man, wifeandtchild .. | 2 | 275 0 
216 | Man, wife and 2 children . . : 2 27 oO 
25 0 | Man, wife and 3 children .. | 2k 330 
28 © Man, wife and 4 children .. | 3 | 40 6 
32 0 Man, wife and 5 children .. 3 | 40 6 
35 6 | Man, wife and 6 children .. | San) eres 
39 0 | Man, wife and 7 children .. | 4 | 54 0 
42 6 (maxi.)! Man, wife and 8 children .. 4 54 0 
i 





(iv) South Australia.—The food relief for the unemployed is controlled 
by the Unemployment Relief Council. 


The approximate value of food relief orders for the various family units 
is given in the following table :— 


Per Week. 
Se 

Single person... ae a3 fe 5: 3 
Manand wife .. at ak + TOAO 
Man, wife and one child .. a: Be kee Gal 
Man, wife and two children ES a, 15 8 
Man, wife and three children oS 
Man, wife and four children oe See ZOREO 


The above rates are based on weekly average. The approximate amount 
granted for each child is 2s. 7d. per week. 
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(v) Western Australia.—Relief is granted to unemployed married men 
at the rate of 7s. per member of the family per week with a maximum amount 
of 49s. per week. Children over fourteen years of age are not eligible. Single 
men are allowed two meal tickets per day; if homeless, they are allowed 
free board and lodging at Blackboy Hill Camp, with an allowance of Is. per 
week for which they perform camp duties. 


(vi) Tasmania.—Value of rations issued to unemployed destitute persons 
at Hobart and Launceston is as follows :— 
Per Week 
s. d. 
Married couples 44 a8 ag aye T2490 
Married couples with one child over four years .. ai) PEDRE 
Married couples with two or three children over four years 23 2 
Married couples with four or five children over four years 27 10 
Married couples with six or seven children over four years 32 9 


In addition I pint of milk per day is issued where there is a child under 
four years of age. 


(vii) Federal Capital Territory.—The original scheme of the issue of 
rations was, by Ministerial direction, changed to a scheme of issue of work 
dockets, and the payment of the equivalent cash to that previously 
received in food value. The original ration scale, and the earnings under 
the scheme now in operation are shown below :— 


Family Unt. Original Ration Hamming under 

Ss. d. $d. 
Single person ae - x ZLOse ee 8 oO 
Man and. wife e. ‘a Sd 3 7) o I2 4 
Man, wife and one child .. 2+] 18. 6f09% 18 II 
Man, wife and 2 or 3 children a ZAT IBR. ee 24 8 
Man, wife and 4 or 5 children nie ZONA eee 29 4 
Man, wife and 6 children .. oe 20.44 30 IO 
Man, wife and 7 children .. es BoteTOn” ie 33 10 
Man, wife and 8 children .. é. By dee =. 35 10 


ro. Unemployment Relief Funds.—(i) Commonwealth_—The Com- 
monwealth Government made available the sum of £1,000,000, appropriated 
by Act No. 55 of 1930, for the relief of unemployment in the States. Other 
references appear in section 7 (ii) ante. 


(ii) New South Wales.—The receipts and expenditure in connexion with 
the Unemployment Fund in this State during the years 1930-31 and 1931-32 
were as follows :— 


Year. Beceipts. Expenditure. 
£ £ 

1930-31 . 4,377,835 - 4,357;085 

1931-32 ae 6,042,256 rE 6,105,452 


(iii) Victoria—The following statement shows the receipts and 
expenditure from the Unemployment Relief Fund during the year 1930-31 


and 1931-32 :— 
Year. tea. Bek Be ti 
1930-31 2 1,238,504 oe 1,343,281 


1931-32 oe 1,545,715 - 1,653,552 
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Advances from Public Account were £104,777 and £107,837 during the 
years 1930-31 and 1931-32 respectively. 


(iv) Queensland.—The receipts from the Unemployment Relief Tax 
during the period 28th April, 1930, to 30th June, 1931, were £702,640, the 
expenditure for the same period being £700,112. For the year ending 30th 
June, 1931, the receipts were £1,089,645 and the total expenditure £1,200,674. 


(v) South Australia.—There is no special unemployment taxation in this 
State. The moneys required for the relief of unemployment are provided 
from general taxation receipts. The total expenditure on Unemployment 
Relief (including Children’s Welfare and Public Relief) during 1930-31 was 
£877,047, and £1,024,553 during 1931-32. 


(vi) Western Australia.—Special unemployment taxation is not in force 
in this State. Amounts required for relief are voted by the Government 
from general revenue. During I930-3I sustenance payments amounted 
to £436,146 and relief works £149.455, and during 1931-32 expenditure 
on sustenance was £643,996 and on relief works £1,202,547. 


(vi) Tasmania.—There is no specified tax for the relief of unemployment 
in this State. An estimate of the amounts expended on relief work and 
sustenance for the unemployed is given below. 


Year, 1930-31. Year, 1931-32. Total. 
is ie £ 
From Loans... 35,300 we 40,000 te 75,300 
From Revenue .. 51,800 Bae 70,000 bs 121,800 


§ 3. State Free Employment Bureaux. 


1. General.—As there is considerable diversity in the scope of the 
several State Employment Bureaux, as well as in the methods adopted for 
registration of applicants for employment, information in regard to these 
Bureaux obtained from reports received from the officers in charge in the 
respective States was published in Labour Report, No. 19. Particulars 
were given of the methods adopted in the several State offices concerning 
system of registration of applicants for employment, selection of applicants 
for vacant positions, systems in force for granting sustenance and food 
relief, and other information concerning the functions of the Bureaux. In 
Labour Report No. 20, particulars relating to the organization of the State 
Free Labour Bureaux in the several States were given. 


The work in connexion with the State Employment Bureaux increased 
to an exceptional extent during 1930 owing to the abnormal amount of 
unemployment. All States were affected, and applications for registration 
for work and sustenance were received in increasing numbers during each 
succeeding quarter of the year. The peak number of applications was 
received during the first quarter of 1931. Skilled and semi-skilled workers, 
who in the past had not availed themselves of the services of the Bureaux, 
registered for relief work, as they found that there was little prospect of 
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securing work in their usual occupations. Special legislation during 1930 
for the relief of unemployment provided that registration at the Bureaux 
was essential before relief work or sustenance could be obtained, and this 
was mainly responsible for the increased registrations for employment, 
but prior to the enactment of such legislation in June and later months 
the work of the Bureaux was increasing through applications for registration. 


2. Applications and Positions Filled.—The following table shows the 
number of applications for employment and from employers received at the 
State Free Labour Bureaux in the various States during the years 1927 to 
1931. The numbers of positions to which workpeople were sent are also 
shown. The figures relating to applications for employment received 
during the year do not necessarily represent the number of individuals 


applying for employment, since the same persons may apply more than 
once during the twelve months :— 


State Free Employment Bureaux.Summary, Australia. 


SSS ee 














Applications for Applications from 
Vear | Employment, Employers received. Positions filled. 
| received. (a) | 
a a ae - | 
1927 aH oe on 218,543 79,367 76,235 
1928 ae = Rea 287,834 79,197 78,274 
1929 2H | 310,752 | 72,721 71,806 
1930 Se | 668,506 | 143,219 | 154,923 
1931 bol 838,481 104,353 | 129,451 
| 





(a) Exclusive of Tasmania. 


3. Details for each State.—The following table shows the number of 
applications for employment and from employers, and the number of positions 
filled in each State during the year 1931 :-— 


State Free Employment Bureaux.—Summary, States, 1931. 














Applications tor amoleatt Pes 
a Employment | yimployers received. | Positions filled. 
New South Wales .. ay | 269,852 71,587 87,110 
Victoria .. bt is 118,094. 7,207 7,080 
Queensland a et 127,719 | 16,427 | 16,427 
South Australis .. gal 277:749 | 41304 4,304 
Western Australia .. Sic 32,520 4,708 | 4,655 
Tasmania .. ss es 12,547 (a) 9,815 
Total 2x bg 838,481 104,353(0) 120,451 








ee EEE EESIRnAIGNNEEREREnEEnRSTEE 


(a) Particulars not available. (b) Exclusive of Tasmania. 
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4. Details in Industrial Groups.—The next table gives details for the 
years 1930 and I93I in industrial groups :— 


State Free Employment Bureaux.—Summary, Industrial Groups, Australia. 





























| | 
| 1930. 1931. 
| 
| 
] ! 
tpl eld APOE 
Industrial Group. Applications|4PPlications) Applications Applications 
fonianoloy irom | si } from aes 
PlOy-| Employers | oe {for ar Employers pee 
ment ro | ed. men — ; 
received. | mar ed. | SES Sek ed. 
| | . 
Lis djs “sot i 
| | | | 
I. Wood, Furniture, | | | 
Sawmill, Timber | | | 
Workers, etc... 6,098 | 520 | 504 | 9.185 372 327 
I. Engineering, Metel | | } 
an yom — -- | 21,475 | 394 | 461 | 27,348 584 757 
. Food, rink, } 
ee eee eae po 827] a, 85x 8109 | 1,367 | 1,385 
. Clothing, ats, | | 
= we a Los | 4,325 | 787 | 797 6,452 1,104 | 1,106 
. Books, Printing, | | 
ete. .. = 1,066 | 54 53 1,428 | 56 58 
VI. Other Manufac- | | j | | 
A turing -- | 4,230 389 | 38: | 7,200 | 367 358 
ee neces | 49,236 45779 5,086 | 52,585 3,760 4,456 
. ing, ying, } 
Poel sad ean a | ad ae val io 
; Services «+ | 105,577 | 5,346 | 51299 | 202,122 | 4,012 4,005 
X. Other Land Trans- : 
x1. shipping, Whart ae 3,373 3,584 8,154 3,163 2,948 
: Labour, etc. .. 250 167 150 299 27 44 
XII. Pastoral, Agricul- | | 
aes Dot e od 25,540 | 9,426 | 9,833 | 24,332 7.286 | 8,207 
<IIT. Domestic, Hotels, | } | | 
Se eS eee 17,487 | 8,362 7,063 | 22,978 | 5,290 4,783 
XIV. Genera | | 
and Miscel- | 
laneous | 413,021 | 107,274 | 119,325 464,950 | 76,058 99.847 
Total : 668,506 | 143,219 154,923 | 838,481 104,353 129,451 
} | 








(a) Exclusive of Tasmania. 


As pointed out previously, the work of the Bureaux in the various States 
is not on uniform lines. For example, in States in which Government 
Departments obtain workers from the Labour Bureaux, the numbers of 
workers are larger in comparison than in the same groups in other States. It 
should be noted also that special provisions for female workers are not made 
in all States. 


The majority of the workers sent to employment by State Employment 
Bureaux during 1931 were unskilled men, the number of general labourers 
and miscellaneous workers (Group XIV.) being 99,847, or 77 per cent., of the 
total number provided with work. Domestic workers (Group XIII.), and 
pastoral and agricultural labourers (Group XII.), were sent to employment 
in comparatively large numbers during the year. The number of skilled 
workers for whom positions were found was not large. As a general rule 
skilled workers do not register at the Bureaux until they have exhausted 
the usual avenues for obtaining employment in their regular trade. The 
great bulk of the workers who apply are unskilled, although skilled workers 
when they find that there is no employment in their own trade register 
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for unskilled work. Compared with the previous year there was a noticeable 
increase in 1931 in the number of registrations for employment from work- 
people in the manufacturing and building groups. 


5. Quarterly Applications for Employment.—-The following table shows 
the number of applications for employment registered in each State during 
each of the quarters specified. A marked increase in the number of 
registrations occurred during 1930 and 1931. During the four quarters of 
1929 the number of applications for employment remained fairly constant, 
but in the succeeding quarters the depressed state of trade and industry 
was shown by the increasing numbers of workpeople registering at the 
Bureaux for employment and sustenance. The number of registrations 
increased during each quarter of 1930 and reached its peak during the first 
quarter of 1931. 





State Free Employment Bureaux —Registrations for Employment—States. 




















| ! 
{ } 
Period | ew Wictorin | Queens- South | Western (ier bate All 
iatehere | Wales rvorla- | land. | Australia. | Australia. | MH jatates. 
| | | 
1929. | | i | 
} ) 
ist Quarter ye 18,668 8,668 | 25,630 | 16,541 j 3,382 | 554 739442 
2nd o Me 18,918 11,187 | 21,494 | 17.733 3,610 968 73.910 
3rd a 26 17,901 10,731 | 27,200 | 19,801 | 7,131 929 83,693 
ath ” de 17,137 8,955 | 28,233 | 20,574 | 4.006 802 79,707 
| | | | 
1930, i | | 
\ | 
1st Quarter a 27,735 10,180 29,120 22,009 | 5,263 I,11r 95,398 
2nd i Ri 51,769 | 31,085 29,697 29,101 } 7,926 | 1,785 151,363 
3rd a ae 82,575 32,506 28,310 43,389 | 14,304 5,178 206,322 
4th a eet 88,069 34,085 35,065 | 48,832 5,229 3,543 215,423 
| | | 
1931. | ) 
ist Quarter ag: 84,242 36,344 40,957 62,269 6,008 3,727 233,547 
AAG sore bss 79,344 34,589 2,037 69,144 5,068 2,927 214,109 
3rd wa An 60,367 26,140 23,981 72,307 16,937 2,501 202,233 
4th i hs 54,899 21,021 |} 30.744 | 74,029 | 4,507 3.392 188,592 
| 
| 
1932 
t Quarter Fs 59,723 23.458 38,638 69,349 6,154 3,905 201,227 
nat ht ae 36,135 | 22,693 33,654 72,066 8.774 3,691 177,013 
| i 











| 
| 


§ 4. Industrial Accidents. 


1. Source of Information.—The following tables have been compiled 
from monthly and quarterly returns received at the Bureau from the Chief 
Inspectors of Factories, the Chief Inspectors of Machinery, and from Boiler, 
Lift, and Scaffolding Inspectors in the several States. In the Annual Reports 
issued by the State Departments special sections are published relating to 
accidents in industrial undertakings. Reference to these Reports will 
afford detailed information. The thanks of the Bureau are extended to the 
officials of the various State Departments, including the officials of the 
Mining Departments, for the summarized returns shown hereunder. 
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2. Number of Accidents reported.—The following table shows the 
number of accidents reported in each State during the years 1927 to 1931 :-— 


Industrial Accidents.—Numbers, 1927 to 1931. 








Particulars. N.S.W. Vic. Q’land. S.A W.A Tas Total 
1927 66 26 6 Ir 34 6 149 
1928 fe 55 9 16 8 3 97 

No. of Fatal Accidents < 1929. j 65 20 15 10 II 16 137 
1930 he 51 10 15 x 20 7 104 

1931 ae 41 14 5 6 18 8 92 

(1927... |(a)2,771 759 325 359 663 89 4,966 

No. of Accidents inca- | 1928 -- | 3,903 706 273 303 354 66 5,005 
pacitating for over< 1929 0 6,061 655 325 264 340 56 7,701 
14 days 1930 5,586 531 230 219 349 79 6,994 
1931 4,307 398 278 182 430 | 54 5,049 








(a) Vide remarks below. 


Compared with the previous year, the number of fatal accidents reported 
in I93I showed a decrease. Fatalities were less numerous in all States with 
the exception of Victoria, South Australia and Tasmania. The number of 
non-fatal accidents increased in Queensland and Western Australia, but 
decreased in the other States, the total for Australia being 5,649 in 1931, 
compared with 6,994 in 1930, a decrease of Ig per cent. 


The large increase in the number of accidents recorded in New South 
Wales during the last four years, was due to an amendment of the Act which 
provided that all accidents which prevented workers from returning to work 
within seven days must be reported. The figures for this State are, therefore, 
not exactly comparable with those for other States. It is also mentioned 
that the definition of a non-fatal accident is not on uniform lines in all States, 


3. Accidents in Industrial Groups.—The next table gives the number 
of accidents in industrial groups for Australia during 1931. 


Industrial Accidents.—Number Reported in Industrial Groups, Australia, 1981. 


Incapacitating for 


Industria] Group. Fatal. over 14 days. (0) 


I. Wood, Furniture, ete. .. 5 321 
II. Engineering, etc. 6 1,101 
III. Food, Drink, etc. 5 TBM) 


IV. Clothing, Hats, etc. .. : ; es 292 


VY. Books, Printing, etc. 2 193 
VI. Other Manufacturing 7 1,309 
VII. Building and Scaffolding 8 12 
VIII. Mining oe 58 56 (@) 1,433 
IX. Lifts : I 7 
X. Miscellaneous 2 184 
Total .. A: 92 5,049 





(a) Includes non-fatal accidents reported by Chief Inspectors of Factories as having occurred in 
ore-dressing, smelting and metallurgical works as follows :—5o02 in New South Waies, 1 in Victoria, 1 in 
Western Australia, and 4 in Tasmania. 

(6) Vide remarks above. 
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_ The largest number of accidents both fatal and non-fatal occurred in the 
mining and allied industyies, the percentages being 61 for fatal and 25 for 
non-fatal on the respective totals recorded for all industrial accidents. 
Hight fatal accidents occurred in connexion with building and scafiolding, 
and one death was due to a lift accident. Twenty-five fatal and 4,013 
non-fatal accidents were reported in the manufacturing industries, 1,101 
of which occurred in the engineering and metal-working group. 


_ 4. Mining Accidents.—(i) Sources of Information.—Information regard- 
ing mining accidents is obtained from the Departments of Mines in the 
respective States, with the exception of those accidents which occur in 
smelting and metallurgical works which are registered as factories and are 
under the Jurisdiction of the Chief Inspectors of Factories. 


(il) Classification.—The following tables give particulars of mining 
accidents reported to the Mines Departments and to Inspectors of Factories 
concerning accidents in ore-dressing, smelting and metallurgical works, in 
each State during the year 1931. 


Mining Accidents.—Classification according to Causes, 1931.(a) 


A.—Fatal Accidents. 
| 


Cause of Accident. N.S.W.| Vic. | Q'land.| S.A. W.A. Tas. | Total. 





METALLIFEROUS MINES. 
1. Bolow Ground— 








Accidents caused by Explosives an aye Fe I 1 
“ es Falls of Ground 5 fei 2 2 9 
” ” Falling down 
shafts, etc. .. 6 I . 3 I 5 
Other Accidents bs a, oe 2 8 10 
2. Above Ground— 
Accidents caused by machinery in 
motion ae af aa 2 A Ba e8 Be a 2 
Other Accidents Bs ae I pe co sf 2 3 6 
3. Accidents In Batteries, Ore-drassing, Smelt- 
ing and uther Metaliurgical Works, etc. a 4 aN 2 ss St 2 
4. Quarries, Brick and Clay Pits, etc. a I 6 ae 2 me te 9 


GOAL MINES. 


x. Below Ground— 
Accidents caused by Mine Explosions 
(Fire Damp, etc.) ate aie 
Accidents caused by Explosives 
(Dynamite, etc.) ae 50 oe oe oo ie 5 4 
Accidents caused by Falls of Rarth. . 5 Sn Be ae I 3 6 
Other Accidents Ne a I a3 eh as 50 aa r 








2. Abeve Ground -- ; 
Accidents caused by Machinery in 






































Motion be ; I I 
Other Accidents = 
Total ae to 5 15 8 4 4 17 8 56 


a 


(a) The figures relating to mining accidents do not in all cases correspond wyth those published 
by the States Mines Departments, the discrepancies being partly due to the tact that accidents occurring in 
certain metallurgical works and quarries are not included in the figures issued by the Mines Departments, 
and partly to the lack of uniformity regarding the definition of a non-fatal accident. 
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Mining Accidents.—Ciassification according to Causes, 1931—continued. 
B.—Non-fatal Accidents Incapacitating for over 14 days. 





























Cause of Accident. N.S.W.| Vic. ; Q’land.| 8.A W.A Tas Tota! 
(a) (6) 
METALLIFEROUS MINES. 
1. Below Ground— 
Accidents caused by Explosives .. 2 os 3 16 i 21 
“1H os FallsofGround , 190 I 6 19 | 2 38 
i a Falling down | | : 
shafts, etc, .. | I ae I 11 | 3 13 
Other Accidents As ae 6 * 47 164 18 235 
2. Above Ground— | | | 
Accidents caused by machinery in | 
motion ; Sot 2 J 2 I a 5 
Other Accidents | re we 16 22 6 53 4 101 
| 
3. Accidonts in Batteries, Ore-dressing, Smelt- | 
ing and other Metallurgical Works, etc. 505 | I 29 133 26 13 707 
4. Quarries, Brick and Clay Pits, etc. | 4 2 8 14 ey 28 
COAL MINES. | | : 
1. Below Ground— } | 
Accidents caused by MineExplosions | \ } | 
(Fire Damp, etc.) oat 2 } ete st : 2 
Accidents caused by Explosives i | H | 
(Dynamite, etc.) | 7 | 2 2 | ae 7 I 
Accidents caused iy Falls of Earth . SI 23 2 25 i 21 92 
Other Accidents 24 8 | 54} j 78 165 
2. Above Ground— | | j j | 
Accidents caused by Machinery in | | 
Motion : =| I | ener st 2 : 4 
Other Accidents le | Chie Bee | 7 | 31 
Total i 605 | 19 lige 199 | 149 | 422 39 | 1,433 
(a) Complete reports not auamauleael (b) Inclusive of 508 accidents reported by Chie? Inspectors 


of Factories as having occurred in ore-dressing, smelting and metallurgical works. 


The number of fatal mining accidents occurring below ground in Australia 
during the year was 36 as compared with 9 above ground. Fatal accidents 
in ore-dressing, smelting and metallurgical works during 1931 numbered 
2, as against 33 in metalliferous mines, I2 in coal mines and 9 in quarries 
and brick and clay pits. The total number of non-fatal accidents reported 
by Mining Departments and Inspectors of Factories in connexion with 
batteries, ore-dressing, smelting, etc., was 707. The number of non-fatal 
mining accidents below ground was 557 and above ground 141. Twenty- 
eight non-fatal accidents occurred in quarries and brick and clay pits. 
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CHAPTER IV.—ASSOCIATIONS. 


§ 1. Labour Organizations. 


1. General.—In Labour Report No. 2 an outline was given of the method 
adopted to ascertain the number of members of labour organizations in 
Australia, and tabulated results up to the end of I912 were included. From 
the beginning of 1913 quarterly returns were obtained from a considerable 
number of trade unions, both as to membership and unemployment, and 
these were supplemented at the end of each year by special inquiries as to 
the membership of those unions which, owing to the nature of the callings 
and industries covered, were unable to furnish quarterly unemployment 
returns. The following pages show the general situation in regard to the 
trades union movement in Australia at the present time, and also its develop- 
ment since the year 1927. The recognition of the fact that the affairs of 
single unions are not disclosed in the published results has assisted in securing 
complete information, and thanks are again tendered to the secretaries of 
Trade Unions for their cordial co-operation in this matter. 


The figures published in this chapter cover the years 1927 to 1931, and 
reference should be made to previous reports for particulars in respect of 
the years 1912 to 1926. 


2. Trade Unions and Branches—Number and Membership, 1927 to 1931. 
—The following table gives particulars of the number of separate unions 
and branches with the number of members at the end of the years 1927 to 


LOA 
Trade Unions—Branches and Membership. 



































Year. W.3.W| Vic. | Q'land.| 8.4. | w.a. | Tas. | Berm | total. | Aust. 
T’tory. 
NUMBER OF SEPARATE UNIONS. 
1927 or 186 | 149 «| 104 106 130 8x 3 759 @369 
1928 Ed 107 15x | 102 106 128 80 4 768 4379 
1929 +. 195 151 106 105 129 81 4 77% a374 
1930 ioe 203 151 107 106 127 82 4 780 a362 
193i e202 150 107 110 | 129 78 4 780 a362 
NUMBER OF BRANCHES. 
1927 ae 593 408 307 104 168 61 Se 1,641 62,031 
1928 nit 596 415 | 311 104 190 74 we 1,690 | 62,079 
1929 +. 598 410 | 315 173 189 72 Be 1,757 | 62,154 
1930 Oe 598 410 | 319 173 199 71 ae 1,761 62,179 
1931 ne 585 408 318) 17t 183 79 +: 1,735 | 62,153 
NUMBER OF MEMBERS. 
1927 ~. 1 355.527 | 247,618 | 150,651 | 79,771 | 60,586 | 16,734 | 1,165 | 911,652 | 911,652 
1928 -. | 357,390 | 242,190 | 154,799 | 75,725 | 61,498 | 18,465 | 1,474 | 911,542 | 911,541 
1929 .. | 354,430 | 240,809 | 154,627 | 69,479 | 63,6019 | 17,215 989 | 901,168 | 901,168 
1930 .. | 343,434 | 229,322 | 141,925 | 63,318 | 60,243 | 16,831 984 | 855,757 | 855,757 
1931 .. | 315,732e| 203,956 | 123,050 57,082 52,234 16,150 802 769,006 | 769,006 
PERCENTAGE INCREASE IN MEMBERSHIP.(d) 

192 7.9 Fac 5-4 co.2 pip 4 6.0 201.0 ae Fae 
seas on 0.6 c2.2 Br 5.1 aay 10.3 26.5 48 | 
1929 os co.8 co.2 co.1 c7.9 3-4 c7.3 €32.9 cr.t CI.t 
1930 Se €3.2 4.8 c8.2 c8.9 €5.3 C2.2 co.5 €5.0 c5.0 
1931 1 | 68.0 err. €13.3 e9.9 €13.3 c4.1 c18.5 cro.1 CIO.1 





(a) Allowing for inter-State duplication. The figures represent the number of distinct organizations 
and inter-State groups of organizations. They do not represent the total number of organizations 
which are practically independent and self-governing (see following remarks). (0) Includes not only 
branches of separate State unions and sub-branches in each State of inter-State unions, but also head 
State branches of inter-State unions. (c) Decrease. _(d) On preceding year. (e) Includes 13 
unions with a membership of 905 in the Federal Capital Territory. 
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The types of trade unions in Australia vary greatly in character, and range 
from the small independent association to the large inter-State organization, 
which, in its turn, may be a branch of an international union. Broadly 
speaking, there are four distinct classes of labour organizations, viz. :— 
(i) the local independent ; (ii) the State ; (iii) the inter-State ; and (iv) the 
Australasian or international. 


In the table just given, under the heading ‘‘ Number of Separate Unions,’ 
each union represented in a State is counted once only, Heeardless of the 
number of branches in that State. In the total number of separate unions 
in each State (see last column but one), it is obvions that there will be dupli- 
cation in the case of inter-State and similar unions, since each such union 
is counted once in each State in which it is represented by 2 Branch. The 
figures in the last column, therefore, have been obtained by making an 
adjustment to allow for this duplication. 


3. Trade Unions—Industrial Groups, 1927 to 1931.—The following table 
gives the number and membership of trade unions in Australia in industria] 
groups at the end of the years1927 to 1931. In previous Reports attention 
has been drawn to the fact that the number ef unions classified in Group 
XIV. (Miscellaneous), increased considerably during the period 1918 to 1920, 
and a correspondingly large increase occurred in the membership of the 
group. During recent years many associations of employees of public and 
semi-public bodies have been organized and such unions are now included 
in the tabulations. Public Service, municipal, banking and insurance 
associations, which were not previously recognized, are now registered under 
the provisions of Commonwealth and State Industrial Arbitraiion Acts, 
and are therefore classified as industrial bodies. The inclusion of these 
organizations is responsible, to a great extent, for the increase in Group 
Dl 


Trade Unions—Industrial Gronps—Australia. 
| 


Industrial Groups. 1927, | 1928. | 1929. 1930. | 1931. 


NUMBER OP UNIONS(a). 








Manufacturing— 
Wood, Furniture, etc. 4 | 4 | e i 4 4 
Ii. Engineering, Metal Works, etc. 1 oe 23 | 22 22 22 
Til. Food, Drink, Tobacco, etc. .. | et 3354] ase 32 34 
1V. Clothing, Hats, Boots, ctc. |. | ir | nce 12. | 12 12 
¥. Books, Printing, etc. Es al 8 | eargt 8 9 Io 
VI. Other Manntactaring pe 41 4oe "| 42 | 4L 38 
VII. Building a asia | Soya!) |. o's 28 28 
VIII. Mining, Quarrying, ete-. = &e 12 14. 1 I4 ! 14 13 
IX. Railway and Tramway Services .. 28 | 30, |i 31 30 29 
X. Other Land Transport .. Sa 8-4 q—) 5 5 4 
XI. Shipping, ete. .. me 24 | 2 | 28 26 25 
X11. Pastoral, Agricultural, etc. ai eet gy ee al 3 4 
XIII. Domestic, Hotela,etc. .. aye | 19 |} zo | r9 15 5 

XIV. Miscellaneous— | 

(i) Banking, Insurance and Clerical | 19 Ig | 20 20 19 
(ii) Public Service pet Sain | 54 | so | 45 46 
(iil) Retail and W. holesale cope Phe al a Ml 7 7 7 

(iv) Municipal, Sewerage, and | 
Labouring He <i 13 13 ESieyl 13 13 
(v) Other Miscellaneous Be 36 37 35 36 40 

Total ar Bo Rie 360a 3794 3744@ 362a 3624 





(a) Allowing for inter-State duplication. 
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Trade Unions—Industrial Groups—Ausiralia—continued. 


| 


Industrial Groups. 1927. 





1928. 1929. 1930, 1931. 





NUMBER OF MEMBERS. 











peuatectetng | 
- Wood, Furniture, etc. P41; 37,110 5,740 898 0, 26,700 
II. Engineering, Metal Works, etc. | 82,720 a5 BF ies 39,08: 74,316 
II. Food, Drink, Tobacco, etc. 70,012 71,994 71,948 73,437 63,582 
IV. Clothing, Hats, Boots, etc. 53,041 56,874 56,300 50,625 47,797 
V. Books, Printing, etc. Es 19,214 19,771 19,817 19,822 18,703 
_ VI. Other Manufacturing eet 47,671 46,779 44,693 44,742 42,553 
VII. Building an wa 57,234 60,416 61,191 59,029 52,041 
VIII. Mining, Quarrying, etc. 49,179 43,044 43,098 42,405 36,037 
IX. Railway and Tramway Services 121,300 116,061 113,281 106,968 92,292 
X. Other Land Transport 22,137 20,632 18,817 18,211 17,595 
XI. Shipping, ete. .. ae 42,702 38,361 38,308 38,050 36,039 
ATS. Pastoral, Agricultural, etc. 60,394 55,547 50,266 43,639 28,668 
XIII. Domestic, Hotels, etc. .. 28,313 30,488 29,767 25,504 23,611 
XIV. Miscellaneous— 
(i) Banking, Insurance and Clerical 31,343 28,371 30,440 31,140 30,222 
(ii) Public Service Ae Pe 76,225 | 79,175 79,773 | 81,275 81,395 
(ili) Retail and Wholesal 5 30,685 31,034 31,837 | 28,859 26,630 
(iv) Municipal, Sewerage and 
Labouring 5 a8 42,811 48,691 46,577 41,027 32,541 
(v) Other Miscellaneous is 38,961 41,146 43,682 42,399 38,374 
Tota) ee se ae 911,652 | 911,541 901,168 855,757 | 769,006 
i 








4, Trade Unions—Number and Percentage of Male and Female 
Members.—(i) States, 1931. The census of 1921 gives the percentage of 
male and female employees (2.e., persons “ in receipt of wages or salary,” and 
persons “‘ unemployed ’’), 20 years of age and over, on the total male and 
female population, and by applying these percentages to the estimated total 
male and female population at 31st December, 1931, an estimate of the 
number of adult employecs of cach sex in that year is obtained. 





The following table shows separately for males and females and for each 
State (a) the number of members of trade unions, (b) the estimated number 
of employees of each sex 20 years of age and over in all professions, trades, 
aud occupations, and (c) the percentage of the former (a) on the latter (b) 
at the end of the year 1931. The estimated number of employees includes 
all persons (over the age specified) in receipt of wages or salary, as well as 
those unemployed, and therefore embraces a large number of adults who 
are not eligible for membership of any trade union (such as certain persons 
employed in professional cccupations) as well as others who, while eligible 
for membership so far a3 the nature of their trade or occupation is concerned, 
do not reside in 2 locality which is covered by any union devoted to their 
particular trade or occupation. Moreover, the age at which persons are 
eligible for membership varies in different unions. The Census results are 
classified in quinquennial age groups, and age 20 years 1s taken as 
approximating to the age of admission to membership. A line has also been 
added showing the estimated numbers of “junior ’’ workers under 20 years 
of age. 
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Trade Unions—Number and Percentage of Male and Female Members, 1931. 
































iculars. ; Nthn. Aus- 
particule N.S.W.| Vic. | Q'land| S.A. | WAL | Tas.) | Deore | Geatta, 
| 
MALES. 
Estimated Total No. of Employees 
20 years of age and over «+ | 526,900] 346,500] 198,200] 117,000) 92,000] 38,900 1,500|1I,321,000 
No. of Members of Unions .. | 272,259] 166,104| 107,694| 50,329] 45,267] 13,674 778) 656,105 
Percentage of Members on Esti- 
mated Total No. Employees . 51.7 47.9 34.3 43.0 49.2 35.2 51.9 49.7 
Junior Workers (under 20) -+ | 91,570| 67,890} 36,560} 23,200] 16,840) 8,660 130] 244,850 
FEMALES. 
Estimated Total No. of Employees 
20 years of age and over 117,100} 104,800] 41,100] 25,370] 17,300; 8,750 180] 314,600 
No. of Members of Unions os 43,473| 37,852] 15,356} 6,753] 6,967] 2,476 24) 112,901 
Percentage of Members on Esti- 
mated Total No. Employees a72% 36.1 37.4. 26.6 40.3 28.3 13.3 35-9 
Junior Workers (under 20) at 50,760| 43,660} 19,070 rh 3H 8, §o0 4,170 60] 138,870 


{a) Inclusive of Federal Capital Territory. 


(i) Australia.—Similar particulars for Australia for the five years 1927 
to 1931 are given in the next table. 


Trade Unions—Number and Percentage of Male and Female Members—Ausiralia. 

















Particulars. | 1927. | 1928. | 1929. | 1930. | 1931. 
1 
MALES. 
Estimated Total Number of eiopoyse: & 20 | 
years of age and over we 1,267,636 | 1,288,200 | 1,302,400 | 1,313,000 | 1,321,000 
Number of Members of Unions | 793,131 785,189 774,031 735,707 656,105 
Percentage of Members on Estimated Total 
Number of Male Employees .. . 62.6 60.9 50-4 56.0 49.7 
Junior Workers (under 20) fe 26 234,994 239,050 241,400 243,400 244,850 
{ 
FEMALES. 





Estimated Total Number of sey 3 epalp 20 


years of age and over es 3 299,205 304,000 308,200 311,600 314,600 
Number of Members of Unions .. 118,52r 126,352 127,137 119,990 112,901 
Percentage of Members on Estimated Total 

Number of Female Employees re 39.6 41.5 41.3 38.5 


35-9 
Junior Workers (under 20) ae te 132,015 134,200 136,000 137,500 138,870 











: Poa Unions—Classification according to Number of Members, 1927 
to 19 


trade unions in Austrailia for the years 1927 to 1931 inclusive, classified 
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according to size. In this table inter-State unions are, of course, counted 
once only :— 


___ Trade Unions—Classification according to Number of Members—Australia. 





2,000 | 1,000 500 300 200 100 | 50 





























araKtn 10,000 | 5,000 
Classifi- | and and end and and and and and and | Under | Total 
cation. | over. | under | under | under | under | under | under | under | under 50. 
10,000. {| 5,000. | 2,000. | 1,000. 500. 300. 200. roo. 
' 
NUMBER OF UNIONS. 
1927 .. 2 16 40 47 49 23 | 2 44 38 53 369 
1948 .: 27 15 38 | 45 46 34 29 47 45 52 379 
5 iar. 26 15 37 45 47 28 34 49 37 56 | 374 
x38 a 2 8 39 41 43 33m | 130 48 35 57 362 
93i .. 26 | 10 35 42 51 29 23 51 | 36 59 362 
— ' 
MEMBERSHIP. 
a j 
1927 .. | 556,402 101,341) 124,686) 65,693 Hadeal 10,649] 6,996 | 6,722 | 2,836 | 1,555 | 911,652 
1928 .. 565,478) 94,520] 121,944) 65,148) 32,738) 13,047) 6,895 | 7,114 9220 | 1,437 | 911,541 
1929 .. | 556,447) 98,868) 117,834] 64,008] 33,720] 10,831] 8,273 | 7,061 2,601 1,525 | 901,168 
1930 .. | 543,235! 57,939] 133,496) 58,476} 31,726; 12,786) 7,030 | 7,007 | 2,485 | 1,577 | 855,757 
193k .. 451,039) Pee pha 58,616) 36,779 Bes 5,485 | 7,470 | 2,564 | 1,582 | 769,006 
PERCENTAGE ON TOTAL MEMBERSHIP. 
hes oth | si) sila: hase Aaf toy Wo vtees | lacs dalle ote 
N27" == 6r207 1? Prt rane | ae 3-8 | rr 0.8 0.7 | 0.3 | 0.2 100.0 
1928 .. 62.0 10.4 1Z3-3/|) (et 3504, [124 0.8 0.8 Ong |: ag Obz 100.0 
1929 .. 61.7 II.o 13.1 7-1 | 357, i. 2 0.9 0.8 | 0.3 | Diaz 100.0 
1930 .. 63.5 6.8 15.6 6.8 3.71 1.5 0.8 0.8 0.3 0.2 100.0 
MOAN at 59.7 9.0 15.8 7.6 | 4.8 1.4 0.7 1.0 | 0.4 | 0.2 100.0 
4 





In the last part of the preceding table the percentage which the 
membership in each group bears to the total membership of all groups is 
given for the years 1927 to 1931. The tendency towards closer organization 
is evidenced by the fact that though membership of trade unions has increased 
since 1912 by 78 per cent., the number of unions having less than 2,000 
members has considerably decreased, viz., from 360 to 291. 


6. Inter-State or Federated Trade Unions.—The following table gives 
particulars regarding number and membership of inter-State or federated 
trade unions having branches in two or more States. The figures include 
inter-State unions registered under the Commonwealth Conciliation and 
Arbitration Act, a3 well as federated unions which are not so registered :-— 


Inter-State or Federated Trade Unions—Number and Membership. 





UNIONS OPERATING IN-— 











PARTICULARS. ToTaL 
2 States. | 3 States. | 4 States. | 5 States. | 6 States.a 

I 16 13 14 20 44 107 

1928 .. 17 14 14 19 43 107 

Number of Unions TOZ9) as 19 13 16 20 43 IIL 
5 da 2 (a Main 18 15 16 19 43 IIL 

593% sb 19 14 rs 23 41 115 

1927 .. | 21,828 42,912 104,965 193,221 377,433 749,359 

1928 .. 22,200 51,225 95,363 175,128 | 398,355 742,271 

Number of Members< 1929 .. 26,055 53,967 107,030 208,721 | 352,765 748,538 
1930 .. 24,699 63,103 99,801 183,399 | 357,469 728,441 


1931 aa 23,992 59,110 93,736 178,712 | 290,457 | 646,007 





(a) Certain unions in this group have, in addition to branches in each of the six States, branches 
in the Northern Territory and in the Federal Capital Territory. 
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The number of organizations operating in two or more States has increased 
from 72 in I9I2 to II5 in 1931, and the percentage of the membership of 
such organizations on the total membership of all organizations has risen 
from 65 per cent. to 84 per cent. during the same period. 


7. Central Labour Organizations.—In each of the capital cities, as well 
as in a number of other industrial centres, delegate organizations, consisting 
of representatives from a group of trade unions, have beenestablished. Their 
revenue is raised by means ofa per capita tax on the members of each affiliated 
union. In the majority of the towns where such central organizations exist, 
most of the local unions are affiliated with the central organization, which 
is usually known as the Labour or Trades Hall Council, or the Labour 
Federation. In Western Australia a unified system of organization extends 
over the industrial centres throughout the State, and there is a provincial 
branch of the Australian Labour Party, having a central council and 
executive, and metropolitan and branch district councils, to which the local 
bodies are affiliated. The central council, on which all district councils are 
represented, meets periodically. In the other States, however, the organiza- 
tion is not so close, and though provision usually exists in the rules of the 
central council in the capital city of each State for the organization of district 
councils, or for the representation on the central council of the local councils 
in the smaller industrial centres of the State, the councils in each State are, 
as a matter of fact, independent bodies. The table hereunder gives the 
number of metropolitan and district or local labour councils, together with 
the number of unions and branches of unions affiliated therewith in each 
State at the end of the years 1927 to 1931. 


Central Labour Organizations—Number, and Unions Affiliated. 


Particulars. N.S.W.| Vic. |Q’land.| S.A. W.A. Tas. | N.Ter.| F.C.T. | Total. 

1927 << 3 5 4 2 8 2 I 25 

1928 .. 3 6 5 2 9 2 I 28 

No. of Councils <{ 1929 .. 3 5 4 2 9 2 I 26 
1930 .. 3 5 5 2 9 2 26 

I193r .. 3 5 6 2 9 3 x 29 

7 1927 J. 98 192 81 65 22 47 3 799 

Ron oF Galons 1928 so: 97 188 83 65 227 55 I = 716 
Unions 1929 .. 87 189 78 64 227 59 I oe 705 
Affiliated 31930 .. 84 188 68 65 237 59 aA ae Jor 
199%: .: 94 175 61 60 208 64 | at 9 671 


The figures regarding number of unions do not necessarily represent 
separate unions, since the branches of a large union may be afhliated with 
the local trades councils in the several towns 1n which they are represented. 


Between the trade union and the central organization of unions may 
be classed certain State or district councils organized on trade lines and 
composed of delegates from separate unions, the interests of the members 
of which are closely connected by reason of the occupations of their members, 
such, for example, as delegate councils of bakers, bread carters and mill 
employees, cr of unions connected directly or indirectly with the iron, steel 
or brass trades, or with the building trades. 


A Central Labour Organization, called the Australasian Council of 
Trade Unions, came into being during 1927. The Council was created to 
function on behalf of the Trade Unions of the Commonwealth, and was 
founded at an All-Australian Trade Union Congress, held in Melbourne in 
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May, 1927. The Australasian Council is based on the Metropolitan Trades 
and Labour Councils in each State ; such bodies having the right to appoint 
two representatives to act on the Executive of the Council. In addition 
to the representatives from the Metropolitan Councils, the Executive consists 
of four officers, viz., the President, two Vice-Presidents, and a Secretary, who 
are elected by and from the All-Australian Trade Union Congress. 


8. Organizations Registered under Commonwealth Conciliation and 
Arbitration Act—Under Part V. of the Commonwealth Conciliation and 
Arbitration Act any employer or association of employers in any industry 
who has employed not less than 100 employees during six months preceding 
application for registration, and any association of not less than 100 employees 
in any industry may be registered.*. Registered unions include both inter- 
State associations and associations operating within one State only. 


At the end of the year 193r the number of employers’ organizations 
registered under the provisions of the Act was 28, with a membership of 
approximately 20,000. At the same date the number of unions registered 
was 132, with a membership of approximately 670,000, representing 87 per 
cent. of the total membership of all trade unions in Australie. 


§ 2. Employers’ Associations. 


1. General.—Recent investigations show that the spirit of association is 
no less manifest in the case of employers than in the case of workers. Associa- 
tions for trade purposes merely are not included in the present chapter, which 
deals with those associations only whose members are united for their own 
protection, and for representation in cases before Arbitration Courts, Wages 
Boards and other wage-fixing tribunals. Associations of employers and 
employees are recognized under the Commonwealth Conciliation and 
Arbitration Act as well as under several State Acts, and such organizations 
may be registered. 


2. Employers’ Associations in each State.—The following table gives 
particulars of the number and membership of employers’ associations in 
each State at the end of the years 1927 to 1931 :— 


Employers’ Associations.—States. 


























| | 
Year. N.S.W. | Vic. Q’land. | S.A. W.A. Tas. Total. 

| | 

NuMBER OF ASSOCIATIONS. 
a | | 
1927 an ne I41 136 77 2 52 27 485 
1928 a ia 146 140 7° 56 59 28 505 
1929 ae = 146 154 80 56 | 62 29 527 
1930 ma oa 146 152 83 58 | 66 29 534 
1931 AS es 148 | 157 | 85 60 | 67 30 547 





| | 

© Under the Arbitration (Public Service) Act an association of less than 100 employees may be 
tegistered as an organization, provided that its members comprise at least three-fifths of all persons 
engaged in that industry in the Service. 
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Employers’ Associations.—States—continued. 
ierivie ocd gape | | | | | 
Year. | NS.w. | Vic. | Q'land. | S.A. | Wa. Tas | ‘Total 
inn! eotenloeanat | | 
NUMBER OF BRANCHES. 
2 3 
1927 825 483 109 i 281 I | 1,699 
1928 907 525 188 | 13 301 1 1,935 
1929 921 | 526 191 rz, 301 6 1,957 
1930 930} 495 197 12 207 7} 1,938 
1931 906 | 465 197 | 18 306 7 | 1,899 
MEMBERSHIP. 
1927 ue | 53,715 | 31,629 | 18,381 6,361 | 10,190 2,464 | 122,740 
1928 ve | 551353 337008 18,393 ic 10,390 fae | ae 
1929 oe 57839 | 30,357 | 20,113 | O71 11,410 9752 | ; 
1930 .- | 56,430 | 37,790 | 18,791 | pe ved | | pig tt7/733} 2,717 | 134,669 
1931 : | 55.417 | 37,389 | 18,807 | 7,311 10,969 132,428 
{ 


| 


2,535 





The increase shown for ‘‘ Number of Branches”’ since the year 1927 
is wholly due to the inclusion of associations representing agricultural 
interests, while the increase in total membership is partly attributable to 
a more complete collection of statistics relating to these organizations. 


3. Employers’ Associations in Industrial Groups.—The figures in the 
table hereunder refer to Australia at the end of the years 1930 and 1931. 


Employers’ Associations—Industrial Groups—Australia. 





Var, 
vill. 
. Other Land Transport 
. Shipping, etc. 

XII. 


ATI, 
SAV. 





Class. 
Manufacturing— 
I. Wood, Furniture, 
eter on. a 
II. Engineering, etc. 
III. Food, Drink, etc. 
IV. Clothing, Hats, 
Grek Be Oa 
V. Books, Printing, 
ete |. me 
VI. Other Manufac- | 
turing ae 
Building 


Mining, Quarrying, etc. 


Pastoral, 
te 


etc. 0 an 
Domestic, Hotels, etc. 
Miscellaneous 


Total 


Agricultural, | 



































Number of Number of “ 
Associations. | Branches. Membership. 
1930 1931. 1930. 1931. 1930. 1931. 
| 
19 20 3 1,607 1,311 
10 16 12 12 3,352 3,028 
113 | ley gt 91 20,585 20,070 
20 | 2x | 2 2 2,147 1,916 
} | 
45 45 2 2 2,970 2,876 
Ge 51 a 3 | 3,847 3,529 
27 | 30 17 13 3,311 2,665 
12 | 12 5 247 241 
19 19 21 21 2,798 2,472 
16 16 | 6 | 7 240 275 
45 47 1,750 1,714 74,409 76,328 
20 | 17 a, | a 1,756 1,541 
131 136 3r | 3r 17,400 16,176 
534 547 | 1,938 | ~ 1,899 134,669 | 132,428 





The female membership of these associations was 5,072 for 1930 and 
5,153 for 1931. 


EMPLOYERS’ ASSOCIATIONS. 127 


The organization of employers is relatively strongest in the pastoral 
and agricultural industries and in the manufacture and distribution of articles 
of food and drink. In the former case there has been considerable growth 
in organization among small farmers, and in the latter the large membership 
is mainly due to the proprietors of shops purveying foodstuffs being 
members of grocers’, butchers’, and other similar associations. 


4. Employers’ Associations in Membership Groups.—The following 
table gives information in membership groups for Australia for the years 


1927 to 1931. 


Employers’ Associations—Membership Groups—Australia. 
































Membershi 1,000 | 500 and | 300 and | 200 and | rooand | 50 and y 
Groups. P andiaver under under under under under Under Total. 
1,000, 500. 300. 200. roo. 5°. 
NUMBER OF ASSOCIATIONS. 
l | 
TH 27.6.6 a 20 23 20 18 60 73 271 48 
1928.. 22 21 23 20 59 75 285 pees 
1929.. 25 18 22 18 60 80 304 527 
1930.. eee 25 2I 19 19 58 78 314 534 
1931.. Bd | 22 20 | 20 21 62 73 329 547 
MEMBERSHIP. 
1927.. . 75,339 16,889 7:773 4,215 8,605 4,788 5,131 | 122,740 
1928.. mF 78,503 15,373 9,391 4,918 8,637 4,911 5,448 | 127,181 
1929.. .. 89,156 13,208 8,568 45467 8,948 5,241 5,754 | 135,342 
1930.. os 88,531 15,039 7:223 | 4,363 8,297 | 5,221 5,995 | 134,669 
I1931.. ae 86,402 13,623 7,854 | 4,800 8,635 | 4,904 6,210 132,428 
J 
PERCENTAGE ON TOTAL MEMBERSHIP. 
| | | | 
1927.. 61 | 14 6 4 74 4 4 100 
1928.. 62 | 12 Zz 4 7 4 4 100 
1929.. 66 10 6 3 7 4 4 100 
1930.. 66 | II 5 ai 6 4 5 100 
1931.. | 65 | 10 6 3 7 4 5 100 
| 1 





5. Federations of Employers’ Associations.—In addition to the 
associations in various industries, there are Central Associations in each 
State, to which many of these separate organizations are affiliated. 
Examples of this kind of association are provided in the Chamber of 
Manufactures, Chamber of Commerce, and Employers’ Federation in each 
State. Further, these State Associations are, in some cases, organized on 
a Federal basis, e.g., there is an Associated Chamber of Manufactures, an 
Associated Chamber of Commerce, and a Central Employers’ Association, 
to which State branches are affiliated. 


The affiliation of these associations is, however, of a very loose nature 
when compared with that of the Federated Trade Unions. Whereas in the 
latter case the central body has complete control of its State branches, in 
the case of the Employers’ Associations the State body generally has complete 
independence, the central body acting in @ more or less advisory capacity 
only. 
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The following table gives particulars for the years 1927 to 1931, so far as 
can be ascertained, of inter-State or federated associations having branches 
in two or more States :— 


Inter-State or Federated Employers’ Associations. 


| 
ASSOCIATIONS OPERATING IN— 



































YEAR TOTAL. 
2 States. 3 States. 4 States. 5 States. 6 States. 
NuMBER OF ASSOCIATIONS. 
1927 | 4 I 4 | 9 14 32 
1928 3 3 3 | 11 16 36 
1929 | 3 | 4 4 10 16 37 
1930 | 4 | 3 | 4 12 | 16 39 
1931 | 5 | 4 4 13 | 19 45 
| 
MEMBERSHIP. 
1927 | 352 315 1,655 | 49,548 | 37,654 | 80,524 
1928 205 1,126 208 59,175 41,511 | 102,225 
1929 | 201 | 1,066 594 60,729 | 43,166 | 105,756 
1930 | 1,169 339 975 61,327 | 43,303 | 107,113 
1931 | 1,190 359 | 741 61,813 | 42,871 | 106,974 
i 








Of the total membership of 132,428 of all employers’ associations, 81 
per cent. are organized on an inter-State basis. The Pastoral, Agricultural, 
&e., section (Class XII.) is the most extensive representative in the federated 
sphere, their numbers covering no less than 53 per cent. of the total member- 
ship of federated organizations. The Food, Drink, &c., section (Class III.) 
and the Miscellaneous section (Class XIV.) are also well represented in the 
federations. 


§ 3. International Comparisons. 


1. The International Labour Conferences.—In Chapter XVII. of 
Labour Report No. 14, information was given with regard to the clauses 
in the Peace Treaty referring to labour conditions. Provision was made 
in the Treaty for the holding of International Labour Conferences, and the 
institution of the International Labour Office. In the Report referred to, 
information was given regarding the activities of the Labour Office, together 
with a brief reference to the five Annual Labour Conferences, which had 
then been held. A short summary of the proceedings at the Sixth Conference 
was given in Labour Report No. 15; of the Seventh Conference in Labour 
Report No. 16; of the Eighth and Ninth Conferences in Labour Report 
No. 17; and of the Tenth Conference in Labour Report, No. 19. 
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The subject-matters discussed, and the names of the Australian delegates 
to the Eleventh, Twelfth, and Thirteenth Conferences were given in Labour 
Report, No. 20, and a short summary of the proceedings, together with the 
names of the Australian delegates, at the fourteenth session of the Inter- 
national Labour Conference, held at Geneva from the roth to the 28th June, 
1930, was given in Labour Report, No. 2r. 


The fifteenth session was held at Geneva from the 28th May to the 18th 
June, 1931. Australia was represented by Mr. Marshall Eddy, employers’ 
delegate, and Mr. Robert Taylor, employees’ delegate. Mr. O. C. Fuhrman, 
O.B.E., was secretary to the delegation. On this occasion the Australian 
Commonwealth was not represented by a Government delegate. 


The Reports of the Australian delegates were presented to the 
Commonwealth Parliament on the 24th February, 1932. Three reports 
were presented, one by the secretary, one by the employers’ delegate, and 
one by the employees’ delegate. The principal items on the agenda were— 
(a) Hours of work in coal mines ; (b) Admission of children to employment 
in non-industrial occupations, and (c) Partial revision of the convention 
concerning employment of women during the night. 


The Conference adopted, by 81 votes to 2, a Convention for the 
limitation of hours of work in coal mines. The Convention limits to seven 
and three-quarter hours per day the hours of work for underground workers 
in all coal-mines, whether hard coal or lignite, the hours being calculated 
from “‘ banktobank’”’. A provision is made for the authorization of overtime 
in certain circumstances and within certain limits, The Convention is to 
come into force after ratification by any two of seven specified European 
countries, the countries referred to being—Belgium, Czechoslovakia, France, 
Germany, Great Britain, Netherlands and Poland. In submitting their 
list of members for the Committee on Hours of Work in coal mines, the 
Employers’ Group stated that they could only furnish the names of 
representatives of European countries, as the oversea delegates indicated 
their inability to take part in the work of this particular Committee owing 
to the fact that, in their opinion, the coal question had been treated by the 
International Labour Office as a purely European matter. 


In connexion with the age of admission of children to employment in 
non-industrial occupations, the Conference decided to place this question © 
on the agenda of the next Session for a second and final discussion. A 
questionnaire is to be prepared and issued by the International Labour 
Office. Among the points upon which the Governments are to be consulted 
is whether the minimum age should be fixed at fourteen years. Other matters 
relate to light employment outside school hours, domestic work, work in 
theatres and film studios, and street trading. 


The Conference adopted, by small majorities, two amendments to the 
Washington (1919) Convention concerning the night work of women. These 
amendments relate to the exemption from the general prohibition of women 
holding positions of managerial responsibility, and to the precise definition 
of the word “ night.”’ The amendments were embodied in a new Convention, 
which, on a final vote failed to obtain the requisite majority, and in 
consequence, was not adopted. 

3548,—5 
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2. Unemployment.—In the following table the percentage of unemploy- 
ment in various countries is shown for each month of the year 1931. The 
figures are obtained chiefly from the Monthly Bulletin of Statistics, published 
by the League of Nations, Geneva :— 


Unemployment in various Countries during 1931. 





Percentage Unemployed During Month of— 

















5 a | ; 5 
Country. Li Rd s | 5 BS 
lee 5 4 | 55 = 5 2 2i¢g 
|} ¢ Ss <4 ' 3 2 = = g S|: 
i s & ° = . s = > fo) S iS) me 
a 2 5 = > g Ly x ry = = S £¢ 
3 o = Ss = = s 2 2 = =~ > 
5 & = < = 5 5 < n =) Zz a | <> 
ee remem eee Ps a ee ee ee ee ee eS es 
Australia .. SE PG Be Mee: | ee ee a Se 28.3} .. -s | 28.0) 27.4 
Belgium .. | 12.1] 11.7] 12.3} 10.0] 7.9] 9.0] 9.0] 9.9] 10.2) rz.1| 12.6] 17.0] 10.9 
Canada . | 16.0] 15.6] 15.5] 14.9] 16.2] 16.3] 16.2] 15.8) 18.1| 18.3) 18.6) 21.1) 16.9 
Denmark .. | 24.2] 26.0] 22.1] 15.3} 12.3] 11.3} 11.8) 12.8] 12.2) 15.8] 22.1) 32.2) 318.2 
Germany *: | 34.2] 34.5] 33.6] 31.8] 29.9) 29.7, 31.0] 33.6) 35-0] 36.6] 38.9] 42.2) 34.3 
Great Britain | 21.3 21.6] 21.3] 20.7] 20.6} 22 1| 21.9] 21.9] 22.4] 21.8] 21.3] 20.8] 23.4 
Hollan® .. -. | 23.2] 23.5] 21.8} 14.3] 12.2] 1.7) 13.3] 15.3] 15.7] 18.0] 22.1) 27.8} 18.2 
Sweden .. .. | 19.9] 18.4] 19.6] 17.4] 13.4] 12 3| 12.3} 13.3] 14.0] 17.0] 19.9] 27.1] 17.1 
Switzerland a ae Le] [ieee ly >: 3-6] ae " ZO) oe sha 30.1) 5.9 


3. Trade Unionism in other Countries.—The following table gives 
the membership of Trade Unions in the principal countries. The informa- 
tion has been obtained from various sources, but chiefly from the 
publications issued by the International Federation of Trade Unions. 


Trade Unions—Membership, 19380 (or latest date). 





No. of No. of 
Country. Organized Country. Organized 
Workers. Workers, 

Argentine Ee za 280,000 | Ireland .. . aE 101,880 
Australia .. S6 ers 855,757 | Italy xg i -. | 3,732,930 
Austria... ee ae 767,143 | Japan... * * 370,000 
Belgium .. as ne 748,020 | Korea... 2 ai 123,000 
Brazil a i ve 270,000 | Latvia .. os he 25,524 
Canada... = <6 22,449 | Lithuania = a 18,486 
Ceylon : ; 114,000 | Luxemburg “rs fe 17.615 
Chile sa 204,000 | Mexico .. a .. | 1,836,530 
China .. | 2,800,000 | New Zealand 43 3 IO1I,526 
Cuba ae a 71,186 | Norway .. me = 140,632 
Czechoslovakia <<, |" 1,283,326" | Peru = AR A 25,000 
Denmark .. a = 339,170 | Philippines RK ve 67,000 
Dutch East Indies .. 2% 32,000 | Poland .. = .. | -979,000 
Egypt Eh ‘< 60,000 | Portugal ts wR 20,000 
Estonia a 13,336 | Roumania sy A 3 30,141 
Finland 2 90,321 | Russia .. 2” .. {13,489,000 
France .. | 1,281,250 | South African Union if 118,281 
Germany .. .. | 8,370,202 | Spain .. ee 35 946,000 
Great Britain .. | 4,824,627 | Sweden .. 4 ye 651,151 
Greece ee 82,775 | Switzerland ag = 291,194 
Holland be 571,357 | Uruguay oe es 28,484 
Hungary .. a 140,880 | United States 2 .. | 3,768,567 
Iceland re I1i,921 | Yugoslavia ae 5 48, 
India at | 170,900 





4. Retail Prices of Food—Various Countries.—The following table shows the average retail prices of the chief items of food in 
the principal cities of the countries specified. The prices have been extracted from official publications and reports :— 


Average Retail Prices of Food in Principal Cities—Australia and Other Countries—1931. 
(Particulars extracted from Official Publications and Reports.) 


ps Le, a 2 a = ———E 









































AUSTRALIA, NEw ZEALAND. 
Unit 
Article. or aoe Sydney. Melbourne. Wellington. Christchurch. 
ity. 
Feb. May. Aug. Nov. Feb. May. Aug. Nov. Feb. May. | Aug. Nov. Feb. May. Aug. | Nov. 
d. d, d. d. d. d. d. d. d, d. d. d, d. d. d, d. 
Bread si 2 Ib. 5.08 5.48 5-45 5-43 4.50 4.05 3.60 3.85 7.00 7.00 7.00 7.00 6.50 6.50 6.50 6.50 
Flour, ordinary 25 lb. 39.11 45.72 44.78 47.22 35.50 30.10 29.30 33-30 | 64.50 | 63.00 | 60.50 | 61.00 | 57.00 | 57.00 | 57.00 | 57.00 
Tent... axe Ib. 27.67 27.78 28.00 28.00 29.00 28.00 27.60 27.60 | 27.75 | 25.00 | 24.75 | 23.75 | 25.75 | 24.25 | 22.75 | 22.75 
Coffee ae ” 23.67 23.50 23.61 23.50 25.90 25.90 26.30 26.20 | 29.25 | 30.25 | 26.25 | 26.25 | 23.75 | 22.75 | 24.25 | 24.25 
Sugar. . ae » 4-56 4-56 4.56 4.56 4.50 4.50 4.50 4.59 2.25 2.25 2.00 2.50 2.00 2.00 2.00 2.50 
Rice .. oe m3 3-53 3.53 3.56 3-53 3.50 3.43 3.48 3-53 2e75) 2375) 2.50 2.50 3.00 2.50 2.25 Zhe) 
Oatmeal on i 3.42 2.91 2.99 3.04 3.10 2.75 2.73 2.80 4.00 3.00 3.20 2.70 3.80 3.20 3.05 2.90 
Raisins a "a 8.50 8.17 8.11 8.39 9.30 8.75 8.25 8i55\ [N4575!| 45758] (4.750) 215-50 | 3575 | 5.7504) 5.00) jpt5n5° 
Potatoes ay 14 lb. 17.90 16,00 16.70 23.20 10.71 8.07 8.79 12.50 | 19.50 | 13.75 | 10.75 9.50 | 20.00 | 12.00 6.00 5.75 
Onions ve Ib. 2,00 1.70 1.60 1.60 1.04 0.73 0.80 1,00 2.75 1.50 T75 3.00 3.00 1.00 2.00 3.50 
Milk .. 30 quart 7.50 ate 7.00 6.75 6.55 6.45 6.10 6.00 5.00 6.50 6.50 5.50 6.00 5.00 5.00 5.00 
Butter Ib. 20.56 18.89 19.22 18.50 20.35 18.65 18.70 18.11 | 15.00 | 14.00 | 15.00 | 14.25 | 14.25 | 14.75 | 12.25 | 12.50 
Cheese ae > 11.78 11.33 11.89 12.17 14.95 14.45 14.85 14.65 | 10.00 AE 8.25 8.25 9.75 9.75 8.00 8.00 
Eggs .. ae dozen 20.72 27.00 14.72 14.67 15-75 23-50 13.85 11.40 | 24.75 | 30.50 | 19.25 | 13.75 | 16.25 | 26.75 | 12.75 | 10.75 
Bacon Ib. 10.19 9.56 9.50 9.72 12.81 10. 88 10.50 10.75.) 15.00 | 14.25 | 44.00 || 13.75 | 15.75) 34.25 || 13.25 | 12.75 
14.78 13.89 13.89 13.94 18.45 15.70 15.45 15-55 
Beef, sirloin .. " 9.80 9.70 8.95 8.85 9-40 9.10 8.70 8.00 -}-—7-95-|—-95 75" |\-—-9275-|-7-50°|--8. 50 | 8. §0-| —8.50"} 850 
Swexib ae .- 7.65 7-40 6.70 6.90 7.75 7.80 7.25 Ge7ZONh 52501 5050) 1s 55500|u 500n| 72.001) 67500) || 77100 7.25 
, steak, rump ” 14.80 14.80 13.05 12.95 15.50 15.10 13.70 12.90 ]| 10.00 | 11.50 | I1.00 | 10.75 | 11.50 | 11.50 | 11.25 | 11.50 
Mutton, leg .. » 6.60 6.20 5.85 5-70 5.85 5-45 5.65 5.60 5.50 5.75 6.00 6.00 6.25 6.25 7.00 7.00 
» chops. . ” 6.15 6.00 5.60 5.60 4-10 3.95 4.20 4-05 | 6.00] 5.75 | 6.00] 5.75 | 5.50] 5.00] 6.00 | 6.00 
to to to to to to’ to to 
8.60 8.05 7-45 7-35 7.67 7.44 7.17 6.83 
Pork chops A a II.go0 II.10 10.85 10.65 10.35 9.85 10.25 10.30 SA ie ce we mis ne 
i 
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Average Retail Prices of Food in Principal Cities—Australia and Other Countries—1931—continued, 
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Unit 
Article. Q oF : Capetown. Johannesburg. 
uantibty, 
Feb. May. Aug. Nov. Feb. May. Aug. Nov. Feb. May. Aug. 
d, d. d. d. d, d, d. d, d, d, 
Bread fn 2 Ib. 3.50 3.50 3.38 3-50 7.83 7.83 7.83 7.83 Laws! 7.70 72 0r 
Wlour, ordinary 25 lb. 42.86 40.18 38.39 40,18 83.40 82.71 2.29 82.07 78.18 77.8% 977.10 
Tea ai Ib. 3.50 22.25 21,00 20.75 33.09 32.50 31.70 31.10 30.69 30.31 28.21 
Coffee fA es bf E <b 20.09 19.70 19.20 19.00 18,06 17.88 T7520 
Sugar # 2.50 2.50 2.50 2.50 3.55 3.50 3-50 3-48 3.80 3.92 3.84 
Rice rf a; ate f v 3.00 2.72 2.56 2.61 4.84 4.50 4.16 
Oatmeal rf 4 Ap 3.94 4.07 3-79 3.04 4.20 42 4.18 
Raising Re ae, a +4, a 10.18 10, 30 9.60 9.60 9.84 9.63 9.74 
Potatoes 14 Ib. 14.00 17.00 15.50 16.50 23.22 23.72 25.67 27-49 20.16 20.13 25.06 
Onions Ib, *~ ie a as 2.19 2.29 2.50 2.56 2,00 2.09 2.62 
Milk quart 6.50 5.75 5.75 6.25 7.50 7.50 6.33 6.33 6.57 6.53 6.60 
Butter lb. 18.50 16.50 16.75 17.25 21,82 21.80 22.10 21.60 19.56 19.63 19.74 
Cheese , IX.25 10.25 10,00 11.00 16,86 16.65 16,20 15.40 16,24 15.70 15.37 
Eges dozen 21.00 15.00 21.00 30.00 aaren 29.25 18.38 oi 21.75 36.38 15.33 
es 13.86 13.50 12,00 11.83 12.56 12.00 10.89 
jacon Ib. 12.00 11.50 II.50 10.25 Aelia 23.75 23.75 22.63 19.13 18.81 17.06 
Beef, sirloin . . A ace ae ah = 9.75 8.38 8.19 8.24 8.17 7.78 7.81 
rib S| (a)16.00 (a)15.75 (a)15.75 (a)15.25 9.55 6.25 6.05 6.05 5.00 4.89 4.96 
us »  L](b)10.00 | (b) 9.50 | (0) 9.75 | (b) 9.50 
» steak, rump ir (a) LP (a) mie (a) Ne (a) - 11.50 = * 49:05 aed 10,71 10,26 10,27 
Q)17.25 Q)r7.2 Q)17.25 a)16.25 9.35 ; 52 52 R wie ra 
aa leg .. » { (b)10.75 | (b)10.00 | (b)10.25 | (b)10.00 rae : . 
ork chops .. & ia ice ve ba 


















(a) British, 





(b) Chilled or frozen. 
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Average Retail Prices of Food in Principal Cities—Australia and Other Countries—19381—continued. 



































(a) Dominion average. 


(b) Average for all towns, 




















CANADA, 
Unit UNITED STATES OF AMBRICA.()) 
Article, or Ottawa. Montreal. 
Quantity. hee 
Feb. May. Aug. Nov. Feb. May. Aug. Nov. Feb. May. Aug. Nov 
d. d. d, da. d, d. d, d, d, d. d. d, 

Bread ae eA 2 1b. (a)6.40 (a)6.20 (a)6.10 (a)6,00 (a)6. 40 (@)6.20 (a)6.10 (a)6.00 8.00 7.70 7.40 7.30 
Flour, ordinar. oS 25 Ib. 48.75 46.25 47.50 45.00 46.25 47.50 46.25 45.00 50,00 46.25 42.50 41.25 
Tea «t ee Ib. 28.15 28.70 28.25 27.30 29.05 29.20 28.85 28.10 38.25 397-25 37-79 37-55 
Coffee ar ae A 26,60 26.35 25.70 23.90 27.20 27.20 26.10 24.50 18.65 16.75 16.20 15.90 
Sugar os a ¥ 2.95 2.05 2.90 2.85 2.90 2.85 2.75 2.70 2.95 2.80 2.85 2.80 
Rice ~ vie a 5.10 5.05 5.25 5.00 4.70 4.85 4.75 4.60 4.45 4.25 4.05 S75: 
Oatmeal tf wt Ay 2.65 2.65 2.60 2.35 2.45 2.50 2.55 2.45 4.20 4.00 3.95 3.95 
Raisins a “a 8.00 7.79 8.27 8.91 8.11 8.43 8.48 9.23 5.65 5.50 5.60 5.70 
Potatoes aie 4G 14 lb, 11.57 9.99 9.61 7.93 10.50 10.36 7.47 7.47 18.90 19,60 15.40 1.98 
Onions cfr ma Ib, 2.60 3.70 2.85 2.30 2.30 3.40 2.35 2.10 1.80 2.30 2.25 2.2 
Milk es ie quart 6.00 5.50 5.50 5.50 6.00 5.25 5.25 5.25 6.50 6.15 6.05 6.00 
Butter “y 5 Ib. 18.65 12.45 13.40 13.10 18.85 13.50 13.65 13.60 18.15 15.60 17,20 18.70 
Cheese . se » 15.10 12.20 13.15 Il.95 13.50 Ir.3r5 ras 10.80 15.60 13.70 13.25 13.40 
Begs a v. dozen rin ee 13.05 peice 30.45 21.15 15.55 17.95 29.40 13.60 12.40 15.95 19.85 
. i 16.80 13.50 12.80 9.90 15.80 14.65 13.00 10.40 

Bacon K a Ib. S28.§0 Seas r4ey0 arse ere ert $3208 ae 19.60 18,80 18.30 16.05 
Beef, sirloin . . a } st we a re an ate ed a th an or an 

aif @xr1b <5 ye » 11.65 rsxs Il. 40 9.60 13.20 13.55 13.05 11.70 15.25 14.55 14.25 13.65 

at steak, rump a ” 14.60 14.60 14.85 12.40 15.60 15.40 14.55 13.00 17.95 17.25 17.30 10.15 
Mutton, leg .. “1 iy 13.55 13.20 1.35 0.85 14.05 14.65 12.95 rr.60 in ata 7 ; 
Pork chops .. 0 % 10,40 10.85 10,60 7-75 10.75 T1.15 10.35 7.95 13.80 15.05 16,65 12.50 
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134 APPENDIX. 


APPENDIX. 


Section I. 


Wholesale Prices, Melbourne—Averages for years 1930 and 1931. 





| } 
COMMODITY. UNIT. 1930. 1931. CoMMODITY. Unit. 1930. 1931. 


















































go te a 8. d. 8. d. | Group V. GROCER- | s. d. 3s. d 
on—Pig— IES, ETC.— 
Mixed Nos. ton 140 0 }| 140 0 Currants ee | Ib. oe 7 ° 7% 
Rod and Bar . 410 Io | 410 o |j Raisins Ea = 11 o7 o 64 
Angle ae = 320) 325 6 Herrings -- }doz. 1-Ib.| 
Fiate = “ 270 0 325 10 gah tins i a “ 
oop a = 355 0 358 9 almo 4 Pr | 
Galvanized | Sardines .. |doz.hlvs.| 7 9% 8 7 
Corrugated by 488 4 546 0 Tea ae Ib. Re. me ee 
_Wire Fencing 33 297 3 | 345 0 \ Coffee ee = 2. re 2 
Zinc—Sheet .. e 1,250 0 |1,250 0 |} Cocoa x B = 3 et ee 
Lead—Sheet a F 810 10 700" oO 1} Sugar me ton | 777 10 777 10 
Piping a3 906 8 790 0 Macaroni - Ib. ° 3 o 54 
Copper—Sheet 1 5¢ r 5} Tapioca - cwt. 20 8} 21 6&4 
Coal (on Wharf) ton 43 10 40 2 Rice 5 ton | 525 0 504 2 
Tinned Plates box 29 68} 40 10 Salt—Fine  _. z Imz 1 133 Ir 
Quicksilver Ib 3 10¢ 3 rok || ‘cae = La = 150 0 | 170 ro 
Group II. Woot, “| tins | 45. of | 45 0 
COTTON, ETC,.— | | Starch Re Ibs) | | eer } © 10% 
Jute Goods— Blue ¥ * I om} 1. o¢ 
Gemeet | eeeeass || seas | -1| a lime | os 
ornsacks .. - 4 I ndles =a i 
Woolpacks .. | each 3 92 4 of || Kerosene .. | gallon } m6 | 26 
Leather— | | | 
Chrome Box } } j 
Hide = ft. i Of} © 103 | | 
eri 4 Grovp VI. Meat— | 
Sides. Ib. I 3H) 1 2 eet . | roolb. | 47 321 32 of 
Hough “oer - eye meee -- | Ib. 2 = : 4 
plit .. r ° F =a ” 
Cotton—Raw o 7 | o 6} Veal = iu o 5% o 4% 
Wool re i © of | oO 9% || Pork 4 s °o 7k o st 
Tallow ee ton 560 7 4II 11 
Grovp IIT. Acrr- | 
CULT’L PRoDUCE—| { | 
Wheat .. | bushel 3 rot 2 5%|| Group VII. i | 
Flour me ton aig 7, 146 9 BUILDING i i 
Pollard meme) Sr of 4 Timber, Floosing | 
ollar : ze 140 3 5 in 
Oats .. | bushel 2 11% 2 Of” 6x14 . |Tooft. = 25 9t 27 32 
Oatmeal ae ton 494 2 385 I0 6x% a ts 20 I or A 
Barley—English bushel 3 si 2 74 ‘ x : te | 18 a 19 7 
‘a “ 2 I = e I 
Maize i. ; meen Ber 7 caer Weatherboards | a | 14 Of} 15 Of 
hd ton = II 140 Oregon -| Br ap = as 
Taw * 4 40 E 
Peas bushel = 64 4 10} Shelving , »» 471 Ir SII 3 
Potatoes ton 109 II 87 4 Cement ail cask 2m 3 22 3 
It bushel 6 10} 5 8t White Lead .. ton 1,215 3 {1,150 © 
Chaff ton 94 0 68 7 
Onions = 7o 6 79 90 
| 
eyes IV. Dairy | = VITl. 
ODUCE — EMICALS— 
Ham Sis Ib. | 1 5% I I% — of a Ib. 1 5é r 8 
Bacon ae i oe or arbonate ts 
Cheese == “ I ae I 3 Soda ton 289 7 408 4 
Butter a: = | 1 63 i 4h Saltpetre ae ms 835 5 950 0 
Lard ae pa o 10% o 84}}| Sulphur ae ns 220 oO 247 It 
Eggs ne doz. | I 2 | of Caustic Soda .. on 550 0 550 0 
Honey o =i Ib. ° * ° s Pod =. 7 “ar 
eeswa. oF - = 5 I2 se : 
Condensed Milk |doztins| 10 3% 9 4% Alum = ton 442 1 553 4 
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NoTE.—In many instances these prices are the averages of certain brands which have been on the 
market for a great number of years, and these particular commodities and prices were therefore adopted 
in the scheme of computing the index-numbers for fluctuations in wholesale prices generally. 





Article. 


Groceries, &c.— 
Bread ; 
Flour 
Tea 
Coffee 
Sugar 
Rice 
Sago 
Jam 
Oatmeal 
Raisins 
Currants 
Starch 
Blue 
Jandles 
Soap 
Potatoes 
Onions 
Kerosene .. 
Dairy Produce— 
Milk 
Butter 
Cheese 
Kegs rtf 
Bacon, Middle 
My Shoulder 
Ham 
Meat— 
Beef, Sirloin 
» Ribs 
» Flank 
» Shin 
Steak, Kump 
» Shoulder 
» Stewing oie 
Beef, Corned Round 
» Brisket, with 
bone 
without 
bone 


” ” 


Mutton, Leg 
i Shoulder 


Loin 

it Neck 
Chops, Loin 

» Leg 

a Neck 
Pork, Leg 

» Loin 

» Belly 

» Chops 


doz, 


Unit. 


2 |b. 
25 |b. 
Ib. 


Ib 
14 Ib. 
lb. 
gal. 


quart 
Ib. 


” 
doz. 


sq. 


Average Retail Prices of Chief Food Items in Sydney during each Month of the Year, 1931. 


January. |February. 


d, 
5.03 
39.33 
26.06 
23.67 
4-56 
3-53 
3.25 
6.48 
3.01 
8.50 
8.44 
9-33 
14.00 
10.67 
5.30 
24.80 
2.20 
ALez7. 


7.60 
18.56 
11.89 
19,00 
14.83 
10.31 
18.33 


10.15 
7.80 
7.89 
6.00 
15.30 
7-95 
6.95 
8.75 


4-75 


6.80 
6.95 
5-15 
8.39 
3.90 
8.90 
8.40 
6.40 
12.10 
12.45 
9.68 
12.56 


NRW 
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HH 
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” 
SN 


nN 
7 


a8 


-65 


March. 


mH 
AOCFO COW AWW 

un 

° 


~ 
aN 
nw 

° 


2 

oT 
w 

a 


BANS UNNO 
ao 
° 


+95 
06 
“45 
.20 
“55 
+75 
»590 
BS 
+43 
. 80 


xe 
ROR RAN OE DAAGD & 


~ 


April. 


d 


5-53 


41 


27. 
23. 

4- 
-53 
-25 
-37 
08 
+33 
.28 
-50 
Ane 
-67 
-30 
.60 
-70 
-36 


nH 
ACOSO BROW AWW 


~ 
HO 


nv 
* 


n 
PANS ENNO 


aH 
CrHHOAN DWH aAUNAD A 


~ 
~ 


94 


67 
50 
56 


.30 
19. 
Laie 
25. 
14. 
+75 
a 


33 
06 
Ir 
67 


-90 
-60 
80 
85 
.99 
-70 
.90 
-50 


“55 


+55 


“55 
.00 


06 
60 
.20 
605 
00 
+50 
.90 
68 
.85 


| 
| 


May. 


d 


5 


45. 

25 

23. 
4 


HRM nv K Me 
Owns On HR OM OF DO DON QWW 


~ 


Save uUnn_e N 


- 
SCAN GBWNS AD =| 


~~ 
= OOM 


+43 
72 
78 
50 
-56 
-53 


+25 
+37 
-91 
IG) 
ae 4 
+39 
It 
.67 
+30 


-00 
-70 
.36 


15 
+99 
33 
.00 
.89 
.56 
+39 


-70 
+40 
-65 
+79 
80 
+55 
bo 
+25, 


-40 


30 
20 
+75 
.72 
+45 
05 
+55 
00 
+75 
.00 
+93 
+10 


June. 


He 
A ORD MON AWW 


~ n 
on 


” 
~ 


HN 
Cen 


~ 
SONS UNNOS NX 


~ 
- 


~ 
on 





YA 
PWN AM 


] 
Laon) 


~ 
SCUNNWNAAD 


.95 


.80 
xo 
98 
-99 


July. 


d. 
5 


we nv wR mH 
OPornron eH AMOS YO DOWN QWWS 


H 


NQNRWUN OO ay 


am 
BOCVUVNevsuuw A 


Il, 


+43 
-44 
-61 
-50 
«56 
-53 
-25 
+37 
-99 
a2 
wt7 


+39 
rig 


.67 
+29 
mao 
+79 
-36 


.00 
28 
mae 
-56 
06 
+72 
+50 


+20 
.90 
+40 
-65 
-25 
+35 
-55 
“45 


+05 


.60 
+95 
+50 
-40 
-30 
+75 
.20 
-70 
65 
+75 
“45 


95 


August. [September | October. 


November.| December. 





d. d. d. 
5-45 5-45 5.38 
44.78 44.56 44.78 
28.00 28.00 28,00 
23.61 23.50 23.50 
4.56 4.56 4.56 
3-56 3-53 3-53 
3.28 3.28 3.28 
6.48 6.52 6.52 
2.99 2.99 3.04 
8.11 8.11 8.39 
8.17 Binx7 8.33 
9.56 9.56 9.50 
14.11 14.22 14.33 
10.67 10.72 10.72 
5.30 5.30 5.30 
16.70 18.40 20.80 
1.60 1.60 1.60 
20286 21.36 21.36 
7.00 6.95 6.85 
19.22 18.22 18.78 
11.89 12.00 de ie 
14.72 14.44 14.44 
13.89 13.89 13.89 
9.50 9.590 9.61 
16.94 16.94 16.94 
8.95 8.95 8.85 
6.70 6.85 6.90 
7.20 Rens 7-15 
5.50 5-50 5.45 
13.05 12.95 12.95 
7.05 7.95 7-95 
6.30 6.35 Cred) 
9.20 7.15 7.05 
3.95 3.70 3.65 
5-50 5-50 bide be) 
5.85 5.60 5.70 
4-55 4.45 4.40 
Fats 7.20 7.05 
3.30 3.10 3.20 
7-45 7-45 7-35 
7.00 7.00 6.95 
5.60 5-55 5.60 
10.75 10.65 10,65 
10.90 10.80 10.80 
8.45 8.35 8.45 
10.85 10,70 10.70 


d. 
5-43 
47.22 
28.00 
23.50 
4.56 
3-53 
3.28 
6.52 
3.04 
8.39 
8.44 
9.50 
14.33 
10,83 
5.27 
23.20 
1.60 
21.36 
6. 
18. 


Cnn) 

NOWADN 
NNODHKHUN 

MRErNvou 


oo 
ou 


+95 


NON AUN AG 
~ 
nu 


“OO 
onn 


-60 


~~ oma 
SCMROCANNWNAUUA Ww 
fe) 
° 


| 
} 
] 


“x = ~ 
SOCUNNYWNVAUMH Ww NQAQKANVNAG 
Nx 
° 


10,60 





Average, 
Year, 1931 


27.69 
23.55 
4.56 
3-53 
3.26 
6.44 
ees 
8.31 
8.31 
9.44 
14.17 
10.71 
5.30 
18.69 
1.75 
21.35 


hen 4 
19.03 
11.87 
19.30 
14.23 
9.85 
17.58 


9.39 
7.21 
7.48 
5.66 
13.89 
7-40 
6.55 
7.80 


4.16 


5.97 
6.13 
4.69 
7.58 
3-41 
7.89 
7.38 
5.81 
11.05 
11.25 
8.94 
II.22 
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Sxoction Il.—continued. 
Average Retail Prices of Chief Food Items in Melbourne during each Month of the Year, 1931. 




















Article. Unit. | January. | February.) March. April. July. August. |September | October. | November.| December. Year ten. 
d. d d d | d. d d d a 
Groceries, &c. 
Bread Ac ays a2lb. 4. 4-30 4-10 3.60 3.60 3.60 3.60 3.85 4.00 3.96 
Flour ss no 25lb. 35. 33.40 32.40 28.50 29.30 28.80 28.65 33-30 34.75 31.62 
Tea ae my Ib. 28. 29.20 28.90 27.60 27.60 } 27.60 27.60 27.60 27.60 28.11 
Coffee ao ae “A 25. 25.60 25.90 26.20 26.30 26.20 26.20 26.20 26.20 26.06 
Sugar Ee eh ni 4 4-50 4-50 4.50 4-50 4-50 4.50 4.50 4.50 4.50 
Rice vf a Fe 3 3.50 3-45 3.38 3-48 3.55 3-53 3-53 3-53 3.49 
Sago itd me Fi 2, 2.89 2.94 2.83 2.83 2.89 2.89 2.89 2.89 2.88 
Jam A a, a 6. 6.54 6.45 6.35 6.17 6.17 6.2 6.37 6.67 6.46 
Oatmeal .. an “hy 3 2.90 2.75 2:93 2.73 2.73 2.80 2.80 2.95 2.82 
Raising... a rf 9 9.10 9-25 8.55 8.25 8.25 8.25 8.55 8.60 8.73 
Currants .. ae re 8 8.45 8.45 8.00 8.10 8.10 8.00 8.20 8.20 8.22 
Starch ra Ka a 10. 10.2 10.20 9.90 9-95 9.95 9.95 9-75 9.70 9.97 
Blue Pa -. | doz. sq. 12. 12.35 12.40 12.05 12.05 12.05 12.05 12.05 12.05 12.20 
Candles .. AS Ib. Il. 10.90 10.75 10.75 10.85 10.85 Ir.10 rx.x0 II.10 10.99 
Soap ac am D 5. 5-49 5-39 5-34 5-34 5-34 5-29 5-29 5-29 5.37 
Potatoes .. nor ry4)b. r7 10.29 10.2r 7.07 8.79 II.29 Ti5y 12.50 13.86 10,38 
Onions = o Ib. 5 0.89 0.89 0.80 0.80 0.82 0.75 I.00 1.54 0.95 
Kerosene .. ; gal. 22 22.21 22.21 21.71 21.71 21.51 21.51 21.44 21.44 21.80 
Dairy ee ee 
Milk Bre quart 6. 6.55 6.55 6.25 6.10 6.10 6.00 6.00 6.00 6.31 
Butter we abs lb. 18. 20.90 18.65 18.75 18.70 18.2 18.65 18.11 16.90 18.79 
Cheese my An a5 Ts 14.95 14.85 14.65 14.85 14.80 14.65 14.65 14.55 14.75 
Eggs ee doz. 15. 16.50 22.50 17.70 13.85 12.40 12.10 11.40 12.70 16.48 
Bacon, Middle * Ib. 18. ry 16.30 15.30 15.45 15-45 15.65 15.55 15.65 16.24 
»  Shouider re ie r2. 12.38 tx. 35 10.50 10.50 10.44 10.88 10.75 10.75 II.24 
Ham 5 ve “ 18. 18.33 16.75 15.44 15.89 15.78 15.89 16.00 15.89 16,60 
Meat— 
Beef, Sirloin oe ” 9. 9.15 9.15 8.75 8.70 8.40 8.05 8.00 7.85 8.78 
» Ribs ate - 8. 7.60 7-35 7.20 7.25 7.20 6.60 6.70 6.50 7.30 
» Flank n A a. 7.22 7-17 7.06 6.89 6.89 6.67 6 67 6.56 7.02 
» Shin . ” 6. 5.65 5-50 5.50 5-45 5-35 5.15 5.30 4.90 5.5% 
Steak, Rump 5 ri 16. 15.00 14.80 14.10 13.70 13.20 13.00 12.90 12.70 14.19 
» Shoulder Pr 8. 8.20 8.30 7.85 7.70 7.55 7.40 7.50 7.10 7.92 
Stewing a a. 6.90 6.85 6.45 6.45 6.35 6.20 6.20 6.00 6.61 
Beef, Corned Round © A 9- 8.50 8.70 8.05 8 95 8.05 7.85 8.10 7.90 8.36 
» Brisket, with 
bone ry 5. 4.80 4.80 4.65 4.60 4.60 4-55 4.35 4.15 4.71 
3 + without 
bone i Ne 6.65 6.60 6.20 6.40 6.25 6.15 6.20 5.90 6.49 
Mutton, Leg a Ft 6. 5.55 5.70 5-65 5.65 5.65 5.60 5.60 5-45 5.67 
3 Shoulder .. » 3: 3-10 3.15 3.50 3.65 3.60 3.40 3.40 3-35 3.40 
”» Loin as A 6. 5-55 5-45 5-65 5-45 5.50 5-45 5-30 5-40 5.60 
Neck 5 ~ a 2.85 2.90 3.05 3.00 3.00 2.90 2.95 2.85 2.97 
Chops, po i; i 5 6.95 6.95 6.80 6.85 Ons 6.65 6.70 6.40 6.84 
” Leg fc . rhe 7 33 7.28 eee aay, 7.06 7.00 6.83 6.67 7.23 
Neck ae oF 4. 3.70 3.85 4.40 4.20 4.15 4.00 4-05 3.80 4.05 
Pork, Leg a ne ro. 9-45 9.25 9.40 9-45 9.80 9.50 9.70 9.50 9.54 
» we) Gin ff 10. 9.65 9.40 9.40 9.70 9.70 9-50 9.80 9-61 9.67 
” ried oe » 10. 9-25 9.35 9.05 9.30 9.20 9.10 9.35 9.06 9.36 
»” ps oe >> re a 10.15 10.15 20.10 10.25 10.10 9.90 10.30 ro. 17 10.19 
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Average Retail Prices of Chief Food Items in Brisbane 





Article. 


Unit. 





Groceries, &¢c.— 
Bread : 
Flour 
Tea 
Coffee 
Sugar 
Rice 
Sago 
Jam 
Oatmeal 
Raisins 
Currants 
Starch 
Blue 
Candles 
Soap 
Potatoes 
Onions 
Kerosene .. 

Dairy Produce 
Milk ot 
Butter 
Cheese 
Eggs ave 
Bacon, Middle 
re Shoulder 
Ham 
Meat— 
Beef, Sirloin 
. Ribs,. 
» Flank 
» Shin 
Steak, Rump 
2 Shoulder 
»  Stewing ‘ 
Beef, Corned Round 


» Brisket, with 
bone 
os as without 
bone 
Mutton, Leg 
» Shoulder 
» Loin 
+> eck 
Chops, Loin 
“p Leg 
ae Neck 
Pork, Leg 
s Loin 
» Belly 
5, Chops 
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during cach Month of the Year, 1931. 








April. May. June. July. 
d. d, | fi d. 
5.25 5-25 | a5) ae) 

47.45 47-45 B: 45 47.36 

26.00 26.27 25.50 25.14 

28.58 28.67 282% 28.30 
4.46 4-46 4.46 4.46 
3-41 3-45 3-45 3-45 
2.92 2.92 2.90 2.88 
5-52 5.52 5.64 5.45 
2.70 2.70 2.70 2.70 
9.36 9-41 9.36 9.32 
8.82 8.82 8.77 8.77 
8.95 8.9% 8.91 8.86 
Ir.45 II.45 11.45 Beaty: iy 
10.55 10.55 10.55 10.55 
4.07 4.07 4.07 4-05 
14.91 12.59 11.50 12.18 
I,i2 0.96 0.94 0.99 
18.09 18.09 18.09 18.00 
6.45 6.45 6.45 6.35 
20.36 20.27 20.14 19.86 
11.23 II.14 11.09 11.59 
21.91 22 Ae 24.00 14.41 
13.09 12,555 12.45 12.05 
8.55 8.14 8.09 7-95 
15.22 15.15 15.15 15.15 
8.05 7.85 7.70 7.28 
5-55 5.45 Baas 4-70 
4.06 4.00 3-78 3-22 
3.65 3-65 3-65 3-40 
II.00 10.95 19.65 9-65 
5-55 Lyne 5-40 4.990 
4.45 4-49 4.40 4.90 
7.10 7.90 6.90 6.30 
3-50 3.50 3-44 3-06 
5.60 5-45 5-35 4-80 
5.90 5.80 5.85 5.60 
3-50 3-50 3-50 3.00 
5.50 5.25 5.40 4.90 
1.89 1.89 1.89 1.70 
5.90 5-70 5.70 5.45 
6.05 5-95 5.85 5.60 
4-30 4-30 4.20 3.90 
9-45 9-35 8.95 8.45 
9.60 9.45 8.95 8.45 
7-35 Uipay 6.85 6.60 
9-65 9-50 PERS Pye Pics Pees 8.55 
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-9X 
-50 
-00 
+30 
46 
+45 
+90 
+39 
-70 
«50 
-14 
-09 
532 
.32 
+91 
-32 
+33 
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+40 
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-95 
.10 


-23 
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+35 
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15 
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Average, 
ear, 1931. 


d, 
5-17 
46.50 
25428 
28.44 
4.40 
3-44 
2.90 
5.48 
2.73 
9.41 
8.83 
9.03 
IX.41 
10.45 
4.07 
16.18 
1.15 
17.76 


6.39 
19.94 
11.16 
15.44 
12.36 

8.31 
15.17 


7.65 
5.11 
3-55 
3-53 
10.30 
5.23 
4.20 
6.66 


B25 


5.19 
5.72 
3-34 
5-17 
1.84 
5-65 
5.82 
4.07 
8.95 
9.02 
6.98 
9.07 
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SECTION LL.—contunued. 


Average Retail Prices of Chief Food Items in Adelaide during each Month of the Year, 1981. 
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Article. Unit. | January. |February.| March. June. July. August. |September.| October. |November. | December. Your ee 
Groceries, &c.— d. d. d. d. d. d. d. d. d. d. d. 
Bread 35 2 2 Ib. 4.50 4.00 4.05 3-95 4.00 4.00 4.00 3.90 3.90 3.90 4.02 
Flour e. a 25 lb. 34.20 2.15 29.70 27.80 27.50 26.60 26.25 27.25 30.90 31.95 29.26 
Tea ae an Ib. 25-45 25-45 25.45 24.75 24-75 25.05 25.05 24.95 25.05 25.05 25.05 
Coffee ab ra ” 25.70 25.50 25.50 24.37 24.17 24.07 24.17 23.45 23-45 23.45 24.49 
Sugar at oe 9 4-43 4-43 4-43 4-40 4-40 4-40 4-40 4-40 4-40 4-40 4-40 
Rice a 5 ” 3-55 3-55 3-55 3-45 3-45 3-45 3-45 3-45 3-40 3-40 3-48 
Sago - ae i 2.95 2.90 3.00 2.80 2.85 2.85 2.80 2.85 2.80 2.80 2.87 
Jam we hie ” 5-95 6.00 6.23 6.07 5.84 5-92 5.92 5.96 5.96 5.99 6.01% 
Oatmeal .. Bs ” 2.94 2.94 2.79 2.53 2.53 2.34 2.34 2.34 2.34 2.36 2.57 
Raisins .. a ‘A 6.90 6.90 6.90 6.75 6.75 6.65 6.60 6.55 6.50 6.45 6.71 
Currants .. oF ” 7.00 7-05 7-05 6.90 6.90 6.95 7.00 6.90 7-05 7-35 7.0% 
Starch a as os 8.50 8.50 8.45 8.40 8.40 8.20 8.20 8.10 8.00 8.00 8.30 
Blue ia .. | doz. sq. 11.80 11.85 11.85 I 11.85 11.85 11.85 11.85 11.85 11.85 11.85 11.85 
Candles .. ar Ib. 10.95 10.85 10.85 I 10.85 10.85 10.85 10.85 10.85 10.85 10.85 10,86 
Soap oe Ey * 4-41 4.36 4.36 4-17 4.19 4-31 4.29 4.29 4.29 4-29 4-32 
Potatoes .. am 14 lb. 12.29 10.71 10.43 8.43 8.00 10.00 12.50 13.57 15.29 21.86 I1l.93 
Onions at at lb. 1.00 1.00 1.00 0.92 0.93 0.96 1.14 1.14 1.06 1.05 1.0L 
Kerosene .. a gal. 20.16 20.16 20.56 19.93 20.03 19.73 19.73 19.73 19.73 19.73 20.00 
Dairy Produce— 
Milk os Se quart. 7.00 7.00 7.00 6.80 6.00 6.00 6.00 6.00 6.00 6.00 6.48 
Butter ar pA Ib. 19.85 20.95 21.10 18.30 17.65 17.00 16.28 17.17 16.65 15.70 18.31 
Cheese ae i ms 9-95 10.60 10.95 10.55 10.85 10.65 10.65 10.70 10.70 10.70 10.65 
Eggs oh any doz. 10.70 12.50 12.60 18.05 13.85 9.35 7.20 Gees. 7.35 10.60 12.12 
Bacon, Middle ne lb. 12.55 12.40 12.35 11.50 11.20 10.65 10.20 10.50 10.45 10.60. I1l.33 
- Shoulder .. rf} 10.00 9.94 9.56 8.19 8.22 8.00 Bae, 7.94 7.94 8.28 8.71 
Ham a8 BS ” 15.67 16.19 16.19 15.13 15.00 14.00 13.44 13.56 13.94 14.22 14.87 
Meat— 
Beef, Sirloin Be » 9.20 8.80 8.85 : 8.55 7-85 7.65 7.40 7.20 7.00 6.95 8.09 
» Ribs 46 ” 7-39, 6.80 6.80 : 6.40 5.80 5-50 5.35 5.10 5.05 5.15 6.04 
» Flank ae ny 8.70 8.50 8.50 8. 8.50 7-70 7-50 7.30 7.20 7.00 6.85 7.9% 
» _ Shin x » 6.40 5.90 6.20 6. 6.10 5-70 5.65 5.60 5.30 5.20 5.10 5.82 
Steak, Rum ee a 13.80 13.90 13.70 aa 13.30 12.50 12.20 12.00 II.50 II.30 Ir.20 12.72 
» Shoulder .. ” 9.10 8.90 8.80 8. 8.60 8.20 7-90 7.70 7.70 7.60 7.30 8.27 
»  Stewing Bs a5 8.50 8.20 8.20 8. 8.00 7.40 7.20 6.90 6.90 7.00 6.70 7.62 
Beef, Corned Round ” 9.60 9.50 9-40 9- 9.00 8.25 8.10 8.10 8.10 8.15 8.15 8.75 
» Brisket, with 
bone » 5-75 5-75 5-38 5. 5.38 4-88 4-75 4.38 4.38 4-75 4.75 5.09 
PA » without 
bone ” 7-45 7-35 7-35 6. 6.55 6.20 6.00 5.80 5.60 5.85 5.90 6.50 
Mutton, Leg a ” 7.60 7-40 7-35 7s 7-30 6.80 6.60 6.25 6.25 6.20 6.20 6.90 
y Shoulder .. ” 6.20 6.15 6.25 6. 6.05 5.90 5-55 5.35 5.25 5.35 5.25 5.81 
ES Loin a * 7.10 eons Fats 7: 6.85 6.55 6.45 6.30 6.10 6.05 6.05 6.65 
n Neck ea Pi 5-45 5-45 5-45 5- 5-35 5-05 4-95 4.85 4-45 4-45 4.40 5.05 
Chops, Loin oe A 8.80 8.50 8.50 8. 8.30 7.80 7-70 7-50 7.40 7.30 7.10 7.98 
PS Leg 4 i 9.40 9.20 9.20 9. 9.10 8.50 8.30 8.10 7.80 7-90 7.70 8.64 
» Neck i a 6.70 6.70 6.70 6. 6.60 6.20 6.10 5.90 5-95 5.95 5.65 6.31 
Pork, Leg a 9.80 9-65 9-55 9. 9-55 9.10 9.10 9.00 8.85 8.95 8.70 9.28 
» Loin a 10,00 9-95 9.85 9 9-65 9-50 9.60 9.20 9.30 9.30 9.10 9-59 
aa elly 5 a 10.00 9.85 9-75 9- 9.35 9.50 9.50 9.60 9.10 8.90 8.90 9.47 
» Chops 5 a 11.00 10.65 10.55 Io. 10.35 I0.05 10.00 10.00 9.60 9.70 9.50 10.18 
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Average Retail Prices of Chief Food Items in Perth during each Month of the Year, 1931. 
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verage, 
Article. Unit. | January. |February.| March. April. May. June. July. August. |September.| October. | November.| December. Yon 193%. 
Groceries, &¢.— d. d. d. d. d. d. d, d. d. d. d. d. d. 
Bread te ts 2 1b. 5.00 4.50 4.50 4.50 4.50 4.50 4-45 4.40 4-30 4.20 4-15 4.15 4-43 
Flour oi st 25 Ib. 35-10 34.50 32.00 32.20 31.40 32.20 31.60 31.60 31.00 32.30 35-50 35-30 32.89 
Tea aya sis Ib. 26.40 27.00 27.00 27.20 27.20 26.90 28.00 27.40 27.40 27.10 27.10 27.00 27.14 
Coffee a a6 ay 22.50 22.70 22.80 22.70 22.70 22.70 22.70 22.70 22.50 22.50 22.50 22.50 22.64 
Sugar Se 5 “a 5.00 5.00 5.00 5.00 5.00 5.00 5.00 4.94 4-55 4.50 4.50 4-50 4.83 
Rice aK ole fs 3.88 3.98 3-93 3.88 3.88 3.83 3.80 3.85 3-75 3075 3-75 3-70 3-83 
Sago ate sts “ 3.33 3.38 3.18 3.08 3.08 |, 2.95 2.90 2.95 3.00 3.00 3.05 3.05 3-08 
Jam or ee = 6.98 6.73 6.60 6.62 6.45 6.25 6.18 6.00 6.33 Ger3 6.19 6.27 6.40 
Oatmeal .. es is 3-49 3-44 3.29 Bos 3.24 3.19 3.14 3.14 3.09 3.09 Koes 3-19 3-23 
Raisins... e iy 8.25 8.20 8.20 8.15 8.05 8.05 8.15 8.20 8.10 8.10 8.15 8.25 8.16 
Currants .. ats Rs 8.40 8.35 8.40 8.40 8.40 8.40 8.35 8.35 8.30 8.30 8.40 8.60 8.39 
Starch oe BS 8.85 8.75 9.15 8.85 8.85 8.85 8.70 8.70 8.60 8.55 8.60 8.60 8.76 
Blue ats .. | doz. sq. 16.15 16.15 16.15 16.15 16.15 16.15 16.15 16.10 16.30 16.30 16.40 16.40 16.21 
Candles .. ve lb. 11.55 11.60 II.50 Ir.40 Ir.40 Ir.40 1r.35 11.40 II.40 11.40 11.40 Ir.40 Il.43 
Soap drt we “4 5.48 5.27 4-95 4-95 4-95 5.26 yee id 4.35 4.40 4.29 4.23 4.17 4-79 
Potatoes .. as 14 Ib. 12.70 13.30 14.30 14.40 14.30 13.40 13.05 13.40 16.70 17.50 20.30 17.10 15.04 
Onions ie ne Ib. 175 1.66 1.66 1.65 1.60 1.50 1.60 1.65 1.65 1.60 I.70 1.60 1.64 
Kerosene .. os gal. 22.35 22.35 22.35 22.35 22.25 22.25 22.11 22.11 22.11 22.25 22.25 21.95 22.22 
Dairy Produce— 
Milk ya m8 quart 8.20 8.20 8.20 8.10 8.10 7.80 7.50 7.10 7.05 6.95 6.95 6.95 7-59 
Butter ate = Ib. 18.30 20.30 21.90 21.10 20.20 19.55 18.60 18.30 18.30 18.90 18.80 17.65 19-33 
Cheese ae os 11.25 Ir.50 11.55 175 11.55 I1l.45 11.30 11.55 11.85 11.65 II.90 II.90 11.60 
Eggs a = doz. Ir.10 15.80 16.30 23.30 26.00 18.90 15.70 10.45 9.15 8.60 9-85 9.80 14.58 
Bacon, Middle as Ib. bias i] 17.50 17.40 16.70 15.60 15.70 15.30 15.30 14.90 14.90 14.80 14.80 15.85 
», Shoulder .. i 9.22 9.22 9.28 9.11 9.30 9-30 8.95 8.95 8.85 8.85 8.85 9.05 9.08 
wa ts He + 18.89 19.00 19.10 18.40 17.50 17.10 16.80 16.50 16.30 16.40 16.40 16.60 17.42 
ea 
Beef, Sirloin re ne 9.20 9.20 9.10 9.00 8.00 8.30 7.40 7.60 7.60 7.40 7.20 7.20 8.10 
» Ribs me “A 7.60 7.80 7.60 7.40 6.90 6.90 6.20 6.30 6.30 6.10 5.80 5.80 6.73 
» Flank ts es 8.40 8.50 8.50 8.50 7.60 7.79 6.50 7.20 7.50 7.11 7.20 7.20 7.66 
» Shin ae ey 6.80 6.80 6.80 6.70 6.20 6.10 5.90 5.50 5.80 5.75 5.50 5.50 6,11 
Steak, Rump PA ay 15.60 15.80 15.60 15.50 14.20 14.40 13.90 13-40 13.40 13.50 13.60 13.40 14.36 
» Shoulder oe 4 8.40 8.60 8.50 8.30 7.40 7.60 7.00 7.00 7.10 7.00 7.20 7.20 7.6% 
»  Stewing ‘ Ee 7.70 7.80 7.70 7.40 6.70 6.90 6.30 6.20 6.40 6.40 6.40 6.30 6.85 
Beef, Corned Round b> 8.80 9.10 8.90 8.80 8.05 8.00 7.50 7.40 7.60 7.30 7-40 7.40 8.02 
» Brisket with | 
bone 3 5-45 5-45 5.55 5.30 4-75 5.05 4-30 4.22 4.44 4.00 3.78 3.78 4.67 
” 3 without 
bone Ay 6.65 6.90 6.80 6.80 6.20 6.35 5.85 5.65 5.80 5.60 5.50 5.40 6.13 
Mutton, Leg 5 én 6.15 6.15 6.15 6.05 6.85 6.35 6.05 5-75 Se75 5-55 5.40 6,10 6.03 
* Shoulder .. ” 4-15 4-85 4-75 4.70 5.10 4-55 4-35 3.85 3-95 3.80 3-35 3-95 4.28 
Loin ae A 6.10 6.10 6.00 6.00 6.20 5.85 5.50 5.60 5.60 5.25 4.80 5.60 5-72 
5 Neck ae ” 3.85 3-95 4-00 4.00 4-45 4.20 B75! 4.00 3-90 375 3.40 4.00 3.94 
Chops, Loin Br Fy 6.60 7-00 6.80 6.60 7.20 6.70 6.10 6.00 6.00 5.70 5.55 6.15 6.37 
» Leg As FY 7.10 7.30 7.00 Foro! 750: 7.10 6.50 6.40 6.10 5.75 5-55 6.25 6.64 
» Neck 35 a 4.50 4.70 4-60 4.60 4-90 aans 4-45 4.50 4.40 4.15 3.80 4.20 4.46 
Pork, Leg 7 sy 10.55 10.45 10.25 9.95 10.00 9.80 9.70 9.35 9.30 9.05 8.90 9.40 9.73 
1s Loin: are i 10.40 10.00 10.30 10.20 Io.1I0 9.70 9.40 Qur5 9.20 8.90 8.95 9.20 9.63 
» Belly a0 ss | 8.60 8.35 8.45 8.25 8.45 8.05 7-55 7255 7.30 7.05 6.85 7.40 7.82 
» Chops ae Se | 10.90 10.90 10.90 10.70 10.60 10.40 9.90 | 9.90 9.80 9.10 9.00 9.60 10.14 
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Szorton II.—continued. 
Average Retail Prices of Chief Food Items in Hobart during each Month of the Year, 1931. 








Average, 





Article. Unit. | January. |February.| March. April. May. June. Jaly. August. |September. | October. | November.| December. Year, 1937 
, 5 
Groceries, &c.— d. d, d. d. d. d. d, d. d, d. d. d. d. 

Bread an sa 2 Ib. 4.50 4.50 4.00 4.00 4.00 4.00 4.00 4.00 3.95 3-90 4.00 3-95 4.06 

Flour a at 25 lb. 35.60 34-40 35.10 32.80 33-50 33.00 32.80 32.50 31.80 33-45 39.60 39.00 34.406 

Tea at of Ib. 27.20 27.90 27.90 27.70 28.00 28.50 27.90 28.00 28.00 28.00 27.90 27.60 27.89 

Coffee a =A Fe 23.80 23.80 23.80 23.80 23.80 23.80 23.80 23.80 24.00 23.20 23.20 23.20 23.67 

Sugar i a _ 4.50 4.50 4-50 4.50 4.50 4-50 4.50 4.50 4.50 4.50 4.50 4.50 4.50 

Rice eae _ a 3.85 3.85 3.85 3.80 3.80 3-70 3.70 3.70 3-70 3.70 3.70 3.70 3.76 

Sago on s ”» 3-65 3.65 3-65 3.65 3-95 3-45 3-45 3-45 3-45 3-45 3-45 3-50 3.54 

Jam o se ef 6.75 6.68 6.62 6.58 6.52 6.42 6.45 6.38 6.18 6.22 6.29 6.38 6.46 

Oatmeal .. a, 3 3.68 3-70 3.66 3.54 3-44 3.40 3-34 3-30 3-35 3-35 3.41 3-46 3-47 

Raisins .. oe Hr, 9.40 9-40 9.50 9.40 9.50 9.50 9.60 9.60 9.60 9.70 9.70 9.70 9.55 

Currants .. ied re 9.25 9.25 9.05 8.95 8.95 8.85 8.95 8.85 9.05 8.95 9.00 9.00 9.01 

Starch 2 aa oa 10.20 10,20 10.20 10.20 10.20 10,10 10.10 10.20 10.20 10,20 10.20 10.20 10.19 

Blue ae -.- | doz. 8q. 12.05 12.05 12.05 Tr. 75 11.85 1I.45 11.85 12.15 12.15 BOGE} IX 75 TIe75 11.88 

Candles .. ae Ib. 10.75 10.75 10.75 10.75 10.65 10.55 10.55 10.80 10.80 10.80 10.80 10.80 TOW 

Soap « a 2 5.46 5-40 5.46 5.50 5-50 5.70 5-60 5.85 5.85 5.85 5.85 5.85 5.66 

Potatoes .. x5 14 |b. 19.17 17.44 16.76 15.56 14-17 13.30 12.45 12.45 12.55 12.55 12.55 L735 14.67 

Onions as oe Ib. 2.00 2.00 1.50 1.44 1.44 1.35 1.60 1.50 1.43 1.43 1.80 1.90 1.62 

Kerosene .. is gal. 25.2 25.24 25.24 25.2 25.24 25.44 25.44 25.60 25.45 25.70 25.70 25.60 25.43 

Dairy Produce— 

Milk = ais quart. 7.00 6.90 6.90 6.80 6.70 6.30 6.10 5.50 5.40 5.45 5-45 5.30 6.15 

Butter ae a. lb. 17.05 20.00 21.05 18.90 18.50 18.60 18.90 18.80 18.10 18.80 18.10 16.80 18.64 

Cheese ate oan 1: 12.80 12.90 13.00 12.90 12.70 12.990 12.90 13.00 13.00 13.00 13.00 13.00 12.93 

Eggs oe oe doz. 12.00 16.60 15.10 23.30 23.60 23.80 12.60 13.05 9.05 9.05 9.20 10.75 14.85 

Bacon, Middle me Ib. 14.89 15.00 14.89 14.67 14-33 14.00 13.60 13.80 13.90 13.80 13.90 13.90 14.22 
im Shoulder .. = 8.56 8.56 8.56 8.56 8.22 7-90 7.90 8.20 7.80 7-90 7-90 8.20 8.19 

Ham te re en 16.25 16.25 16.2 15.00 15.00 15.75 15.00 15.50 15.50 15.00 15.25 15.20 15.50 

Meat— 

Beef, Sirloin 7 4 9.80 9-40 9-40 9.20 9.10 8.990 8.50 8.80 8.70 9.00 8.90 8.60 9.03 
» Ribs ote in 8.00 7-59 7.60 7-50 7-40 7.05 6.90 7.30 7.20 7-40 7.10 7.10 7.34 
» Flank ae 7 7.10 6.90 7.00 6.80 6.60 6.30 6.20 6.10 6.30 6.40 6.50 6.30 6.54 
» _ Shin ar ” 5.11 4°44 4°44 4-56 4.78 4.22 4-11 4.33 4-33 4.33 4.14 4.44 4.44 

Steak, Rump ne i 14.40 14.20 14.20 13.80 14.00 13.56 13-44 12.70 13.10 12.80 13.20 13.30 13.56 
»» Shoulder ore 55 7.60 7-20 7-20 7.15 7.20 6.90 6.60 6.90 6.70 6.70 6.80 6.80 6.98 
>» Stewing aah oa 7.50 7.30 6.80 6.80 7.20 6.10 6.00 6.30 6.20 6.50 6.60 6.50 6.65 

Beef, Corned Round 5 9.40 9.20 9.00 8.80 8.60 8.40 8.50 8.30 8.10 8.20 8.50 8.60 8.63 
» Brisket, with 

pone 4 5.00 4-75 4.80 Pah) 4.85 4.61 4-50 4-45 4-50 4.50 4.68 4.60 4.67 
” Pri withou 
bone ” 7.78 7-44 7-44 7.22 7-22 6.89 6.78 6.83 6.67 6.67 7.00 6.89 7.07 

Mutton, Leg Ye ” 7.20 6.15 6.15 6.10 6.15 5.25 5-25 5-45 5.50 5.50 5.90 5.80 5.87 
oe Shoulder .. » 5-25 4-40 3-95 4-15 4-45 3-70 3-55 3-75 3.79 3.99 4.30 4.05 4.10 
in Loin Me ” 6.85 6.00 5.60 5-75 5-75 5-25 5.25 5.60 5.65 5-45 5.50 5675 5.70 
3 Neck a ee, 5-35 4.60 4-45 4.35 4-50 3.85 4-05 4-05 4.25 4.2 4-35 4.40 4.37 

Chops, Loin 7 ” 9.40 8.80 8.20 8.40 8.35 7.70 7.50 7.60 7.50 7.70 7.70 7.70 8.05 
» Leg oe » 9.80 8.60 8.20 8.50 8.15 8.30 8.20 8.00 7.80 8.10 8.10 8.00 8.32 
» _Neck ” 6.60 6.20 5.90 5.80 6.05 5.60 5-35 5-30 5-40 5.50 5.70 5.40 5.75 

Pork, Leg a of 10.80 10.50 10.50 10,10 10.00 - 8.80 .80 9.40 9.10 9.50 9.90 9.60 9.75 
a oin on ” Ir.40 10.80 10.90 10.40 10.30 9.00 8.90 9.30 9.10 T0.00 10.38 9.90 10.03 
» Belly are en 11.20 10.50 10.30 9.90 9.60 8.80 8.60 8.60 8.70 9.20 9.80 9.20 9.53 

10.90 10.80 10.10 9.9° 10.20 10.30 10.80 10.80 10.50 10.73 


» Chops oo » 12.00 11.30 Ir.10 


ofr 
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Weekly House Rents (a) in Metropolitan and Country Towns. 
ee Ee ee TEI) Be WE D8 ets SP ee. 
WEIGHTED AVERAGE WEEKLY RENTS FOR 4 AND 5 


Town. 





Rooms CoMBINED. 
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1927. 1928 1929. 
&. d, 8. d. &. d. 
New SoutH WAaLEsS— 
Sydney a0 Be 2505 251112 25007. 
Newcastle .. Be Ay Se 23 4 24 0 23 10 
Broken Hill .. Bc a ote T5) 3 S05) 15 5 
Goulburn... ac ay, ais 25; 0 26 o 27 3 
Bathurst .. Ae 8 os 19] I 19 6 19 4 
Welghted Average 24 1 24 9 25) \( 
Victoria— 
Melbourne 230 23 11 24 1 
Ballarat af ae bebo 14 10 15 6 
Bendigo me me a of 7) 4 17 5 18 o 
Geelong aa Fe ae ai 2I Ir ne Gy zo 8 
Warrnambool wa e 17) 5 18 3 18 8 
Welghted Average 22 4 23 2 23 4 
QUEENSLAND— 
Brisbane xe 18 4 18 6 18 6 
Toowoomba 16 4 16 0 I5 10 
Rockhampton aa I5 4 Tag 13°11 
Charters Towers ae wa 21-5) 14 II 16 5 
Warwick aC aa or 16 5 14 11 I4 II 
Weighted Average af te 17 8 (cars) i? 9 
SOUTH AUSTRALIA— 
Adelaide wa 20 9 22 6 2x 8 
Kadina, ete. Itt 2 Io 7 9 9 
Port Pirie .. z5; 5 I5 5 5 4 
Mount Gambier Imi 3 T2°}z I2 4 
Peterborough ig”, 7 16 Ir I7 12 
Welghied Average 20 90 2 6 20 9 
WESTERN AUSTRALIA— 
Perth AG we 20 3 20 8 2t 0 
Kalgoorlie .. Im Ir TDerT II Ir 
Northam 19 8 20 2 20 2 
Bunbury “7a 15 8 T4059 I4 10 
Geraldton 19-2 2I 0 2r 8 
Weighted Averaga 19 3 19 8 19 tt 
TASMANIA— 
Hobart “5 * “fe ae 23 20 8 20 6 
Launceston .. zs a ¢ ry 4. 18 7 18 3 
Burnie An his a3 ae 16 II 17 2 17 2 
Devonport .. of ie Be 16 4 15 8 16 2 
Queenstown os 3 ea Io I ir 5 
Welghted Average Fi ar ae 19 4 19 4 3 3 
Weighted Average, Australla sid “a 22 0 p27 8 22 10 





26 


2 


26 
21 


25 


22 
15 
16 


19 
19 


2t 


17 
16 
15 


14 
{6 


20 


15 
12 
17 


19 


21 
14 
19 
17 
23 


20 


20 
17 
16 
17 
14 


{8 
22 


1930. 
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1931. 


22 
19 
15 
21 
19 


22 
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14 
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16 
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14 
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(a) The rents are shown to the nearest penny. 


142 APPENDIX. 


Section IV. 


Minimum Rates of Wage for Adult Male Workers in the Main Occupations in the Capital 
City of each State for a Full Week’s Work, at 31st December, 1981. 


NOTE.—Ruling or predominant rates of wage are distinguished from Award, Determination or 
Industrial Agreement rates of wage by an *. Except where otherwise specified by a numerical prefix In 
small type, the hours of labour constituting a full week’s work are forty-eight, vide footnotes below. Award, 
Determination or Agreement Rates are quoted from the latest Awards, Determinations, or Agreements which 
were in force at the 3ist December, 1931. Where two or more Award, Determination or Agreement 
Rates are quoted, the reason for such is that different rates of wage have been fixed for various classes or 

rades of work. In certain cases of this nature the wages are shown in the form (say), 78s. 9d. to 92s. 3d. ; 
ndlcating that in addition to the two rates specitied, there are also certain intermediate rates in force. In 
other cases the rates are shown in the form 89s. and 92s., indicating that there are only two minimum or 
standard rates In force for different classes or grades of work, and that there are no intermediate 
minimum or standard rates. 


Group I.—Woob, FURNITURE, SAWMILLS AND TIMBER YARDS. 














2 8 Le DIS RS eS ee Ge eer" ees Se 
Industry and Occupation, | Sydney. | Melbourne. | Brisbane. Adelaide. Perth. Hobart. 
I s. d. | 8. d. 8. d. 8. d, & d. 8. d, 
Coopering— 
Coopers ot vs 92 8 *I20 0 *106 6 79 «8 *roz 6 "110 
Furniture— 
Cabinetmakers oe "98 o 88 8 "99 11 85 1 *88 10 89 7 
Carpet Planners +B "98 0 88 8 ey 85 1 7a) 5 89 7 
Chairmakers 3 %8 Oo 88 8 "99 1 85 1 688 10 89 7 
French Polishers + 98 0 88 8 "99 Ir 85 1 "86 5 89 7 
Upholsterers i. 98 o 86 Io *99 11 R33 688 ro 87 9 
Woodcarvers %98 0 88 8 S99 II 85 1 *88 ro 89 7 
Wood Machinists .. | ‘98 o 75/2 to *99 Ii 71/7 to *86/5 & 76/1 & 
88/8 85/1 88/10 89/7 
Mattress Making—Wire— 
Finishers .. le 93,6 80 7 "93 6 76 11 ; 8: 5 
Makers be is "93 6 80 7 %93 6 76 11 *84 0 8r 5 
Picture Framing— | 
Compo. Workers He "98 0 79 8 "93 0 x 7 “Sr of, 
General Hands i; %8 0 80 7 93 0 66 2 81 4 67 11 
Gilders ae is "98 0 82 4 "93 0 74 3 3:2 wae 4 - 
Mount Cutters i. "98 Oo 82 4 "93 o 74 3 81 7 
Saw Milling and Timber 
Yards— 
Box and Casemakers. . 81 0 74 8 “82 11 69 4 72.4% vf at 
Labourers .. be 79 2 63 11 82 Oo 58 6 62 64 10 
Machinists— 
Box Printing 4 72 11 66 7 "82 11 6x. 3 64 10 67 6 
Boults Carver i 89 1 82 10 88 6 a 5 8r o 83 8 
Nailing .. & rhe 69 4 "82 11 63 11 67 6 70 2 
Planing .. .. | 81/ to 86/5 |74/8 to 80/1} "87 7 69/4 to 74/8 al to | 75/7 to 81/ 
78/4 
Shaping .. $s 89 1 82 10 *1or 4 77 «5 81 o 83 8 
Ordermen .. bi 8r o 74 8 "84 10 69) gt} eye Tf 73° 7 
Saw Doctors Ss 67 2 90 11 %97 8 85 6 89 1 9I 10 
Sawyers— 
Band or Jig .. |8x/ to 91/10|74/8 to 85/6} 90 4 69/4 to 80/1 a 75/7 to 86/5 
3 
Circular .. .. |79/2 to 86/5 cay to "87 7 (67/6 to 74/8|71/1 to 78/4|73/10 to Br/ 
0/t 
Stackers .. s 5 7 69 4 %7 8 63 11 67 6 9a "2 
Wood Turners c 89 1 82 10 “9r 3 ae 81 0 83 8 





Group II.—ENGINEERING, METAL WORKS, ETO. 











Industry and Occupation.| Sydney. | Melbourne. | Brisbane. Adelaide. Hobart. 
8. d. 8. d. 8. d. 8. d. 8, d, 
Agricultural Implements— 
Assemblers x *90 6 rede ee is 65 3 ‘ 
Bulldozermen - 6 6 76 6 ve jo 8 4 
Drillers oa = *90 6 7o 2 ry 64 4 ‘ 
Fitters Bb Re 96 6 76/6 to 80/7 i 70/8 to 74/8 ‘ 
Labourers—unskilled *78 6 67 1 A 61 3 
Machinists—Iron .. "90 6 73 10 in 67 11 7" 
Painters—Brush ey 683. 0 69 9 63 11 “ 
Seroll a £90 0 80 7 74.8 " 
Patternmakers oo | “Ins 87 9 81 11 i 
Sheet Iron Workers .. *94 6 80 7 74 8 ‘ 
Strikers ea ae *78 6 i ae 4 65 3 





Various numbers of hours constituting a full week's work. 


(3a) 35 hours. (4) 36 hours. (4b) 4o hours. (5) 42 hours. (5a) 43 hours. (6) 44 hours. (7) 
44% hours. (8) 45 hours. (10) 46 hours. (z0oa) 46 hours. (11) 46} hours—Daylight, 48 hours, 
artificial light, 45 hours. (12) 47 hours. (12@) 473 hours. (13) 47% hours. (28) 56 hours. (33) 
60 hours. (33a) 62 hours. (38a) 88 hours per fortnight. (386) 86 hours per fortnight. (39a) 96 hours 
per fortnight. (64) 48 hours (summer), 46 hours (winter). 


Industry and Occupation.| Sydney. 
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a. -d, 
Boiler Making— 
Journeymen ee F92)03 
Raillwaymen ys "117 6 
Brassworking— 
Coremakera 2) *78/9 to 
92/3 
Dressera.. - vee 
9/8 
Finishera .. ae Ay, 2 to 
92/3 
Furnacemen ae * 61 5 
Moulders .. ay pk: to 
92/3 
Cyclas— 
Assemblers # *92 0 
Frame Builders ie *93\-4 
Repairers .. ass 893 4 
Turners (Motor) Ja #92° 3 
Elactrical Installation— 
Cable Jointersa ae 318 6 
Fitters a i *11B 6 
Mechanics .. a *172 6 
Patrolmen .. a, 
Wiremen .. Bey S372 6 
Other Adults fe) 
Electrical Supply— 
Armature Winders .. "118 6 
Cable Jointere ae "118 6 
Instrument Makers .. "118 6 
Linesmen .. re “112 6 
Meter Testers ae *x12z_ 6 
Patrolmen—Night Be 
Shift Electriclans .. "118 6 
Switchboard Atten- 

danta os or 

Other Adulte 
Esecirieal Trades— 

Fitters ae ars "118 6 
Techaalcs Be e. 2ri25 6: 
Wiremen .. * *xz2) 6 

Electroplating— 
Platers a, Bt "85/1 to 
92/3 
Polishers .. a. "98/6 to 
103/ 
Engen — 

Jacksmiths ow tem 930 2 
Borers and Slotters .. $92 3 
Brasefinishers eA "90/5 & 

92/3 
‘oppersmiths x f 5:93_ 2 

Drlliers—Radial fa 582° § 
Fitters be ae $92 3 
Millers ; te | FO zaas 
Pattern Makers oie "100 4 
Planers— 

Rall ra Plate, meee Si6 5 ae 

Other ns $92 3 
Shapers a $92 3 
Turners *92 3 


lronworking—Assistants— 


Boilermakers’ Helpers ef 

Labourers 76. x 
Engineers’ Labourers *76 1 
Furnacemen’s Assists. "46. x 
Moulders’ Labourers. . 46" S 
Strikers .. ow $76/1 & 
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Section IV.—continued. 
Group II.—ENGINEERING, MBTAL WORKS, ETO.—continued. 
—— 
Melbourne. | Brisbane. | Adelaide, Perth. Hobart. 
e. d: yee t.-— @: 8. d. A 8. d. 
$85 6 97 8 neo * 88 10 * 3 
6 
* 8s: 6 £97 8 odie [ie «| Sgr $5 a7 
*72/ & “97 8 "66/2 & © 88 10 *72/11 & 
85/6 2 79/ 86/5 
in & 78 4 *65/3 & 57643 *72/ & 
I 67/1 
78/4 & *97 8 72/5 & * 88 10 Fei re 
; 85/6 79/8 86/5 
74 8 ih be $65 3 * 84 0 72 0 
7. 
*72/ & *94/ to "66/2 & * 88 10 d 
72/11 & 
85/6 97/8 79/8 6/5 
85/6 & 90/ ees *B0/ tog0/| 76/3 & 
97, 81/7 
g0/ & 92/3| *°97 8 | *80/ to 90/ , 76 0 
go 0 £97 8 | *80/ to 90/ Ae 76 0 
*85 6 10%". 4 © 797 8 * 88 10 *86 5 
85/6 & $98 1 79/8 & 86/5 & 
B7/4 81/5 88/2 
© S764 *100 10 $ 8x 's5 * 88 10 * $s 2 
81 11 *98 1 76 1 * 88 Io 82 Io 
72/11 & 79 «~9 67/1 & ie 73/10 & 
81/11 76/% 82/10 
8x 11 *98 1 76 1 * 83 2 82 4 
63 11 *77, 0 58 1 sik Sa 64 10 
87 *100 Io 81 5 * 88 ro 88 2 
85/6 & *98 1 79/8 & " 86/5 & 
87/4 81/5 88/2 
87 4 *100 10 81 5 * 88 to 88 2 
81 IL 98 1 76 1 *84 0 82 I0 
77/5 & 80/7| * ‘98 x | 71/7 & 74/8 Ae 78/4 & 81/5 
72/11 & *79 9 | 67/1 & 76/1 73/10 & 
81/11 82/10 
81/11 & *II0 10 82/10 & 
57/4 88/2 
80 7 27740 74 8 81 
63 11 $77 0 58 1 64 ¥ 
*87 4 *100 10 * 8x2 15 * 88 10 * 88 2 
81 11 Soak 76 1 * 88 10 82 10 
81 11 ©98 1 76 1 * 84 0 82 10 
*78/4 & * 88 o *72/5 & * 88 Io 79/2 & 
85/6 79/8 86/5 
93 0 "82/6 to 75 0 wa 
88/ 
*86 5 S3or 4 £805 7 * 88 10 * §% 
“85 6 *97 8 e70n ae * 88 10 * 86 
78/4 & *97 8 72/5 & 88 10 79/2 & 
85/6 79/8 86/5 
© 86 5 "lor 4 © 30,47 * 88 ro ©8744 
o 745 8 = S550 * 68 10 * 88 10 75 7 
* 8s 6 *97 8 * 79 «8 * 88 10 586055 
*85 6 $97 8 5 704.8 * 88 10 * 86 5 
"95,7, *103 0 * 87 9 *96 o *94 6 
578. 4 LE S 7aiged . 8255 $7002 
©85 6 97 8 79 8 * 88 10 °8e 5 
*85 6 £97 8 § 40 38 * 88 10 *86 5 
*85 6 *97 8 £79. & * 88 10 *86 5 
$69 4 van 4 © 63..5 ee | yor iz 
£69 4 op 4 £63 5 on, 4 “70 2 
“69 4 °76 8 * 63 55 © 76.43 “i702 
“69 4 *76 8 * 63) 5 £57013 70 2 
£69 4 o 96 8 * 63 5 75. 3 nh PLE: 
*69/4 & 4.-98-—~% $63/5 & 79-2 70/2 & 
73/% 65/3 72/ 
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Section LV.—continued: 
Group [I.—ENGINEERING, METAL WORKS, ETC.—continued. 
aes Seer: 
Industry and Occupation. | Sydney. | Melbourne. | Brisbane. Adelaide. Perth. Hobart 
8. d. 8. d. 8. d. 8. d. 8. a. 8d. 
Moulding——iron— 
Coremakers —Machine 298-5 # 920"6 "97 8 $66 2 ® 88 10 Sigdiag 
3 Other .. S 92° 3 ® 85 6 *o7 8 * 79 68 6 88 10 *86 5 
Dressers and Fettlers | ° 77 10 97x 1 6 78 8265) '83 § 76 3 9 72-0 
Furnacemen . | 83/3 & 9760/6 & 78/4 to $70/8 & * 84 0 *99/5 & 
84/2 77/5 87/8 71/7 78/4 
Moulders—Machine .. §, 78269 72 *94 0 * 6711 $ 88 10 S94978 
a Other § 9203 * 85 6. *97° 8 © Fons 8 6 88 Io * 65 5 
Sheet Metal Working— 
Canister Makers * 89 0 {60/4 & 7r/2| "89 4 67/ to 75/ 80 0 (|8or/B de o5/4 
Japanners-— 
Coated or Brush- 
work .. a4 “92x 6 68 5 © pI2s2 700 ry 
Ornamentai *100 oO 80 2 S\9r 2 82 6 8 
Solderers *89/ & 93/ |69/4 & 7x/2| % 91 2 69.0 80/ & 85/ é 
Tinsmiths .. *103_ 0 = |77/5 & 85/6} * or 2 |70/6 & 86/6|86/ & 92/10] * gt 8 
Nailmaking— 
Case Wirers * 88 6 76.0 63, 0 
Labourers .. *88 6 760 630 
Setters Up .. *107 6 87 0 63/ to 77/6 
Wire Working— 
Journeymen froz2. 6 88.6 78.0 78 10 *90 0 
Group III.—Foop, Drink, Tobacco, Fro. 
Industry and Occupation.| Sydney. | Melbourne. | Brisbane Adelaide. Perth. Hobart. 
Aerated Water and 8. d. sd. a. d. s. d. sd. tp 
Cordials— 
Bottlers 72/11 to 65/8 to B74 <0 yo 6 78 6 94 «6 
75/2 67/1 
Drivers (Motor) 76/11 to “69/9 to | 83/ tog1/ | “69/9 to 85 6 “69/9 to 
84/2 76/11 76/11 76/tt 
3 (One Horse) .. 72 5 "65 3 8r o “65 3 85 6 Oke a 
Packers ie 7o 8 63 «5 A740 O 67 6 73° 6 92 
Wirers 7o 8 63°55 rif 67 6 78 6 92 6 
Baking (Sread)— 
Board Hands = *r28 6 ®106 4 | *92/ to 97/ 97 0 *88 10 88 6 
Carters (One Horse) . . *108 6 485 Oo * 83° 0 74 “0 78 0 64 6 
Doughmen . . tee *106 4 “99 6 97.9 * 92 10 88 6 
3133/6 
Ovenmen .. 9733°"6 "106 4 S97" 0 97: 0 * 90 to 88 6 
Singlehands area 7G *r15_ 6 * 99. 6 102 0 * 92 10 BB 6 
Baking (Biscuits and 
Cakes)— 
Adult Males *88 6 76 6 32.74. @ 63 0 re oe 68 o 
Bakers "103, 6 85 6 oT. 6 68 90 yh ee! 76 6 
Mixers ® 94 0 85° 6 Sr’ 6 66 09 85 7 80 6 
Brewing— 
Aduit Males we "100 oO "100 oO * Bz" o 6976 * 88 6 gz 6 
Bottiers and Washers *100 0 *r00 0 ® 82° 9 * 97 6 * 88 g2 6 
Cellarmen .. E *103 0 "103 3 * 87 0 *97 6 *88/6 and 92 6 
93/6 
Drivers (Two Horses) *103 oO 69 9 © 87" o St00 (6 ® 8 6 60 9 
» (Motor under 3 
tons) en a ®r09_ 0 |68/9 to 73/4] *84/ tog2/} %r03 6 sd 69/9 to 75/2 
Towermen .. ye "102. 0 "104 0 * 82. 9 *t00 «(6 © 886 94 6 
Butchering (Carcase)— 
Chilling Room Hands * 98 6 by * of" 6 95 0 $78 6 e 
Labourers (Beef) .. "102, 6 18977 5 *79 0 95 0 * 83 6 82 6 
= (Mutton) .. * 94 0 are ea "70. 9 95 0 © 83 6 82 6 
Se Iders.. aia "114" 6 80 4 * oF” 6 109 0 $83/6 & 3 
ror/ 
Slaughtermen (Beef) .. ®r42 6 103 6 *ror 6 7130 0 "lor o 108 o 
TH (Mutton) (a) 103 6 *ror 6 7130 0 “Tor .0 1to8 oo 





—— ee es ees 
(a) Plecework rates. 


APYENDIX, 145 


Section IV.—continued. 


Grovp ITI.—Foop, Drink, Tosacco, ETC.—continued. 


Se | 















































| 
Industry and Occupation.| Sydney. Melhonsne. | Brisbane, Ate Adelaide. | Perth. Hobart. 
— |} —____|______} ae ee 
8. d. sd. | 8. d. | s. d. | mie sd 
Butchering (Retall)— } 
Carters{ Cash Cutting) "109 6 Bos i Sone | 74. 8 | 93 6 85 6 
| 82/6& ! 
si ate ee *92 0 69 4 | “Behe & 63 «5 78 6 ae 
General Hands + \| *X02 Jo, 80 7 Mors 6 748 93 6 85 6 
Shopmen .. 5 wae 80 7 | lt or 6 | 74 8 1093/6 & 98/6 85 6 
Smal!lgoodsmen a "III Oo i 78/4 || Fox 6 72 5 |93/6 & 98/6 97 6 
1 
Cold Storage and Ice— | | 
Chamber Hands be S/he (a)990 9 | *x09 9 *65/to80/| * 76 o 66 2 
i02/ | 
Pullers and Stackers. . ® 93 | (a)890 9 "115. 3 | *65/to80/| * 76 0 66 2 
Confactionery— | | 
Journeymen nee *r04 0 | 98 o | 1 8z. 6 68/ & 73/6| **108 o 97 9 
Storemen .. Ph ARE ag? Jom | 85 6} 78 0 63 0 *86 Oo 90 3 
| | | 
Ham and Bacon Curing— | | i 
Curers—First Hand .. "118 6 | 86 10 ; {103 0 | 84 2 Ior 6 7 6 
Cutters Up—First Hand; ‘104 6 | 80,5 | $97.0 | IPAS 92 0 85 6 
Ham Baggers ps 7310 | ‘$91 0 | a 87 0 85 6 
Lardmen .. Pe "or Fo 73/0 ton) = Sigr 40 Fi Ti 92 0 85 6 
oft { \ 
Reilers and Trimmers “go Oo aoe Ln. Ba. ag | 77 87/ & 92/ 85 6 
Scalders .. ; =| * or o 80 1 *93'-3 rie | 94 6 85 6 
Slaughtermen *I05 o | 86 5 *t03 o 84 2 Ior 6 108 o 
Smallgoodsmen— | | | 
First Hand x10 0% i 86 10 | ‘103 0 | 84 2 Iol 6 97 6 
Smoxers—First Hand S970 0 | 80 1 | *97 o } 77 5 87 0 85 6 
Jam Making and Pre- | H 
serving— | | ; | | 
Adult Males cca 67 11 \ Gym) Sige fot 67 11 vibe os 67 11 
Solderers coat 74 3 | 74 3 Sox ao 74 3 it hated 74 3 
| | { i | 
Malting— i | | | | | 
Maltsters | ‘90/to || 90 0 | *7e'0 | 07 6 || *88 6 83. 0 
| gt/ro | { | 
jl a lo | { | : | 
Grinders... = “67 10 74 0 835056 68 o be 64 4 
Mixers or Blenders .. | *90 0 76 0 75 6 7o 0 | ~ 64 4 
Stone Dressers or Som 6 8r o S752 6 | 756, |} sh | 64 4 
| j 
Milling—Fiour— | 
Miilers—Head 2 4094 6 * 94 6 £96 6) SiofmeG |] °7 9450 ™30 0 
= Shirt 3. *82/10 to "82/10 to | *88/ to 96/ | *82/10 to | 82/1oto |105/ & 114/ 
92/3 | 92/3 |} sie 92/3 
Packermen of a72, © | £92 10 $76 6 72 0 72 0 95 0 
Purifiermen is “74 8 $74 8 76 6 >, 8 | 74 8 90 o 
Silksmen .. ee O48 74a 8 276 6 74 8 74 «8 90 0 
Storemen—Head ere Jap ts 776. 6 Se oh a0) 6 76 6 100 o 
Topmen 8.7608 typo dg | « 76 6 Lee tnt 74 8 95 0 
Truckers and Others . "67/6to | ‘67/6 to ae 67/6 to |67/6 to 70/2 go o 
| 70/2 | 70/2 70/2 
Milling—Oatmeal— | 
Kilnmen He "92 6 748 || H75°R | 68 6 | ae 90/ & 95/ 
Millers—Head "103. 0 8: 6 ae | 75 Gal bs II5 0 
| 94 | 
Pastrycooking— 
Cates 7 *92 6 65 3 * Sthio 86 Oo he pe; 64 6 
Pastrycooks "106 6 100 o | ‘%102 © | 97 0 1193/6 & 1or/ 84 o 
oes | | 
Group IV.—CLOTHING, Hats, Boots, ETC. 
Se a ee PS ee a a eS 
Industry and Occupation.| Sydney. | stctboumae, Brisbane. | Adelaide. | Perth. | Hobart. 
er 8. d. sud sd. | B: id. 8. d. 8. a. 
gap ree |) &B8iao |) S:88ncor 11 Se8BRot |, S8Biec | «2 .5 ule agile 
Tailoring—Order— | 
Callen. ‘ #06 4 £06 4 96 4 "96 4 "113, 0 "96 4 
Pressers 87 4 * 87 4 $87 4 "B72" 4 * 93 0 © B7ee4 
Tailors © 87,049 | Y.87 <-@ $87 4 $ 87.4 £93 0 Fi asia | 
Trimmers “3874 14 * BZam © BF: 94 OB 75362 87 4 
' 








(a) As from 2nd January, 1932. 
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Section IV.—continued. 


Group IV.—CLorHine, Hats, Boots, ETC.—continued. 








Industry and Occupation.| Sydney. | Melbourne.| Brisbane. | Adelaide. Perth. Hobart. 
oa Ee aS ae 8. d. 8. d. 8. d. 8. a, Bel &. d. 
Cutters Re * £90 0 £90 o *90 o £90 o *83 2 £90 © 
Folders af Bie S248 9 2"Es 572 5 7205 = * 72.5 
Machinists .. 33 87) B74 2 87. 3 "87 4 = “87. 4 
Pressers ee A S74 ' 872 4 S 37" 4 87 st “683 2 * 87.4 
Tailors © 87% 4 S875 8 87 4 * 87 4 gky a 87 4 
Trimmers 87 4 *87 4 87.4 “37.4 * 83) 2 "87 « 


Textile- Working—Woollen 
Mills— 


Carders a 7a 3 70 











= 6 3 8 7 7 = 
Dyehousemen = S7 0 74.3 74s 3G 70 8 JI). x 7 7 
Labourers—General . *85 6 74 3 * 74" 6 7o 8 7m « 71 7 
Pattern Weavers *85 6 76 11 (a) 73 oa 73 I0 74°63 
Scourers .. * 86 o 7453, * 740 yo 8 7 I 71 7 
Spinners ” © 86 6 74-3 *85 0 70 8 I 71 7 
Tuners = ey §89/6 & 175/7 & 89/1| *74/ to 85/ | 72/ to 85/6 72/5 to 72/11 to 
ro1/ 85/1 86/5 
ee a 
Group V.—BOookS, PRINTING, BINDING, ETC. 
—$——$—$—$—$———————— ees 
Industry and Occupation.| Sydney. | Melbourne. | Brisbane. Adelaide. Perth. Hobart. 
8. d. 8. d. &. d. &. d. &. d. =. 
Bookbinding— 
Bookbinders © 90 11 * 90 11 *Ior oO ® 90 11 £03 7 © 90 xr 
Finishers ® go Ir * 90 11 *I0I 0 ® 90 11 *93 | 7. ® 90 x1 
Marblers_.. © 90 I1 © 90 11 "101 0 * 90 11 93 7 ® 90 x 
Paper Rulers * 90 11 * 90 11 *"I0r 0 * 90 11 *93 7 * 90 1 
Engraving (Process)—(b) 
Engravers .. ac "112 6 S105 0 os 82 0 
Etchers—Half-tone .. "118 6 £96/6 & *I04 0 94 6 
105/ 
Etchers—Line om “1x2. 6 *I103 Oo £99 0 80 6 
Operators .. sc ‘118 6 pete "104 0 94 6 
105 
Printers .. Bre Stra. 6 £98 6 |, 594 0 70 6 
Routers .. Se *107 6 *96 6 *or 6 70 6 
Lithographing— 

Printers .. so * 90 11 * 90 11 "105 0 © 90 11 = * 90 1 
Rotary Machinists .. © 90 Ir * 90 Ir *105 0 © 90 11 93 7 ® 90 31 
Stone Polishers ate * 76 6 "70.6 *85 0 * 76 6 a ® 560 6 

Printing (Dally News- 

papers)— 

Se 4 P e 2 

Day Wor oe 121 II4 0 *r08 10 * 95 z0 fr25 0 ‘ 

Night Work *13r 6 5x3r 6 *116 2 5104 0 wae 9 ime : 
weve. Attendants— 

Day Work "116 6 £95 6 £95 o “73. 8 “<x2e-3 *78 9 

Night 1 Work : 5126 6 5104 6 *I00 0 582 4 8125 0 ® 86 x0 
Linotype Operators— 

Day Work - ea (a) *120 1 (a) 5134 4 (a) 

157, 

Night Work ae §157/6 & (a) *127 5 a ‘ 

8 167/6 (a) b147 rt | (a) 
Machinists (First 
ene 2 ‘3 

Day Wor! = 121 IIo 4 ‘x7 6 ® ro = 6 

Night Work os 5131 6 5119 4 6122 6 op % tJ = 

Publishers “ie oe ® & §94/3 &| *84/ to 100/| * & § 76/11 sg ho yftte *&*76/6to 

III; 103/3 to 85/z 
Readers— haat 3 113/11 84/7 

Day Wor ks 12 *114 0 "105 0 +989 *125 0 08 x 

Night Work = *136 6 ‘33m 6 *I110 oO 5106 8 5 & 
Readers’ Assistants — . +37 9 acinn 

Day Wor 96 6 * 89 3 £90 0 gh 3 © 096 x & > 

Night Work 5106 6 O75 o i MLE) F 82 ry ee 
Stereotypers (First 9 4 108 Io 8r 11 

Day Work : : 

ay Wor Au II4 0 99 3 £97/6 & 105/ 8 I 47 e 

Night Work .. | *br2g of} #108 3 | *102/6& | * a 5 ase = ‘ fae 4 


I10/ 


(a) Piece-work rates. (6) Other than in newspaper offices. 
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Section IV.—continued. 
Group V.—BOOKS, PRINTING, BINDING, ETC.—confinued. 
Industry and Occupation.| Sydney. | Melbourne.| Brisbane. Adelaide. Perth Hobart. 
8. i | 8. ad. | s. d. iz Sd. are ee 8. a. ; 
Printing (Job TS ag 
Compositors ® 90 11 * 90 11 *Ior o ® 90 11 eC Me: Soo) 1 
Electrotypers * 90 Ir Moo 1 ®Iol o * 90 11 oie * 90 11 
General Hands i ®69 4 869) 4 ||) 8 85. o * 69 4 es © 69 4 
Linotype Operators .. *ror 8 Sror 8 | *r05/& | ‘ror 8 SIrr 2 *Ior1 8 
112/4 
Machinists : * 90 11 ® 90 11 |*85/toror/| * 90 11 93 7 * 90 x1 
Monotype Operators | Stor 8 Stor 8to0/ & Stor 8 Lange 2; *ror 8 
106/ 
Monotype Casting | 
Machinists Ae * 90 Ir © 90 11 85) 0 ® 90 11 als S700) fa. 
Readers... 2506.4. ®96 4 *IoI oO ©9096 4 “Ga $06 4 
Stereotypers * 90 II ® 90 11 *ror 0) * 90 11 © 98. 7 * 90 11 
GROUP VI.—OTHER MANUFACTURING. 
Industry and Occupation.| Sydney. Melbourne. | Brisbane. Adelaide. Perth. Hobart. 
5 8. d. 8. d. s. d. 8. d. & a. 8. Ba 
Brickmaking— 
Burners ‘100 6 79 «0 ®82/ to 88/ 72 0 ee 84 0 
5/7 
Carters—Two Horses *Iol Oo 69 © 86 0 69 9 81 2 69 9 
Drawers *100 6 |78/6 to 83/6] ° 76 6 80 o 84 0 
Labourers algae 1G 73° «0 «74. 8 69 o A765 28 8r o 
Machinemen "96 6 74 6 76: 6 72/ & 75/ 676/8 & 8x 0 
7/2 
Panmen oh 76/ & 80/ | * 74 8 | 72/&75/ | * 76 8 8x o 
9 
Pitmen £98 6 | 79/ to 84/ S 6 740 © 70s 8r 0 
Setters S100 6 {78/6 to 83/6 8 & 80 0 * 8x 2 87 0 
Wheelers *94 6 7a 8 pois 69 0 Seg 8x o 
Brushmaking— 
Bass Broom Drawers Sr05 0 lee 6 gr 6 78 oO 
Finishers M *I05 0 b 85 6 SOE 56: 78 Oo 
Machinists—Boring . *105 oO 85 6 ® or .6 78 oO 
Paint Brush Makers . S109 6 90 0 Sor 0 82 0 
oF Making— 
Acidifiers a S871 16 ieee] S35) 20 68 o ie 
General Hands SEBs) 56. TE, 40 * 74 60 65 o 73 «6 
Glycerine Distillers 5s90) "0 77: 20 S74. 10 68 o 83. 6 am 
Moulders 87,0 77: «0 175 0 68 o 82 6 G4 ot 
Stillmen *"90 6 7 OG 7b 6) 68 o so ee 
Cardboard Box Makers— 
Guillotine and other 
Cutters *80/1 to *80/1 to * 89 0 "Bu to *86/6 & 88/ oF: to 
82/10 82/10 2/10 2/10 
Other Adults *69 4 * 69.4 “7p 6 *69 4 731 16 Colaspean 
Coachmaking (Road)— 
Bodymakers za 92 3 85 6 £98 o 79 8 88 I0 85 11 
Labourers .. 7o 8 63 II AR 58 1 re 64 4 
Painters G92 V3 ©85 .6 ® 98 oO © 75 8 88 10 * 85 11 
Smiths 92 3 85 6 £98 o 79 8 88 Io 85 11 
cas leak A ans 92 3 85 6 98 o 79 8 88 Io 85 11 
Wheelmaking Ma- 
chinists .. ed 92 3 85 6 * 98 o 79 8 88 10 85 11 
Wheelwrights 92 3 85 6 *98 o 79 8 88 Io 85 11 
Fellmongering— 
Bate Hands 73 4 66 7 86 6 68 o 
Green Hands 8) tt 66 7 F 83 6 68 o 
Limepit Men 73 4 66 7 |86/6 & 89/6 68 o 
Machinists 76 1 69 4 B5/6t to p2/p 68 o 
Soakhole Men 76 1 69 4 89 68 o 
Wool Sorters 86 Io 80 1 89 6 68 o 


(a) Piece-work rates. 


(b) As from 8th January, 1932. 
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Section IV.—continued. 


Group VI.—OtTHER MANUFACTURING—continued. 








Industry and Occupation.| Sydney. | Melbourne. Brisbane. | Adelaide. Perth. Hobart. 
8. d. 8. da. 8. a. 8..d. Bo.) de 8. d, 
Gas Making and Supply— 
Coke Trimmers “a "100 6 LR Lo ne =5 am 
Gas Fitters a4 116 6 € 99 11 S109 6 * 95 Io *98 4 *86 1 
Labourers .. oe *88 6 593° 8 ©74 0 ® 68 10 eer Lae we 
Mainlayers .. a "104 6 98 o *85 o Sige *85 6 *86 7 
93/2 
Metermakers Bs, *109 0 9x 7 ay woey to *97 6 86 7 
117/2 
Meter Testers or "104 6 85 10 a Bras¢ x oe if 
Service Layers oe S104. 6 98 o * 85, 0 ® 95 Io *88 6 * 86.7 
Stokers ae ag | 108 6 ae to |*99/ & 10 1/|*86/7 to 88/ 690 3 * 87 9 
91/2 
Glassfounding— 
Furnacemen i * 78 «9 Biges 27 BiB 40 27 * 66 .7 P2875 4: 
Labourers .. A. 70 8 63.5 76 6 58 .6 79 2 a 
Lehrmen .. -» | 8473 10 12466 67 19979 68 %q61 8 079 02 
Sorters te Pa 72 11 65 8 78 9 6x 8 8r 5 
Glass Working and Glazing 
Beveliers .. os "110 4 86 10 *97 o 83 3 *o4 6 87 9 
Cutters and Glaziers 108 6 86 10 * or 6 83 3 oe ie 
Lead Light Glaziers .. 108 6 86 10 aA 83 3 ae 
Silverers .. ae *110 4 86 10 *97 o By 8 ®o4 6 
Jewellery, Clock and : 
Watchmaking— 
Chainmakers we ®105/ to 85 o *86 6 280 0 "97 6 1380/ to 
107/ 90/* 
Engravers .. at *Y0o7_ 6 97 0 bie 1°82 0 *'97 6 1280/ to 
89 90/* 
Mounters .. 7. 105 0 85 o |*86/6&89/| 7 88 o * 97, 6 nie to 
Te) * 
Setters <4 ek *r07_ 6 85 o *89 0 22 88 0 Rig7 6 8347 to 
90/* 


Watch and_ Clock- 
makers and Repairers} ‘108 6 |'!90/ &100/|. * 9r 6 188 0 © 98 6 18"'90_,,0° 


Mascnry—Marble and 


Stone— 
Carvers... opi CSbtSze 8 ®13r .2 118 8 8324. 47 *r02/2 & ee 
105/10 
Machinists— 
Carborundum «- | fb125 0 92 4 118 8 *91/7 & *102/2 & rte 
ro1/6 105/10 
Other .. .. | *x1x/10 & Ior 8 "118 8 §91/7 & *102/2 & - 
r21/ r01/6 105/10 
Masons ie on 1] *BE25¢ 0; *106 9 118 8 SIor 6 *i02/2 & "94 11 
105/10 
Paper Bag Making— 
Guillotine Cutters .. " Ga. x *80 1 926 © 80,1 © 93.07 *80 1 
Machinists .. -» | © 82 r0 * 82 x0 92 6 * 82 x0 *93 7 * 82 ro 
Paper Making— 
Beatermen .. - 102 6 82.4 4 
Breakermen BS *85 6 67 1 , é Z 
Guillotine Men ah Le) 66 .2 ’ 7 
Machinists .. ok *102 6 85 1 * r M 
Ragboilermen ab S$ 3>, 6 66.2 F 
Other Adults mS Ch oy ae 63 6 : 
Potterles—General— 
Burners—Head “a § 97 6 77.6 * 82.0 900° hs 8r o 
Hollow-ware Pressers ®toz 6 75 6 £74 8 | 75/ to 85/* oe 8r o 
Sanitary Pressers .. 108 6 76 6 74.8 “af ea 8x 0 
Throwers—r1st Class "108 6 82 6 *93 6 95 of we 84 0 
Potterles—Pipemaking— 
Burners—Head «hs *98 o 77 6 88 o |76/ to 102/* 79 2 8x 0 
Drawers .. * * 92.6 74.6 © 74.8 |76/ to 102/* 71 4 nid 
Moulders .. - *99 6 zo 6 om 8 i 79 2 | 75/ & 76/6 
Mould Makers - $04 6 82.6 *76 6 | 76/ to 102/* TE Fr au 
Setters Ss = #96 6 75 6 ©7374 8 > 74/7 & 79/2 76 6 
Quarrying— 
Borers— 

Hand or Machine .. S102 0 * 83 0 *83 2 80 6 *78 6 79 0 
Dressers .. op ‘irr 2 go 0 *ay 4 74 6 ne 76 0 
Facemen .. ‘slei ®104 0 86 o 6.82. 2 74 6 or ee 64 0 
Hammermen oh rae s "90 90 © 83 2 74 6 78 6 76 0 

102 
Machine Feeders Bs *106 o *8r 6 “7817 & 74 6 *8r a2 730 
2/8 
Quarrymen we HIr-a 3% * 86 Io 74° 6 &.78—6 79/ & 92/ 


ee aeedU ay daddy USIEINIIIIENSEUSSS SaaS 
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Section IV.—continued. 
Group VI.-OTHER MANUFACTURING—continued. 
Industry and Occupation.| Sydney. | Melbourne.| Brisbane. | Adelaide. Perth. Hobart. 
8. d, 8. d. 8. d. 8. d, 8. d, 8. d, 
Rubber Working— 
Calendar Hands 10q88/2 to | 81/11 to 
91/10 85/6 
Cycle Tyre Makers .. 1474 8 G69 69 | 
Dough Mixers 19076 6 G69 «9 y 
Hosemakers ns 1076, I 469 69 
Mechanical Lathe 
Hands .. or Wa7q 2 10q72 IX 3 . 
Mill Hands Q8r 5 10q75 2 - 4 
Spreaders... 19476 «1 G69 «9 fs 
Surgical, Packing, and 
other Makers oe 19476 II 470 8 
Tyre Moulders be Ma90 Oo 19984 2 
Saddlery and Harness- 
making— 
Harnessmakers ‘ 89 1 89 1 89 1 92 0 88 10 89 1 
Saddlers .. Fic 89 1 89 1 89 1 92 0 88 10 8) 1 
Sall Making— 
Sailmakers .. 89 1 89 1 So 750 83 0 89 1 
Ship Bullding— 
Carpenters and some "o4 ay Td 894 2 "94 1 "94 1 %94 1 
Dockers gI 10 gI Io 84 2 gI 10 S840 12 : 
Painters .. ne gI Io 9I 10 84 2 9I 10 "84 2 an 
Shipwrights Ss 108 o "99 Oo "99 oO 108 o 108 o "99 0 
Soap Making— 
General Hands e85, 0 7 f: as 4, Oo 65 0 at 64 4 
Mixers os Te $85 6 TIO 874 0 jo o 80 6 33 
Soap Makers or "97 6 81 6 4 Oo a. 78 6 78 4 
Tanning and Cals a 
Beamsmen . ao 75 2 75202 75 2 75 2 75 2 7 ala 
Curriers GAP 3 79 2 49.) 2 79 2 rey 2} 79 2 
Japanners or Enam- 
ellers ; 72 11 211 72 3% 72 11 72°35 72 11 
Limemen and Yardmen 67 6 67 6 67 6 67 6 67 6 67 6 
Machinists— 
Fleshing . 5 75 2 75 2 75 2 75 2 75 2 7502 
Scouring Ae 68 5 68 5 68 5 68 5 68 5 68 5 
Sp thairiog fr 79 2 Fo. 2 79 2 79 2 79 2 79 2 
hairin, ol 70 2 qo 2 7O 2 7o 2 70 2 70 2 
Rollers and paiikere 7240 72 0 72 0 72 0 72 0 72 0 
Tablemen .. aa GOrz JO v2 7k 4 Fo 2 JO: "2 7O 2 
Tent and  Tarpaulin 
Making— 
Cutters A .. [83/8 to 89/1/83/8 to 89/1/83/8 to 89/1 7510 4 mage te 
120 
Machinists .. .. {83/8 to 89/1/83/8 to 89/1/83/8 to 89/1 75 0 * 
Sewers—Hand 83/8 to 89/1|83/8 to 89/1/83/8 to 89/1 75 0 he 
Tent Makers 83/8 to 89/1/83/8 to 89/1|83/8 to 89/1 75) 0 78 6 ali 
Group VII.—BUILDING. 
Industry and Occupation.| Sydney. | Melbourne.| Brisbane. | Adelaide. Perth. Hobart. 
Bullding— &. d. 8. d. 8. d. 8. d. 8. d. er 
Bricklayers— 
Surface .. 126 6 St04 6 *t0o9 6 “08: 2 * 96 Io S04 04 
Sewer and Tunnel... | 132 3 igi 2) *109 6 *o98 1 * 96 10 Bea & 
106/11 
Carpenters .. en257 70 gz, 5 S109 6 S187 a5) $0% J $793) 43 
Labouring (Builders). . * 80 0 OER wel Sor 2 * 66 0 bit jae) We EN ae 
Lathers.. a *132 0 S104 6 S109 6 a a ope 
Metal Ceilers Be I ee S95, 471] ‘Srog, 6 “: *99 0% | © 94 Ir 
Masons LP X 46125 Oo "106 9 118 8 *Ior 6 *102/2 & © 94 11 
105/10 
Painters, ppg 115 10 gz -8 *109 6 90 2 $96 2 * 83 0 
Signwriters BAe ce wx S109 6 *90 2 *96 2 * 83 0 


(a) Mainly piece-work. 
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Section IV.—continued. 


Group VII.—BUILDING.—continued. 























Industry and Occupation.| Sydney. {| Melbourne. | Brisbane. | Adelaide. Perth. Hobart. 
Bullding—continued.— 8, d, 8. @. a. d & d, 8. 8. d 
Plasterers— 
Surface .. re "132 0 *104 6 *tog 6 *o98 1 109 0 * or 3 
Sewer or Tunnel .. x57, 6 *718 3 ‘a115/6 to *98 1 *115/to %97/3 & 
118/6 121/ 103/3 
Plumbers, Gasfitters *126 10 * 99 11 | *i109 6 #107. 3 * 098 4 *or a 
113 
Slaters oe rf *126 10 *I09 1 "109 6 (a) [. §:95)04? 
Tilers be Wy. *126 10 "103 7 *10o9 6 * 98 1 * 94 10 * 94 11 
Tuckpointers = *I00 0 *108 2 | S109 6 * 98 1 (a) (a) 
Water Supply and 
Sewerage— 
Concrete Workers .. | *100/6 & *99 8 *85/ to 736 *79 6 79:9 
105/6 {94/2 
Labourers .. ré *95 0 bot | § 76 6 7o 6 Se735H6 73 0 
Miners—Sewer dost ba aid * *87/2 to | *ror 6 *82 6 85 0 
3118/6 & 137/ 92/8 
Pipe-jointers and 
etters .. .- | $103/6 & *89 2 *79/6 & 73/6 & *82/6 & 79 0 
| 108/ i 81/4 76/6 91/6 
GRovup VIII.—MINING. 
Industry and Occupation. N.S.W. Victoria. | Queensland.| S. Aust. W. Aust. | Tasmania. 
Coal Mining— 8. d. 8d. 8. d. 8. d. ey 8. d. 
Blacksmiths .. | 6113/6 to 120 0 | *b127/6 to a 4h & 100 6) Mraxr 6 
122/ 130/6 
Bracemen .. -» | “dria o 4 “brag: 2 %br11/ to 
126/6 
Carpenters .. .. | **b109/6 to tor 9 | *b121/6 to 7s z. 223/00 
124/6 122/6 
Deputies .. .. | °%b132/6 to} 1133 0 | *8bx130/6 to i tis’ 4°1711/6 to 
143/ 134/ rai/ 
Engine Drivers— 
Winding and Loco. %br17/ to | M118 9g | *8b120/6 to v4 *r12/to 10113/ to 
135/ 156/ 120/ 124/6 
Other... .. | 38b108/6 to} x18 9 | *b114/6 to ass a4 
119/ 144/ 
Labourers— 
Surface .. .. | %*b105 0 96 3 ms Ad eis S79 6 Wro5 oO 
114 
Underground ie *br05/ to 596 3 3%5108/ to np *85 o | *#br05 o 
108/6 115/ 
Miners— 
Machine .. te (a) (a) %b127/ to Ue 598/ to 
130/6 106/ 
Manual—Dry Work (a) (a) (a) 34 £06 6 (a) 
Platmen or Banksmen | 78) 108/ to | *®r10 11 346108/ to |) ( *85 o | *#b105 0 
112/ 115/ 
Shiftmen— 
Dry Work .. | *bro5/ to | Mr10 xx | 5122/6 to Pe %b119/6 to 
129/6 130/6 Not = 
Mined 123/ 
Wet Work .. | *b105/ to 1or78 3 «| **b131/9 to bh mt 
129/6 139/9 
Shotfirers .. .. | %b126/6 to tee **b122/6 to § 97 6 
137/ 130/6 \ 
Timbermen. . .. | *br05/ to | x10 rx ‘| *%b122/6 to » a *97 6 
129/6 130/6 
Weighmen .. vo ft bri 6 9123, 0 ‘e Ar Re %b114 0 
Wheelers .. .. | *b105/ to | x03 2 | *brr1/6 to 7 *88/ & 97/ | *br0o5  o 
112/ 119/ 
Gold and Other Mining 
(except Coal)— 
Battery Feeders .. | © & 87/ to 60/1 to "84/4 to (b) *86/ to 63 «11 
96/ 69/9 89/10 98, 
Bracemen .. .. |3a & 90/ to] *64/7 to "89/10 to "95/ to *66 7 
_ 96/ 74/3 95/4 107/ 
(a) Piece-work rates. (0) South Australia—Particulars relating to rates of wage and hours 


of labour in the mining industry are not shown, owing to the difficulty of obtaining reliable data on account 
of the depression in the industry. 



































_APPENDIX. 151 
Secrion IV.—continued. 
Group VIII.—Minina—continued. 
Industry and Occupation.| N.S.W. Victoria. | Queensland.| 5S. Aust. W. Aust. Tasmania. 
Gold and Other aps | & a. s. d. s. d. 8. d, s. d. 8. d. 
(except Coal)—contd. 
Engine Drivers— 
Stationary * & 76/6 to |71/7 to 87/3) * 88/ to 91/ to 97/ 64/4 to 
3. 109, 77/10 
Winding and Loco. |* & “fe to |79/8 to 93/6|*98/ to 120/ 94/ to 106/ 72, 5, to 
94, 4/2 
Firemen... +. |*£ & 68/5 to| 68/10 to *83/ to 84/ to 90/ |61/8 to 67/1 
80/1 76/5 100/10 
Labourers .. +. |3a & 87/ to} 59/5 to "84/4 to *86/ to 98/ * 63 11 
90/ 69/9 89/10 
Miners— 
Machine .. a & 96/to| %65/6 to £98/ to *99/ to 111/|*72/ to 74/8 
99/ 85/11 103/6 
Manual— 
Dry Work .. |94 & 96/ to| 68/2 to £89/10 to %94/ to 113/|872/ to 73/4 
99/ 84/2 95/4 
Wet Work 3a & 105/ *73/7 to *98/ to *103/ to *77/5 to 
80/7 104/6 122/ 78/9 
Platmen 3a & 90/ to| %64/7 to "89/10 to *95/ to 107/ 66 7 
96/ 74/3 95/4 
Shaft Sinkers— 
Dry Work 3a & 99/ 73/7 to *89/10 to Stor/ to RionS 
85/11 104/6 118, 
Wet Work 3a & 105/ to} *79/ to *98/ to *r10/ to "8 4 
108/ 91/4 104/6 127/ 
Timbermen. . 4a & 94/6 to| *69/6 to *98/ to *r01/ to *74/8 to 
105/ 84/7 103/6 118/ 80/1 
Group IX.—Rallway AND TRAMWAY TRANSPORT, 
Industry and Occupation.| Sydney. | Melbourne. | Brisbane. | Adelaide. Perth. Hobart. 
Rallwa 8. d. 8. d. 8. d. 8. d. 8. d. a. a. 
Engine ely si ae. - 
Class . 130 6 107 0 102 0 105 0 "115 IL 10s 6 
iat Class *324 6 102 0 97 4 102 0 *Ioh 5 100 6 
3rd Class. . "118 6 96 6 9I to 96 0 *100 0 95 0 
4th Class... ®z12 6 9I 0 86 9 90 0 * 88 10 89 6 
5th Class. . "106 6 85 6 86 9 Sa * 88 10 84 0 
Firemen— 
1st Class .. *100 6 80 o 8x1 2 8x o °86 5 78 6 
2nd Class * 04 6 75 0 Bina 76 6 "Sr Ag 73 «6 
3rd Class. . *88 6 69 6 76 6 73 6 S57Big Fi 68 o 
Guards— 
ist Class .. Ee 88/6 to 91/6 98 2 |83/6 to 86/ * 88 10 |83/6 to 86/6 
10} 
and Class Sox hy to |84/6 to 87/6 93 6 | 70/ to 82/ | * 86 5 | 78/ to 81/ 
97/6 
3rd Class. . andre 68/6 to 79/ 85 o | 63/to71/ |*8x/7 to 84/| 73/ to 75/6 
gi 
Porters Be he 63/ to 76/6 73. x |57/6to61/6| * 71 4. | 62/ to 67/6 
gt 
Shunters— 
1st Class .. *112/6 to | *a87/6 to 98 2 | 78/ to 80/6 78. 7. 73,0 
115/6 92/6 
2nd Class *108/ to ets to gr x10 | 71/ to 74/ *760 3 73.0 
112/6 
3rd Class *96 i 479 (0 88 10 
105, 
Ordinary. . “93/5 aeeyp to 8r 7 *76 3 
4 74, 
Signalmen— rae 
pecial .. ofa 38495 6 |92/8 to 99/5| 78/ to 86/ *o9r 0 we 
1st Class .. poy 987 6 QI 0 750 84 0 730 
112 
2nd Class S106 6 82 0 87 7 72 6 . 20m jo oO 
3rd Class... S103 6 78 0 61 7 67 0 * 76 oid 
4th Class... *91/6 to 74.0 78 2 64 6 * 73 10 
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Section IV.—continued. 


Group IX.—RAIMWAY AND TRAMWAY TRANSPORT—continued. 











Industry and Oceupation.| Sydney. | Melbourne. | Brisbane. Adelaide. Perth. Hobart. 
Md A (Electric and ed. sd 8. d. s. d. s. d. a 
Car Washers or Cleaners * 82 6 68 10 o' St A? 64 0 ore 670 
Conduetors— 
1st Year .. * 82 6 i 68 10 77. 9 165/6 to 67/6} * 73 0 65 6 
2nd Year *'8) o hae 77/ to 82/ 67 79 2 71 0 
3rd Year *90 © v4 9 82/ to 92 71/ to 73/ G29. 12 74 «6 
Harse Drivers * 88 6 69 9 8r 0 | -* 84 o 64 4 
Labourers .. #82. 6 63° § * 974 0 620 Bae > h 64 6 
Maintenance Men... *85 6 78 iF ©8147 65 0 976 3 FO 0 
Motormen or Grip- 
men— 
1st Year .. 3 * 87 o 68 ro 77.0 67 6 *.99 2 926 
2nd Year oe ®90 0 wry 77/ to 82, 7Oo 0 #570, «2 75. 6 
3rd Year $93 0 74 3. | 82/ to 92/ | 73/ to 74/ 79 2 78 0 
Overhead Wiremen—- 
Leading . ce *119/6 & 87 4 cd Sas | 760 * 84 0 87 0 
128/6 
Other... -- | *104/6 & 81 11 *o8 1 74. 0 0.99% 79 -6 
110/6 
Pitmen be a7 *97 6 79 «8 by: to | 67/6 ta 70/ * 979 4 78 © 
9/10 
Signalmen .. a *97/ 76 1x | 85/ to 89/ | 73/ to 78/6 
103 | 
Track Cleaners f. * 82 6 68 ro | 77.0 65 0 Sar % 67 0 








Grovp X.—OTHER LAND TRANSPORT 








Industry and Occupation.| Sydney. | Melbourne.| Brisbane. | Adelaide. Perth. Hobart. 
Carrying—Merchandise— s.d 8. d. 8. a. ‘. a. d. . @ 
Carriers— 
One Horse a $99 6 65 3 81 0 65 3 ws 65 3 
Two Horses 7 * 98 6 69 9 86 0 69 9 8r.2 69 9 
Corporation Carters— 
One Horse 53 * 97 6 65 3 8r 0 65 3 Sr 2s 65°°3 
Two Horses una "105 0 69 9 86 0 69 9 * 80 0 69 9 
Jinkers— 
One Horse a3 * 93 6 972° 5 88 oO 72.5 83 7 Tes, 
Two Horses ee *98 6 76 11 93 0 76 IT 87-9. 76 11 
Sanitary Carters -. | Sr0x/6 & *68/10 to 82 0 68/10 to * 76 10 68/10 to 
106/6 77/%0 77/%° 77/10. 
Stable Hands -. | °93/ & 98/ 64 4 740 64 4 78 4 iat, 
Motor lLorries and 
Wagons— 
Under 3 tons aN be S4-4 69/9 to 73/4} 83/ to 91/ | 69/9 to. 73/4) 80/5 & 84/5}69/9 to 73/4 
105 
3 tons or over Es a 76 1x | 96/ to ror/ 76 xt 8? 7 76 1x 
IIo, 
Lift Attendants— 
Goods Ee *86 6 81 0 © | 63/ to 70/* pit @ 


Passenger .. 1.1 © 86 6 8x 0 74/ & 76/ 63/ to 70/* 7t 4 75. oF 
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Section IV.—continued. 
GROUP XI.—SHIPPING, WHARF LABOUR, ETC. 


Industry and Occupation. N.S.W. Victoria. |Queensland.| S. Aust. W. Aust. | Tasmania. 


























Waterside Working— 3. d. 8. d. 8. d. s. d. 3 : 
Ww Labourers per ult rare 
houra os Ae YS 2 8} | ze D Zoe 2° °2 

| 

Passenger Yessels—tnter- 

stateb— . 
Bakers per month 246/3 to 300/3 
ae x 227/3d 
utchers 246/ 2 
Conks 46/3 to 282/3¢ 
Chief ” 345/3 to 372/3c 
Second =a 273/3¢ 
Third “S 219/3¢ 
Ships’ + i 264/3¢ 
Pantrymen 1 245/3d 
Scullerymen 3 201/3¢ 
Stewards— 
Chief Saloon, 236/3d 
Second is 263/3d 
Second Saloon ,, 263/3d 
Fore Cabin 7 245/3d 
Bedroom | 
and Other _,, | 218/3 to 227/34 
All Vessels—tinterstatedh 
A.B, Seamen per month 252/ 
Boatswains ‘s 270/ 
Donkeymen be | 306/ ' 
Firemen 5 | 238/ 
Greasers.. Ee H * 288/ 
Lamp Trimmers ,, 270/ 
Fuel Trimmers ,, 252/ 
Vessels. Vessels. 

Marine Engineersb e g— Under 100 N.H.P 100 N.H.P. and over. 
Chief per month 524/3 to 573/9 600/9 to 942/9 
Second = 4 429/9 429/9 to 600/9 
Third = ra 380/3 380/3 to 492/9 
Fourth 6 ; 326/9 to 438/9 
sth, 6th, 7th | 

and 8th .. * | 317/9 
Seagoing Seagoing 
Passenger Vessels. Cargo Vessels. 

Merchant Service 6 f g— | 125 tons or under. Orer 10,000 tons. 60 tons or under. Over 10,000 tons. 
Masters per month 533/9 1,536/9 454/6 1,141/6 
Officers— | 

Chief... » 407/9 600/9 353/9 528/9 
Second .. 3 H 353/9 §28/9 317/9 474/9 
Third .. ss | 447/9 411/9 
Fourth and | 
Fifth .. * | 317/9 317/9 
a Rate of wage quoted is for other than special cargo. 6 Rates of wage quoted are in addition 
to victualling and accommodation. ec Not more than 8 hours per day. d Not more than to 
hours per day when at sea, 9 per day when in intermediate ports, not more than 8 per day when in terminal 
ports. ¢ Minimum rates under the Commonwealth Award are classified according to nominal horse- 
power of vessels. f Minimum rates under the Commonwealth Award are classified for interstate 
vessels, and for vessels within a State according to tonnage ; the lowest and highest classes for interstate 
passenger and cargo vessels are here given. g Marine Engineers—Not more than 8 hours per day. 
Masters and Officers—Ordinary length of duty in a day at sea or in port or partly at sea and partly at port 
shall be 8 hours. hk Not more than 8 hours per day. 
Group XII.—AGRICULTURAL, PASTORAL, ETC. 
Industry and Occupation. N.S.W. Victoria. | Queensland.} S. Aust. W. Aust. | Tasmania. 
8. d. s. d. 8. d. s. da. 8. da, gid. 

Farminge— : ; ; 
General Handsad .. | 20/ to 35/ | 15/ to 30/ | 15/ to 30/ | 15/ to 25/ | 20/ to 35/ | 20/ to 35/ 
Harvesters a b .. | 45/ to 05/ | 25/ to 50/ | 30/ to 60/ | 30/ to so/ | 25/ to 50/ | 30/ to 50/ 
Milkers a b .. | 20/ to 30/ | 15/ to 30/ | 15/ *0 30/ | 15/ to 25/ | 20/ to 30/ | 20/ to 35/ 
Ploughmen a b _. | 25/ to 40/ | 20/ to 30/ | 20/ to 30/ | 20/ to 30/ | 25/ to 40/ | 25/ to 35/ 
Chaffcutters— | 

Portable .. - ENE 88 0 *e78zo0) | 79/6 to107/| 3 & 8a 
i ; 75/ & 80/ 

Stationary P pen oO © ENeG +} 69 0 |79/6tor107/; 1° & 3a 
75/ & 80/ 











For footnotes, see next page. 
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Section IV.—continued. 


GROUP XII.—AGRICULTURAL, PASTORAL, ETC.—continued. 











Industry and Occupation.| N.S.W. Victoria. | Queensland.| 8S. Aust. W. Aust. | Tasmania. 
Gardening— S.1d: 3. a, 8. d. 8. d. 8d. 8. @. 
Gardeners .. a 90 of | *73/to81/7} * 85 8 | 66/ to 60/ 76 3 76 0 
Labourers 82 6* 73, 10: ©76 0 63/ to 66/ Figs Za4e 
Nurserymen 2 90 oF 78 Oo 83 6 69/ to 75/ 79 2 76 oO 
Labourers 82 6° 7i 8 77 «6 63/ to 69/ 71 4 73 0 
Pastoral Workersd— 
Cooks b *.. pa 80 1 80 1 "91/9 to 80 1 80 1 80 1 
120 
Shearers .. per 100 32 6 32 6 S56) vo 32 6 3r 6 32 6 
Shed Hands 6 8 Fit 7 7r* 7 *8r o or 7 75 2 VA pes 
Wool Pressers 6 a QI 4 QI 4 90) so gl 4 QI 4 gl 4 
Rural Workers— 
Fruit Harvesters .. |66/7 to 68/ mee to * 74 0 |55/6 to 66/7 
66/7 
a Ruling or predominant rates, see note at commencement of table. b Rates of wage quoted are 
in addition to board and lodging provided. ec Hours in the farming industry vary considerably, and 
no reliable particulars can be published. d Shearers’ and woolpressers’ hours are 44 per week ; 


shed hands’ hours are the same as shearers with such additional time as may be necessary to finish picking 
up fleeces, &c. Should the time engaged picking up, &c., exceed 30 minutes per day, all time thereafter 
must be paid as overtime. The hours of cooks are not regulated. 


Group XIII.—Domestic, HOTELS, ETC. 


NOTE.—The rates of wage specified for employees in Clubs, Hotels, and Restaurants represent the 
weekly cash payment where Board and Lodging are not provided. 











Industry and Occupation.| Sydney. | Melbourne. | Brisbane. | Adelaide. Perth. Hobart. 
Cooks (Hotels and 8. d. 8. d. 8. d. 8. d. 8: aa 8. d. 
Restaurants) — 
Chefs oe x *105/ to 93/7 to |90/ & 104/| 88/to113/| 93/6 & 65/3 to 
197/6 120/2 101/6 115/2 
Cooks—Second be *95/ to 88/2 to 89 oO 73/ to 83/ 79/6 & 51/10 to 
147/6 104/5 85/6 91/10 
Cooks—Third ae "92/6 to 88 2 89 o 730 78 6 51/10 to 
117/6 75/1 
Kitchenmen o% * 84 6 82 10 76 6 63 0 73 6 64 2 
Halrdressing— 
Hairdressers He "103 6 go * 89 0 88 o 85 7 | 90/ to 94/6 
Hotels— 
Barmen aa Be *85 1 85 1 80 0 92 0 93 6 79 3 
Billiard Markers 0 5826 82 10 74 0 63 0 73 6 64 2 
Handymen A 82. 6 82 10 74.0 63 0 73 6 52/7 & 
; 58/8 
Lift Attendants ae *82 6 81 0 74.0 63 0 ie 55/ & 
64/2 
Porters—Day Work e782 6 82 10 74.0 65 6 73) 6) “ee Ir 
Porters—Night Work a BG 82 10 re we) 65 6 78 6 64 2 
Waiters—Head *or 6 85. an 74. 0 | 73/ to 76/ is 74/1 & 86/ 
Waiters—Other *84 6 82 Io 74.0 68 6 77 6 1157/9 & 74/1 
Restaurants— 
Pantrymen .. 1882/6 to 85/ AGG 76 65 0 73 6 64 2 
Waiters... fa ; to 736 76 6 |68/6 & 69/6 77, 9 |57/9 & 74/1 
7/6 


Dee SE SS ae te Se re ee eel te eee ee 


Group XIV.—MISCELLANEOUS AND GENERAL LABOUR. 
ek ee eee 











Industry and Occupation.| Sydney. | Melbourne.| Brisbane. | Adelaide. Perth. Hobart. 
Factory Engine Driving— s. d. 8. d. 8. d. 8. d. 8. d. 8. d. 
Engine Drivers (Sta- 
tionary)— 
1st Class .. .. |81/ to 83/8]78/4 to 81/ ror 0 |69/4 to 72/| 73/10 to 75/2 to 
76/6 77/10 
2nd Class -. |78/4 to 81/|75/8 to 78/4 93 © |66/7 to 69/4 ae to |72/5 is 75/2 
73/10 
3rd Class .. 178/4 to 81/|75/8 to 78/4 85 0 |66/7 to 69/4] 71/1 to 172/5 to 75/2 
73/10 
Firemen— 
1st Class Me ah wip 75 8 83 0 66 7 68 5- 69 9 
2nd Class te |) 72fxx,to 68/11 to a0 59/10 to |65/8 to 67/1|67/1 to 68/5 
74/3 72/11 65/8 
Greasers .. he 72 11 68 Ir 83. 0 61 8 65 8 67 1 
Trimmers .. an ro. 68 11 79 0 59 10 64 4 65 8 


-_ ee 
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Section IV.—continued. 


GROUP XIV.—MISCELLANEOUS AND GENERAL LABOUR—continued. 








Industry and Occupation. Sydney. | Melbourne.| Brisbane. Adelaide. Perth. Hobart. 
8. d. 8. d, wa. 8. d, 8. d. 8. a. 
Municipal— 
Labourers .. oy. "07 6 65 8 *76 0 63 0 ON e 73 0 
Street Sweepers os S97 6 7o 2 Dale 63 0 7rd) 73) 0) 
Shop and Other eile 
Boot Salesmen "100 o ans 7 o * 89 o 750 707, veep to 
95 
Chemists’ Assistants "105 0 12 99 0 "100 6 55760) 0 AG IIo o 
Clerks ae gO 10) 8a & 82/6} * 8 o Uae Sox 6 an7 2 20199) 00! 
Drapery Salesmen .. *f00 oO 96 0 Sv39) 10 77 6 79 7 vets 
95 
Furniture Salesmen . . "100 o Mro2 6 * 89 o 74 «6 79 7 107 0 
Grocery Salesmen .. *95 0 85 0 * 89 o 72 6 79 7 (Ae )iaaths) 
Hardware Salesmen . *100 0 |82/9 to 86/9} * 89 o 74 6 799 7 go o 
Railway Bookstall 
Assistants eee Tt 81 o * 89 o 75 0 79) #7. eld 
Tobacconists’  Assts. S Gr, (0: 85 0 * 89 o 72 0 79° «7 79 °3 
Storemen — _ Packing, 
Cleaning, &c.— 
Night Watchmen... [86/6 & 90/ | 1°76/ & 86/ 77 oO "69 6 ae 61 : 
Office Cleaners -. | 89/ tog9/| % 73 © 74/ & 79/ 75.0 * 73 10 7 70 
Packers—General __.. | *92/ to 96/ 68 o *79 Oo 66 0 79 7 ‘|61/8to 66/2 
Storemen—Genera] .. "90/6 to 68 o OF OTS 66 o 79 7 |61/8 to 66/2 
93/6 
Wholesale Grocery— 
Packers we os $92 0 78 6 < 70050) 66 o 70 7. 67 It 
Storemen .. it *90 6 | 78/6 to 84/ o70nn0 66 o rey, 67 Ir 
Wholesale ela laa 
Packers ms . "93/6 to 72 6 oo 3 66 o 79 7 67 11 
95/6 
Storemen .. ce “20/5 to 72 6 * 39 0 66 0 7s 67 x1 
92/6 





(a) 38 hours except in special circumstances. 
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Section V. 


Minimum Rates of Wage for Adult Female Workers in the Main Occupations in the 
Capital City of Each State for a Full Week’s Work at 31st December, 1931. 
(See Explanatory Note at top of page 142.) 
Group III.—FoopD, DRINK, TOBACOO, ETO. 





Industry and Occupation.| Sydney. | Melbourne.| Brisbane. | Adelaide. Perth. Hobart. 
ae ae pad. 8. d. 8. d. #. d. Agta 
Biscuit Making— 
Adult Females Ae OG oan 38 6 1839 «Oo 35 0 * 40 0 30 
Confectlonery— 
Adult Females zd *44 6 46 3 * 3900 35 6 eag/t ye 46 0 
54. 
Jam Making and Pre- 
serving— 
Fillers we ae 42° "0 41.0 8 44216 4r 0 S908) 410 
Other Adults oF: a5? 6 35 6 Sarto 35 6 *39 8 35 6 
Tea Packing— 
Head Women a $45 93 go 3 *40/6 to 50/ a a 
Other Adults a * 45 3 43 6 39 «0 40 0 38 1: 
Tobacco Working 
(Cigars)— 
Ringers “iG acd © 44 6 54 40 rs Pi ys} 
Wrapper Leaf Strippers} * 48 6 | *50/ & 55/ | Si 42 8 





Group IV.—CLOTHING, HATS, Boots, ETC, 


nsw oor rr 


Industry and Occupation.| Sydney. | Melbourne.| Brisbane. | Adelaide. Perth. Hobart. 


s. d. a. d. 8. d. s. d. a. d. 8. d. 





Bootmaking— 
Machinists —~ Wax 
Thread .. 5 Wace “52: 6 * 44 6 * 52 6 ss isa a6 
Other Adults at “45 0 Asa CO 44 6 245 10) e435) 16 Daye 
Dressmaking— 
Adult Females .. | %39/7 to ‘39/7 to *39/7 to "39/7 to *42/5 & *39/7 to 
58/r 58/1 58/1 58/1 44/% 58/1 
Dyers and Cloaners— 
Adult Females .. | *39/7 to 45/| °39/7 to 45/| °39/7 to 45/|°39/7to4s/*| ° 54 2 | °39/7 to 45/ 
Hat Making (Straw)— 
Finishers and Machinists} * 42 4 ie ae 52 4. ht pk ai ae Oe eee 
Millinery— 
Adult Females .. | 39/7 to *39/7 to *39/7 to "39/7 to * 40 10 °39/7 to 
42/4 42/4 42/4 42/4 a 42/4 
Shirt Making— 
Adult Females ne §39/7 to *39/7 to *39/7 to *39/7 to ®40/10 & 39/7 to 
53/7 53/7 53/7 53/7 47/4 53/7 
Tailoring (Order)— 
Machinists— 
Coat Hands ie S49 e409) Ler ye Ui tayrys3 S158 2 ees 
Trousers, Vest Hands LE oe FT 44 1 4a 2 ero re aa 
Tailoresses— 
Coat Hands ae UP oe ray *49 1 ev4g) ot * 58 2 © 49 x 
‘Trousers, Vest Hands eee et Eee | "44 1 CTS. "48/9 & 44 1 
50/2 
Talioring (Ready-made)— 
Machinists— 
Coat Hands ate 6 46 10 * 46 ro * 46 Io ® 46 Io oes 3: * 46 10 
Trousers, Vest Hands S72 4 Deedee v4 “42 4 a * 40 I0 © 42% 
Tailoresses— 
Coat Hands a8 * 46 10 * 46 10 * 46 10 * 46 10 sa 3 * 46 10 
Trousers, Vest Hands gre 85 La ty am wre? 5 errr es * 40 10 Prd a 


Textile Working (Woollen 
Milis)— 


Comb Minders .. *49 6 |39/7 &40/11} * 39 © 1138/3 & 39/7/38/3 & 39/7|38/8 & 40/1 

Drawers and Menders *53/6 to 38/3 to 45/5] * 39 © 136/11 to 45/|36/11 to 45/137/4 to 45/5 
53) 

Warpers.. -» 1953/6 to 58/6 40 6 £F39), 0 39 2 39 2 39 7 

Weavers—Loom 3 *58 6 41 10 *39 0 40 6 40 6 40 II 

Other Adults an © 49 6 38 3 CE G) 36 Ir 36 x1 37 4 


Underclothing— 
Adult Females wa inetgo/7ito *39/7 to *31/7 to *39/7 to 42/5 & *39/7 to 
51/9 51/9 51/9 51/9 44/1 51/9 
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Section V.—continued. 
Grotvps I., II., V., AND VI.—PRINTING AND OTHER MANUFACTURING, 
Industry and Occupation.| Sydney. Melbourne. | Brisbane. | Adelaide. Perth. Hobart. 
Bedding and Furniture— oa: 8. d. 8. d. 8. d. 8. d. cd. 
Bedding Machinists .. 4 s 9 fp 3 * 41 10 © 38 a4 1 § 41 Io 
Picture Frame Workers sa 6 * 43 I0 . Ss 44 2.1 * 50 10 
Bookbinding— 
Folders and Sewers .. WeA4 7, aNeAS eo 43/9 to Ue ry O44 Ly ae 
49/ 
Brush Making— 
Adult Females CEE haa! 44 0 Ue ie fa) 35 0 
Candie and Soap Melee 
Adult Females ; *46 0 37 9 40 0 35, #3 2702 
Cardboard Box Making— 
Box Makers .. | “41/10 to | %41/10 to *42 0 | 41/10 to *39 8 . 
46/4 46/4 46/4 
Other Adults 9837/4 to 8637/4 to 842-0 §37/4 to ® 39 8 
40/11 40/11 40/11 
Jewellery— 
Chainmakers Ch fa 85 0 ©6t5 6 52) x 
59 
Gilders 54 6 a7 6 {500.0 AUhS5) 10) Dae 
Polishers “54 6 85 0 S5x. 0 Ey oC) 52, 2 
Scratch Brushers 654 6 40 0 ers Ih ate) 2555 
Leather Goods— 
Adult Females "44 4 844 4 844 4 45 6 *745; 9) "44 4 
Paper Making— 
Adult Females 4550) 35 4 
Paper Bag Making— 
Adult Females #37/4 to "37/4 to * 43 9 37/4 to ar a °37/4 to 
41/10 41/10 41/10 41/10 
Potterles— 
Adult Females wh © 44 46 1836) 3 644 O 
Printing— 
Jobbing Office Assist- 
ants or A4, 7. §44 7 2439) S44 7 S44 2 Ti 
Lithographing Feeders e435 *43 8 "43 5 Met Vail] 34g ee 643 8 
Rubber WorkiIng— 
Adult Females § 37 10 S535) 7, 
Tent and Tarpaulin Making 
Machinists A ey ae | 844 4 air 4AG A: 4r 6 eax 8 eS Oa | 





weekly cash payment where Board and Lodging are not provided. 


Group XIII.—HOvUsEHOLD, HOTELS, ETC, 
NoTE.—The rates of wage mentioned herein for employees in Hotels and Restaurants represent the 

















Industry and Occupation.| Sydney. | Melbourne. | Brisbane, | Adelaide. Perth. Hobart. 
Hoteis— 8. d. $id: ifac: 8. d. 8. d. 2,0; 
Barmaids #63) 0 64 4 74.0 77:0 93 6 59 5 
Housemaids $53 6 53 2 raw Ke 40 6 54 11 |43/4 & 47/4 
Laundresses #59 0 55 10 47 6 44 6 54 II 50 4 
Waitresses—Head "59 6 55 10 4r 6 45 6 a a, to 
2/9 
=) Other ge <6 52 2 4r 6 40 6 54 II 43/4 to 
50/9 
Laundries— 
General Hands O44 6 3603 "40 0 38 oO 48 5 24 0 
Machinists— 

Shirt and Collar .. | %44/6& 48/| £47 3 £40 0 PA te) 53 4 | 24/ & 30/ 
Sorters oe Ne *46 6 shes *40 0 is) 48 5 24.0 
Starchersa a4 6 “45 (0 °40 0 38 Oo 48 5 240 
Washers 44/6 & 650/ to 40 0 38 Oo 58 3 36 0 

50/6 76/6 
Office Cleaning— 
Adult Females 453/ to 55/3} * 66 11 654/ to 58/ 39 6 an-9 
Restaurants— 
Pantry Maids as ' 52) 0 42 9 S426 39 0 ®52 2 44 «5 
Waitresses .. .- | 52/ to 55/ 42 9 © 42 6 | 40/6 & 48/ ®52 2 | 43/4t050/9 


pe 


(a) Per hour, with minimum of 25 hours per week. 





Clerks, &c.— 


Industry and Occupation. 


Cashiers .. 
Clerical Assistants 
Saleswomen— 

Boot - 


Drapery 


Fruit and Confectionery 

Newsagent and Book- 
stall ae — 

Tobacconists 








aH 


| 
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Section V.—continued. 


Group XIV.—SHOP ASSISTANTS, CLERKS, ETC. 


1 
| 


| 
Melbourne. 


| 





Sydney. Brisbane. 

(om 4 8. d. ed: 
"51 9 | Sa & 50/6 69 o 
‘5: 9 | fa & *°50/6 69 © 

1 

* 58 o } aa 39 0 54 6 
* 58 0 45° or I 54 6 
"48 6 | 42 6 | 54 6 
S57 oH 42 6 | *54 6 
pee taal, | 70 0 | 54 6 











| 


Adelaide. 


8. d. 


© & 48/6 
© & 1 48/6 


40 


40 


40 
47 


° 





45 
45 
49 


45 
49 


(a) 38 hours, except in special circumstances. 
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Section VI. 
Weekly Rates of Wage and Hours of Labour—Australia and Other Countries. 





GREAT BRITAIN AND 


NORTHERN IRELAND (LONDON). NEW ZEALAND (AUCKLAND). CANADA (MONTREAL). 


AUSTRALIA (SYDNEY). 














July, 1914. 31st Dec., 1931. | August, 1914. |31st Dec., 1931. March, 1914. [31st Dec., 1931.| Sept., rorq. | 18st June, 1931. 

















Industry and Occupation. 








= - ~- - ~_ - - -“ 
ae se ae se aa 3S aa SE ae se 2 sz sas sz eas Sz 
$e | 58) #8 | 52] £8 | 52] $9 | 28) $8 | c2| 38 | s2| 22 | s2) 22 | se 
ee | fe | 22 | em | Se | em | ae | em | ae | | Be | | Re | am ae | an 
: 8. d. 8s. d. 8. d 8. d. 8. d, 8. @. 8. d 8. d. 
Furniture— 
Cabinet Makers .. Ae “a 60 of} 48 98 o| 44 39 5 ‘ot 78 4 47 60 8h 47 89 1 44 | 8 of 60 ye ° - 
54 123 3] 55 
Upholsterers % oa By 60 o| 48 98 o|] 44 38 8 ¢ot 78 41 47 60 83] 47 | 89 xr] 44 | 84 O]| 60 113 ° = 
54 123 3 55 
French Polishers . . Be oa 60 0 48 98 o 44 37 5 {ot 76 4 47 60 8$] 47 89 1 44 84 0 60 rie ° = 
54 123 3 55 
Sawmilling— 
Machinists, Planing a a 63 oO} 48 8r o| 48 te es on as 57 ©] 47 | 9t 6) 47 | 60 0] 55 98 7! 44 
to to to 
86 5 1I5 1 55 
+f Shaping <a sia 69 0} 48 89 1] 48 2 + -. 2s 45 0] 47 | 9r 68) 47 | 68 2] 55 = 7 ‘ 
115 r] 55 
Sawyers, Band or Jig = a 68 o 48 He o| 48 Py, BS - ae 48 oO] 47 86 5 47 68 2 55 T4395 55 
te) 
gI 10 
“2 Circular Ri a 54 o| 48 72, 2{ 48 va At AG +o m4 °O | 287 |PSq x01 447 (186T 8711 355 ||} 2290021]. 260 
60 0 86 5 
Engineering, and Metal Working— 
Fitters and Turners S jo o 48 92 3 44 38 11 33 62 11 47 64 7 47 89 1 44 we ma - 5 “ 
to) 
- 54 178 9! 58 


6S1 


Section VI.—continued. 
Werekiy Rates or Wacz axp Hours or Lasourn—AvsTRALIA AND OrnerR CoUNTRIss—continued. 





NORTHERN IRELAND (LONDON), 


July, 1914. 31st Dec., r931. August, 1914. |318t Dec,, 1931.} March, 1914. [31st Dec., 1931.| Sept., ror4. 1st June, 1931. 





Industry and Occupation. 









































AUSTRALIA (SYDNEY). GREAT BRITAIN AND New ZEALAND (AUCKLAND). CANADA (MONTREAL). 
3 % 3 3 s s % 3 
“ao Co) “0 . “oa “oo . CI * “4 : = 
go | 22| £8 | 56) $8 | 58 | $8 | 52 | £3 | 53] £8 | $2 | $8) 52) 28 | 3s 
at jen | eb lem | ab | am | se lee |] Ae | | ee | ee | BE le] OR | 
Engineering and pie Woeking—sontd.: 8. d. 6.58: sd a. d. 8. ¢. 8. d. 8. d. 8. Gd; 
Patternmakers 3 74 0 48 100 4 44 eae 73 67 (7 47 69 o 49 89 1x 44 88 0 55 * 7 “4 
0) 
54 143 10 55 
Moulders (Iron) 68 o 48 76 1 44 41 8 53 62 11 47 64 73] 47 89 1 44 78 oO 60 117 6 44 
and to to 
72 0 92 3 54 166 2 55 
Tinsmiths 60 0 48 103 0 44 a3 62 8 47 89 1 44 58 to 54 144 8 44 
| 
Milling (Flour) —- | ' 
Millers (Shift) 63 0 48 82 10 44 oy. 5. «2 ee 48 86 sa} 48 78 0 60 123 3 60 
and to } to 
7o Oo 03-3 156 2 
Packermen 5X 0 48 72-0 44 : 48 0 48 82 10 48 60 0 60 iIr o 60 
Bootmakers— 60 0 48 88 o 44 30 0 52h 54 0 48 g2 6 45 80 0 44 93 0 55 m3 3 = 
o 
164 § 574 
Tailoring (Ready made)— 
Cutters .. as 65 0 48 90 0 44 52 9 |..45 78 9 44 72,.0| 49 147 If 44 
to to to to 
60 0 80 0 176 8 48 
Pressers (Coat) 60 0 48 Leer 4 44 55 0 45 78 9 44 60 0 49 147 11 44 
to to to 
80 0 173.4 48 
Trimmers 65 0 48 87 4 44 52 0 45 78 9 44 60 0 49 123 3 44 
to ‘ to to 
60 0 156 2 48 
Bookbindin 
Bookbinders 65 0 48 | go 11 44 33.088 40 Bo o 48 65 0 48 92 3 44 72 0 48 138 8 48 
2 0 
51 
Paper Rulers 4 $3 ° 48 | go It 44 33.11 5° 80 6 48 65 0 48 of. 8 44 80 0 48 138 8 48 
to) 
77 °6 51 | 


(a) Kilnmen (Christchurch), 
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*XIdN@aay 


Printing (Daily Newspapers)— 
Compositors (Day work) 


ee 
Oo Readers .. ae oe 
& Compositors (Jobbing Offices) 
i Linotype Operators 
Bullding-~ 
Bricklayers 
Carpenters 
Labourers—Carpenters 
Concrete Workers 
Earth Excavators 
Painters ae 
Paperhangers a ve 
Plasterers we 
Pjumbers 
Tramways— 
Conductors— 
Ist year ie ate 
and year OG G5 
3rd year aS 
Motormen— 
1st year ae ats 
and year as 
3rd year ore 
Carrying (Merchandise})— 
Carters (t horse) .. te 
Municipal—Labourers Ais 
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(a) Hours were reduced in 1919. 
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(b) Not available. 
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Section VII. 


Retail Price Index Numbers—1911.—Base.—The index-numbers in the following tables are computed for the Commonwealth 
Court of Conciliation and Arbitration on a different basis to those given in previous sections of this Report. 
headings to the tables the rent constituent is based upon the weighted average of all houses, 
comparable with those published in Labour Report, No, 15, and in Quarterly Summaries of Australian Statistics previous to 


Retail Price Index-Numbers— Food and Grocerios Only. 

















Weighted Average -Siw Capitals in 1o1t = 1,000, 


























As indicated in the 

































The index-numbers are directly 


1,549 
1,406 
1,792 
1,452 
1,496 


1,540 











1927. ak, | 1920, 1940, ost, 
Town, i i i i rt te i ti ti ra ti i rt i i 
tata ah at Hl ad] ol wal ed) of | oll all cdl a 1 
be] } b mo Tb Als e a s ro f f= ee Ua caf a re 
pa Pee HS m{-2 Ko | gE BS | fo! hoe 45 | 4S RG | & & | io | RS Ro | face ted | R ant 
Now Sourn Warns, 
Aydnoy .. 1,847 | 1,810 | 1,818 | t,0o07 | 1,899 | 1,844 | 1,810 | 1,816 | 1,989 | 1,098 1,041 | 1,065 1,824 | 1,808 | 1,748 | 1,657 | 1,608 | 1,588 | 1,533 
eweoastle 1,830 | 1,788 | 1,810 | 1,880 | 1,828 | 1,809 | x,8r4 | 1,811 | r,o12 | 1,870 | 1,885 | torr | 1,817 | 1,704 | 1,727 | 1,624 | 1,606 | 1,586 | 1,508 
Broken Ul) 9,097 | 2,113, | 2,384 | a,ag@ | 9,904 | 2,198 | a,3a9 | 2,237 | @,a7x | 2,984 | 2,290 34a mar 2,105 | 2,068 | 1,978 | r,00r | 1,862 | 1,794 
Goulburn 1,834 | 1,800 | 1,828 | 1,892 | 1,852 | 1,858 | 1,840 | 1,840 | t,o47 | 1,095 | 1,05 | 1,088 | 1,856 | 1,800 | 1,722 | 1,600 | 1,565 | 1,551 | 1,469 
Bathurst 1,704 | 1,754 | 1,765 | 1,810 | 1,760 | 1,785 | 1,771 | 1,740 | 1,808 | 1,840 | 1,850 | 1,884 | 1,700 | 1,775 | 1,712 | 1,615 | 1,580 | 1,562 | 1,400 
Welphted Average — if | ; a 
New South Wales 1,852 | 1,816 | 1,828 | tore | 1,842 | 1,850 | 1,819 | 1,824 | 1,058 | 1,037 | 1,045 | 1,070 | 1,899 | 1,817 | 1,754 | 1,664 | 1,615 | 1,504 | 1,595 
e 28 oe ae Is = ViIOvTORIA 
Melbourne 1,608 | 1,602 | 1,777 | 1,761 | 1,715 | 1,700 | 1,658 | 1,658 | 1,773 | 1,800 | 1,800 | 1,800 | 1,683 | 1,677 | 1,640 | 1,528 | 1,493 | 1,410 | 1,370 
Ballarat .. 1,76 | 1,796 | 1,708 | 1,780 | 1,741 | 1,795 | 1,723 | 1,704 | 1,802 | 1,819 | 1,856 | 1,888 | 1,767 | 1,763 | 1,708 | 1,573 | 1,527 | 1.4590 | 1,427 
Bendigo ,. 1,761 | 1,798 | 1,804 | 1,780 | 1,798 | 1,737 | 1,724 | 1,700 | 1,841 | 1,892 | 1,885 | 1,801 | 1,766 | 1,783 | 1,789 | 1,574 | 1,542 | 1,470 | 1.442 
Geelong 1,717 | 15704 | 1,744 | 1,740 | 1,710 | 1,712 | 1,687 | 1,704 | 1,702 | 1,784 | 1,800 | 1,835 | 1,664 | 1,671 | 1,625 | 1,590 | r,44r | 1,985 | 1,960 
Warrnambool! 1,675 | 1,676 | 1,722 | 1,715 | 1,602 | 1,675 | 1,691 | 1,642 | 1,708 | 1,719 | 1,810 | 1,844 | 1,719 | 1,713 | 1,653 | 1,583 | 1,506 | 1,420 1,420 
Woighted Average— 7 i ; 
Victoria 1,703 | 1,696 | 1,77 1,761 1,717 | 1,711 | 1,663 | 1,658 | 1,776 | 1,800 | 1,805 | 1,816 | 1,689 | 1,685 | 1,645 | 1,592 | 1.404 | 1,421 | 1,976 
oi ences 3 z 4 iz ast _ QUNINSLAND, 
Brisbane «a 1,667 | 1,692 | 1,660 | 1,669 | 1,650 | 1,605 | 1,720 | 1,690 | 1,684 | 1,700 | 1,605 | 1,537 | 1,400 | 1,402 | 1,420 
Toowoomba «s 1,505 | 1,630 | 1.575 | 1,584 | 1,507 | 1,616 | 1,670 1,632 | 1,651 | 1,601 | 1,500 | 1,547 | 1,406 | 1,410 | 1,430 
Rockhampton aA 1,780 | 1,783 | 1,727 | 1,735 | 1,725 | 1,763 | 1,838 | 1,786 | 1,707 | 1,813 | 1,749 | 1,656 | r.61x | 1,514 | 1,556 
Ohartera Towers .. 2,001 | 2,016 1,902 1,910 | 1,908 1,980 2,010 | 1,047 | 1,979 | 1,040 |] 1,852 | 1,706 | 1,656 | 1,608 | 1,637 
Warwick ex 1,718 | 1,733 | 1,651 | 1,655 | 1,655 | 1,604 | 1,755 | 1,710 | 1,725 | 1,756 | 1,651 | 1,608 | 1,556 | 1,460 | 1,454 
Weighted Average ¥ Fee PELs a 
Queensland = .. 1,708 | 1,677 | 1,677 | 1,661 | 1,705 | 1,745 | 1,704 | 1,703 | 1,710 | 1,626 | 1,550 | 1,508 | r,4er | 1,448 
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-~ ae pair — se - ee eae - = 4 
Seotron VII.—continued. 
Retam Prioz Inprx-NuMBERS—Foop anD GRooERIES ONLY—continued. 
Weighied Average—Siz Capitals in 1911 == 1,000. 
| 1927. 1928. 192 1930 1931 
Town. a a S 8 a FS uw a f a = 4 KB B g Pe 8 u ; 
£} €/ $] €] #] 2) #] 8] 2] _#] #] 2] #2] 2] 2) #2] #]_#] #] 2 
ef] 28] a8] as 28 38 33 eS |o83] 38 3§ as 2S re) res tee ied ee | meshed cenit 
= = =] 5 2 = = 
aol ko l eel Sel fe] ico! tel Sel Be| Sel ael Sol Bo! Sel Bel So! BG! FSi Fel Re 
SouTH AUSTRALIA. 
Adelaide .. oo 75 1.633 | 1528 | 1.403 | 1,449 | 1,349 | 1,354 
Kadina, &c. 883 | 1,393 ; 1,837 | 1,700 | 1,604 | 1,554 | 1,473 | 1,493 
Port Pirie z 1,842 | 1,974 | 1,958 | 1,998 | 2,014 | 1,917 | 1,910 | 1,784 | 1,679 | 1,626 | 1,552 | 1,459 | 1,466 
Mount Gambier 1,744 | 1,825 | 1,833 | 1,864 | 1,869 | 1,755 | 1,675 | 1 641 | 1,540 | 1,420 | 1,384 | 1,360 | 1,373 
Peterborough 1.982 | 2,086 | 2,058 | 2.103 | 2,09r | 1,954 | 1,947 | 1,865 | 1,699 | 1,631 | 1,58x | 1,468 aOR 
Weighted Average— 
South Australia 1,856 1,505 | 1,459 | 1,359 | 1,365 
WESTERN AUSTRALIA R 
Perth, &e. Se ae 1,812 1,828 | 1,775 | 1,769 | 1,768 | 1,903 | 1,930 T,929 | 1,952 | 1,994 | 1.937 | 1,868 | x,820 | 1,808 | 1,700 | 1,546 | 1,568 | 1,548 | 1,442 | 1,419 
Kalgoorlie, &c. ++ | 2,058 | 2,086 | 2,053 | 2,012 | 2,003 | 2,060 | 2,158 | 2,166 | 2,245 | 2,324 | 2,312 | 2,177 | 2,087 | 2,130 | 2,078 | 1,843 | 1,810 | 1,800 1,747 | 1.753 
Northam 1,953 | 2,000 | 1,959 | 1,939 | 1,891 | 1,969 | 2,016 | 2,020 | 2,057 | 2,124 | 2,078 | 2,013 | 1,938 | 1,954 | 1,873 | 1,684 | 1,632 | 1,595 | 1,549 | 1,540 
Bunbury 2,004 | 1,983 | 1,963 | 1,980 | 1,959 | 2,017 | 2,063 | 2,043 | 2,062 | 2,123 | 2,127 | 2,076 | 2,018 | 2,015 | 1,915 | 1,701 | x 1049 1,638 | 1,560 | 1,492 
Geraldton 1,980 | 1,966 | 1,956 | 1,971 | 1,946 | 1,955 | 1,956 | x,98x | 2,021 | 2,068 | 2,089 | 2,037 | 1,977 | 1,972 | 1,903 | 1,691 | x 677 | 1,672 | 1,611 1,608 
Weighted Average— Hy ; : Pe i 
Western Australia 1,848 | 1,865 816 | 1,807 | 1,803 | 1,924 | 1,959 | 1,959 | 1,988 | 2,035 | 1,986 | x,911 | 1,858 1,853 | 1,752 | 1,586 | 1,599 | 1,580 | 1,482 | 1,462 
| [ 
TASMANIA. 
| ‘ | : | 
Hobart 1,812 / 1,787 | 1,795 | 1,760 | 1,730 | 1,736 | 1,717 | 1,725 | 1,338 | 1,824 | 1,823 1849 1.762 | 1,757 | 1,705 | 1,584 | 1,545 | 1,476 | 1,401 | 1,412 
Launceston 1,80r | 1,770 | 1,756 1,733 | 1,711 | 1,715 | 1,686 | 1,673 | 1,760 | 1,747 | 1,772 | 1,840 | 1,734 | 1,713 | 1,679 | 1,574 | 1,525 | 1,469 | 1,415 | x, 399 
Burnie s x,819 | 1,524 | 1,827 | 1,802 | 1.792 | 1,825 | 1,783 | 1,799 | 1,889 | 1,892 | 1,957 | 1,969 | 1,832 | 1,857 | 1.7990 | 1,676 | 1,550 | 1,514 | 3,474 1,492 
Devonport sis 1,844 | 1,796 | 1,819 | 1,737 | 1,718 | 1,770 | 1,739 | 1,73 | 1,844 | 1,836 | 1,870 | 1,872 | 1,719 | 1,719 | 1,692 | 1,577 | 1,550 | 3,470 | x,427 | x. 455 
Queenstown 2,008 | 1,963 | 1,980 | 1,955 | 1,924 | 1,939 | 1,927 | 1,934 | 2,039 | 2,025 | 2,034 | 2,054 | 1,940 | 1,949 | 1,919 | 3,829 | 1,774 | 1,662 | r.611 | x 3036 
Weighted Average— | | ie 
Tasmania 5< 1,818 | 1,790 | 1,793 | 1,760 | 1,733 | 1,743 | 1,779 | 1,72 | 1,826 | x,813 | 1,824 | 1,860 | 1,76r | 1,753 | 1,708 | 1,593 | 1,548 | 1,483 | 1,417 1,422 
Weighted Average— | | 
Thirty Towns. . fe 1,792 | 1,766 | 1,801 | 1,825 11,777 | 1,789 | 1,754 | 1,755 | 1,866 | 1,869 | 1,874 | 1,882 | 1,762 | 1,745 | 1,682 1,577 | 1,545 | 1,503 11,442 | 1,446 
~ 
Weighted Average— | | | | | | & 
Six Capital Cities -+ 11,782 | 2.758 | 1,794 | 1,820 | 1,771 11,784 11,745 | 1,746 | 1,859 11,865 | 1,867 | 1,873 | r.75x | 1,734 | 1,673 | 1,568 | 1,538 | 1,496 1,435 11439 


Rotail Price Indox-Nambers 








Sworion VII,—-continued, 


Nousing—All Houses. 


Weighted Average—Siv Captitals in tort = 1,000, 


























































1927, 1Hen, 1929, 1940, 1944, 
ie e] g] a] g] gl] g] el gs) a] gs] el og} gt gl og] gl gl alg 
wHl whl ell ofl ell ad] ehl all wd! abl eb] od] ad] ahi ed] of | alll dl of 
a “ Ue ‘ 2 | Bs us rs] + | oF ae eo 
Ho | AS] FS] SS] BS] S| FS] SG] WS! AS] BS! Gol WO] AS | ho] 8S BS! 8S] BS] 4 
Naw South WALA, 
fydnay on r,Hox | 1,703 | 1,819 | r,820 | 1,865 | 1,865 | 1,846 | 1.890 | 1.869 | 1,865 | 1,874 | 1,878 | 1,800 | 1,877 | 1,827 | 1.779 | 1,796 | 1,668 | 1,625 | r408 
ewoastle vs . | nage | 1592 | 5a2 | 1.595 | 1580 | 1.570 | 11576 | nse | 1.589 | 585 | 1589 | 1565 | 1.565 | 1.546 | 1926 | raad | 470 | rag | saz | tang 
Hroken Hill one ie O8r | 1,043 | 1,016 | 1,000 | 1,004 | 1,006 | 1,003 | 1,003 | 1,010 | 1,013 | 1,000 | 1,006 | ro10 | 1,015 | t,0L2 | tora | 1,046 | 1,009 | 1,006 i 
Goulburn is 1,759 4749 rho | 1,704 | 1814 | a,8r4 | 1,704 | har | 1824 | t8a7 | 1830 | 1,897 | 2,840 | 1,892 | t,7ox | 1,630 | 1,870 | t,5a4 | 1.607 | t,407 
TBathurat, 1,267 | 1,204 | 1248 | 1,240 | 1,240 | 4,260 | 4,203 | ¥,202 | 1,887 | 1,200 | ¥,200 | 1,205 | 1,910 | 1,910 | 1,300 | 1,416 | 4,900 | 1,490 | 1,977 | 1494 
Weighted Average— : = 
___New South Watoa 31,782 | 1,746 1 1,770 | 1,775 | 2,819 | 1.818 | 1,707 | 1,790 | iva | t,8414 | 2,822 | 1,84 | 1,835 | 1,822 | 1,767 | 2,724 | 1,690 | 1,695 | x,584 | x49K 
VLOTORIA, 
Melbourne it ‘ w84e | 1842 | 1,86x | 1,856 | thea | Has | 1.834 | 1,830 | 1842 | 1,890 | 1850 | 182a4 | 1,805 | 1,788 | 1,706 | 1,620 | 1855 | tana | 1.470 1480 
Ballarat ., iy ++ | 1,903 | taa4 | tear | 1.929 | Hehe | 14483 | y208 | 1,905 | 1,940 | 11930 | 1980 | tgaa | tate | 14308 | 1,904 | 1,286 | 1,260 | 1,249 | 1an4 | 1.200 
Bendigo ., ti « | 1,283 | 1484 | 1,908 | 1,942 | 1.964 | 1.969 | 1908 | 1448 | 1.984 | ato | 1.987 | 1,427 | 1,406 | 1,270 | 1,228 | 1210 | 1,160 | 1,290 | 1,089 1,080 
Geelong .. is ++ | 1,668 | 3,699 | 3,708 | x,708 | 1744 | 11606 | 1,650 | 1050 | 1,044 | 1,022 | 1,613 | 1.580 | a509 | 1.950 | see | t4s7 | Gade | azn | age | aed 
Warrnambool +4 ++ | 0,965 | 1,965 | 1,985 | 1.492 | 1.43% | 1432 | 1.499 | 1492 | 1.490 | 1,490 | 1,490 | 1,468 | 1.478 | 1404 1494 | 1404 | Last | Ladd | tao | 1496 
Weilghtod Average — : ee 
Victoria is toll £784 | 1,787 1,806 1,802 | 1,795 | 1,786 | 1,783 | 178t | 0,702 | 1,787 L788 1774 1,756 11,730 | 1,663 | 1,585 | 1,526 | 1,486 | 1.448 | 1,495 
QUBDNSLAND, 
Brisbane 1 ++ | 1402 | 1,467 | 1,497 | 1,492 | 1,490 | 1,485 | 1,490 | 1,484 | 1495 | 1.495 | 1575 | 1515 | adr | ta5x | 1,286 | t,2K7 | t,224 | 1,224 | 1,203 | 1,167 
Toowoomba oe +, | 1,305 | 1,31X | 1,298 | 1,299 | 1,268 | 1,268 | 1,260 | 1,261 | 1,255 | 1,255 | 1,255 | 1,245 | 1,258 | 1,256 | 1,259 | x,219 1,163 | 1,166 | 1,142 | 1,196 
Rockhampton a ae 1A38 1,316 | 1,298 | x,268 | y,214 | 1,2rz | 3,205 | 1,217 | 1,214 | 1,200 | 1,200 | 1,195 4 1,238 | 1,231 | 1,228 | 1,156 | 1,192 1,099 | 1,077 
Charters Towers. , cs to | 810} 810} 810} 85r | Box | Bor | 903 | 957] 974} 971 | 960) 960] oox | o4t | oro | ‘Bio | ‘B59 | ‘Bya ae 
Warwick “¢) +» | 1137 | 1,463 | 1,163 | 1,264 | 1,102 | 1,107 | t,140 | x,t10 | 1,126 | £120 | 1,120 | x,r20 | 1,116 | 1,116 | 1,116 | 1,106 | 1,106 | 1,073 | 1,056 | x 056 
Bese 2 : ea | ee | a | 7 wi | foe Lola Ect ly ¥ baie , 4 
Weighted Average—- ; 
Queensland —.. ++ | 4.400 1 4c | 1433 11.427 | 0417 | ars | tat? | ats | 424 | ted | 1,439 | 1,438 | 1.446 | 1,316 | 1,263 | 1,256 | 1,106 | 1,104 | 1,173 1,140 








Srction VII.—continued. : 


Rerai, Paice Inpex-NumBers—Hovusina—Ati Hovusxes—continued. 
Weighted Average—Siz Capitals in 1911 = 1,000. 











1927. 1928. 1929. 1930. 
Town. Po a 8 us oH rs PH i uy H u Ps ui u 4 
ee ee ee ee ee ee ee eee Se coe eee 
24 | 23| 24/93] 23| 23| 23|¢31 22| 23| 22/32 / e!| 8! 28 | 28 
eg ag ae eed ied ag AP so eieZ ag ae +O ao ag ae +o 











SovuTa AUSTRALIA. 















































Weighted Average— 
Western Australia 








1,225 | 1.254 | 1,287 


Adelaide -» | 1,580 | 1,585 | 1,624 | 1,615 | x, 1,664 | 1,658 | 1,654 | 1,654 | 1,632 | 1,581 | 1,561 | 1,559 | 1,509 | 1,464 | x ize 1,196 | 1,175 
Kadina, &c. -- | 834 | 836 | 82 847 787 788 | 791 | 767 | 698 | 699] 604 | 679 | 655 | 651 | 633 Goz | 603 
Port Pirie «. | 1,065 | 1,069 | 1,083 | 1,079 | 1, 1,078 | 1,078 | 1,079 | 1,078 | 1,075 | 1,075 | 1,059 | 1,046 | 1,056 | 1,078 | 1,070 1,014 995 
Mount Gambler -- | 799 | 80x} 804] 850 867 | 877] 88x | 885 | 888 | 888 | 888 | 893] 893] 893 | ‘893 890 | 889 
Peterborough ++ | 1,202 | 1,215 | 1,207 | 1,226 | 1,216 | 1,205 | 1,226 | 1,231 | 1,247 | 1,244 | 1,265 | 1,260 | 1,258 | x,249 | 1,241 | 1,218 1,112 | 1,100 
Weighted Average— 
South Australia ow 1 T5264 2,527 1 2,556 | 25550 |-2; 1,591 11,586 | 1,583 | 1,582 12,559 | 1,513 | 1,495 ' x,491 | 1,445 | 1,405 | 1,325 1,160 | 1,140 
WESTERN AUSTRALIA. 
Perth, &c. an ne 
Kalgoorlie, &c.  .. an 738 738 735 736 731 735 745 746 740 725 722 22 720 729 745 744 754 
Northam at ++ | 1,08r | 1,080 | 1,130 | 1,179 | 1,113 | 1,097 | 1,093 | 1,094 | x,10r | 1,087 | 1,089 | 1,089 | 1,115 | 1,415 | 1,105 | 1,103 | 1,072 | 1,047 | x ,O13 | 1,002 
Bunbury a 913 913 898 893 903 903 918 &96 883 88r 884 884 940 941 939 930 945 Q42 930 929 
Geraldton ++ | 1,022 | 1,020 | 1,003 | 1,003 | 1,019 | 1,019 | 1,019 | 1,045 | 1,063 | 1,051 | 1,048 | 1,045 | 1,110 | Z,139 | 1,203 | 1,198 | 1,208 | 1,206 | x 9239" 1,164 
i ae res | ——|— —| aoad aS a =Soe | CS SEE LSS =| == = 
sf Spee 


1,285 1,290 | 1,293 | 1,294 1,303 | 1,288 I, 304 1,308 1,332 | 1.329 | 1,321 | 1,278 | 1,282 | 1,264 | 1,230 





1,079 





























TASMANIA, 
1 1 
Hobart .. a -. | 1,629 | 1,6rz | 1,592 | 1,580 | 1,554 | 1,564 | 1,562 | 1,581 | 1.576 | 1,574 | 1,585 | 1,584 | 1,582 | 1,582 | 1,573 | 1,535 1,463 
Launceston we ++ | 2,338 | 1,334 | 1.346 | 1,360 | 1 426 | 1,428 | 1,426 | 1,419 | 1,413 | 1,416 | 1,422 | 1,422 | 1,411 | 1,414 | 1,385 | 1,382 | 1,378 1,369 | 1,358 | 1,348 
Burnie apy a rie Ej237 1,220 } 1,220 1,220 | 1,244 1,250 I 3246 1,257 1,282 1,237 1,241 1,240 | 1,240 1,247 I,225 1,164 nee Gio ia aoe oof olay oe 139 1,122 
Devonport 5 ++ | 4307 | 1,275 | 1,271 | 3,302 | 1,332 | 1,315 | 1,256 | 3,248 | 1,271 | 1,276 | 7,296 | 1,296 | 1.281 | 1,272 | 1,272 | 1,247 | 1,242 | 1,225 | 1,219 | 1,216 
Queenstown Bg we 490 | 4909] 557 | 607 2 643 | 684 | 678 713, | 715 | 716} 755 | 78x | 782] 798} 798] 801 | 847] 8541 854 








Weighted Average— 


| 
1,307 | 1,304 | 1,338 | 1,376 | 1,377 | 1,382 | 1,334 | 1,385 | 1,396 | 1,382 | 1,400 | 1,405 | 1,43x | 1,425 | 1,412 | 1,361 | 1,364 
Tasmania ee | 











1,473 


1,337 | 1,288 | 1,225 
803 868 902 
1,469 | 1,465 | 2.475 | 








2,472 | 1,482 | x,482 | 1,477 | 1.478 | 1,465 | 1,438 | x,426 1,420 





1,393 | 1,384 





Weighted Average— 















































1,688 | 1,688 | 1,608 





1,518 5 1,473 

































































Thirty Towns. . 1,659 | 1,658 | 1,680 | 1,682 | 1 700 | 1,605 1,694 1 1,695 | 1,690 | 1,687 | 1,662 | 1,606 | 1,550 | 1,510 | 1,464 pee: 
1 

Weighted Average— | 

Six Carital Cities ++ | 41723 1 1,721 | 1,746 | 1,746 | 1,765 | 1.760 | 1,752 | z 752 | 1,763 | 1,759 11,762 | 1,755 | 1,752 | 1,724 | 1,662 | 1,600 1,557 | 1,507 | 1,464 | 1,406 





“XIGNGdIy 


Sgr 





Town. 


Bydney .. 
Newcastle 
Broken Hill 
Goulburn 
Bathurst 


Weighted Average— 
New South Wales 


Melbourne 
Ballarat .. 
Bendigo .. 
Geelong .. 
Warrnambool 


Weighted A verage— 
Victorla ate 


Brisbane 
Toowoomba 
Bockhampton 5 
Charters Towers .. 
Warwick pie 


Weighted Average— 








Srecrion VII.—continued. 


Retail Price Index-Numbers—Food, Groceries and Rent—All Houses. 
Weighted Average—Siz Capitals in 191r = 1,000. 



















































































1931. 
1927. 1928. | 1929. 1930. 9 
oe re 
man & F . 7 ‘i 5 5 i L LE Rs - 
Bul cote | reece 1 pattie | ime] geet] Seed) i | See ae oe | ee OMe eee eee il ee ee lene 
ee ee ee | ee ee ee ee ee | lect Al eetes eter Me Tries (tetoxe Hotness tlie He [Pe ies 
a q q g 2/98/54 / <8 $| 28\ 08] 68/22] 35] 381] 38 | 28 a8 23 | 83 
#61 86| 26| $8| #61 251 36| 8381281 85/1 Bol S61 #6!) 61 Bl Sol Bo! fo! & 
Lal Nn 7 mG Y 
New SovuTH WALES. _ 
| 1,571 | 1,530 
1,828 | 1,803 | 1,829 | 1,872 | 1,846 | 1,853 | 1825 | 1,830 | 1,916 | 1,905 | 1,914 | 1,929 | 1,852 | 1,836 | 1.776 | 1,704 ee ie = vies ee 
1,733 | 1,683 | 1,70r | 1,763 | 1,726 | r.722 | 1,716 | x,712 | 3,777 | 1,758 | 1,76 | 1,769 | 1,713 | 1,692 1634 [1,381 | 537 | x521 | 16435 | 24379 
1.638 Stee 1.704 1.720 1,711 | 1,685 | 1,666 | 1,667 | 1,753 | 1,761 | 1,768 1,793 | 1,719 are 1,634 sip etd veae sate BES 
1,80 1,784 1,820 L851 1,836 | 1,840 | 1,827 | 1,828 | 1,897 | 1,892 | 1,901 | 1,926 | 1,852 | 1,813 | 1,75 ee Se seas rpboalintgae 
2597 1,552 1,553 1,575 1,555 | 1,569 | 1,562 | 1,549 | 1.647 | 1,618 | 1,620 | 1,642 | 1,593 | 1,584 15543 1,49 1465 , , 
i Be : 75 1g 1,512 
1,81r | 1,787 | 1,804 | 1,856 | 1,830 | 1,835 | 1,810 | 1,814 | 1,898 | 1,887 | 1,895 | x,910 | 1,834 | 3,819 | 1,759 1,687 | 1,646 | 1,607 555 3 
, , 
oS Ee ee ee 
VICTORIA. 
Fn or Ee NS a pera a ON, ee LTRS eee eT Wee een Se le ee Sh ee ee 
1,757 | 1,754 | 1,8x2 | 1,800 | 1,768 | 1,761 | 1,729 | 1,726 | 1,801 | 1,816 | 1,816 | 1,815 | 1,733 | 1,723 | 1,667 1,565 11519 ed ae std 
1,532 | 1,525 | 1,565 | 1,554 | 1,553 | 1549 | 1,548 | 1,540 | 1,004 | 1,610 | 1,636 | 1,655 | 1,579 | 1570 | 11542 | 1,455 | 11420 1,330 |,x,297 | 1,294 
Peer SER 1.600 1588 1584 1,583 | 1,575 | 1,556 | 1,62 1,621 | 1,655 ek ad Bee eee age res ers et caer 
‘ 3 a : > 693 | 1,672 | 1,682 | 1,731 | 2,727 | 1,729 | 1, 5635 | 1,624 | 1, , : 5 
Bere Poe Pey Bae pone ae 1,549 1,556 | 1 504 1,600 1,654 | 1,688 | 1,618 | 1,623 | 1,588 | 1,547 | 1,484 | 1,435 ee 4 | 1,43 
407 d j 1,398 
1,737 | 1,733 | 1,789 | 1,778 | 1,749 | 1,742 | 1,713 | 1,709 | 1,782 | 1,795 | 2,798 | 1,799 | 1,727 | 1,707 | 1,653 | 1,554 | 1,507 | 1,448 | 1,404 | 1,39 
, 1733 178 , , , 
QUEENSLAND. 
1,61 1,570 | 1,598 | 1,610 | 1,596 | 1,593 | 1,584 | 1,608 | 1,633 | 1,610 1,615 | 1,624 | 1,554 | 1,461 14406 11342 oe 1,333 aoe Sone 
r, 5 1,472 1,473 1,494 1,449 | 1,454 | 3,458 | 1,470 | 1,499 | 1,477 | 1,488 | 1,508 | 1,453 ore 1,39 ae seas Reet ae jee 
mops | vs [she [az | nase [nase | es |r [age | oss [oss [se |5ags | as (ER [ie [ate [ether | te 
Z I, 3,490 | 1,541 | 1,580 | 1,547 | 1,565 | 1,5 F ; j A ; 
ee ae ouaa teek ae I oe pe 1,454 1,496 1,468 | 1,476 | 1,495 | 1,431 | 1,406 | 1,375 | 1,314 | 1,311 | 1,288 | 1,261 | 1,267 
952 , , 4 ; ; > 
1,608 | 1,560 | 1,582 1,569 | 1,567 | 1,586 | 1,613 | 1,589 | 1,595 | 1,603 | 1,539 | 1,459 | 1,407 | 1,345 | 1.345 | 1,330 | 1,289 | 1,288 
, , : 


Queensland .. 


1,592 \ 1,570 
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Secrion Vil.—continued. 
Reraw Prics INpnx-Numpers—Foop, Grocertrs aND RENtT—ALL HousEs—continued. 
Weighted Average—Siz Capitals in 1911 = 1,000. 







































































1927. 1928. 1929. 1930. 1931. 
Town. Po Ku Ku 5 5 u u Pe a w ss u H iB u a u q 8 
= he ll Pe me >| SG = Sn Ne a a le - 2 
gs os 3s s 3 os 3s 3s e os 3 a 3 os 3 s S os ; ag 
#5| 2S| 28) 45 | 23/231 88! 43] #31 261 36! $51 #6) 851 BS 851 Bol so] bel Se 
SouvH AUSTRALIA. 
pee . Bc | 7a9 1,725 | 3,771 | 1,747 | 1,758 | 1,760 | 1,713] 1,689 | 1,766 | 1.784 1,781 | 1,755 | 1,689 | 1,655 | 1,563 | 1,466 | 1,427 | 1,370 | 1,286 | 1,280 
adina, &c. ae .» [1,47 3,471 | 1,465 | 1,476 | 1,464 | 1,445 | 1,424] 1.434 | 2,480 | 1,472 | 1,497] 3,506 | 1,423 | 1,400 | 1,350 | 1,262 | 1,237 | 1,192 | 1,115 | 1,126 
Port Pirie Bn -« | 3,573 | 1,560 | 1,577| 1,569 | 1,564 | 1,565 | 1,532] 1,528 | 1,600 | 1,595 | 1,628] 1,621 | 1,559 | 1,559 | 1,494 | 1,429 | 1,396 | 1,341 | 1,276 | 1,272 
Mount Gambier 1,397 | 1,387 | 1,410] 1,419 | 1,420 | 1,416 | 1,411] 1,380 | 1,439 | 1,445 | 1,463] 1,466 | 1,401 | 1,353 | 1,333 | 1,274 | 1,202 | 1,184 | 1,167 | 1,174 
Peterborough 1,651 | 1,6 1,656| 1,679 | 1,682 | 1,672 | 1,655| 1,67 1,74 | 1,724 | 1,758 | 1,74 1,668 | 1,660 | 1,608 | 1,502 | 1,438 | 1,393 | 1,322 | 1,334 
2949 5 3579 7 205 1973 74 4 9 
Weighted Average— * ; Ae’ iicasi @ 
South Australia .. {1,706 | 1,703 | 1,745 | 1,724 | 1,733 | 1,734 | 1,689]! 1,668 aera 1,759 | 1,759 | 1,736 | 1,669 | 1,637 | 1,549 | 1,453 | 1,414 | 1,359 | 3,277 | 1,272 
WESTERN AUSTRALIA. 
—_- | | 
Perth, &c. 1,604 | 1,612 | 1,595 | 1,608 | 1,607 | 1,689 | 1,706| 1,705 | 1,724 | 1,742 | 1,716] 1,678 | 1,660 | 1,651 | 1,58x | 1,470 1,484 | 1,462 | 1,379 | 1,339 
Kalgoorlie, &c. 1,515 | 1,532 | 1,512 | 1,487 | 1,480 | 1,515 | 3,577| 1,583 | 1,626 | 1,667 | 1,659| 1,579 | 1,525 | 1,554 | 2,530 | 1,392 | 1,376 | 1,390 | 1,386 | 1,403 
Northam aati .. | 2,595 | 1,621 |1,618| 1,627 | 1,572 | 1,610 | 1,637| 1,639 | 1,664 | 1,697 | 1,672] 1,633 | 1,599 | 1,609 | 1,557 | 1,446 | 1,401 | 2,369 | 1,328 | 1,319 
Bunbury car -. | 2,556 | 2,543 | 1,525] 1,533 | 3,525 | 1,559 | 1,593| 1,572 | 1,578 | 1,613 | 1,616) 1,586 | 1,575 | 1,574 | 1,510 1,384 | 1,360 | 1,352 | 1,301 | 1,262 
Geraldton : BF lle sistslahel bunts 1,565 | 1 1,56 1,570 | 1,571 | 1,596 | 1,627 | 1,650 | 1,661] 1,629 | 1,621 | 1,630 | 1,615 | 1,488-} 1,484 | 1,481 | 1,458 | 1,424 
5 577 565 | 1,573 1505 Gy :57 59 | 
Weighted Average— 
- Western Australia 1,594 | 1,602 | 1,585] 1,593 | 1,590 | 1,664 | 1,685] 1,686 | 1,707 | 1,728 | 1,706] 1,663 | 1,642 | 1,638 11,575 '1,460 | 1,469 | 1,450 | 1,379 | 1,345 
TASMANIA, 


Seen eee ee ee a Tar Ucar] EEEEEUEEEET TERED CESREENTEREEET DEERE TURREENNRSGEENOGGT [NERNEY GERGSURUERURNRENT (SG NE (oman 
7 

























































































Hobart ne .. [2737 | 2,715 | 1,711] 1,686 | 1,658 | 1,665 | 1,653] 1,666 | 1,730 | 1,721 | 1,725] 1,740 | 1,687 | 1,685 | 1,651 | 1,564 | 1,534 | 1,491 | 1,431 | 1,433 
Launceston . |x,6rz | 1,592 | 1,587| 1,580 | 1,594 | 1,597 | 1,580] 1,569 | 1,618 | 1,611 | 1,628) 1,668 | 1,602 | 1,590 | 1,558 | 1,495 | 1,465 | 1,428 | 1,391 | 1,378 
Burnie a. 1,580 | 1,576 | 1,577| 1,562 | 1,506 | 1,588 | 1,562] 1,576 | 1,640 | 1,623 | 1,663] 1,669 | 1,589 | 1,606 | 1,563 | 1,466 | 1,389 | 1,365 | 1,337 | 1,340 
Devonport an oe 1,624 | 1,582 | 1,594] 1,557 | 1,559 | 1,583 | 1,540] 1,532 | 1,609 | 1,605 1,634] 1,635 | 1,539 | 2,535 | 1,519 | 1,442 | 1,423 | 1,374 | 1,342 | 1,357 
Queenstown aie «. | 3,384 | 1,357 | 1,395] 3,401 | 1,389 | 1,406 | 1,416] 1,418 | 1,494 | 1,487 | 1,492] 1,520 | 1,464 | 1,469 | 1,458 | 1,405 | 1,374 | 1,327 | 1,300 | 1,315 
Weighted Average | 
Tasmania 1,678 11,656 | 1,655| 1,635 | 1,622 | 1,630 | 1,615] 1,620 | 1,681 | 1,673 | 1,683] 1,704 | 1,644 | 3,640 1,608 | 1,529 | 1,498 | 1,457 | 1,407 | 1,406 
Weighted Average— | 
Thirty Towns. . .. 13,737 | 2,722 | 1,750 11,766 11,745 | 1,750 | 13,7271 1,728 13,797 | 1,797 | 1,800] 1,803 | 1,731 | 3,711 | 1,651 | 1,566 | 1,532 | 1,487 | 1,435 | 1,414 
Weighted Average— | 
Six Capital Cities .. {1,758 |x,743 | 1.7741 1,789 | 1,768 | 3,774 | 1,748] 1,749 | 1,820 | 1,82 | 1,823! 1,825 11,752 | 3,730 | 1,668 | 1,582 | 1,546 | 1,501 | 1,447 | 1,425 
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Secrion VII.—continued. 


Retail Price AE Sas Cities— Annual 2 Pigures—i90t to 1931. The index-numbers given in the separate parts 
of the table cannot be compared with each other in order to show the relative cost of (say) housing, and food and groceries, since 
the weighted average cost for the six capital cities taken together in 19gIt in each group or combination is made equal to 1,000. 


Weighted Average—Siz Capitals in 1911 = 1,000. 


Foop anp GRocseRIzs ONLY. 





















































































































































| arin Peet aati ast tate. Facey ional prea fe | is 
City. 1901. | 1907.} I9XI. | 1914. |] TOT. | 19r7. | 1918. | xr919. | 920. | xo2t. | 1922. | 1923. | 1924. | 1925. | 1926. | 1927. | 1928. | 1929, | z930. | 193% 
! 
ietedintels = : eet s | | Z Sa |po ee — 
| | | | | | 
Bydney .. are = 917 93 980 } 1,155 gf 1,520 | 1,540 | 1.549 | 1,783 | 2,148 | 1,898 | 1,703 | 1,820 | 1,732 | 1,785 | 1,867 | 1,846 | 2,826 | 1,948 | 1,759 | 1,567 
Melbourne ae an 065 925 | 935 | 1,09X | 1,462 | 1,412 | 1,466 | 1,620 | 2,056 | 1,901 | 1,644 | 1,802 | 1,684 | 1,748 | 1,774 | 1,732 | 1,684 5795 | 1,632 | 1,454 
Brisbane oe 7 965 047 | 1,018 | 1,078 | 1,426 | 3,406 jr 495 1,762 | 2,052 | 2,8x2 | 1,608 | 1,693 | 1,690 | 1,734 | 1,788 | 1,680 | 1,67 | 1,701 | x,508 | 1,392 
Adelaide .. i .. | 1,028 | 95x | r,020 | 1,275 | x,532 | 1,445 | 1,554 | 1,719 | 2,232 | 1,906 | 1,723 | 1,823 | 1,79r | 1,840 | 1,859 | 1,841 | 1,775 | 1,887 | 1,674 | 1,411 
Perth 1,184 | 1,197 | 1,346 | 1,302 | 1,542 | 1,505 | X, 486 1,772 | 2,050 | 1,995 | 1,776 | 1,828 | 1,892 | 1,938 | 1,866 | 1,796 | 1,882 | 1,038 | 1,719 | 1,494 
Hobart 1,orr | 1,010 | 1,058 | 1,212 | 1,523 | 1,544 | 1,635 1,748 | 2,162 | 2,025 | 1,794 | 1,863 | 1,849 | 1,810 | 1,868 | 1,788 | 1,727 | 1,833 | 1,702 | 1,459 
Weighted Average— | | | 
Six Capitals 972 955 | I,000 | 1,144 | 1,495 | 1,472 | 1,514 | 1,716 | 2,10x | 1,902 | 1,684 | 1,805 | 1,732 | 1,785 | 1,829 | 1,789 | 1,761 | 1,856 | x,682 | 1,477 
HovuUsInc—ALL Hovuszs. 
Sydney .. an mae 858 91x | 1,090 | 1,279 | 1,212 | 1,215 | 1,252 | x,289 | 1,415 | 1,474 | 1,535 | 1,617 | 1,687 | 1,729 | 1,813 | 1,808 | 1,857 | 1,870 | 1,839 | 1,637 
Melbourne 56 Sh 733 804 970 | 1,126 | 1,089 | 1,124 | 1,180 | 1,283 | 1,405 | 1,502 | 1,597 | 1,672 | 1,729 | 1,742 | 1,839 | 1,850 | 1,835 | 1,836 | 1,729 | 1,497 
Brisbane aA si 488 575 767 882 847 859 | 905 983 | 1,061 | 1,079 | 1,206 | 1,247 | 1,242 | 1,251 | 1,459 | 1,480 | 1,487 | 1,505 | 1,344 | 1,204 
Adelaide .. == 33 629 8x2 | 1,1x2 | 1,040 930 959 | 1,022 | x,108 | 1,216 | 1,289 | 1,360 | 1,450 | 1,551 | 1,565 | 1,553 | 1,601 | 1,665 | 1,607 | 1,477 | 1,240 
Perth... 36 es 801 684 810 9I4 869 874 885 gi6 996 | 1,055 | 1,092 | 1,124 | 1,134 | 1,154 | 1,316 | 1,331 | 1,382 | 1,395 | 1,407 | 1,304 
Hobart .. ae S85 667 708 805 QI4 928 951 950 | 1,134 | 1,373 | 1,440 | 1,445 | 1,602 | 1,665 | 1,634 | 1,650 | 1,603 | 1,565 | 1,580 | 1,568 | 1,492 
Weighted Average— 
Six Capitals .. or 7st 816 | 1,000 | 1,135 | 1,080 | 1,098 | 1,143 | 1,215 | 1,333 | 1,404 | 1,480 | 1,551 | 1,609 | 1,632 | 1,725 | 1,734 | 1,758 | 1,760 | 1,685 | 1,483 
Foop, GROCERIES AND Housine—AznL HovsEs—COMBINED. 
, : 
Sydney .. ve an 893 926 | 1,031 | 1,206 | 1,394 | 1,406 | 1,427 | 1,580 | 1,847 | 1,724 | 1,634 | 1,737 | 1,714 | 1,762 | 1,844 | 1,830 | 1,839 | 1,916 | 1,792 | 1,596 
Melbourne oe 22 870 875 950 | 1,105 | 1,309 | 1,294 | 1,349 | 1,481 | 1,788 | 1,737 | 1,625 | 1,749 | 1,703 | 1,745 | 1,80 | 1,78x | 1,746 | 1,812 | 1,672 | 1,448 
Brisbane . a 769 794 | 915 997 | 1,188 | 1,18r | 2,252 | 1,442 | 1,645 | 1,51 | 1,442 | 1,510 | 1,506 | 1,535 | 1,653 | 1,598 | 1,595 | 1,620 | 1,441 | 1,335 
Adelaide .. os an 864 894 | 1,058 | 1,143 | 1,285 | 1,245 | 1,335 | 1,468 | 1,756 | 1,653 | 1,574 | 1,670 | 1,693 | 1,727 | 1,739 | 1,742 | 1,730 | 1,772 | 1,593 | 1,341 
Perth oa ae Mee sO27. 986 | 1,126 | 1,143 | 1,266 | 1,246 | 1,239 | 1,420 | 1,617 | 1,609 | 1,495 | 1,538 | 1,580 | 1,626 | 1,640 | 1,605 | 1,677 | 1,715 | 1,591 | 1,416 
Hobart .. = ai 869 886 | 954 | x,090 | 1,278 | 1,302 | 1,356 | 1,496 | 1,837 | 1,785 | 1,651 | 1,756 | 1,773 | 1,738 | 1,778 | 1,712 | 1,661 | 1,729 | 1,647 | 1,472 
Weighted Average— : 
Six Capitals .. nO 880 897 | 1,000 | 1,r40 | 1,324 | 1,318 | 1,362 | 1,510 | 1,785 | 1,697 | 1,600 | 1,700 | 1,682 | 1,722 | 1,786 | 5,766 | 1,760 | 1,822 | 1,683 | 1,479 
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Section VII.—continued. 


Index-Numbers, 30 Towns, showing Relative Expenditure on Food and Groceries and on 
Housing (All Houses) separately, and on these Items combined. Basis of Table— 
Weighted Average Expenditure on Food, Grocerics, anil Housing (All Houses) 
in the Six Capital Cities in 1911 = 1,060. 


















































1929 1930 1931 
: 2 | | 3 
~ S | =a =| 
na na 
Town. : 2 2 oo lees 2 
ae }o2| g5| 8 | 23 | =8 | gs 
eq | 8 pal 6s B= ee BIS a 
os a O57 gS at 2S 2) 5 O'R 
Ze gr 6) o8e{ us 3 Zo s- | 38a 
6 es ose oo o= co a= ye! 
On = Heel oe os Ok on Sf 
HO H> |} gon] ao Ro te Bo | eo 
Ae SouTH WALES— | 
ydney a -» | 1,147 769 | 1,916 | 1,036 756 792 2 6 5 
Newcastle .. PR ers 649 F66 ee 629 | Sece se ae 2. 
Broken Hill .. 5 1,354 415 | 1,769 | 1,245 416 | 1,661 1,064 401 1.45 
Goulburn... or 1,152 752 | 1,904 | 1,029 729 | 1,758 888 618 | 1,506 
Bathurst ae as 1,101 530 | 1,631 1,015 538 1,553 go2 513 1,415 
Weighted Average .. 1,150 747 1,897 1,040 735 1,775 925 655 1,580 
VICTORIA— 
Melbourne .. Re dl L057 AIS x, B12 961 7 72 833 615 
»812 2 53: 9 1,448 
Ballarat =. ._ -- | 1,083 | 543 | 1,626 | 1,003 | 535 38 | 858 | 500 | 11304 
Bendigo oe mr) 23090 545 | 1,641 | 1,009 517 26 868 459 | 1,327 
Geer che zo08 bee 1,728 957 628 5 823 | 598 | x,42% 
ee 104 91 | 1,634 952 6 1594 853 593 | 1,446 
Weighted Average .. 1,060 734 | 1,794 965 693 | 1,658 835 604 | 1,439 
| 
QUEENSLAND— 
Brisbane .. .. | 1,002 618 | 1,620 888 553 | 1,441 | 820 5 
Toowoomba axe 978 515 1,493 891 512 aon ‘iss is oe 
Rockhampton Be |\ex3005 494 | 1,559 g6r 507 | 1,468 888 457 | 1,345 
Chea Fe || eaz60 398 1,558 | 1,018 391 | 1,409 950 344 | 1,294 
arwic a hed|" 5,023 401 | 1,484 924 8} 1,382 84r 44i | 1,282 
Weighted Average .. 1,012 588 | 1,600 goo 538 | 2,438 830 483 | 1,313 
} 
SouTH AUSTRALIA— 
Adelaide pe bm I,111 661 1,772 986 607 1.593 831 510 1,341 
Kadina, &. Be arytO7 294 | 13,491 | 1,091 269 | 1,360 915 253 368 
Port Pirie .- enh tyX7O 440 | 1,610 | 1,073 437 | 1,510 899 422 | 1,321 
Sree - uene eb 1,453 973 367 | 1,340 815 366 | x,181 
b hie bye 1,743 1,099 510 1,609 910 462 1,372 
Weighted Average .. | 1,117 632 | 1,749 994 | 583 | 1,577 837 494 | 1,331 
halos ad pie r ' 
erth, tc. .. ay, 1,141 574 | 1,715 | 1,012 579 | 1,59 880 536 | 1,416 
Kalgoorlie, &eo. ae 1,334 299 | 1,633 |] 1,198 302 | 2,500} 1,047 342 7489 
Northam .. Sea ers 44 1,667 | 1,097 456 | 1,553 930 425| 35335 
punters od Den) 3235 363 | 1,598 | 1,126 385 | 1,511 933 385 | 1,318 
eraldton .. ea e210 432 | 1642] 1,110 477 | 1,588 967 495 | 1,462 
Weighted Average .. | 1,166 535 | 1,701 | 1,038 541 | 1,579 got SIO} 1,414 
TASMANIA— 
Hobart Pd .. | 1,080 649 | 1,729 | 1,002 645 | 1,647 859 613 | 1,472 
Launceston .. coy leexto4s 583 | 1,631 987 574 | 1,561 855 561 | 1,416 
Burnie ie rule BExes 514 | 1,649 | 1,055 50I | 1,556 889 469 | 1,358 
ei be preys 2,095 ae 1,621 988 521 | 1,509 870 504 | 1,374 
ueenstown By |\egz00 29 1,498 | 1,124 325 | 1,449 984 345 | 1,329 
Weighted Average .. | 1,078 607 | 1,685 | 1,004 602 | 1,606 864 578 | 1,442 
Weighted Average for 30 
Towns 7 .. | 2,103 696 | 1,799 996 669 | 1,665 874 593 | 1,467 


Welghted Averags 6 
Capital Citles | 98,098 723 | 1,822 999 693 | 1,683 870 609 | 1,479 


I 
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